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Nelson Hotel 



West State Street"from Main Street - 1890 • 







Courthouse - 1917 



Rockford Mass Transit - 1920s style 





• Downtown Rockford - 1940s. 





Winnebago County Court House, 





1~·,· • This view of West State Street, Rockford, east from 1ifaii1 Street was taken in 1875. The building i"n 
the foreground is ·the Second National Bank Building, since replaced by the Rockford National Bank Building, 
and was the early home of the Rockford Insurance Company. 
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Public Library, Rockford, 111.-12 
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C?he r\_OCKFO~D CABIN ET <;:OM PANY 
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. MECHANICS MACHINE COMPANY 

• .. llrf/;:J;,ft~~f ans @ u17fv~~;;a7'!!:Znts · 
AUTOMOBILE -PARTS 

ROCKFORD, ILL. 







._j 

"-. 

J. H. RYERSON, PRESIDE-NT, 

H .. W. LEECH, V.PRES/DENT 

F. D.KEELER 

CHAIRMAN BoARo OF Di RECTORS 

J_S: RANDALL 

StccRETARY ANo TR£ASURER 

UFACTUR£RS .· . 

0
. , n .C 

OF ~o rp..-:, 

R21.SS u FOR 

FOUNDERS & FINISHERS OF 

BRASS, BRONZE & 
-ALUMINUM CASTINGS 

:PLUMBERS, GAS & WATER WORKS 

RocKFOhD, ltL ., 



CAPITAL $ 500, 000 . 
UNDIVIDED .PROFITS $ 4-00 , 00_0 . 

OLDEST BANK IN ROCKFORD 

THE THIRD NATIONAL s ·AN K 
G . C . SPAFFORD ; PRESID ENT 

M . A . KJEl,LGRE'.N ' VI CE PRESIDENT 
J . WESTERBERG,VICE PRES.& TRUST OFFICER 
E . E .THAYER , CAS HIER • 

w. A '. DENNIS , ASST. CASH IER 
', R . L.FOSBERG , ASST.CAS HIEFl 

B . J . EAS TO"/ , ASST. TRU ST .O FFICER 

°RO_CKFORD~ ILLINOIS 



The MM\lfactuiers N <ltiol\aJ Bal\k 
·N.F. THQMPSON , President. 

AUG . P. FLO BERG. Vice President. H .A .TAYLOR. Vice Pres .& Trust Officer. 
A . R . FLOBERG, .- ,VicePresident. H.A .CONK t.:IN , Cashier. 

·E.J . HINZ,_ Assistant Cashier.. 

',R . A . PETERSON , Assistant Cashier. 
H . R . LEAM.AN. Assistant Cashier. 
H . P. HELM , . Assistant Cashier. 

Rockford Illinois 
• ' 



NEW YORK OFFICE - : . 
93 WORTH ST. 

ROOM? 613 -614 \ 



TELEPHONE MAIN 163 



0 . B . HARDING , PRESIDENT 

.J . A . BOWMAN , VICE PRESIDENT 

' u. D. TAYLOR , CASHIER, 

. B . D . HOGFELDT, ASST. CASHIER 

''THE BANK OF PERSONAL SERVICE'' 

11679 . 

T 1e Commeruial , ~tional Bank 
of°)Roukfolf»d 

CAPITAL STOCK$ ~00,000.00 
SURPLUS $ 50,000.00 



Form 1504 

·-The ·Sundsfr. 

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 



CABLE ADDRESS • 
. · su'NTOOL 

-LI.EB ER'S Li!ATEST 
• q)!='E-

·Sundstrand Machine Tool Co. 
' . ➔ • ) - - ~ - , 

. . 

ENGINEERS MANUFACTURERS 

LATHES.MILLING MACHINES AND SPECIAL MACHINERY • 

Hnc.KFD~D, ILUN01s~U.5.A. 



~· 

··coTTA TRAN,SMISSION:'CdRPOR,ATIO-N 
- - Manufacturers of ,-~-~- ' , 

.,- Cotta .~T ran~~is:sion-s 
Positive or ~ Dent~l Cl~~~h S;stem 

_ _ _B.OCKFORD, ILL 
- · --:~ • ~ ... . ~ •• .... --i,~ ,._ ... . 



HIGH GRADE .- SEWING ~CHINES 



W. A. FORBES,l;'RES.o. MAN A G~R 

G. 0. FORBES,5 E~Y- & TR .EAS. 

F , C. RUTZ,VP. & As ST. MAN.AGER 

.N . .J. SCH MI ot,, Ass·T, TREAS. 

·rn~~~ffi~il~illWDD ll~~o 
~@®mu=>®ill-£~ill . ll~®© 



NELSON KNITTING 

NEW .YORK 
ROOMS 613- 614 

93 WO.RTH ST. 

[The 

MANUFACTURERS 

Old Orz9inal fRockford 
FACTOR Y & MAIN OFFICE 

ROCKFORD, I LL. 
DIRECTALLCORRESPONDENCE 

, TO MAIN OFFICE 

CO~ 
Socks 

A . S . RUHL , PRESIDENT 

WM.H .-ZIOCK·,v,ce: PRE:SIOE:NT 

o.s __ RUG.G , se:cR·e:TARY 

F.J.GIN DERS , Ass'T. :Se:c'y_ · 

T . J. FLODEN , TREASUR ER 



Fo:r;est Cjty Nationai Batik, 
. . . 'Rockford, in.-

FORE ST· CITYNATIO~AL BANK 

CAPITAL $300,000 . 
S~LUS.A~ ~~Iv.:IDED :PROFITS ~ 

$250,000. 

ROCKFORD, .. ILLINOIS. 

JOHN D .~ATERMAN, CHAIR.MA..._, 
R .13. SPOTTSWOOD,PREsmENT 
E .H.KEELER ;Vi:cE PRESll>ENT 
E-:E;-BRUMJ3AUGH,VicEPRESmENT 
THOMAS . L . SIZER, CASHIER 

ERNE ST G , A.TKINS 'AsSISTANT CASHIER 
EARL BREYVOGEL , AssrsTANT CASHIER 



PLANT OF THE 

..iVa~/onil/ .frock fJo., -R,oc/cford9.I//. 

.JVc1;/ond/ ·GocK ff o. • 
:0 . ·l, 1 

MANUFACTURERS OF THE 

f?,ockford kine of Hardware · 
. I 

Rockford,/llf nois u.s.a. 



ROCKFORD . LUMBER fd' FUEL Co. -

·BRANCH YARDS 
. . Beloit Lumber -Co., Beloit~ Wi~. . . 

Whitewatei-' Lbr. : c~.; Whitewate;, Wis. 

201 East State Street · 

ROCKFOR.D,· ·1L L INOIS T. D. REBER,. President 
JEROME BAKER, V. ·Pres .. 
E R. RUNDQUIST, V. Pres . 
E. H. KEELER, Secy.&' Tr~as. -
E. M. KELLEY, Ass't Se~r- &'·Treas. 
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"t;,~~-~i; . '' ~ ' 
~ &v-~~-;,s. \ ~ • • 
-~~\\,·,•:\ ~-" ,W...J.. ~ -- ... 

/f.,;;l. 7,3~ 

GENERAL OFFICE EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 
EXECUTIVE AND GENERAL SALES OFFICES 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Sundstrand 
' . ' 

DIVISION 

WbRKS:-ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 



HiGi-i GRADE ~, ___ .,., Fu-RNITURE 

• MANUFACTU,R ERS 

. Ro GHFORD, ILL. 



--::-_ - :=-.5Y 

SWEDISH AM.ERi CAN NATIONAL BANK 
.CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $400. 000.00 

-ROCKFORD, I_LL~, . 
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is m~nth th.~ hu~ter takes ;.s gun 
And does out hunhn"° just for Tun . 
He lies in wait lo ha.p his ga:me. 

• The RocKfOR.[5 never does the s a-me . 
It never lies, it does n· t w ai.t 

~ ~I' lt 's ~ and its up to da.te. 

December ,\~oq 
6uf'l. d'1on 1ue.\r/ed. ih'vr. rtl s~1: 

I ,f.. 3 1/ 
lJ t 7 8 9 10 II 
1.2 W IJ/- 15 /t; 17 18 
J9 t20 o'l l '2:2 cfl._9 -2.1 :2.51 
~(,, .2..1 .Q8 ,2q c30 c'.ll 

At one o•clock when-whistles blow, 
And back toworkor school we ct,o­

. If we are late theres no excuse . 
. ,1•',r When there is such a watch in use 

··-:,~;;,,:-:. As ihe'Rookfo.,d! As petfect asskill 
.ana exper1e11ce can make it . 

-======- ---------

A{ two o-clock. the mati~e 
~ 8<ZS:ins most every Saturday 

Then love lorh lads an3 lassies loo 
Go watch the heto pt"ove so true.. 

~ Bui: truest thins: Oh earth to-d~y 
s'fhe 'RockfordWatcf:, {'is made thatway. ----- • , 



01,!J: a 4a6y,yef­
wdh a Roel<l"ord he 
Co/1/2ave • • • • 

1R[J£ JJIIE J'fJ~A 1/FE JJHE 

• :1. · . ~ e/'larch-1910 
·sunJ1ion lue .Wed .lhur. Tri.Sat. 

. I 2 3 4 5 
·: :· .. ·c.; 7 B 9 10 li-12 

13 l4 15 16 17 18 19 
20 ZI_ 2'2 23 24 25 26 
27 28 2..9 30 .31 

• .,,v•'j,.-
/ _ •• At t hree O · clock the baby 9oes ;:_.r~~r..:,, 

• Dressed in his fluffy lacy clothes 
To h.ke ~ ride out in the. park . 
Ano watch the birds fly unt il da:rk. 

But Time flies too an() ha.by ooon 
Will be a mc\.n a.nc3 know the boon 

.of A · Roc'kfo1·dwateh' 1ike-0therme~. 

ts April •· 
mi.ssed his _ slow. 

nd h~ ~s .splashtns in . Because he 
doesn't know That if k had a"ROCKFORD"' 
atch,He•d never mi.ss a trick.The Rockford iSan. 
e.st watch . It does n' f mi.ss a tick . 

T R.UE: T I M£ F0R A LIFE TIME 

~ if~nlt,Jl'112. ~~ IW 

~t-19I0 
.Tue .Wed. Thur.Tri. cSat: 
3 4 5 6 7 
10 II 12: 1314 
17 If$ 19 2~i\ 
z.4 2.s z.0 zn 
3~ 

If you wa nt to be prompt to a T, 
To a · show,or where e'er it ·rnay ~ 

There'.s a time piece thats h ue, 
I w ill spe 11 it for y o u_ 

R-O - C--K-F-O~R-D. 

June-1910 
u n:f1o n .Tue .Wed. lhur. lri. 

I 2. 3 
5 0 7 8 ,9 10 11 
12. 13 14 15 I 6 17 18 

' 19 20 21 22. 23 Z.4 25 
2.0 Z7 Z$ Z9 30 

~ m a. the year, 
e 21il). is almost her e. . • 

ut there is not a. da.y so Ion~ 
ockfordwatc"hwifl eer$ovkon~ 



[_ 

. ,:; u~uot-1910 
on.Tue >Ned .ihur 

_i 2 3 . 4 
• 8 9 10 ll 
14 15 lb 17 lff 
21 22 23 24 25 
$1:.9303 

~oo o summe . 
morninB:,noon or night 
e'el'you see a Rockfot"d wa 

ou know the time is right. 
/f- is lllaoe lo te/111,erii}-fif bme 

3 ptembe -19IO 
n.J1 n.Tue. 1Fiur ri S 

) 2. 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
II lZ. 13 14 15 16 17 
·18 19 20 £1 22 2.32.4 
2.5 Z6 Z7 2.-6 e9 "Jlf 

SCHOOL 

Sun./lon fue .Wed.Tfiur.1H,- Sff. ~ - / 

23456- 78' 
9 10 11 12. 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 2, 22 I 
23 1:4 25 P..6 Z7 28 :z9 
30 .JI .,4 

{V 
-~1 
l 



NOVEMBER 1910 
t)U11MonTuesWedlhur1ri Sa 

I 2. 3 ¥ 5 
6 7 ~ 9 /tJ II 12 ' 
13.l'l./51617 IJ I? 
20 21222321/ 25 Z6 "'-"'.A46H..,. 

27 28 2'1 JO 

,,tf_ ,r.r• I 
ir->.,1;., ' 

:..,._,bi(_.r,lifj_i!l\~i~1¥~~ 9 ~~-~ ~ j 

is month the. hunter takes is gun 
And does out huntin<?, just -for fun. 
He lies in wait lo trap his game. 

TheRocKFoRd never does the Sa.me. 
lt never lies, it does n· t wait 

klll!~!!!Y!~~?:~~¾i~~~~~-:;., • •. It's nerfe~t and its up to date. 
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Golf Shelter, Sii:missippi Park 









1 Loyal -soldier 
:on guard anew 
: Old soldiers never die, they just change sentry 
,posts. • , 

Rockford's oldest soldier, on guard since 1877 has 
, left his glassed-in retreat in the foyer of Winnehago 
~County Courthouse's main entrance and finally is 
; back where he belongs, on duty under the skies. 

• -. This time his post is in a triangular tract ~hich ·i 
, Greenwood Cemetery Association • donated for a· 
;mini-park. The site is at Auburn and Main Streets. 
:' A gift initially of the Grand Army of the Republic 
'.Auxiliary, the statue once stood on a pedestal sur­
_rounded by a fountain stanffen7 _riard in front o_f ' 
;Rockford's old courthouse. K--~-C/-Lf--fi/- ; 
'. When the . current building went up, the sfutue 
went into storage, then was resurrected for the court­
,hous~ foyer where it became the object of abuse. • 
:_ Graffiti often -covered the soldier's proud exterior. 
~art of the musket he ·holds vertically in a position of 
ease -~as broken off. Concerned members • of the . 
'Rockford Council of New England Women donated a 
'glass panel to shield the Union soldier from pred-
ators and detractors. • • • -
' Those same New England descendants are still 
concerned, now that he's out in the open. 

- ·• • But Rockford sculptor Gene Horvath has overseen 
_ the new installation, which includes · a three:.tiered 
base with the soldier standing on a Corinthian col­
umn from Rockford's original main library building. 
As architect Dan Lindberg designed it, the Union 
soldier's heaq will~ 18 to 19 feet above ground. .• 
: If that doesn't protect' him, Rockford Park Dis­
trict police will. The park district is responsible for 
maintaining all of this new mini-park. 
, Incidentally, the park is near the old Camp Fuller 

_ area, where Rockford area volunteers encamped on 
their way to Civil War battles. • 

So welcome ·back, Union Soldier. Historically, 
you've come home ?gain. _ _ . • 

Th• s C;- ; i,.; W'ltt< 5-o r~, ·r $:+'~- --1 ~vrr~l"ri--'f 
in -fv-cn'\-r _ of Me.m ovi a . .L- ~ It (. 21),Z,lt, ) 

Soldier, 
·'Symbol' 
touched up 
By Alice Hrnicek 

, The Register Star . 

A subdued statue and a blazing or­
~e ~pture will be dedica~ once 
fimshmg touches are placed on them 
after being moved to new homes. 

The Civil War statue a tribute to 
Union soldiers, was m~ved from a 
glass case at the Winnebago County 
Courthouse to the southwest corner 
of Greenwood Cemetery at North 
Main and Auburn streets. • . • 

quy Fiorenza, president of the 
-~am 8..:ld Auburn Business Associa­
tion~ sa!d the dedication date should 
be decided at the association's 
Thu~y morning meeting. The cel­
ebration has been scheduled for Nov 
11, Veterans' Day. However beca~ 
the installation was completcl by the 
end· of last week, an earlier ceremony 
may be plann~ he said. ' 

"W ' bee e ve. n concerned about the 
w~at~er m November," Fiorenza 
said. We thought maybe we would 
have a program earlier and see if we 
could tie it in with the Veterans' Day 
celebration later." 

David '\Yiemer, assistant parks di­
rector, said the statue was trans­
ferred because _ of community inter­
est. /f'-~~ '1-S-<F,¥ 

"Symbol," ~ sculpture designed by 
l\lexander Liberman; ,recently was 
~?v~ fr?m .the downtown mall to 
:;rnnissipp1 Park, where Area 
:!ire~tor~ Inc. expects to finish 
velding it together today. JoAnne 
~ake_r, Rockfol:1 Park District depu­
y ~hr~tor, said she anticipates a 
ledi~tion c~remony once the sculp­
ure IS repamted and lighting is in-

otailed. _._, , __ _ 

r 
l l 

( 5u ne..<-t- pk,71) ) 
--~~ ..... , 

"Symbol" was moved at a cost of · 
$~8,000. Rockford residents.~who 1 

viewed the sculpture as they walked ; 
or P~ed past -on the bicycle path 
had mued reactions to the artwork ' 
t~t has. been a source of controversy 
smce being brought to Rockford. • ·: 

~ac~}e ~e~, 13, 150 Rose A-ro~, 1 
said, I like 1t. It reminds me of 
Ro_ckford. It's a little different and : 
Rockford's kind of weird." ' 

<?reg Stevenson, 23, • 3610 Bently , 
Dnve, reac~ differently. . . . 

:·1 .~i,nk it's a waste, really," he • 
said. It s not natural. I would rather ' 
have a natural environment. I would 
rather see a tree there." 

. Wiemer said transferring the sol­
dier statue cost between· $33 000 and 
$35,000; ' ·- • 

Of that , $20,500 is being paid 
through a Community Development 
grant and the !est is being supported 
through donations. • 

!'he statue rests on top of a Corin- , 
thian column taken from the old lib­
rary building. The column stands on • 
a r?un~, three'.'tiered limestone base, 
w~ich IS surrounded by a circle of 
bnck. . . --· 

,;% -~ ~ ; -- - ..;__· J 4 
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CENTRAL PARK GARDENS 
AMUSEMENT PARK3200AUBURN -
MAIN ENTRANCE. DEDICATION 

M~~ 1l: \:41115' ltb? 1 
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.3IRDER BRIDGE 
STATE ST. LOOK-. 
ING WEST.1809 
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Ca.,pitol Theaitri 
.South Main 

1940's • 
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