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. ULSUATEN INDrAY FRONTIER IN 1540,

LETTER—No. 1

As the following pages have been hastily compiled, at the urgent request
of a number of my {riends, from a series of Letters and Notes writtan by
myse!f during several vears' residence and travel amongst a number of tha
wildest and most remote tribes of the North American Indiane, I have
thought it best 10 make this page the bezinaing of my hook ; dizpensing
with Preface, and even with Dedication, other than that which I hereby
make of it, with all my heart, to those who will take the pains to read jr.

Ifit be necessary to render any apolagy for beginning thus unceremaniously
wy readers will understand that I had ne space in these, my first volimes,
lo throw away ; ner much time at my disposal, which I couid, in Justice,
use for introducing myself and my works to the world. .

Having commeaced thus abruptly then, I will veature to take upon
myselfl the sin of calling this one of the series of Letters of which I have
spoken ; although I am writing it several vears later, and placin it a the
begitning of my book ; br which means I will be enabled briedly 10 intro-
duce myself 1o my readers (who, as yet, know little or nothing of me), and
also the subjects of the following epistles, with such explanations of the
customs described in them, as will serve for a key or glossary to the same,
and prepare the reader’s mind for the information they contain.

Amidst the multiplicity of books which are, in this enlizhtened age,

flooding the world, 1 feel it my duty, as early as possible, to beg pardon for -

making a book at all; and in the next (if my readers should become so
much interested in my narrations, as to censure me for the brevity of the
work) to take some considerable credit for not having trespassed too long
Upon their time and patience.

Leaving my readers, therefore, to find out what is in the book, without
promising them anything, I proceed to say—of myself, that [ was born in

i Wybnming, in North Ameriza, some thirty or forty years sine€, of parents

YoL. 1, ‘ B
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martin w '|ohnson

From: "martin w johnson" <martinjohnson48@msn.com>

To: <wbcgensociety@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 4.45 PM

Subject: Fw: chief big thunder, grandfather of chief black hawk??

-~ Original Message —-

From: martin w johnson

To: MARTIN JOIHNSON

Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 4:31 PM

Subject: chief big thunder, grandfather of chief black hawk??
came across a few more of my chief big thunder notes. W
1878 history of ogle co., illinois page 74, L4 '::’/

black hawk a sac chief (ma-ka-tai-me-she-kla-kish) was born 1767 at rock river &
mississippi river junction.ebiad / § 39 Soe Mo e d AusrriZecin g

his father was pahaes (py-e-sa). his grand father was chief thunderer (na-na-ma-kee).
the 1767 birth date must be chief big thunders birth year ??

I think this chief thunderer is chief big thunder, that was in front of the present boone co. ' \f
coourt house

mummified, in 1835. died ?1n . picture is on 1858 boone co. farmers ,§‘r
map, with hair up Q
for war.

a chief black thunder, was alive in this area in 1831,

put in news letter.

12/7/2012
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who entered that beautiful and famed valley soon ofter the close of the- :

The éarly part of my life was whiled away, apparently, somewhat in vain,
with Looks reviictantly held in one hand, and a rifle or fishing-pole firmly A}
and affectionately grasped in the other. . 2

At the urgent request of my father, who was a practising lawyer, I wasy
prevailed upon to abandon ‘these favourite themes, and also my occasionalﬂ% .
dubklings with the brush, which had secured already a corner in my'i
affcctions ; and I commenced reading the law fora profession, under the™
direction of Reeve and Gould, of Connecticut. I attended the lectures 0
these learned judges for two years—was admitted to the bar—and practised

revolutionary war, and the disastrous event of the “ Indian massacre.” );é K

the law, as a sort of Nimrodical lawyer, in my native land, for the term of N

tmo or three years; when I very deliberately sold my law library and all
(save my rifle and fishing-tackle), and converting their proceeds into brushes
and paint pots; 1 commenced the art of painting in Philadelphia, without
-eacher or adviser. : .

I there closely applied my hand to the labours of the art for several years;
during which time my mind was continually reaching for some branch or
cnterpriée of the art, on which to devote a whole life-time of enthusiasm ;
when a delegation of some ten or fifteen noble and dignified-looking Indians,
from the wilds of the ¢ Far West,” suddenly arrived in the city, arrayed M
and equipped 1n all their classic beanty,--with shield and he]met,—— _
with tunic and manteau,—tinted and tasseiled off, exactly for the painter’s g
palette ! . . "

In silent and stoic dignity, these lords of the forest strutted about the city
for a few days, wrapped in their pictured robes, with their brows plumed with I
the quills of the war-eagle, altracting the gaze and admiration of all who
beheld them. After this, they took their leave for Washington City, and I8
was left to reflect and regret, which I did long and deeply, until I came to K
“the following deduetions and conclusions. [

Black and blue cloth and civilization are destined, not only to veil, but to, ;
obliterate the grace and beauty of Nature. . Man, in the simplicity and g€
loftiness of his nature, unrestrained and unfettered by the disguises of arly :
18 surely the most beautiful model for the painter,—and the country from] .
which he hails is unquestionably the best study or school of the arts in the
world : such I am sure, from the models I have seen, is the wilderness of] h
North America. And the history and customs of such a people, preserved, '
by pictorial illustrations, are themes worthy the life-time of one man, and
nothing short of the loss of my life, shall prevent me from visiting theis

country, and of becoming their historian, '
There was something inexpressibly delightful in the above resolve, whlc'g
was to bring me amidst such living-models for my brush ; and at the same .
time to place in my hands again, for my living and protection, the objecg
of my heart above-named ; which had long been laid by to rust and decafl 3
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in the city, without the remotest prospect of again contributing to my

- amusement,
I had fully resolved—I opened my views to my friends and relations, but

~ got not one advocate or abettor. 1 tried fairly and faithfully, but it was in
vain to reason with those whose anxieties were ready to fabricate every
*_difficulty and danger that could be imagined, without being able to under-
" stand or appreciate the extent or importance of my designs, and I broke -
" from them all,—from my wife and my aged parents,—mysell my only
adviser aad protector. :
. With these views firmly fixed-—armed, equipped, and supplied, [ Sﬁlrted

. out in the year 1832, and penetrated the vast and pathless wilds which are

familiarly denominated the great * Far West” . of the North American
" Continent, with a light heart, inspired with an enthusiastic hope and reliance
that I could meet and overcome all the hazards and privations of "a life

. devoted to the production of a literal and graphic delineation of the living

manners, customs, and character of an interesting race of people, who
are rapidly passing away from the face of the earth—lending a hand to a
dying nation, who have no historians or biographers of theirown to pourtray
with fidelity their native looks and history ; thus snatching from a hasty
oblivion what could be saved for the benefit of posterity, and perpetuating
it, as a fair and just monument, to the memory of a truly lofty and noble
tace.

I have spent about eight years already in the pursuit above-named, having
bren for the most of that time immersed in the Indian country, minglin:
with red men, and identifying mysell with them as much as possible, i;
their games and amusements; in order the better to familiarize myself with
their superstitions and mysteries, which are the keys (o Indian life and
character.

1t was-during the several years of my.life just mentioned, and whilst [
was in familiar participation with them in their sports and amusements, that
1 Penned the following series of epistles; describing only such glowing or
curious scenes and events as passed under my immediate observation; leavine
their early history, and many of their traditions, language, &c. for a subse-
‘quent and much more elaborate work, for which I have procured the
materials, and which I may eventually publish.

I'set out on my arduous and perilous undertaking with the determination
of reaching, ultimately, every tribe of Indians on the Continent of North
America, and of bringing home faithful portraits of their principal personages,
both men and women, from each tribe; views of their villages, games, &c.
n_nd. full notes on their character and histury. I designed, also, to procure
tLeir costumes, and a complete collection of their manufactures and weapons,
aud to perpetuate them in o Gatlery unique, for the ‘use and instruction of
future ages.

| claim whatever merit there may have been in the originality of such a

B
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design, as T was undoubtedly the first artist who ever set out upon sucha §
work, designing to carry his canvass to the Rocky Mountains ; and a con-

siderable part of the following Letters were written and published in the New
York Papers, as early as the years 1832 and 1833 ; long before the Tours of

Washington Irving, and several others, whose interesting narratives are ’

.befove the world. . .

1 have, a3 yet, by no means visited aif the tribes; but I have progressed a
very great way with the enterprise, and with far greater and mere complete
success than I expected.

I have visited forty-eight different tribes, the greater part of which I found
speaking different languages, and containing in all 400,000 souls. 1 have
brought home safe, and in good order, 310 portraits in oil, all painted in
their native dress, and in their own wigwams ; and alse 200 other paintings
in oil, containing views of their villages—their wigwams—their games and
religious ceremonies—their dances—their ball plays—their buffalo hunting,
and other amusements (containing in all, over 3000 full-length figures);
and the landscapes of the country they live in, as well as a very extensive
and curious collection of their costumes, and all their other manufactures,
from the size of a wigwam down to the size of a quill or a rattle.

A considerable part of the above-named paintings, and Indian manufac-
tures, will be found amongst the very numerous illusirations in the following
pages; having been, in every instance, faithfully copied and reduced by my
own hand, for the engraver, from my original paintings; and the reader of
this book who will take'the pains to step in to * CatLixn's NorTa
Avenrcay Ixpravy Garrery,” will find nearly every scene and custorm
which is described in this work, as well as many others, carefully and
correctly delineated, and displayed upon the walls, and every weapon (and
every * SBachem” and every * Sagamore” who has wielded them) according
to the tenor of the tales berein recited. .

So much of myself and of my works, which is all that I wish to say at
present. . i

Of the Ixprans, | have much more to say, and to the following de-
lineations of them, and their character and customs, I shall make no further
apology for requesting the attention of my readers. ‘ :

The Indians (as I shall call them), the savages or red men of the forests
and prairies of North America, are at this time a subject of great interest
and some tmportance to the civilized world ; rendered more particularly so in
this age, from their relative-position to, and their rapid declension from, the
civilized nations of the earth, A numerous nation of human beings, whose

origin is beyond the reach of human investigation,—whose early history is -

lost—whose term of national existence is nearly expired-——three—fourths of
whose country has lallen into the possession of civilized man within the short
space of 250 years—twelve millions of whose bodies have fattened the soil in
- the mean time ; who have fallen victims to whiskey, the small-pox, and the

5

o .bayonet; leaving at this time but a meagre proportion 0 Yive o short time

.longer, in the certain apprehension of soou sharing a similar fate.
" The writer who would undertake to embody the whole history-of such a
.people, with all their misfortunes and calamities, must needs have much
_more space than 1 have allotted ta this e¢pitome ; and he must needs begin
also (as [ am doing) with those who.are living, or he would be very apt to
dwell upon the preamble of his work, until the present living remnants of
" the race should bave passed away; and their existence and customs, like

> those of ages gone bye, become subjects of doubt and incredulity to the

world for whom his book was preparing,  Such an historian alse, to do them
- justice, must needs correct many theories and opinions which have, either
ignorantly or maliciously, gone forth to the world in indelible characters;
and gather and arrange a vast deal which has been but imperfectly recorded,
or placed to the credit of a people who have not had the means of recording
it themselves; but have entrusted it, from necessity, to the honesty and
punctuality of their enemies.
_In such an history should be embodied, also, a correct account of their
treatment, and the causes which have led to their rapid destruction : and a
plain and systematical prophecy as to the time and manner of their ftinal
_ extinction, based upon the causes and the ratio of their former and present
declension.

So Hercualean a task may fall to my lot al a future period, or it may not:
but I send forth these volumes at this time, fresh and full of their living
deeds and customs, as a familiar and uustudied introduction (at least) to,
them and their nmative character; which I confidently hope will repay the’
readers who read for information and historical facts, as well as those who
read but for amusement, - :

The world know generally, that the Indisns of North America are copper
coloured ; that their eyes and their hair are black, &c.; that they are mostly

“uncivilized, and consequently unchristianized ; that they are nevertheless
human beings, with features, thoughts, reason, and sympathies like our own;
but few yet know how they live, how they dress, how they worship, what
arc their actions, their customs, their religion, their amusements, &c. as
they practise them in the uncivilized regions of their uninvaded country,
which it is the main object of this work, clearly and distinctly to set forth.

It would be iimpossible at the sume time, in 2 book of these dimensions, to
e;cplain uif the manners and customs of Lthese people; but as far ag they are

. marrated, they have been described by my pen; upon the spot, as 1 have
seen them transacted ; and if some few of my narrations should seem a
fittle too kighly coloured, 1 trust the world will be ready to extend to-me

-.that parden which it is customary to yield to all artists whese main {aults

) ﬁ’_‘ist i the vividness of their cclouring, rather than in the drawing of their

pictures; but there is nothing else in them, I think, that I should ask
pardon for, even though some of them should stagger credulity, and incar
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for me the censure of those critics, who sometimes, unthinkingly or un-
mercifully, sit at home at their desks, enjoying the luxury of wine and a
good cigar, over the simple narration of the honest and weather-worn
traveller (who shortens his half-starved life in catering for the world), to
condemn him and his work to oblivion, and his wife and-his little children to
poverty and starvation ; merely because he describes scenes which they have
not beheld, and which, consequently, they are unable to believe.

The Indians of North America, as I have before said, are COpper—colo{:red, ¥

with long black hair, black eyes, tall, straight, and elastic forms—are less
than two millions in number—were originally the undisputed owners of the
soil, and got their title to their lands from the Great Spirit who created
them on it,—were once a happy and flourishing people, enjoying ‘all the

comfortz and luxuries of life which they knew of, and consequently cared
" for :—were sitteen millions in numbers, and sent that number of daily
prayers to the Almighty, and thanks for his goodness and protection. Their
country was entered by white men, but a few hundred years since; sid
thirty millions of these are now scuffling for the goods and luxuries of life,
over the bones and ashes of t+elve millions of red men; six millions of
whom have fallen victims to the small-pox, and the remainder to the sword,
the bayonet, and whiskey ; all of which means of their death and destruction
have been introduced and visited upon them by acquisitive white men ; and
by white men, also, whose forefathers were welcomed and embraced in the
land where the poor Indian met and fed them with “ ears of green corn and
with pemican.” Of the two millions remaining alive at this time, about
1,400,000, are already the miserable living victims and dupes of white man’s
cupidity, degraded, discouraged and lost in the bewildering maze that is
produced by the use of whiskey and its concomitant vices; and the
remaining number are yet unroused and unenticed from their wild haunts
or their primitive modes, by the dread or love of white man and bhis
allurements, - '

It has been with these, mostly, that I have spent my time, and of these,
chiefly, and their customs, that the following Letters treat. Their habits
- (and their’s alone) as we can see them transacted, are native, and such as 1
have wished to fix and preserve for future ages,

Of the dead, and of those who are dying, of those who have suffered death,
and of those who are now trodden and kicked through it, T may speak more
fully in some deductions at the close of this book; or at some future time,
when I may fiud more leisure, and may be able to speak of these scenes ||
without giving offence to the world, or to any body in it. Al

Such a portrait then as I have set forth in the following pages (taken by. ﬂ‘
myself from the free and vivid realities of life, instead of the vague and uncer;, )
tain imagery of recollection, or from the haggard deformities and distortiony 2
of disease and death), T offer 10 the world for their amusement, as well as £~}
their information; and I trust they will pardon me, if it should be thoug!.
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:that I have over-estimated the Indian character, or at other times descended
" {66 much into the details and minutiee of Indian mysteries and absardities.
“The reader, then, to understand me rightly, and draw from these Letters the
ormation which they are intended to give, must follow me a vast way from
X “ci.vilized world; he must needs wend his way from the city of New York,
i’“&‘ei:_:the Alleghany, and far beyond the mighty Missouri, and even to the
‘,ti;;?é‘.‘é.n_d summit of the Rocky Mouatains, some two or three thousand
X iiles from the Atlantic coast. He should forget many theories he has read
m books of Indian barbarities, of wanton butcheries and murders: and
di?’e.';t himself, as far as possible of the deadly prejudices which he has
Frearried from his childhood, against this most unfortunate and most abused
yart of the race of his fellow-man.
e should consider, that if he has seen the savages of North America with-
‘making such a tour, he has fixed his eyes upon and drawn his conclu-
*sions {in all probability) only from those who inhabit the froutjer; whose habits
thave been changed—whose pride has been cut down—whose country has been

; ":qsacked—whose wives and daughters have isen shamefully abused—whose
j¥.1ands have been wrested from them-—whose limbs have become enervated and
Epaked by the excessr e use of whiskey—whose friends and relations have been
5 8 prematurely thrown into their graves—whose native pride and dignity have at
g last given way to the unnatural vices which civilized cupidity has engrafted
upon them, to be silently nurtured and magnified by a burning sense of in-
Jury and injustice, and ready for that eruel vengeance which often falls from
the hand that is palsied by refined'abuses, and yet unrestrained by the-glofi-
us inﬂuences of refined and moral cultivation.—That if he has laid up what
lnf _considers well-founded knowledge of these people, from books which he has
read, and from newspapers only, he should pause at least, and withhold his
sentence before he passes it upon the character of a people, who are dying at

- the hands of their enemies, without the means of recording their own annals -
: —struggling in their nakedness with their simple weapons, against guns and
_Bunpowder—against whiskey and steel, and disease, and mailed warriors who

.. are continually trampling them to the earth, and at last exultingly promulga-

:ting from the very soil which they have wrested from the poor savage, the

: h tory of his cruelties and barbarities, whilst his bones are quietly resting
prvgunder the very furrows which their ploughs are turaing.

gre_'.at.and unfortunate are the disparities between savage and civil, in

forn m}re;s——-m weapnns and defences—in enterprise, in craft, and in education,

; d}hi :'ormer is alm9st I'.Iniversal[;j the sufferer either in peace or in war;

3 igé: not less 20 after his pipe and his tomahawk have retired to the grave with

m, _anc! ‘bis character is left to be entered upon the pages of history, and

at Justice done to his memory which from necessity, he has intrusted to
-enemy. '

%l y Y hiepast
! An;;udgat the Bumerous historians, however, of these strange people, they
: -bad some friends who have done them justice ; yet as a part of all sys-
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tems of justice whenever it is meted to the poor Indian, it comes invariably:.;f;
too late, or is administered at an ineffectual distance; and that too when his i}
enemies nre continually about him, and effectually applying the means of his 2§
destruction. ’

Some writers, I have been gricved to see, have written down the character |

of the North American Indian, as dark, relentless, cruel and murderous in the
last degree ; with scarce a quality to stamp their existence of a higher order

. than that of the brutes :—whilst others have given them a high rank, as I feel

myself authorized to do, as honourable and highly-intellectual beings; and
others, both friends and foes to the red men, have spoken of them as an
** auomaly in vature ! ”

In this place I have no time or inclination to reply to so unaccountable
an assertion as this; contenting myself with the belief, that the term would be
far more correctly applied to that part of the human family who have strayed
facthest from nature, than it could be to those who are simply moving in, and

filling the sphere for which they were designed by the Great Spirit who made

them. .
From what 1 have seen of these people 1 feel anthorized to say, that there
is nothing very strange or unaccountable in their character; but that itis a
simple one, and easy to be learned and snderstood, if the right means be taken
to familiarize ourselves with.it.  Although it Las its dark spots, yet there is
much in it to be applauded, and much to recommend it to the admiration of
the enlichtened world. And I trust that the reader, who looks through these
volumes with care, will be disposed to join me in the conclusion that the
North American Indian in his native state, is an honest, hospitable, faithful,
brave, warlike, cruel, revengeful, relentless,—yet honourable, contemplative
and religious being. '
If such be the case, I am sure there is enough in it to recommend it to the

fair perusal of the world, and charity enough in all civilized countries, in this

enlightened age, to extend a helping hand to a dying race; provided that
prejudice and fear can be removed, which have heretofore constantly held

the civilized-portions in dread of the savage—and away from that familiar
.and friendly embrace, in which alone his true native character can be justly

appreciated. : :

I am fully convinced, from a long familiarity with these people, that the
Indian’s misfortune has consisted chiefly in our ignorance of their true native
character and disposition, which has always held us at & distrustful distance
from them ; inducing us to logk upon them in no other light than that at'a

- hostile foe, and worthy only of that system of continued warfare and abuse

that has been for ever waged against them. -

There is no difficulty in approaching the Indian and getting acquainted
with him in his wild and unsophisticated state, and finding him an honest
and honourable man; with feelings to meet feelings, if the above prejudice and
dread can be laid aside, and any one will take the pains, as I have done, 10

-
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-, and see him in the simplicity of his native state, smoking his pipe under
1is own humble roof, with his wil"e and f:hildren around him, and his faithful
Hogs and horses hanging about hr_s h05p1t.a‘ole t‘enemer‘\t.—tqo the world may
ke him and smoke lis friendly pipe, which will be invariably extended to
B hem ;. and share, with a hearty welcome, the best that his wigwam affords
Ifor the appetite, which is always set out to a stranger the next moment
hfter he enters.

i But so the mass of the world, most assuredly, will not see these people ; for
‘ey are too far off, and approachable to those only whose avarice or cupidity
Blone lead them to those remote regions, and whose shame prevents them
;'om publishing to the world the virtues which_ they have th?own down and
Hrampled under foot. . i
'- %,{The very use of the word savage, as it is applied in its general sense, I
fam inclined to believe is an abuse of the word, and the people to whom it is
applied. The word, in its true definition, means no more than wild, or wild
man ; and a wild man may have been endowed by his Maker with all the
Rhumane and noble traits that inhabit the heart of a tame man. Our
jenorance and dread or fear of these people, therefore, have givena new
fdefinition to the adjective; and nearly the whole civilized world apply the
gword savage, as expressive of the most ferocious, cruel, and murderous
character that can be described, _

B The grizzly beer is called savage, because he 15 blood-thirsty, ravenous *
aod cruel; and so is the tiger, and they, like the poor red wan, have been
feared and dreaded (from the distance at which ignorance and prejudice
ghave kept us from them, or from resented abuses which we have practised
Rwhen we have come in close contact with them), until Van Amburgh
shewed the world, that even these ferocious and unreasoning animals wanted
only the friendship and close embrace of their master, to respect and to
Blove him,

3 As evidence of the hospitality of these ignorant and benighted people,
alld also of their honesty and honour, there will be found recorded many
gstriking instances in the following pages. And also, as an offset to these,
imany evidences of the dark and cruel, as well as ignorant and disgusting

R cxcesses of passions, unrestrained by the salutary influences of laws and
RChristianity.

|

I
a

-T'I_have roamed about from time to time¢ during seven or eight years,
@visiting and associating with, some three or four ‘hundred thousand of these
fpeaple, under an almost infinite variety of circumstances ; and from the very
many and decided voluntary acts of their hospitality and kindness, I feel
bound to pronounce them, by nature, a kind and hospitable people. I have
peen welcomed generally in their country, and treated to the best that they
could give me, without any charges made for my board ; they have often
jescorted me through their enemies’ country at some hazard totheir own

lives, and aided me in passing mountains and rivers with my awkward bag-
voL, i, r
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R (hat ¢ strange anomaly” of man in the simple elements of his nature, un-

gage ; and under all of ihese circumstances of exposure, no Indian ever be< C : i .
W " dissolved ar compounded into the mysteries of enlightened and fashionable

trayed me, struck me a blow, or stole from me a shilling’s worth of my
property that I am aware of. oo £

This is saying a great deal, (and proving it too, if the reader will believe
me) in favour of the virtues of these people ; when it is borne in mind, as it :
should be, that there is no law-in their land to punish a man for theft—that §
locks and keys are not known in their country—that the commandments have
never been divulged amongst them ; nor can any human retribution fall uponf
the head of a thief, save the disgrace which attaches as a stigma to his cha-§
racter, in the eyes of his people about him.

And thus in these little communities, strange as it may seem, in the ab{ii
sence of all systems of jurisprudence, 1 have often beheld peace and happilie
iess, and quiet, reigning supreme, for which even kings and emperors migh{e"
vy them. | have seen rights and virtue protected, and wrongs redressed i
and [ have seen conjugal, filial and paternal affection in the simplicity and
contentedness of nature. [ have unavoidably, formed warm and enduring
attachments to some of these men which I do not wish to forget—who haw
brought me near to their hearts, and in our final separation have embrage }é '
me in their arms, and commended me and my affairs to the keeping of the¥

NOTE.

: -';A' tha singular manners of the Country set forth in thf Sfollowing pages, and the extra-
A ardinary scents repraented in the very numerous illustrations, are of such a -character as
ln. ;'cqui‘re all possible aids for the satisfaction of the reaa’er.:; I hops they u.:xH excuse me
‘j‘gf intruding in this place ths numerous Certificates which follow, and H'}l.lch have been
,}'Ewlunmrilg furnithed ma by men whose lives, it will be seen, have been spent, fu great pare,
. ?.‘in the Indian Country, and in familiurity with the men and manners sot forth in the work:

CERTIFICATES.

* o I hereby certify, that the persons whose signatures are affixed to the certificates here
3 H ] N - balow, by Mr. Carury, are officers in tha service of the United States, as herein set forth;
Great Spmt. U and that their opinions of the accuracy of the likenesses, and correctness of the views, &ec.

For the above reasons, the reader will be disposed to torgive me for dwelSIR- exhibited by him in his ¢ Isorax GaLceny,’ ere entitled to full credit.
ling so long and 30 strong on the justness of the claims of these people : ar:d : « J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War, Washington.”
for my oceasional expressions of sadness, when my heart bleeds for the fatg} ‘
that awaits the remainder of their unlucky race ; which is long to be outliv
by the rocks, by the beasts, and even birds and reptiles of the country theyg
live in ;—set upon by their fellow-man, whose cupidity, it is feared, will Hxfi
no bounds to the Indian’s earthly calamity, short of the grave.

I cannot help but repeat, before I close this Letter, that the tribes of thj
red men of North America, as a nation of human beings, are on thel
wane ; that (to use their own very beautiful figure) ¢* they are fast trave]lin :
to the shades of their fathers, towards the setting sun ;" and that the travel }
ler who would see these people in their native simplicity and beauty, musé
needs be hastily on his way to the prairies and Rocky Mountains, or he will

" With regard to the gentlemen whose names aré affixed to ceriificates below, I am fully

werrsnted in saying, that no individuals have had better opportunities of acquiring a knovw-

- ledge of the persons, habits, costumes, and eports of the Indian tribes, or passess stronger

claime upon the public confidence in the statements they make, respecting the correctaess

of delineations, &c. of Mr. Catry’s Ivpraw Garreny ; and 1 may 3dd my owa testimony,

with regard to many of those Indians whom I have seen, and whose likenesses are in the
collection, and sketched with fidelity and correctnass.

' * C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washingtia.

. %] have sesn Mr.CaTuix'a Collection of Portraita of Indinns, enst of the Rocky Mountaina,
. many of which were familiar to me, sud painted in my presence: and as far as they have
included Indians of my acqueintance, the likenewes are easily recognized, bearing the most
- ‘i‘triki.ng resemblance to the originals, 2s well us faithful representations of their costumes.

despoiled ; to be gazed amongst in vain for some system or moral, or fol ) : " “ W. CLARK, Superintendent of Indiun dffairs, St. Louis!”
some scale by which to estimate their true native character, other than thall '
which has too often recorded them but a dark and unintelligible mass off
cruelty and barbarity,

Without further comments I close this Letter, introducing my readers atf

Y-
(-

once to the heart of the Indian country, only asking their forgiveness fo o9
having made it so Inng, and their patience whilst travelling through the¥gt
following pages (as I journeyed through those remote realms) in search offff
information and ratienal amusement; in tracing out the true character of

" 1] bave examined Mr. Catrix's Collection of the Upper Missouri Indians to the Rocky
%, Mountains, all of which 1 em acquainted with ; and indeed most of them were painted when
Ao 1 w'ai present, and I do not hesitate to pronounce them correct likenesses, nnd rendily to
:'*. be recognized. And I consider the costumes, as painted by him, to be the only correct re-
i presentations I have ever seer. . '

f . " JOHN F. A. SANFORD,

“U. 88, Indian Agent for Mandans, Rickarees, Minataress,

Crous, Knisteneaur, Assinneboing, Blackfeet, &e."
c 2
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nd dealt with the Black Feet Indians for five yenrs past, Y waa enabled
¢ of the Portraits of those people, and of the Crows aleo, which

S, S,

“ We have seen Mr. Catuiv's Portraits of Indiana east of the Rocky Mountaiiis, many - i

: o« Haring lived a
of which are familiar to us; the likenesses are ensily recognized, bearing a strong resem-

Ttn recognize eTery on

blance to the originels, as well ns n faithful representation of their costumes ‘ B 3¢ Careax has in his Collection, from the faithful likenesses they b::'r; t%thgﬁigz“;a} .
*J. DOUGHERTY, Indian Ageat. 1 o0 §t. Luuis, 1835 v o
“ Nugsmaber 7th, 1837. J. GANTT." ' .. apent sizteen yeats in the continual acquaintance with the Indiang of the
B "H““-lg pf the Missouri, represented in Mr. Catrix's Gallery of Indian Paintings,
‘" Wa hereby certify, that the Portraits of the Grand Pawuees, Republican Pawnees, § sevensl Snbes 0 den of l‘jlﬂ correctness of the likenesses, and I instantly recagnized
Pawnes Loups, Tappage Pawnees, Otoes, Omabaws, and Missouries, which are in Mr. 71 was enabled to juds

o~ ke
TL 43 I looked them over, from the striking resemblance they bore to t
Caruiw’s Inora¥ GaLLeny, were painted from lifa by Mr. Gro. Carrry, and that the indi- . esery one qfthcr,ow::tnhﬁ Loadacapes on the Missouri .

viduals aat to him in the costuraes precisely in which they are painted. . : *a_ngmn‘ll—“ algo,

: .+ “ HONORE PICOTTE.”
«J. DOUGHERTY, I. 4. for Puwnees, Omahaws, and Gtoes, ' . . .
“ New York, 1837, ¥, GANTT™ . _j‘_ «The Partraits, in the possession of Mr. CaTuiv, of Pownee Picts, Kioways, Cumanches,

= \/ 003, and Osages, were painted by him from life, when on a tour to their ‘°“°“’5&- wit!:;
ke H i o ily to b ognized, an
‘' Lhove seen Mr, Carisx's Collection of Indian Portraits, many of which were familiar to JEEE the United States Dragoouns. The likenesses are good, very easily to be recog

* N . . . . .-. ey . - d‘
me, and painted in my presence at their own villages. I hove spent the grester part of P the costumeés faitbfully represente . ¢ Dra
my life areongst the tribes and individuals he hua represented, and I do not hesitate to JENEEE - « HENRY DODGE, Col. ';gP’“B" i)![ %EURNKé:? Cnptl-;uo T8
pronounce them correct likenesses, and easily recognized: also his sketches of their SR R. H. MASON, Major of D‘_m" T.B. WHEELOCK, Lieut. Drag.”
manners and customs, I think, are excellent; and the landscepe views on the Missouri and »,-,_‘ D. HUNTER, Capt. itto. + B :

Mississippi, ure correct representations. ’
“ K. M*KENZIE, of the Am. Fur Co. Mouth of Yellow Stena.”

:T' * The Landscapes, Buffalo-Hunting scenes, &c. above-mentioned, I have seen, and
}&Ithough it hes been thirty years since I travelled over that country ; yet a considerable

B pumber of them I recognized as faithful representations, and 'fha remni?:fler of them ore
“We hereby certify, that the Portrnits of Seminoles and Euchees, in Mr. Cartix's Gar- I8 K 0 much in the peculiar character of that country os to seem entirely fumiliar to ma. . )
LEnY, wera painted by him, from the life, at Fort Moultrie ; that the Indiuns sat or stood Ml i - WAL CLARK, Superintendent of Indian Afizirs.”
in the costumes precisely in which they ore painted, and that the likenesses are remark- SR -

ably good. E ) , » #'Thy Landseape Views on the Missout, Buffalo Huants, cnd other scenes, taken by my
" P.MORRISON, Capt. 4th Toft. H. WHARTON, 2d.Lieut. 6th inft. SHE¥ friend Mr. Catvry, ore correct delineations of the scenes they profess to Tepresent, 33 1
J. 8. HATHAWAY, 2d Lieut, 1st Art. F. WEEDON, Assistant Surgeon. -] - perfactly well scquainted with the country, baving passed through it more thana
Fort Moultri¢, Jan. 26, 1838." , " ZaB dozen times. And further, I know, that they were taken oa the spot, from nature, as I

» -
+

. was prezent when Mr, Cariry visited that country. .
« JOHN F. A. SANFORD, U. §S. Indian Agent.”

" Haring examined D, Cavrin's Collection of Portraits of Indians of the Missouri to -‘
the Rocky Mountains, I have no hesitation in pronouncing them, so far 2 I am acquainted flR- s s onounce the Landseapa Views, Views of
with the Individuals, to be the best I have ever seen, both as regords the expression’of § | '_' H ﬁnivzzdn:;h?e::eil:fg:e? ob: ;:]al;;ppe; M‘il;Zuri by Mr. C.]:'I‘I.I"l to,be correct

. - * . ;s K . uan v T 3 N Dl
;ou:itennuee, and the sxact and complete monner in which the costum.a has been painted BB delineations of the scenery they profess to Tepresent; fnd although I-was not present
r when thoy wers taken in the feld, I was able to identify almost every ono between St

Louis and the grand bend of the Missouri.

“J. L. BEAN, S. Agent for Indian Affairs." Y

[T

#J. L. BEAN, S. 4gent of Indian Affairs.”

1 have exomined a series of paintings by Mr. Carvin, representing Indian Buffals

Hunts, Landscapes, &c., and from an acqunintance of twenty-seven years with such scenes

3 are representod, I feel qunlified to judge them, and do unhesitatingly proncunce them

goid and unexnggerated representations, .
“INQ., DOUGHERTY, Indian Agent for Pawnses, Omahaws, and Otces.

“T have been for' many years past in familinr acquaintence with the Indian tribes of
the Upper Missousi to the Rocky Mountaine, und also with the landscape and other 3
scenes rapresented in Mr. Catrin's Collection ; snd it gives ma great pleasure to assure |
the world, that on looking them over, I found the likenesses of my old {riends easily to
be recognized ; and his sketches of Manners and Customs to be pouttrayed with singular
truth ond correctnesa,

chiFiae

e Akt Tl it

JOr

3. PILCHER, Agent for Upper Missouri Indians.” .3

2
-

* It gives ms great pleasure in being enabled to add my nama to the list of thase who JENN:
have spontaneously expressed their approbation of Mr. Catura’s Collection of Indinn -~JiE
Paintings. Hia Collection of materials place it in his power to throw much light on the R,
Indian character, and his portraits, so far as 1 have seen them, are drawn with great EF
fdelity as to charocter and hkeneas. . ' g

' SHLSCHOOLCRAFT, Ludinn Agent for Wisconsin Tervitory.” A

Ag N




LETTER—No. 2.

MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE, UPPER MISSOURI, 1332,

I ArRRIVED at this place yesterday in the steamer “ Yellow Stone,” after {
voyage of nearly three months from St. Louis, a distance of two thousan AN
miles, the greater part of which has never before been navigated by steamg]
and the almost insurmountable difficulties which continually oppose thf
noyageur on this turbid stream, have been by degrees overcome by thel
indefatigable zeal of Mr. Chouteau, a gentleman of great perseverance, anf]
part proprietor of the boat. To the politeness of this gentleman 1 arf
indebted for my passage from St. Louis to this place, and I had also th]
pleasure of his company, with that of Major Sanford, the government ageny
for the Missouri Indians. .3

The American Fur Company have erected here, for their protection tgains
the savages, a very substantial Fort, 300 feet square, with bastions armedf
with ordnance (rraTe 3); and our approach to it under the continued roar 3“
cannon for half an hour, and the shrill yells of the balf-affrighted savazes
who lined the shores, presented a scene of the most thrilling and picturesqug
appearance. A voyage so full of incident, and furnishing so many novels ;
scenes of the picturesque and romantic, as we have passed the numeroug
villages of the “astonished natives,” saluting them with the puffing oY
steam and the thunder of artillery, would afford subject for many episties 3
and I cannot deny myself the pleasure of occasionally giving you some!
little sketches of scenes that I have witnessed, and am witnessing ; and oOff
the singular feelings that are excited in the breast of the stranger travelling]
through this interesting country. Interesting (as I have said) and Juzurious}
for this i§ truly the land of Epicures; we are invited by the savages id
feasts of dog’s meat, as the most honourable food that can be presented to
a stranger, and glutted with the more delicious food of béavers’ tails, an
buffaloes’ tongues. You will, no doubt, be somewhat surprised on the receipy
of & Letter from me, so far strayed into the Western World ; and still mo ‘
startled, when I tell you that I am here'in the full enthusiasm and praoticeg
my art. That enthusiasm alone has brought me into this remote region, 350
" miles from my native soil;. the last 2000 of which have furnished me witH]
almost unlimited models, both in landscape . nd the hu'manﬁgure, exactly
suited to my feelings. 1 am now in the full possession and enjoyments o

5
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¥+ 1 6ge conditions, on which alone I was induced to pursue the art as a pro-
Efession; and in anticipation of which alone, my admiration for the art could
ficever have been kindled into a “pure flame. I mean the free use of nature's
“"‘undisg—uised models, with the privilege of selecting for myself. If I am here
sing the benefit of the fleeting fashions -of the day, and neglecting that
egant polish, which the world say an artist shotflcl draw from a continual
Yintercourse with the polite world ; yet have I this consolation, that in this
--lO_IIl'IU'y,I am entirely divested  of those dangerous steps and allurements
wlich besct an artist in fashionable life ; and Lave little to steal my thoughts
¥ ijay from the contemplation of the beautiful models that are about w..
also, I have not here the benefit of that feeling of emulation, which is
life and spur to the arts, where artists are associates together; yet am
#1; surtounded by living models of such elegance and beauty, that I feel an
Jnéea.sing excitement of a much higher order—the certainty that 1 am
drawing knowledge from the true source. My enthusiastic admiration ot
an in the honest and elegant simplicity of nature, has always fed the
armest {eelings of my bosom, and shut half the avenues to my heart against
! : the specious refinements of the accomplished world. This feeling, together
BT with the desire to study my arl, independently of the embarrassments which
" the ridiculous fashions of civilized society have thrown in its way, has led
“me to the wilderness for a while, as the true school of the arts.
i 1 have for a long time been of opinion, that the wilderness ot our country
‘afforded models equal to those from which the Grecian sculptors transferred
te the marble such inimitable grace and beauty ; and 1 am now more
._confirmed in this opinion, since [ have immersed myself in the midst of thou-
sands and tena of thousands of these knights of the forest; whose whole
lives are lives of chivalry, and whose daily feats, with their naked limbs,
ight vie with those of the Grecian youths in the beautiful rivalry of the
Olympian games.

No man's imagination, with all the aids of description that can be given
to it, can ever picture the beauty and wildness of scenes that may be daily
witnessed in this romantic country; of hundreds of these graceful youtbs,
- without a care to wrinkle, or a fear to disturb the fall expression of pleasure
-and enjoyment that beams upon their faces—their long black hair mingling

,="}“‘ . with their horses’ tails, floating in the wind, while they are flying over the
o ¥ F _!:arpeted prairie, and dealing death with their spears and arrows, to a band of
' {J infuriated buffaloes; or their splendid procession in a war-parade, arrayed
) v : m all their gorgeous colours and trappings, moving with most exquisite

o 2 t o F,': grace and manly beauty, added to that bold defiance which man carries on
- k. ”‘_'_'}m front, who acknowledges no superior on earth, and who is amenable to no
et (R > -, AW except the laws of God and honour.

e &3 * -+ In addition to the knowledge of human nature and of my art, which I

HLTE ¥
P
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[

i - . hope to acquire by this toilsome and expensive undertaking, 1 have another

.0 view, which, if it should not be of equal service to me, will be of no less

-

B>~
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interest and value to posterity, I have, for many years past, contemplated SR
the roble races of red men who are now spread over these trackless forests ;
and boundless prairies, melting away at the approach of civilization. Their
rights invaded, their morals corrupted, their lands wrested from them, theirg
customs changed, and therefore lost to the world ; and they at last sunk
into the earth, and the ploughshare turning the sod over their graves;
and T have flown to their rescue—not of their lives or of their race (for they
are ““ doomed” and must perish), but to the rescue of their looks and their 3
modes, at which the acquisitive world may hurl their poison and every I

besom of destruction, and trample them down and crush them to death ; R’
yet, phaenix-like, they may rise from the * stain on a painter’s palette,” and 'R -

live again upon canvass, and stand forth for centuses yet to come, the § i
living monuments of a noble race. For this purpose, I have designed to - .
visit every tribe of Indians on the Continent, if my life should be spared ; K-
for the purpose of procuring portraits of distinguished Indians, of both sexes P
in each tribe, painted in their native costume ; accompanied with pictures of J§ i
their villages, domestic habits, games, 'mysteries, religious ceremonies, &c. "f’ ‘
with anecdotes, traditions, and history of their respective nations. ] 14
If T should live to accomplish my design, the result of my labours will Y|
doubtless be interesting 10 future 2ges; who will have little else left from &
which to judge of the original inhabitants of this simple race of beings, who
require but a few years more of the march of civilization and death, to Je- A :
prive them of all their native customs and character. I have been kindly ::
supplied by the Commander-in-Chiel of the Army and the Secretary of War, JB
with letters to the commander of every military post, and every Indian agent
on the Western Frontier, with instructions to render me all the facilities in 3K
their power, which will be of great service to me in so arduous an under- 3
taking. The opportunity afforded me by familiarity with so many tribes of; 3

L
humau beings in the simplicity of nature,

¥
devoid of the deformities of art ; ‘a5
of drawing

fair conclusions in the interesting sciences of physiognomy and 9§
Phrenology ; of mannerg and customs, rites, ceremonies, &c.; and the op-
portunity of examining the geology and mineralogy of this western, and yet |
unexplored country, will enable me occasionally to entertain ¥ou with much ;
uew and interesting information, which I shall take equal pleasure in ¢om. OB
municating by an occasional Letter in oy clumsy way. £

R

l. Sixce the date of my former Letter, I have been so much engaged in the

- the moment we enter its muddy waters from the Mississippi. From the
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LETTER—No. 3.
MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE, UPPER MISSOURL.

amusements of the country, and the use of my brush, that I have scarcely
been able to drop you a line until the present moment. . .

Before I let you into the amusements and customs of this delightful
country however, (and which, as yet, are secrfzts 10 most of the_world\, I
must hastily travel with you over the tedious Journey o.F 2000 miles, from
St. Louis to this place ; over which distance one is obliged to pass, before
he can reach this wild and lovely spot.

The Missouri is, perhaps, different in appearance and t':hm:acter _from all
other rivers in the world; there is a terror in its manner which is sensibly felt,

mouth of the Yellow Stane River, which is the place from whence 1 am now
writing, to its junction with the Mississippi, a distan.ce of 2000 rqr[es, the
Missouri, with its boiling, turbid waters, sweeps off, in one uneeasing cur-
rent; and in the whole distance there is scarcely an eddy or _restmg-pla_ce
for 2 cance. Owing to the continual falling in of its rich alluvial banks, its
water is always turbid and opaque ; having, at all seasons of .the year, tl:xe
colour of a cup of chocolate or coffee, with sugar.:md cream St:erEd into it.
To give a better definition of its density and opacity, [ hav:e tricd a number
of simple experiments with it at this place, and at other Pomls I?elow, at' the
tesalts of which [ was exceedingly surprised. By pla(fmg a piece of S{Iver
(and afterwards a piece of shell, which is a much whiter substance) in a
tumbler of its water, and looking through the side of the glass, 1 ascert:amed
that those substances could not be seen through the eighth part ?f an ineh ;
this, however, is in the spring of the year, when the I'.reshet is upon the
river, rendering the water, undoubtedly, much more turbid than it would !Je
at other seasons; though it is always muddy and yellow, and from. its
boiling and wild character and uncommon colour, a stranger would think,
Even in it lowest state, that there was a freshet upon it. _ o
For the distance of 1000 miles above St. Louis, the shores of this river
(end, in many plaees, the whole bed of the stream) are flled with. snags and
raft, formed of trees of the largest size, which have been undermined by the
YOL. 1, i D
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falling banks and cast into the stream ; their roots becoming fastened in the

spect for the adventurous voyageur. (See PLATE 4.)

‘Almost - every island and sand-bar is covered with huge piles of these B
floating trees, and when the river is flooded, its surface is almost literally ‘f8

covered with floating raft and drift wood which bid positive defiance to 8
keel-boats and steamers, on their way up the river.

With what propriety this ¢ Hell of waters” might be denominated the -
* River Styx,” T will not undertake to decide; but nothing conld be more WK

appropriate or innocent than to call it the River qut:cks

the green and carpeted shores, which hem in this huge and terrible deformlty_ i-
There is much of the way though, where the mighty forests of R

Lok

of waters,
stately cotton woed stand, and frown in horrid dark and coolness over the {
Sithy abyss below ; into which they are ready to plunge headlong
mud and soil in which they were germed and reared have been washed out
from underneath them, and with the rolling current are mmed and on
their way to the ocean.

The greater part of the shores of this river, however, are without tlmber, ‘
where the eye is delightfully relieved by wandering over the beautiful prairies ;
most of the way gracefully sloping down to the water's edge, carpeted with
the deepest green, and, in distance, softening into velvet of the richest hues,
entirely beyond the reach of the artist’s pencil. Such is the character of the
upper part of the river especially ; and as one advances towards its source,
and through its upper half, it becomes more pleasing to the eye, for snags
and raft are no longer to be seen ; yet the current holds its stiff and onwxrd -
turbid character. :

Tt has been, heretofore, very erconeously represented to the world, that the 3
scenery on this river was monotonous, and wanting in picturesque beauty.
This intelligence is surely incerrect, and that because it has been brought %
perhaps, by men who are not the best judges in the world, of Nature’s
beautiful works; and if they were, they always pass them by, in pain or
desperate distress, in toil and trembling fear for the safety of their furs and
peltries, orfor their lives, which are at the merey of the yelling savages who
inhabit this delightful country.

One thousand miles or more of the upper part of the river, was, to my
eye, like fairy-land ; and dering our transit through that part of our voyage,
[ was moat of the time rivetted to the deck of the boat, indulging my eyes
in the boundless and tireless pleasure of roaming over the thousand hilly,
and bluffs, and dales, and ravines; where the astonished herds of buffaloes,
of elks, and antalopes, and sneaking wolves, and mountain-goats, were to be
scen bounding up and down and over the green fields; each one and each
tribe, band, and gang, taking their own way, and 'using their own means to

» when the § :
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bottam of the river, with their tops floating on the surface of the water, and $fg . the greatest advantage possible, to leave the sight and sound of the pufﬁng

pointing down the stream, forming the most frightful and discouraging pro- #18

of our boat ; -which was, for the first time, s.ﬂutmn' the green and wild shores
of the Missouri with the din of mighty steam.

From 5t. Louis to the fatls of the Missouri, a distance of 2600 miles, ig
one continued prairie; with the e)_cception of a few of the bottoms formed
along the bank of the river, and the streams which are falling into it, which
are often covered with the most luxuriant growth of forest timber,

The summit level of the great prairies stretching off 1o the west and the
east from the river, to an almost boundless extent, iy from two to three hun-
dred feet above the level of the river ; which has formed a bed or valley for
its course, varying in width from two to tweniy miles. This channel or
valley has been evidently produced by the force of the current, which has
gradually excavated, in its floods and gorges, this immense space, and sent.-
its débris into the ocean, By the continnal overflowing of the river, its de-
posits have been ledged and left with a horizontal surface, spreading the
deepest and richest ‘1|1uv10n over the surface of its meadows on either side ;
through which the river winds its serpentine course, alternately running from
one bluff to the other, which present themselves to its shores in all r.he most
picturesque and beautiful shapes and colours imaginable—some with their
green sides gracefully slope down in the most lovely groups to the water's
edge (pLaTE 5); whilst others, divested of their verdure, present themselves
in immense macses of clay of diferent colours, which arrest the eye of the
traveller, with the most curious views in the world.

These strange and picturesque appearances have been produced by the
rains and frosts, which are cortinually changing the dimensions, and varying
the thousand shapes of these denuded hills, by washing dewn their sides and
carrying them into the river.

Amongst these groops may be seen tens and hundreds of thousands of
different forms and figures, of the sublime and the plcturesque. in many
places for miles together, s the boat glides along, there is one continued
appearance, before '.md behind us, of some ancient and boundless city in
ruins—ramparts, terraces, domes, towers, citadels and castles may be seen,—
cupolas, and magnificent porticoes, and here and there a solitary column and
crumbling pedestal, and even spires of clay which stand alone—and glisten-
ing in distance, as the sin’s rays are refracted back by the thousand crystals
of gypsum which are imbedded in the clay of which they are formed (prLaTE
6). OQver and through these groups of dorles and battloments (as one is
compelled to imagine th'em), the.sun sends his long and gilding rays, at
morn or in the evening; giving life and light, by aid of shadews cast,to the
different glowing colours of these c’my-bmlt uins ; shedding a giory over .

the solitude of this wild and plctured country, which no one can realize un-
less he travels here and looks upon it.

It is amidst these wild and quict haunts that the mountain-sheep, and the -
flect-bounding antelope sport and live in herds, secure from their enemies,
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to whom the sides and slopes of these bluffs {around which they fearlessly
bound) are pearly inaccessible. '

‘The grizzly bear also has chosen these places for his abode; he sullenly. 3
sneaks through the gulphs and chasms, and ravines, and frowns away the 3
lurking Tndian ; whilst the mountain-sheep and antelope are bounding over
and around the hill tops, safe and free from harm of man and beast.

Such is a hasty sketch of the river scenes and scenery for 2000 miles,
over which we tugged, and puffed, and blowed, and toiled for three months,
hefore we reached thig place. Since we arrived here, the steamer has re-
turned and left me here to explore the country and visit the tribes in this 3
vicinity, and then descend the river from this place to St Louis: which
Tour, if I live through it, will furnish material for many a story and curious
incident, which I may give you in detail in future epistles, and when 1 have -8
more leisure than I have at the present moment. 1 will then undertake to
tell how we astonished the natives, in many an instance, which I can in
this Letter but just hint at and say adieuw. If anything did ever literally and i

"completely * astonish (and astound) the natives,” it was the appearance of |
our steamer, puffing and blowing, and paddling and rushing by their villages .
which were oo the banks of the river.

These poor and ignorant people for the distance of 2000 miles, had never
before seen or heard ol a steam-boat, and in some places they seemed at a *
loss to know what to do, or how to act; they could not, as the Dutch did at
Newburgh, on the Hudson River, take it to be a *¢ floating saw-mil{ "—and
they had no name for it—so'it was, like every thing else {with them), which is
mysterious and unaccountable, called medicine (mystery). We had on board
one twelve-pound cannon and three or four eight-pound swivels, which we
were taking up to arm the Fur Company’s Fort at the mouth of Yellow Stone,
and at the approach to every village they were all discharged several timés
in rapid succession, which threw the inhabitants into utter confusion and
amazement—some of them laid their faces to the ground, and cried to the
Great Spirit—some shot their horses and dogs, and sacrificed them to appense
the Great Spirit, whom they conceived was offended—some deserted their
villages and ran to the tops of the bluffs some miles distant ; and others, in
some places, as the boat landed in front of their villages, came with great
caution, and peeped over the bank of the river td see the fate of their chiefs
whose duty it was (from the nature of their office) to approach us, whether
friends or foes,and to go on board, Sometimes, in this plight, they were in-
stantly thrown*neck and heels’over each other’s heads and shoulders—men,

. women and children, and dogs—sage, sachem, old and young—all in a mass,
at the frightful discharge of the steam from the escape-pipe, which the cap-
1ain of the boat let loose upon them for his own fun arid amusement, '

There were many curious conjectures amongst their wise men, with regard
to the nature and powers of the steam-boat. Amongst the Mandans, some
called it the “* big thunder canoe ;”-for when in distance below the viliage,
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"h‘:}.mw the lightﬂing flash f_rom It.: s_ides, and He.mrd the thunder come from
¥t others called it the ¢ big medicine canoe with eyes ;77 it was medicine
, g(fn;stery) because they could not understand it ; and it must have eyes, for
:;éid they, “ it sees its own way, and takes the deep water in the middle of
he channel.” .

L. ThEy had no idea of the boat being steered by the man at the wheel,
%50 well they might have been astonished at its taking the deepest water.
] '-ay (if I do not forget it) hereafter give you an account of some other
43 incidents of this kind, which we met with in this voyage; for we met
'ﬁny', and some of them were really laughable.

% The Fort in which I am residing was built by Mr. M‘Kenzie, who now
‘gor&.éﬁpies it. Itis the largest and best-built establishment of the kind on
f€ the’ river, being the great or principal head-quarters and depdt of the
'.'-- Company’s business in thia region. A vast stock of goods is kept on
{*hand at this place; and at certain times of the year the numerous out-posts
oncentrate here with the returns of their season's trade, and refit out with
fresh supply of goods to trade with the Indians.

. Ve site for the Fort is well selected, being a beautiful prairie on the bank
. ‘near the junction of the Missouri with the Yellow Stone rivers; and its in-
B> . mates and its stores well protected from Indian assauizs. )

*.Mr. M*Kenzie is a kind-hearted and high-minded Scotchman ; and seems
to bave charge of all the Fur Companies’ business in this region, and from
. this to the Rocky Mountains. He lives in good and comfortable style,
inside of the Fort, which contains some eight or ten log-houses and stores,
and has generally forty or fifty men, and one hundred and fifty horses
about him.

He has, with the same spirit of liberality and politeness with which Mons.
Pierre Chouteau treated me on my passage up the river, pronounced me
welcome at his table, which groans under the luxuries of the country; with
buffalo meat and tongzues, with beavers’ tails and marrow-fat ; but sans coffee,
sans bread and butter. Good cheer and good living we get at it however,
and good wine also ; for a bottle of Madeira and one of excellent Port are
set in a pail of ice every day, and exhausted at dinner.

At the hospitable board of this gentleman I found also another, who °
forms a happy companion for mine kost; and whose intellectual and
polished society has added not a little to my pleasure and amusement since

AW I arrived here,

The gentleman of whom I am speaking is an Englishman, by the name of

‘MR Hamilton, of the most pleasing and entertaining conversation, whose mind

' seems to be a complete store-house of ancient and modern literature and art;

and whose free and familiar acquaintance with the manners and- men of his
Couutry gives him the. stamp of a gentleman, who has had the curiosity to
bring the embetlishments of the enlightened world, to contrast with the rude’
and the. wild of these remote regions,
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We three dons vivants form the group about the dinner-table, of whicl

have before spoken, and crack our jokes and fun over the bottles of Poi]

and Madeira, which I have named ; and a considerable part of which, thi
gentleman has brought with great and precious care from his own country,
This post is the general rendezvous of a great number of Indian tribes &
these regions, who are coutinually concentrating here for the purpose g
trade ; sometimes coming, the whole tribe together, in a mass. There
now here, and encamped about the Fort, a great many, and I am continuail
at work with my brush; we have around us at this time the Knisteneau

Crows, Assinneboins and Blackfeet, and in a fow days are to have larg
accessions,

The finest specimens of Indians on the Continent are in these regions ; an
before I leave these parts, I shall make excursions into their respective co
tries, to their own native fire-sides ; and there study their looks and peculia
customs ; enabling me to drop you now and then an interesting Letter,
The tribes which | shall be enabled to see and study by my visit to thig
region, are the Ojibbeways, the Assinneboins, Knistencaux, Blackfeet, Crows
Shiennes, Grosventres, Mandans, and other
their history, traditions, costnmes, &~
further and minute accounts.

3; of whom and their customs’
.» 1 shall in due season, give you
,

LETTER—No. 4.

ATigs

e MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE.

Tedy -

J’{; ¢ ians inhabiting the regions of the Upper Mis-
n?:gm"s edve;alw;-l:l:?'l :;DLZdifn:sny last Litter, a:e undoubtedly the finest
Sy 'anb :t equipped, and most beautifully costumed of any on the Con-
!:oa?.slflng’ Tehe' l?ve in a country well-stocked with buffaloes and wild ‘horses,
:jl:i?:}i. furnisﬁ them an excellent and easy living ; their atmosphere is Pu&'e,
which produces good health and long ‘llfe; and they are the most in e]-l
.Fe'adent and the happiest races of Indians I have met with: tl}ey are a
;’éit{;ew in a state of primitive wildness, and cons?que.rltly are plc;ures;‘q}xe
fand handsome, almost beyond description. Notling in the'\mr!d, 0 13
¥ kind, can possilly surpass in beauty and grace, some of their games an

£ ‘amusements—their gambols and parades, of which I shall speak and paint
e

‘.f’e:':f:'::' as my travels have yet led me into the India.n country, Ill;nla;e
>“more than realized my former predictions .that those Indians whofccfu'l_ 3
* found most entirely in a state of nature, with the !east lfnowledge o!cm |tze:
I gociety, would be found to be the most cleanly in their persons, elegan (l.)nf
1" their dress and manners, and enjoying life to the greatest perfection. "
c.such tribes, perhaps the Crows and Blackfeet stand first; and no one wou ;
. -be able to appreciate the richness and elega'nce (and even laste too), with
. ‘which some of these people dress, without seeing them in their own country.
1 will do all [ can, however, to make their looks as “.,rell as 'customs known
to.the world; I will paint with my brush and scribble with my pen, and
- bring their plumes and plumage, dresses, weapons, &e., and every thing b(tllt
3~ the Indian himself, to prove to the world the assertions which 1 have made
‘above. o
v~ Every one of these red sons of the forest {or rather of the prairie).is a

BTkt
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“knight and lord—his squaws are his slaves; the 'only things. whl'ch-‘- he
+ deems worthy of his exertions are to mount his snorting steed, with .lns b.ow
a"‘ylrndlquiver slung, his arrow-shield upon his arm, and his long-]ance. gllslempg
%in the war-parade ; or, divested of all his plumes and trappmgsz, armed wnl}
224 simple bow and quiver, to plunge his steed amongst the-ﬂymg herdslo
f buffuloes, and with his sinewy bow, which he seldom bends in vain, to drive
V";'}déep to life's fountain the whizzing arrow.
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The buffalo herds, which graze in almost countless numbers on thesd)
beautiful prairies, afford them an abundance of meat; and so much is 'i:
preferred to all other, that the deer, the elk, and the antelope sport upor
- - the prairies in herds in the greatest security ; as the Indians seldom kil
ST s them, unless they want their skins for a dress. The buffalo (or more cmrectly

speaking bison) is a noble animal, that roams over the vast prairies, from
E" ; ’ the borders of Mexico on the south, to Hudson’s Bay on the north. Theip ;
E~ . size is somewhat above that of our common buliock, and their fAlesh of Y
™ ™. delicious flavour, resembling-and equalling that of fat beef. Their fes
- ) which is easily procured, furnishes the savages of these vast regions thi§]
R . -~ ineans’of a wholesome and good subsistence, and they live almost excluswely
’ v upon lt—:ﬁonvertmg the skins, horns, hoofs and bones, t6 the constructiod |

-, of dresses; shields, bows, &c. The buffalo bull is one of the 'most formtdable
i and frightful looking animals "in the world when excited to resistance: h:s
w57 T long shaggy mane hangs in great prof’usnon over his neck and shouldera
and often extends quite down to the ground (rLatz 7). The cow is Iesa
. in stature, and less ferocious; ‘though not much less wild and fnﬁrhtful
- L in her appearance (eprate 8). =
' The mode in which these Indians kill this noble animal is spirited and thrli—
5 ling in the extreme; and I must in a future episile, give you a minute account
' ofit. I have almost daily accompanied parties of Indiaus to see the fun, and§
have often shared in it myself; but much oftener ran my horse by their sides,$
to see how the thing was done—to study the modes and expressions of these
splendid scenes, which I am industriously putting upon the canvass, ~ ;

They are all (or nearly so) killed with arrows and the lance, while at full
speed ; and the reader may easily imagine, that these scenes afford the most}
spirited and plcturesque views of the sporting kind that can possibly beg

¥

S seen.

- N " At present, I will give a little sketch of a bit of f'un I joined in yestcrday,
N - with Mr, M‘Kenzie and a nember ot his men, without the company or aid }
e of Indians. : .

1 mentioned the other day, that M‘Kenzie's table from day to day groans}
_under the weight of buffalo tongues and beavers’ tails, and other luxuries of 8
this western land He has within is Fort a spacious lce-house, n which he 3
A preserves his meat fresh for any length of time required ; and sometlmes,

e * when his larder runs low. hé starts out rallying some five or six of his'y
best hunters (not to hunt, but to * go for meat”). Ie leads the party, .
mounted on his favourite buffalo horse (i. e.the horse amongst his whole 3
group which is best trained to run the buffalo), trailing a light and short '8
gun in his hand, such an one as he can most eas:Iy reload whllst his horse] f
AR is at full speed. =

) Such was the condition of the ice-liouse yesterday morning, which caused #
these self-catering gentlemen to cast their eyes with a wishful look over the'3
prmrles. and such wag the plwht in which our host took the lead, and I, ‘{

.‘-

‘l
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.Méns Chardon, and Ba'tiste Défonde and Tullock (who is a
-\‘. T mong,f_ the Crows, and is here at this time, with a large party of
-tn'be). a_nd there were several others whose names I do not know.
A_'we were " mounted and ready to start, M*Kenzie called up some four
et e i men, and told them to follow lmmedxate]y on our trail, with as
e rge carts, which they were to harness up, to bring home the
(7 fe them across the river in the scow,” said he, *“ and following our
Ithron >h the bottom, you will find us on the plain yonder, between the
Y gmne "and the Missouri rivers, with meat enough to load you home.
oy orateli on yonder bluff has just told us by his signals, that there are cattle
{plenty 00 "that spot, and we are going there as fast as possible.” We all
Froased the river, and galloped away a couple of miles or 8o, when we
poounted the bluff; and to be sure, as was said, there was in full view of us
) ﬂne!herd of some four or five hundred buﬁ'aloes perfectly at rest, and in
£ _,f;j own “estimation (probably) perfectly secure. Some were grazing, and
ot 'wvre lymg down and sleeping; we advanced within a mile or so of
{ ;n“full view, and came to @ halt. Mons. Chardon **tossed the feather”
{a custo a]ways observed, to try the course of the wind}, and we commenced
‘%‘pmg as it is termed (i. e. every man strips himself and his horse of
pYery ,extraneous and unnecessary appendage of dress, &c. that might be an
i eum rance in running): hats ace laid off, and coats—and bullet pouches-
peves are rolled up, a handkerchiof tied tightly around the head, and
..nother around the waist—cartridges are prepared and placed in the waist-
0 -Ypocket, or a half dozen bullets *“throwed into the mouth,” &e.; &e.,
='!":t._'lf,w]uch takes up some ten or fificen minutes, and is not, in appearance
ﬂwe‘ﬂ'ect, unlike a council of war. Our leader lays the whole plan of the
.'hl.u, and preliminaries all fixed, guns charged and ramrods in our hands,
mouut and start for the onset. The horses are all trained for this busi-
‘ ‘and seem to enter into it with as much enthus:asm, and with as restless
‘ lpl.nt as the riders themselves., While ¢ stripping” and mounting Lhey
. ex!:'lm the most restless lmpatlence ; and when ‘‘approaching "—(wh:ch i3,
all Of us abreast, upon a slow walk, and in a straight line towards the herd,
un,g'.l(t.hey discover us and run), they all seem to have caught entirely the
lpu'lt of the chase, for the laziest nag amongst them prauces with an elasti-
lg his step—champmg his bit—his ears erect—his eyes strained out of
Ml  Bead, and fixed upon the game before him, whilst he trembles under the
ﬂd_@_l‘grof bis rider. In this way we carefully and silently marched, until
'l_ihm ‘some forty or fifty rods; when the herd discovering us, wheeled and
L theu- course in a masgs.” At this instant we stacted ! (and all must start,
for no one could check the fury of those steeds at that moment of excite-
m‘:) U-ﬂd L away all sailed, and over the prairie flew, in a cloud of dust which
mfﬂ”‘i by their tramplmg hoofs. M*Kenzie was foremost in the throng,
and Bd soon dashed off amidst the dust and was out of sight—he was after the
ﬂ-ﬂd the fastest. 1 had discovered a huge bull whose shouldern
I




_towered above the whole band, and I plcked my way throtwh the crowd .t

"+t hi—hic hic hic hic hic no

"Cataline—this is nothing new—but this is a d -————d hard piece. of ground

_had been more sad than that of either. T : A

1 galloped off to him, and at my approach he wheeled around—and bristled
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get alongside of him. 1 wentnot for ** meat,” but fora trophy; T wanted higi
head and horns. 1 dashed along through’ the thundering mass, as they swep
away over the plain, scarcely able to tall whether T was an a buffalo’s hack o
my harse—hit, and lhooked, and jostled about, till at length I found myse[
alongside of my game, when I gave him a shot, as I passed him. [ sag
guns flash in several directions about e, but T heard them not.  Amidst th
trampling throng , Mons. Chardon had wounded a stately bull, and at th1
moment wis pa\smﬂ' him again with his piece Jevelled for another shot
they were both at full speed ami I also, within the reach of the muzzle of my
gun, when the ball instantly turned and receiving the horse upon bis homs .
and' the ground received .poor Chardon, who ‘made a frog’s leap of somg
twenty feet or more over the bull's back (pLaTe 9), and almost under my]
horse’s heels. I wheeled my horse as soon as posmb[e and rode back, wher
lay poor Chardon, gasping to start his breath again; and within a few paces'oj
him his huge victim, with his heels high in the air, and the horse lying acrost
him. T dismounted instantly, but Chardon was raising himself on his hands}
with his eyes and mouth full of dirt, and feeling for h\s gun, which lay abou 3 b
thirty feet in advance of him.  ** Heaven spare you ! are you hurt, Chardan ? 7' S

1

_.hie no -— no, [ believe not. Oh! thisis. pot much, Mom

here—hic—oh! hic!” At this the poor fellow Fainted, but in a few moments
arose, picked up his gun, took his horse by the bit »whlch then: opened it
eyes, and with a hic and a ugh—vonx! sprang upon its feet=shook “off]
the dirt—and here we were, all upon our legs aﬂ'am, save Lhe Pull whose fate

I turned my eyes in the direction where the herd had gone, and our com
panions in pursuit, and nothing could be seen of them, nof ‘indication, excepld
the clond of dust which they left behind them. At a littlé distance op the
right, however, 1 beheld my huge victim endeavouring to make as ‘much)
head-wauy as he possibly could, from this dangerous ground, upen three legs3

up for battle ; he seemed to know perfectly well that he could not escape from
me, and resolved to meet his enemy and death ‘as brively as.-possible, ~ 8
I found that my shot had entered him a little too far forward, breaking one}
of his shoulders, and lodging in his breast, and from his very great wejoht i
it was impossible for him to make much advance upon me. As'I rode
up within & few paces .of him, he would bristle up with fury- enough m {
his {ooks alone, almost to ann1h1late me (rLaTE 10); and making one lunge
at me, would fall upon his neck und nose, so- that I found-the sagacity ofj
my horse alone enough to keep me out of ‘reach of danger and I drew
from my pocket my sketch-book, laid my gun across my lap, and 00mmenced :
taking his likeness. He. stood stiffened up, and’ swelhng wxlh awful i
. . |
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engeance, which was sublime for a picture, but Wl.lich he could not veut
pon me. I rode around him and sketched him in numerous attitudes,
ometimes he would lie down, and [ v:rould then sketch him ; theo throw my
ap at him, and rousing him on his legs, rally a new expression, and sketch
im ag‘.’liﬂ. i .
In this way I added to my sketch-book some invaluable sketches of this
rimn-visaged monster, who knew not that he was standing for his likeness.
No man on earth can imagine what is the look and expression of such a
ubject' before lim as this was, I defy the world to produce another animal
an can look so frightful as a huge buffalo bull, when wounded as he was,
urned around for battle, and swelling with rage ;—his eyes bloodshot, and
is long shaggy mane hanging to the ground,—his mouth open, and his
orrid rage hissing in stréams of smoke and blood from his mouth and
through his nostrils, as he is bending forward to spring upon his assailant
After I had liad the requisite time and opportunity for using my pencil,
MKenzie and his companions eame walking, their exhausted horses back
from the chase, and in our rear came four or five carts to carry home the
meat. The party met from all quarters around me and my buffalo bull,
whom 1 then shot in the head and finished. And being seated together for
a few minutes, each one took a smoke of the pipe, and recited his exploits,
and his “ coups™ or deaths; when all parties had a hearty laugh at me, as
a novice, for having aimed at an old bull, whose flesh was not suitable for
food, and the carts were escorted on the trail, to bring away the meat. [
rode back with Mr. M‘Kenzie, who pointed out five cows which he had
killed, and all of them selected as the fattest and slickest of the herd.
This astonishing feat was all performed within the distance of one mile—all
were killed at full speed, and every one shot through the heart. [In the short
space of time required for a horse under * full whip,” to run the distance of
one mile, he had discharged his gun five, and lvaded it four times—selected
his animals, and killed at every shot! There were six or eight others killed
at the same time, which altogether furnished, as will be seen, abundance of
freight for the carts ; which returned, as well as several packhorses, loaded
with the choicest parts which were cut from the animals, and the remainder
of the carcasses left a prey for the wolves.
~ Such is the mode by which white men live in this country—such the way
in which they get their food, and such is one of their delightful amusements
—at the hazard of every bone in one’s body, to feel the fine and thrilling
exhilaration of the chase for a moment, and then as often to upbraid and
blame bimself for his folly and imprudence
From this scene we commenced leisurely wending our way back ; and

dismounting at the place where we had stripped, each man dressed himself

- again, or slung his extra articles of dress, &c. across his saddle, astride of

) twenty-four hours afterwards, deeds of chivalry and chase, and hair's-breadth ’

which he sat; and we rode back to the Fort, reciting as we rode, and for
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escapes which each and either had fought and run on former oceasior
MKenzie, with all the true character and dignity of a leader, was silent &
these subjects ; but smiled, while those in his train were reciting for him {
astonishing and almost incredible deeds of his sinewy arms, which they hi
witnessed in similar scenes ; from which I learned (as well as from my o ]
observations), that he was reputed (and actually was) the most distinguish
of all the white men who have flourished in these regions, in the pursuit ag
death of the buffalo. E

On our return to the Fort, a bottle or two of wine were set forth upon th
table, and around them a half dozen parched throats were soon moisteneﬁ,
and good cheer ensued. Battiste Défonde, Chardon, &c., retired to they
quarters, enlarging smoothly upon the events of our morning’s work ; which
they were reciting to their wives and sweethearts ; when about this time 3
gate of the Fort was thrown open, and the procession of carts and pac
horses laden with buffalo meat made its entrée + gladdening the hearts of ! e

hundred women and children, and tickling the noses of as many hungh L YT v
dogs and puppies, who were stealing in and smelling at the tajl of the pro-ji:.- £ AR\
cession. The door of the ice-house was thrown open, the meat was disjl, N P I )
- charged into it, and I being fatigued, went to sleep, vy .o/ ) )
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LETTER—No. 5.

"MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE, UPPER MISSQURI.

[ In my former epistle T told- you there were encamped about the Fort a
3 host of wild, incongruous spirits—chiefs and sachems—warriors, braves, and
- -women and children of different tribes—of. Crows and Blackfeet—Ojibbe-
' ways—Assinneboins—and Crees or Knisteneaux. Amongst and in the midst
of them am I, with my paint pots and canvass, snugly ensconced in one*of
I the bastions of the Fort, which I occupy as a painting-rcom, My easel
§: stands before me, and the cool breech of a twelve-pounder makes me a
. comfortable seat, whilst her muzzle is looking out at one of the port-holes,
# The operations of my brush are mysteries of the highest order to these red
sons of the prairie, and my room the earliest and latest place of concentration
of these wild and jealous spirits, who all meet here to be amused and’ pay
me signal honours; but gaze upon each other, sending their sidelong looks
of deep-rooted hatred and revenge around the group, However, whilst in
the Fort, their weapons are placed within the arsenal, and naught buat looks
and thoughts can be breathed here; but death and grim destruction will
visit back those looks upon each other, when these wild spirits again are
loose and free to breathe and act upon the plains, :

1 have this day been painting a portrait of the head chief of the Black-
foot nation ; he is a good-looking and dignified Indian, about ffty years of
age, and superbly dressed (pLATE 11); whilst sitting for his picture he has
been surrounded by his own braves and warriors, and also gazed at by his
enemies, the Crows and the Knisteneaux, Assinneboins and Ojibbeways; a
number of distinguished personages of each of which tribes, have laid all
day around the sides of my room; reciting to each other the battles they
have fought, and pointing to the scalp-locks, worn as proofs of their victories,
and attached to the seams of their shirls and leggings. This is a curious
sCene to witness, when one sits in the midst of such inflammable and com-
bustible materials, brought together, unarmed, for the first time in their lives;
Peaceably and calmly recounting over the deeds of their lives, and smoking
their pipes upon it, when a few weeks or days will bring them on the plains
again, where the war-cry will be raised, and their deadly bows will again be
drawn on each other, : L

Thename of "this dignitary, of whom I.have just spoken, is Stu-mick-o-
sucks (the buffalo’s back fat), i.e. the “hump” or * fleece,” the most ..
delicious part of the buffalo’s flesh. I have also painted, of the Blackfeet, -

X
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Pe-toh-pee-kiss (the eagle ribs), and Mix-ke-mote-skin-na (the iron horny;
and Wun-nes-tou (the white buffalo), and Teha-aes-sa-ko-mah-pee (th
bear’s child), and In-ne-o-cose (the buffalo’s child), and half-a-dozen others]
and all in rich and costly dresses. .
There is no tribe, perhaps, on the Continent, who dress more eomfortably
and more gaudily, than the Blackfeet, unless it be the tribe of Crows
. There is no great difference, however, in the costliness ot elegance of theii
costumes; nor in the materials of which they are formed ; though therg.
is a distinctive mode in each tribe, of stitching or ornamenting with thg
porcupine quills, which constitute one of the principal ornaments to all
their fine dresses ; and which can be easily recognized, by any one a little
faruiliar with their modes, as belonging to such or such a tribe. Th
dress, for instance of the chief whom [ have Jjust mentioned, and whosg
portrait I have just painted, consists of a shirt or tunic, made of two deet

. sking finely dressed, and so placed together with the necks of the skiny

downwards, and the skins of the hind legs atitched together, the seam%
running down on each arm, from the neck to the knuckles of the hand j;
this seam is covered with a band of two inches in width, of very beautiful:
embroidefy of porcupine quills, and suspended from the under edge of this

from the shoulders to the hands, is a fringe of the locks of black tair, which?
he has taken from the keads of victims slain by his own hand in batt]%
The leggings are made also of the same material; and down the outer side
of the leg, from the hip to the feet, extends also a similar band or belt o?*

" the same width; and wrought in the same manner, with porcupine quills

and fringed with scalp locks. These locks of hair are procured from scalps]
and worn as trophies. .

The wife (or squaw) of this dignitary Eeh-nis-kin (the crystal stone), 1
have also placed upon my canvass (pLATE 13); her countenance is rathef

““pléasing, whicli is an uncommon thing amongst the Blackfeet—her dress is

made of skins, and being the youngest of a bevy of six or eight, and the
last one taken under his guardianship, was smiled upon with great satisfacs
tion, whilst he exempted Ler from the drudgeries of the camp ; and keeping’
her continually in the halo of his own person, watched and guarded her a3
the apple of his eye. The grandson also of this sachem, a boy of six years
of age, and too young as yet to have acquired a name, has stood forth liké
atried warrior; and I have painted him at full length (rLaTE 12), with his
bow and quiver slung, and his robe made of a racoon skin. The history of.
this child is somewhat ‘curious -and interesting ; his father is- dead, and id
case of the death of the chief, of whom I have spoken, he becomes hereditary,
chief of the tribe. This boy has -been twice stolen away by the Crows b

ingenious stratagems, and twice re-captured by the Blackfeet, at considers
able sacrifice of life, and at present he is lodged with Mr. M*Kenuie, for safe
keeping and protection, until he shail arrive at the proper age to take the
office to which he is to sueceed, and able to protect himself, ‘
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':];':?ning the very centre or crown of the head, l:he lllnlace1 ;il;lset;ectﬁ;a SheTE
iates from a point, and exactly over wha.u. the phrenolog
’Fadm This patch then is kept and dried with great care, as proof
esteet- f the dz}:ath of an enemy, and evidence of a man’s claims as a war-
PP'OSH:WES after having been formally * danced,” as the saying is, (i. &. after it
'~mr|; - stuck up up%n a pole or held up by an “old woman,” and the war-
'h'as e;‘:ue danced around it for two or three weeks at intervals,). it is
-";':;Zned to the handle of a lance, or the end of a war-club, or (!ivid?d into a
. great many small locks and used to fringe and ornament the victor’s _dress.
v.%Vhen these dresses are seen bearing such trophies, it is of course 2 difficult
* matter to purchase them of the Infiiall, for they often hold therr} abov.eblall
price. [shall hereafter take occasion to speak of the scalp.-dance ; de[scn mi
"it in all its parts, and giving a long Letter, at the same time O;q sc:}l1 }: an
" scalping, an interesting and general custom amongst all the North Ameri-
" can Indians. ) _ .
" In the chief's dress, which I am describing, there are his moccasins, made
. also of buckskin, and ornamented in a correspondinlg manner. Anc! over all,
: his robe, made of the skin of a young buffale bull, with tho? hair remaining on ;
“and on the inner or flesh side, beautifully garnished with porcupine qt_ulls,
, and the battles of his life very ingeniously, though rudely, pourt.rayed in picto-
rial representations. In his hand he hoids a very .beautlft.ll pipe, the
stem of which is four or five feet long, and two inches wide, curiously wound
with braids of the porcupine quills of vario_us colours ; anfl the bov.?rl of the
. pipe ingeniously carved by himself from a piece of red steatite of an interest-
| ing character, and which they all tell me is procured somewhere l?et-we.en ‘thts
place and the Falls of St. Anthony, on the head waters of the Mississippi.
This curious stone has many peculiar qualities, and lltxs:-undoubtedly, but
one origin in this country, and perhaps in the world, .It. is 'found. but in t'.he
hands of the savage, and every tribe, and nearly every mdlvrdua]. in the tribe
has his pipe made of it. I consider this stone a subject c.)f great interest, and
curiosity to the world ; and I shall most assuredly make it a point, during my
Indian rambles, to visit the place from whence it is brought. [ ha‘ve already
got a number of most remarkable traditions and stories relating to the
“ sacred quarry;” of pilgrimages performed there to procure the stone, and
of curious transactions that have taken place on that ground. It seems,
from all I can learn, that all the tribes in these regions, and also of the
Mississippi and the Lakes, have been in the habit of going to that placeg, and
meeting their enemies there, whom they are obliged to treat as friends,
“under an injunction of the Great Spirit. )
So then i3 this sachem (the buffalo’s back fat) dressed; and in a very
similar manner," and almost the same, is each of the others above named ;
and all are armed with bow and quiver, lance and shield. These north

S

) i ' i ing out a piece of -
2 Ip of which T spoke above, is procured by cutting ou _
; ’_I‘l;eki:lcaop;- the head, the size of the palm of the hand or less, con-
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western tribes are 3] armed with the oy and lance, ang Protected with {]% " One of these little bows in the hands of an Indian, on a fleet and well-
- shield or arroy fender, which i carried outside of the lef arm, exactly ; trained Dorse, with a quiver of arrows sluag on his back, is 2 most effective and

. 4 ‘powerful weapon in the open plains. No one can easily credit the force with
. 1€re IS an appearance purely classic ip the plight and equipment of ¢} .‘P;-hich these missiles are thrown, and the sanguinary e‘ﬂ'ect.s produced by their
wax:rlors and « knights of the lance.” They are almost fiterally always ¢ .wonnds, until he has rode by the side of a party of'Induan§ in ch-ase offl herd of
» and they wiald these weapons with-desperate effect 11po£ “bu flaloes, and witnessed the apparent ease and grace with whlc'h their supple
‘the‘open' plains; where they Lill their game while at 1) speed, and contenﬁ ‘ ms have diawn the bow, and seen these huge animals tumbling down and
in like manner i battles with their enemy.  There is ope preVa'iling' custory A shing out their hearts’ blood from their mouths and nostrils, .
In thege respects, amongst all the tribeg who inhabit the great plains or Prairies guThei: bows are often made of bone and sinews, and their arrgws headed with
of these western regions, Thege Plains afford them an abundance of wilg ang “flints or with bones, of their own construction (PLATE 18, ¢), or with steel,
Heet horses, which are easily Procured; ang gy their backs at full Speed, the :as they are now chiefly furnished by the Fur Traders quite to the Rocky
€an come alongside of any animai, which they easily destroy. ' ‘Mountains (pLaTz 18, d). The quiver, which is uniformly carried on the back,
The bow with which they are armed is smal], ang apparently an ingjon; -end made of the panther or otter skins (rraTE 18, €) i5 2 magazine of these
ﬁca.nt weapon, though gne of Ereat and almogt incredible Power in the ha?ad "'deadl weapons, and generally contains two varieties, The one to be dra_wn
of its owner, whose sinews have been from childhood habituated tq its usct’ upon _Yan enemy, generally poisoned, and with long flukes or lrvarbs, \vhlc_ll
i generally abgut three feet, and :are designed to hang the blade in the wound after the shaft is withdrawn, in

o sztls:m:: d:::?:lt t?c;-:t :}I::r:.etw? and a half (pr4re 1g a). They have{ CeME which they are but slightly glued ;—the other toﬂbius?dvforttge'll‘ g;':]?; ;1;11
L ibt, quistie power in the smallest €ompass possible, { I the blade firmly fastened to the shaft, and the flukes in erted ; ¥
, a8 1t 13 more easily and handily used o horseback than one of greaterJ I easily be drawn from the wound, and used on a future occasion. _
. length. The Ereater number of thege bows are made of ash, or of “bois d'arc" I Such is the training of men and horses in this country, that this work of
(_“5 the Fl‘f—‘ﬂCh callit), and lined on the back with layers of buffalo or deer’s death and slaughter is simple and easy. The horse is trained to approach
Sinews, which are iuseparably attached o them, and give them great eiastfcity. § - the animals onihe right side, enabling its rider to throw his arrows to .the
There are Yery many also (amongst the Blackfeet ang the Crows) which “left; it runs and approaches without the use of the halter, which is hanging
are made of bone, gpq others of the hoy, of the mountain-sheep, ~ Thoge kI loose upon its neck bringing the rider within three of four paces of the
made of bone gre decidedly the mog; valuable, and canpes in this country "animal, when the arrow is thrown with great ease and certainty to the
Be procured of 4 good quality shore of the price of one Or two horses, heart; and instances sometimes occur, where the arrow passes entirely
out these there i5 3 MYStery yet to be solveq and I advance my opinjon’ through the animal’s body. .
asainst all theories thyy ) have heard in ¢he country where they are ysey S8 Anblndian, therefore, mounted on a fleet angd well-trained horse, with his
and made, | have Procured sevapg) very fine Specimens, and when pur- ] bow in his hand, and his quiver slung on his back, containing an hundred
chasfug them hayg Inquired of the Indians, whae bone they.were made of 7 3 arrows, of which he can throw fifeen or Lwenty 4n a minute, is a formidable
and in_every instance, the answer was, «That’s medicine,” Mmeaning thag j; and d;ngerous enemy.  Many of them also ride with a lance of twelve or
was a mystery tq them, or hat they did not wigp, to be questioned about SR fourteen feet in lencth (vrLaTE 18, ), with a blade of polished steel ; and
thgm The bone of which they are made s certainly not the bone of any ; all of them (as a p?-otection for their vital parts), with a shield Or arrow-
. amimal pnow grazing on the Pprairies, or jp the mountaing between thig place fender made of the skin of the buffale’s neck, which has been smoked,‘und
.o and ﬂlt_% Pacific Ocean; for some of these bows are three feer in length, ‘FWE hardened with glue extracted from the hoofs (PLaTE 18), These shields
L of a.solld pieFe of bone, and that as close-gmined—-as hard—-as white and, IR are arrow-proof, and will glance off a rifle shot with perfect effect by 'bemg
as highly polished 3 any tvory; jt ctannot, therefore be made from the,elks'. g turned obliquely, which they do with great skill, .

B orn (25 some have Supposed), which is of 5 dark colour ang porous : por . This shield or arrow-fender is, in my opinion, made of similar materials,
can it come from the buffy]o, It is my opinion, therefore, that the Indians BB and used in the same way, and for the same purpose, as was the clype1.15
on the Pacific Coast procure the bone from the jaw of the sj:errn whale, ' or smal] shield in the Roman- and Grecian cavalry, They were made in
which is often stranded on thy coast, apg bringing the bone into the moun: S those days as a means of defence on horseback only—made sma]l and light,
ams, trade it to the Blackfeet ang Crows, who Manufacture it jne these AN of by, hides; sometimes single, sometimes double and tipled. Such

i - bows withoyt kno?w‘ug' any more thay we do, from what ‘source it has been AN o Hector's shield, and of most of the Homerie heroes of the Greek and
¥ Procurey, B B ' : :Tfojan wars, In thoge days also were darts or Jjavelins and lances; the
' ’ s o I, r
7 ™




. stands here in the Fort, and deliberately boasts of eight scalps, which hesays he
has taken from the heads of trappers and traders with his own hand. His dress

combines with his high office, the envied title of mystery or medicide-man}

-the white buffalo (PLATE 15); and on bis left arm he presents his mysterygH

31

same were also uscd by the Ancient Britons; and such exactly are now g
use amnongst the Arabs and the North American Indians,

In this wise then, are all of these wild red knights of the prairie, armeg
and equipped,—and while nothing can possibly be more picturesque an
thrilitng than a troop or war-party of these feliows, galloping over these g—ree
and endless prairies; there can be no set of mounted men of equal numbe
so effective and so invincible in this country as they would be, could they!
be inspired with confidence of their own powers and their own superiority}F.
yet this never can be done ;—for the Indian, as far as the name of white m
has travelled, and long before he has to try his strength with him,?
trembling with fright and fear of his approach; he hears of white man
arts and artlﬁce-—hls tricks and cunuing, and his hundred instrumenta o
death and destruction—he dreads his approach, shrinks from him with fear;
and trembling—his heart sickens, and his pride and courage wither, at th A
thoughts of contending with an enemy, whom he thmks may war aud-
destroy with weapons of medicine or mystery. i

Of the Blackfeet, whom I mentioned in the beginning of this Letter, ari"
whose portraite are now standing in my room, there is another of whom 4
must say a few words; Pe-toh-pee-kiss, the eagle ribs (PLaTE 14). This may
is one of the extraordinary men of the Blackfoot tribe ; thougl pot a chief, hg

is really superb, almost literally covered with scalp-locks, of savege and civil

I have painted him al full length, with a head-dress made entirely of;
ermine gkins and horns of the buffalo. This custom of wearing horn
beautifully polished and surmounting the head-dress, i a very curious one})
being worn anly by the bravest of the brave; by the most extraordinary men
in the nation.  Of their importance and meaning, I shall say more in a futurg
epistle. When he stood for his picture, he also held a lance and tws
* medicine-bags” in his hand’; of lances I have spoken, —but ** medicineg
bags" and ¢ medicine” will be the text for my next Letter,

Besides the chiefs and warriors above-named, I have also transferred )
my canvass the *Jooks and very resemblance” of an aged chief, whi

1 e doctor—magmlan-—prophet—-soothsayer-—pngleur-——and high pries 3
all combined in one person, who necessarily is looked upon as * Sir Oracle] '
of the nation. The name of this distinguithed functionary is Wun-nes-tou !l

i

dram or tambour, in which are concealed the hidden and sacred mysten i
of his healmg art.

And there is also In-ne-o-cose, the iron-horn (erLaTE 16), at full lencrtb
in a splendid dress, with his ““medicine-bag” in his hand ; and AI:»kay 2 |
pix-en, the woman who strikes many (pLate 17), in a beautiful dress of the '
mountam-goats skin, and her robe of the young buffalo’s hide.

7
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bl 3 LETTER—No. 6.

3 MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE, UPPER MISSOURIL

Nowv for medicines or mysteries —for doctors, high-priests, for hocus

! }pocll's. witcheraft, and animul magnetism !

) - ; in the last Letter [ spoke of Pe-toh-pee-kiss (the eagle ribs}, a Blackfoot
- ' B brave, whose portrait I had just painted at full length, in a splendid dress.
;.[ mentioned alse, that he held two medicine-bags in Iis hand ; as they are
represented in the picture; both of them made of the skins of otters, and

X _: curiously ornamented with ermine, and other strange things.
! S 1 must needs stop here—my painting and every thing else, until I can
K explain the word “ medicine,” and * medicine-bag )" and also some medi-
W cine operations, which I have seen transacted at this place withina few days
g 4 past. ¢ Medicine” is a great word in this country; and itis very necessary
“ e GEE. that one should know the meaning of it, whilst he is scarning and estimating
o ‘ HIBF  the Indian character, which is made up, in a great degree, of mysteries and
S superstitions.
k] 3 The word medicine, in its common acceptation here, means mystery, and
YR nothing else; and in that sense I shafl use it very frequently in my Notes
3B on Indian Manners and Customs.
f" The Fur Traders in this country, are nearly all French; and in their
language, a doctor or physiciun, is called  Aledecin.”” The Indian coun-
S try is full of doctors; and as they are all magicians, and skilled, or profess
to be skilled, in many mysteries, the word ** medecin’ has become habi-
S ually applied to every thing mysterions or unaccountable; and the English
j: 2nd Americans, who are also trading and passing through this country,
[ " have easily and familiarly adopted the same word, with a slight alteration,
;' conveying the same meaning; and to be a little more explicit, they have
]
1

f e
Al
.

denominated these personages “ medicine-men,” which means something
more than merely a doctor or physician. These physiciang, however, are all
medicine-men, as they are all supposed to deal more or less in mysteries
and charms, which are aids and handmaids in their practice. Yet it was
hecessary to give the word or phrase a still more comprehensive meaning—
ﬂS_lhere Were many personages amongst them, and also amongst the
white men who visit the country, who could deal in mysteries, though
Rt skilled in the application of drugs and medicines; and they all range
now, under the comprehensive and accommedating phrase of * medicine-
men.”  For instance, ] am a “medicine-man” of the highest order amongst
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these superstitious

A strange and unaccountable thing to them, o
of “ medicine,” My gun angd Pistols
great medicine ; ang no Indian can b

Inystery-man.

The « medicine-hag” then, i
tance necessary to be underst
life and Indian character, Th
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allaying hig thirst, and satiating Jiis appetite, he sallieg fory), with

people, on account of the art which | practice
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£ ; i kin of which he
5”’ . rocure the animal or bu"d, thz zmcy and sarries
;- . . ,

traps, until he can p ts it according to his ow ' AT
or ttaps, ire, and ornamen " lie calls it); as his ¢
it reserves entire, L life, for ¢ good luck” (as o ot has
it with him thr?ugd ok hoe guardian Spirit, that is | s, Wt e
.ir' battle—and m1 € him safe to the heautiful hunting g
e : wct h
< ehich is to condy . - .
.AFhICh » i, the world to come Indian is beyond all price; f?r to
e sl F the medicinebag to the Tn h signal disgrace in his tribe, that
A lue o ject him to such signz g s
1 or g ould subject bim i ition would stand in
o ive it away, w . d arain, his superstltlo ! b Gront
b could ise above IL; anc again, i it the gift of the
- ever rise ’ ‘t for he considers i Jreat
e h disposition of i, for into battle, and trusts to it fo

. ny such disposit - dicine-bag into battle, v for b
", way of an ian carries his me - ¢ 50 bravely
¥ Spirit. An Indla:nl ?:r he loses it thus, when ﬁgh(lng' l?i‘:h 20 bravely for hs
v his protection ; an diserace scarcely less t_han that (;1 G e e
. “country, l-fe suf.fers :-la\- :Dhis enemy carries it off z;n . respe:: ot dn
" gells or gives it away 1’1'1 t the laser is cut short o L ihe degrading
eople 23 a trophy ; whils ibe, and for ever subjected to s
f his tribe,

is icine,”

p o ' ho has lost his medicine,

gt youn? meaﬂ o e s ‘1‘ hlf zt)ne by rushing into battle

ithet of “a m . ich can only be by ng nto pat

epmmt ivagain; which s with his own hand,
. replace 1t 08 vhom he slays v is ¢ L
o e ! e i in the esti

| o 1 stated arain

¢ and plunderng Ogiiine is restored, and lie is relp::.:;uc[l ;: i e e

b -

{ This done, b I'lll)e and even higher than before, fo

: i is tribe;

7 mation of his

TR Tty

. le dicine, but
.. I dicine honaurﬂ.b- . . : stery or medic '
of medicine, Uli ,F?:t that o man can institute his mystery
. i ar fact, -
It i3 a singula

: imself by the
. d equally singular thut he ca:i remsta:ztihol;: e sfro'n g
once in his life; and eqof his enemy ; both of “:hlch r?g‘_‘ the first, that he
adoption of ::he medlClle for him to fight bravely in ba:.i; case he has been
- and violent mdcllm;z‘s;ve his medicine; and the second, i
may protect an

S50 un “ck as to los y] siore It, an ]llS ]EI)L[tﬂ.tioll ﬂISO While
.
; y l 5 lt, t.hﬂt he ma e 1 ] d ; ) ’
llE Qn o I(ltlctlon Of h]s communtty,
' l | y tendln fOl‘ the p e
1] dESpemLel C o

icine-bag of
s thus far, I have been unable to bu)" zsm{'(::]f;,em; :nd
During my travels t us_ o’ffered them extravagant pric don the practice,
an Indian, althou.gh I hav eﬂle\‘ have been induceq to ;}banh_o medicie, yet
even on the frontier, when"- duce an Indian to Tel'nqu.mh l!: it, to please a
though a white man may m;he Indian in such, case will bu?ﬂ linger around
le cannot buy it °f.hlfm— his sacrilegious touch ; and he ‘:ions as long as
white man'gndtsav:ulllarml?mes visit it and pay it his devotions, :
the spot and at reg f an Indian
lives. : ersons or wardrobe o b
heThese curious aPPEnda{;es stﬂngz (?f the skin of an Ouet:;a?] h:a;:{: a
= (rLATE 18, g), are Some':::,e a polecat, a snake, o frog. ?_son;etimcs of
musk-rat, a \\i-eaiell:l ;ﬂl;acan éagIE, @ magpie, of 2 SPArTow :
mouse, a mole, '

animal 50 alge as a wo H.]l.d at others (}i [ Sk' $ 0‘ lhe
th i

V tl e i f i l l ]f; lh I3y

]i . ' Ly SL‘IDO an

and afier

L
weapons A

and very
idden under the dress,

X imals, so small that they are hiddén u )

3 €sser animals,

difficult to be found, even if searched for,




L
1
[

23 . i
Such then is the medicine-bag—such its meaning and importance ; an i
when its owner dies, it is plnced in his grave and decays with his body, ki
In the case of the portrait of which I spoke in the beginning of this Leuer ‘
thare are seen two medicing-bags in the hand of Pe-toh-pee-kiss; the on
was of his own instituting, and the other was taken from his enemy, who |
he had slain in battle; both of these he has a right ¢ display and boast ot
on such an occasion. This is but the beginning or incipient stage of * me'y
dicines,” however, in this strange and superstitious country ; and if you havel
patience, 1 will carry you a few degrees further into the mysteries of conju. :
ration, before 1 close this Letter, Slt still then and read, until 1 relate &
scene of a tragic, and yet of the most grotesque character, which took place)
in this Fort a few days since, and to all of which I was an eye-witnessy ‘
The scene I will relate as it transpired premsely, and call it the Story oi
the “ dector,” or the ¢ Blackfoot medicine-man. i
Not many weeks since, a party of Knisteneaux came here from the non.h,
for the purpose of making their summer’s trade with the Fur Company;§
_ and, whilst here, a party of Blackfeet, their natural enemies (the same who}
are here now), came from tbe west, also to trade. These two belhgerent
tribes encamped on different gides of the Fort, and had spent some weeks
here in the Fort and about it, in apparently good feeling and fellowship ;3
unable in.fact to act otherwise, for, according to a regulation of the Fort:"
their arms and weapons were 2l locked up by M‘Kenzie in his ¢ arsenal,”j§
for the purpose of preserving the peace amongst these fighting-cocks. &
The Knisteneaux had completed their trade, and laiteted about the pre- §
mises, until all, both Indians and white men, were getting tived of their X
company, wiehing’ them quietly off. When they were ready to start, with§
their goods packed upon their backs, their arms were given them, and they 2
started ; bidding everybody, both friends and foes, a hearty farewell. They
went aut of t.he Fort, and though the party gradually moved off, one o(
them undiscovered, loitered about the Fort, until he got an opportanity to'f
poke the mmzzle of his gun through between the piquets; when he fired it at "-}
one of the chiefs of the Blackfeet, who stood within a few paces, talking with
Mr, M'Kenzie, and shot him with two musket bullets through the centre of
his body ! The Blackfoot fel!, and rolled about vpon the ground in the§ -. .
agonies of death. The Blackfeet who were in the Fort seized their weapons 38
and ran in a mass out of the Fort, in pursuit of the Knisteneaux, who wer
rapidly retreating to the bluffs. The Frenchmen in the Fort, also, at so
flagrant and cowardly an insult, seized their guns and ran out, joining the |
Blackfeet in the pursuit. I, at that moment, ran to my painting-raom in one §
of the bastions overlooking the plain, where I had a {air view of the affair; i
many shots were exchanged back and forward, and a skirmish ensued which §
Jasted half an hour; the parties, however, were so far apart that little effect ¥
was produced ; the Knisteneaux were driven off over the bluffs, having lost i
one man and had several others wounded. The Blackfcet and Frenchmen ¥

#
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o mcﬂmﬁo the Fort,and then, { saw what 1 never before saw in my life
" a3t @ “medicine-man” performing his mysteries over a dying man.
_ ﬁahm who had been shot waz still living, though two bullets had passed
; thmugh the centre of his body, about two mches apart from each other; he
s lying on the ground in the agonies of death, and no one could indulge
ihe slightest hope of his recovery; yet the medtcme -man must needs be
called (for such a personage they liad in their party), and hocus pocus ap-
pl:ed to the dying man, as the dernier resort, when 2ll drugs and all specifics
were useless, and after all possibility of recovery was extinct !
50 have mentioned that all tribes have their physicians, who are also
éd]cme {or mystery} men. These professional gentlemen are worthies of the
: n—he‘-t order in all tribes. They are regularly called and paid as ph)slcmns,
' to prescnbe for the sick; and many of them acquire great skill in the
medlcmal world, and gain much celebrity in their nation. Their first pre-
.:npt:ons are roots :md herbs, of which they have a great variety of species ;
o nnd when these have all failed, their last resort is to * medicine” or mystery;
and for this purpose, each one of them has a strange and’ unaccountable
‘Kdress conjured up and constructed during a life-time of practice, in the
*ﬂwtldest fancy imaginable, in which he arrays himself, and makes his last
“wisit to his dying pahent —dancing over hlm shaking his frightful rattles,
- and singing songs of incantation, in hopes to cure hlm by a charm There
nrc some instances, of course, where the exhausted patient unaccounlably
ircco.rers, under the application of these absurd forms; and in such cases,
"‘thl.-. ingenious son of Indien Esculapius will be seen far several days after,
on the top of a wigwam, with his right arm extended and waving over the

+
p

sing skill he has acquired in his art, and the undoubted efficacy of his
~medicine or mystery. But if, on the contrary, the patient dies, he soon
changes his dress, and joins in doleful lamentations with the mourners; and
easily, with his craft, and the ignorance and superstition of his people, pro-

tects his reputation and maintains his influence'qver ‘them; by assuring
s . them, that it was the will of the Great Spirit that hls patient should die, and
v, - when sent for, his feeble efforts must cease.

. Such was the case, and such the extraordinary means resorted to in the
instance I am now relating. Several hundred spectators, including Indians
« and traders, were assembled around the dying man, when it was announced -
- that the * medicing-man” was coming ; we were required to * form a ring,”
- leaving a space of some thirty or forty feet in diameter around the dying
wan, in which the doctor could perform his wonderful operations; and a
7+ 8pace was also opened to allow him free room to pass through the crowd '
*s without tonching any one. This being done, in a few moments his arrival
Was announced by the death-like “ hush————sh——" through the crowd;
aad nothing was to be heard, save the light and casual tinkling of the
" ml.les upon his dress, whick was scarcely perceptible to the ear, as he




. ridiculous manceuvres, which I have just witnessed in this strange country. -
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cautiously and slowly moved through the avenue left for him; which at tengthy
brought him into the 1ing, in view of the pitiable object over whom I
mysteries were to be performed. ' E
Readers! you may have seen or read of- the witch of Endor—or you mayg
imagine all the ghosts, and spirits, and furies, that ever ranked among] 4
the * rank and file” of demonology ; and yet you must see my painting o
this strange scene before you can form a just conception of real frightfulSi
ugliness and Indian conjuration—yes, and even more: you must. see }1 g
1 :

magic dress of this Tndian ** big bug” (which I have this day procured m aiif
-ity parts), placed upon the back of some person who can imitate the strides
and swells, the grunts, and spring the rattles of an Indian magician. 4

His entrée and his garb were somewhat thus :—he approached the ring wi
his body in & crouching position (praTE 19), with a slow and tilting step-3 1

his body and head were entirely covered with the skin of a yellow bear, i\ 'és.

)

head of which (his own head being inside of it) served as a mask; the huge}
claws of which also, were dangling on his wrists and ancles; in one hand}
he shook a frightful rattie, and in the other brandished his medicine-spear org
magic wand ; to the rattling din and discord of all of which, he added the
wild and startling jumps and yelps of the Indian, and the horrid and ap-
palling grunts, and snarls, and growls of the grizzly bear, in ejaculatory and §g
guttural incantations to the Good and Bad Spirits, in behalf of bis patient ;"
who was rolling and groaning in the agonies of death, whilst he was dancing i§
around him, jumping over him, and pawing him about, and rolling him in
every direction : ‘

‘In this wise, this strange operation proceeded for haif an hour, to the sur-
prise of a nomerous and death-like silent audience, until the man died ;. and
the medicine-man danced off to his quarters, and packed wp, and tied and 34
secured from the sight of the world, his mystery dress and equipments.

This dress, in ail its parts, is one of the greatest curiosities in the whole g
collection of Indian manufactures which I hav+ vet obtained in the Indian<}
country. 1t is the strangest medley and mixture, perhaps of the mysteries.
of the animal and vegetable kingdoms that ever was seen. Besides the skin ]
of the yellow bear (which being almost an anomaly in that country, is out of }
the regular order of nature, and, of course, great medicing, and converted tc
a medicine use), there are attached to it the skins of many animals, which %R
are aiso anomalies or deformities, which render them, in their estimation
medicine ; and there are also the skins of snskes, and frogs, and bats,
beaks and toes and tails of birds,—hoofs of deer, goats, and antelopes ; and; ?
in fact, the *‘odds and ends,” and fag ends, and tafls, and tips of aimost
everything that swims, flies, or runs, in this part of the wide world. |
": Such is a medicine-man or a physician, and such is one of his wild and |

<
N

ety

These men, as I before .remarked, are valued as dignitaries in the tribe
and the greatest respect is paid to them by the whole community ; not only
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ot their skill in their ¢ i i .

m.;!-ﬁ: ookl in ir .mater_m medica ;” but more especi

ﬁa?gm:h d oy t‘;31'S:es, ufl \;‘hlﬂh they all deal to a ver P T Do shelr et
a .

;il e e ty]:,_ Lrlese characters and their f'ﬂ}irnisuilr: ‘;—‘tﬂ“t- I e
i;;'n'll tribes their doctorsp s::n: pl.ace, that no tribe is “:ithoututt'ure N
i ' pace e | ltem ;—th
Kand | had like to have said, high- S ts, vt e —are sooth e
T o o hane y bigh-priests, inasmuch as th oth-sayers,

donduct olt et igious ceremonies ;—they are | key e
? orac natio ils .

aitler of e o n. In all councils of war and pea o &l as

% oatest def regularly consulted before an phl'ce' ey e 2 s
g eference and respect is paid Lo their:i);: o ep 18 (aken, wd
ions,
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MOUTH OF YELLOW STONE, UPPER MIS3OURL

Tiie Letier which I gave you yesterday, on the subject of < medicin
and “ medicine-men,” has somewhat broken the *¢ thread of my dasccmme .
and left my painting-room (in the bastion), and all the Indians in it, an i
portraits, and buffalo huats, and landscapes of these beautiful regions, to be
taken up and discussed ; which I will now endeavour to do, beginning Jug )
where 1 left (or digressed) off. ; ﬁ

T was seated on the cool breech of a tweive-pounder, and had my eaael i
before me, and Crows and Blackfeet, and Assinneboins, whom I was tmcrqg
upon the canvass. And so I have been doing to-day, and shall be for seve®
ral days to come. DMy painting-room has become so great a lounge, and !
so great a * medicine~-man,” that all other amusements are left, and
other topics of conversation and gossip are postponed for future consider
- tion. The chiefs have had to place ** soldiers” (as they are called) at myRH
door, with spears in hand to protect me from the throng, who otherwiséJi
would press upon me; and none but the worthies are allowed to come into
my medicine apartments, and none to be painted, except such as are decided) l
by the chiefs to be worthy of so high an honour. k! i

The Crows and Blackfeet who are here tegether, are enemies of the most !
deadly kind while out on the plains; but here they sit and smoke qmelly f
together, yet with a studied and dignified reserve.

- The Rlackfeet are, perhaps, one of the most (if uot entirely the most k
numerous and warltke tribes on the Continent. They occupy the whole uf 1
-the country about the sonrces of the Missouri, from this place to the Racky ,s

i

i

Mountains; and their numbers, from the best computations, are somethiug il
Like forty or fifty thousand-—they are (like all other tribes whose numbers}
are sufficiently large to gwe them boldness) warlike and ferocious, i. e. they
are predatory, are roaming fearlessly about the country, even into andiy
threugh every part of the Rocky Mountains, and carrying war amOngst
their epemies, who are, af course, every tribe who inhabit the country about
them.
The Crows who live on the head waters of Yellow Stone, and extend f'rom A | - ) o :
this neighbourhood also to the base of the Racky Mountains, are similar infy 1) «‘ Y . X . B i ; : |
the above Tespects to the Blackfeet; roaming about a great part of the year ] ' :
~~and seeking their enemies.wherever they can find them.
They are a much smaller tnbe than the Blackfvet, w:th whom they ““",

]
'
T




1 ﬂﬁys at war, and from whqse great number:v. they suffer prodigiously in
F& Lattle ; and probably will be in a few years enurely_ destroyed by them,
) The Crows have not, perhaps, more than 7000 in their nation, and pro-
4 ::hly pot more than eighi hundred warriors or fighting men. Amongst the
2‘ E more powerful tribes, like the Sioux aud Blackfeet, who have been enabled
'.“‘." to preserve their warriors, it is a fair calculation to count one in five as
\warriors ; but among the Crows and Minatarees, and Puncahs, and several
. iher small but warlike tribes, this proportion cannot exist; as in some of
B3 these T have found two or three w?men to a man in the nation; in conse-

b ;]uence of the Pontinual losses sustained amongst their men in war, and also
“whilst pursuing the buffaloes on the plains for food, where their lives are
exceedingly exposed.
- The Blackleet and the Crows, Jtke the Sioux and Assinneboins, have nearly
the same mode of constructing their wigwam- or lodge; in which tribes it is
~made of buffalo skins sewed together, after being dressed, and made into the
form of a tent; supported within by some twenty or thirty pine poles of
twenty-five feet in height, with an apex or aperture.at the top, through
_ which the smoke escapes and the light is admitted. These lodges, or tents,
_are taken down in a few minutes by the squaws, when they wish to change
Y. their location, and easily transported to any part of the country where they
wish to encamp; and they generally move some six or eight times in the
" course of the summer; following the immense herds of buffaloes, as they

range over these vast plains, from east to west, and north to south. The
‘- objects for which they do this are two-fold,—to procure and dress their skins,
" which are brought in, in the fall and winter, and sold to the Fur Company,
“for white man’s luxury; and also for the purpose of killing and drying
- buflale meat (pLaTe 22), which they bring in from their hunts, packed on
their horses’ backs, in great quantities ; making pemicar, and preserving the
marrow-fat for their winter quarters ;~which are generally taken up in some
heavy-timbered bottom, on the banks of some stream, deep imbedded within
the surrounding bluffs, which break off the winds, and muake their long and
tedious winter tolerable and supportable. They then sometimes erect their
skin lodges amongsi the timber, and dwell in them duting the winter months;
% .. but more frequently eut logs and make a miserable and rude sort of log
¥ . cabin, in which they cap live much warmer and better protected from the
assaults of their enemies, in case they are attacked ; in which case a log
cabin is a tolerable fort against Indian weapdns.

The Crows, of all the tribes in this region, or on the Continent, make the
. ost beautiful lodge. As [ have before meationed, they construct them as
; the Sioux do, and make them of the same material; yet they oftentimes
- dress the skins of which they are composed alimost as white as linen, and

]
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AT ] beaulifully garnish them with porcupine quills, and paint and ermament them

. 18 such a vuriety of ways, as renders them exceedingly picturesque and
areeable to the eve, I have procured a very beautiful one of this description

-




7 Qomestic furniture, and on the top of all, two, three, and even (someumcs)
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(pratTe 20), highly-ornamented, and fringed with scalp-locks, and su
ciently large for forty men to dine under, The poles which support it 3y,
about thirty in number, of pine, and all eut in the Rocky Mountains, havig y
been some hundred years, perhaps, in use. This tent, when erected, i
shout twenty-five feet high, and has a very pleasing effect; with the Gre
or Good Spirit painted on one side, and the Evil Spirit on the other. If
can ever succeéd in transporting it to New York and other eastern ciueg,,ﬁ
will be locked upon as a beautiful and exceedingly interesting specimen,
The manner in which an encampment of Indians strike their ‘tents and e . _ .
transport them is curious, and to the traveller in this country a very novil}ier~ -~ B
and unexpected sight, whea he first beholds it.  Whilst ascending the rived
to this place, I saw an encampment of Sioux, consisting of six lmndred o
these lodges, struck, and all things packed and on the move in a very few
minutes. The chief sends his runners or criers (for such all chiefs keep indl|
their employment) through the village, a few hours before they are to start SR
announcing his determination to move, and the hour fixed wpon, and th
necessary preparations are-in the meantime making; and at the time an
nounced, the lodge of the chief is seen Rapping in the wind, a part of thel
poles having been taken out from under it; this is the signal, and in one
minute, six hundred of them (on a level and beautiful prairie), whlch hefore
had beea strained tiglt and fixed, were seen waving and fapping in the wmd 3
and in one minute more all were flat upon the ground Their horses and ’
dogs, of which they had a vast number, had all been secured upon the spot
in readiness ;-and euch one was speedily loaded with the burthen allotted to
it, and ready to fail into the grand procession.
Faor this strange cavalcade, preparation is made in the following manner 3
the poles of a lodge are divided into two bunches, and the little ends of each
bunch fastened upon the shoulders or withers of 2 horse, leaving the butt
ends to drag behind on the ground on either side.  Just behind the horse, &
brace or pole is tied across, which keeps the poles in their respective places-
and then upon that and the poles behind the horse, is placed the lodge a
tent, which is rolled up, and also numerous other articles of household and-

four women and children ! Each one of these horses has a conductress
who sometimes walks before and leads it, with a tremendous pack upon 1‘ i
her own back ; and at others she sits astride of its back, with a child, per¥ I8
haps, at her breast, and another astride of the horse's back behind her, M
cllngmg to her waist with one arm, while it affectionately embraces a sneak— ),
ing dog-pup in the other.

In this way five or six hundred wigwamsg, with all their furniture (PLATS
21), may be seen drawa out for miles, creeping over the grass-covered plam
of this country; and three times that number of men, on good horsecs
strolling along in front or on the ﬂank and, in some tribes, in the rear oi
this heterogeneous caravan, at least” “five times that nuniber of dogs, whw
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fahfl into the rank, and fjollow in the train and company of the women, and
e very cur of theny, who is large enough, and not too cunning to be enslaved,
Vo7 ancumbered with a car or sled (or whatever it may be better called), on
{Eghich he patiently drags his load—a part of the houseliold goods and
' _'i'urniture of the lodge to which he belongs. Two poles, about fifteen feet
sag, are placed upon the dog’s shoulder, in the same manner as the lodge
poles are attached to the horses, leaving the larger ends to drag upon the
round behind him ; on which is placed a bundle or wallet which is allotted
to him to carry, and with which he trots off amid the throng of dogs and
£gquaws ; faithfuily and cheerfully dragging his load "till night, and by the

way loitering and occasionally

* Catching at little bits of fun and glee
*That's played on dogs enslaved by dog that's free.'

tvv The Crows, like the Bluckfeer, are beautifully costumed, and perhaps
“Vaith somewhat more of taste and elegance; inasmuch as the skins ot
“which their dresses are made are more delicately and whitely dressed.
_'_The art of dressing skins belongs to the Indians in all countries; and

< the Crows surpass the civilized world in the beauty of their skin-dressing,
The art of tanning is unknown to them, so far as civilized habits and

. arts have not been taught them; yet the art of dressing skins, so far as
we have it in the civilized world, has been (like hundreds of other orna-
mental and useful customs which we are practising), borrowed from the
savage; without onr ever stopping to enquire from whence they come, or
~ by whom invented.

The usual mode of dressing the buffalo, and other skins, is by immersing
them for a few days under a lye from ashes and water, until the hair can be -
- .removed ; when they are strained upon a frame or uvpou the ground, with
stakes or pins driven through the edges into the earth; where they remain
for several days, with the brains of the buffalo or elk spread upon and over
them; and at last finished by “graining,” as it is termed, by the squaws;
who use a sharpened bone, the shoulder-blade or other large bone of the
animal, sharpened at the edge, somewbat like an adze; with the edge of
which they scrape the fleshy side of the skin; bearing on it with the
weight of their bodies, thereby drying and softening the skin, and fitting
it for use. ‘ '

. The greater part of these skins, however, go through still ancther opera-
tion afterwards, which gives them a greater value, and renders them much
. more serviceable—that is, the process of smoking. TFor this, a small hole
isdug in the ground, and a fire is built in it with rotten wood, which will yro-
4 duce a great quantity of smokee without. :nuch blaze ; and several small poles
of the proper length stuck in the ground around it, and drawn and fastened
together at the top, around which a skin is wrapped in form of a tent,
. ad gencrally sewed together at the edges to secure the smoke within it ;
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within "this the sking to E)e smoked are placed, and in this condition Ry
tent will stand 3 day or so, enclosing the heated smoke ; and by 800% o
chemical process or other, which I do net understand, the sking thyg acq i
4 quality which enables .them, after being ever so many times wet, tod
soft and pliant as they were before, which secret [ have never yet seen pii
ticed in my own country; and for the lack of which, all of our dressed skin
" when once wet, are, | think, chiefly ruined, :rj

T Hy i hite
h severer oue; which they could easily practice “bI:"‘l ”‘a';;eg ;" e

a much 8eve . ‘ing themselves amenable to .

in therr country, Wlthou:i;'er;c:;z;u:fe within the four last weeks, while in

‘ ie has repeatedly ' ; irable

Mr. M‘.K enz;_]ative trF the Crows, that they were frlendiiy :}?d h:)l:l;l {li-nest
: n T ; - em

"a?-gj:'re'méfaling with the whites, and that he considere

i their deal .

i - uaintance. i d
ﬁ‘dl#ﬂ’ of his b St. Louis, and other places at the East, to have he::ir
recollect whilst in St. ally and thieving set of vagabonds,
fien said hat the Crows werel aI rasc ! );n told since. that this afomms.
. . lave De H
ay robbers, &c. &c.; and d, from the fact that they made some
: “has become current in the world, from he Fur Com.
e tion has beco amp of Messrs, Crooks and Hunt of the Fu :

d&?edations upon tl;; camp bor of thais horses, when they were passu;)g
: S, ve off a num . . . : doubt

PE_!'!Y' s o untry, on ‘their way to Astoria. This was no
through the -Crow country,

An Indian's dress of deer skins, which is wet a hundred t,;4es upon
back, dries soft; and his lodge also, which stands in the rains, and
through the severity of winter, is taken down as soft ang ag clean as w
it was first put up. : . -

A Crow is known wherever he is met by his beautiful white dress, agy
his tall and elegant figure ; the greater part of the men being s '

veg)

=] S[ature, wlth bll)ﬂ('_ h ]d abou! . w (l ”l ] Vely n, l was h fi:’lct that
shroulder d V Indla s te l us as the y
ﬂ I - " 3, an great E-"pﬂn‘l: F ] vl tl'l:le, and equﬂ!ly Frue, OLIE €5 ]
| - r OT ii' : Wl‘tll 1]IEI‘I I)a’lty were Cl‘OSSinU the CTOW COunLly With a
i ‘ ‘ . ‘ i . 40 These‘gent]emen, 1 B

- : arrow-
L . . ' nition, of knives, and spears,
a dark brown colour; from which circumstance, in g probability, th rge stock of goods, of guns, and ammu ’

: i f the
: ; i IC T3 . i d encamped in the midst o '
having black legaings or fmoceasins, have got the name of Blackfeet. - B, ~iheads, &c.; and stopped for some :;n:fle?; when tIl:e Crows assembled in
The Crows are very handsome and gentlemanly Indians in their personalf “Crow country (and [ think wintere ’

appearance : and have beeq always reputed, since the first acquaintang
made with them, very civil and friendly. .

These people to be sure, have in some instances plundered and robbedl¥
trappers and travellers in their country; and for that [ have sometimes heard
them calléd raseyls and thieves, and rogues of the first order, &c.; vyet the

in a kind and friendly manner;
t them, and treated them in ner
L T ab?“ ith them for guns and ammunition,
{and at the same time proposed to trade with ° g}'] oy e e
&c. (according to these gentlemen’s own account,)of whi dyogerEd gredt
s hich they brought a great many horse‘s, and off _
o o e : . isting in their determi-
‘?epeatedlv in trade ; which they refused to I‘.ake,lpers g ol determi
. g . ! ing thei i ined place, across :
do not consider themselves such ; for thieving in their estimation js __ Bation of carrying their goods to thenfodeds;: ingpther;l ons the mouniain;
crime, and considered the most disgraceful ac that a man can possibly do} thereby disappointing these -Indlanl:l,[ tythe ywere living wpon them, and. ex.
They call this capluring, where they sometimes tun off a Trader'g horses, and “awhich were in their possession, wl ils e gtr No o e o o
make their Loast of it; considering it a kind of retaliation or Summary Y bausting the game and food of their Oinu);;) Ao of which iase ton
justice, which they think it right and honourable that they should adminjsge iriotold the Crows, that these goods were g ing to o hat ey o oy
And why not ? for the unlicensed tresnass committed through ¢ : " knew nothing ; and of course, it was enoug

Oyin th to tﬂke tll f W W y Wi 08¢ W to the
. : llld at once supp as
: -y- =] £m al‘ther est 3 hlch the

. : f the
A 1 i X .. i ht or ten warriors to one o
game, an( catching all the beaver and other rich and valuable furg oyt 0 ﬁ:ﬁimad‘feeh their principal enemy, having eight

? l =

. rice for
*Crows ; where they supposed the whlt‘e men could get “;ao fjl:a;i; g)]e o
their weapons, and arm their enemies in such a way ?tshout mercy. Under
J2:40 turn upon the Crows, and cut them to pieces w

heir country, withoyt Paying them an equivalent, or, in fact, anything a
all, for it ; apd this too, when they have been warned time and again y
danger they would be in, if they longer persisted in the practice. R

ir indignation,
1 look upon the Indian as the most honoést and honourable ryce of : these circumstances-_ the mes‘rode off, :ﬁdwtzclslh:]‘;;h;a:e ev:r since
that T ever lived amongst in my life ; ang in their native state, [ pledge youlig i5idrove off some of the Compan_y : horszs,hioglway robbers. [t is a custom,
my honour they are the Jast of all the humap family to pilfer or to steal B en denominated a band of .thlfzves an :monﬂ'st all savages, to revenge
You trust to thejp honour; ang for this never-énding and boundless system gl and a part of the system of Jurts.pl'uiellcjf nce ?f they can; and if not, to
of theft and Plunder, and debauchery, that js practiced off upon theye rig;hlt 1 *ﬁ upon the person or persons who give t ; or tehe ﬁ’rst white man who comes in
ful owners of the soil, by acquisitive white men, | consider the inﬂiétion,c; P et _tha'- punishment fall upon the head-o And I would not be

. hite man. :
their way, provided the offender was a w aders, if
surprised, therefore, if 1 get robbed of my norse; and you too, re "

Punishment, which those persons at e t should t; and which, id fact
persons ast should expect ; gq which, in fact] YOU go into that country, for that very (supposed) offe%lce.

Yone but g very honourgble an high-minded people coul | inflict, instead
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gence my last Letter, nothing of great moment has transpired at this
; {P‘“e; but 1 have been continually employed in painting my portraits and
) making notes on the character and customs of the wild folks who are about
% me. [ have just been painting a number of the Crows, fine looking and
noble gentlemen. They are really a handsome and weil-formed set of men
¥ . a9 can be seen in any part of the world. There is a sort of ease and grace
b¥. added to their dignity of manners, which gives them the air of gentiemen at
ence. [ observed the other day, that most of them were over six feet high,
. and very many of these have cultivated their patural hair to such an almost
incredible fength, that it sweeps the ground as they walk ; there are frequent
. instances of this kind amongst them, and in some cases, a foot or more of
B it will drag on the grass as they walk, giving exceeding grace and beauty to
. their movements. They usually o1l their hair with a profusion of bear's
) " grease every morning, which is no doubt one cause of the unusual length to
"M which their hair extends; though it cannot be the sole cause of it, for the
2GRl other tribes throughout this country use the bear's grease in equal profusion
without producing the sameresuits. The Mandans, however, and the Sioux,
of whom I shall speak in future epistles, have cultivated a very great growih of
7. the hair, as many of them are seen whose hair reaches near to the ground.
This extraordinary length of hair amongst the Crows is confined to the
* men alone ; for the women, though all of them with glossy and beautiful
hair, and a great profusion of it, are nnable to cultivate it 1o so great a
length; or else they are not allowed to compete with their lords in a fashion
8o orcamental (and on which the men so highly pride themselves), and are
obliged in many cases to cut it short off.

*5 The fashion of long hair amongst the men, prevails throughout all the
. Western and North Western tribes, afier passing the Sacs and Foxes; and
: the Pawnees of the Platte, who, with two or three other tribes only, are
= in the habit of shaving nearly the whole head.

The present chief of the Crows, who is called ¢ Long-hair,” and has
- Teceived his name as well as his office from the circumstance of having the
P longest hajr of any- man in the npation, I have not yet seen: but I hope I yet
=¢_- 0y, ere [ leave this-part of the country. This -extrsordinary man i
nown to several gentlemen with whom I am acquainted, and particularly

B 10 Messrs, Sublette and Cempbell, of whom 1 have before spoken, whe
voL,. 1. o




- beautifully clad, and carries himeell with the most graceful and manl}f

_ grows out again ; ceasing gradually to mourn as her hair approaches to 1
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told me they had lived in his hospitable lodge for months together oy

assured me that they had mensured his hair by a correct means,,
found it to be ten feet and seven inches in length; closely mspec
every part of it at the same time, and satisfying themselves that it
the natural growth, -

On ordmary urvusions 10 fs wound with a broad leather strap, from h)
head to itz extreme end, and then folded up into a budget or block, of soupy
ten or twelve inches in length, and of some pounds weight; which whegh
walks is carried under his arm, or placed in his bosom, within the folds ol
his robe ; but on any great parade or similar occasion, his pride is to qafgld
it, oil it with bear's grease and Jet it drag behind him, some three or
feet of it spread out upon the grass, and black and shining ].xke a ra
wing. N

It is a common custom ainongst most of these upper trrbes 10 sphce i

f-"'

this conspicuous and signal ornament.
Amongst the Crows of distinetion now at this place, I have painted thg
portrmts of several, wha exhibit some striking peculiarities, Amongst ...!,
is Chah-ee- chopes, the four wolves (pLATE 24); a fine looking fellow, s
feet in stature, and whose natural hair sweeps the grass as be walks; hejig

mien—he is in mourning for a brother; and accordmg to their custon}
has cut off a number of losks of his long hair, which is as much asa man ;
can well spare of so valued an ornament, which he has been for the greaterl
part of his life cultivating; whilst 2 woman who mourns for a husband orgl
child, is obliged to erop her hair shost to her head, and so remain till if "

former length.

Dubk-pits-a-ho-shee, the red bear (PLATE 26), a dxstmgmshed warriof /i
and Oo-je-en-a-he-ha, the woman who lives in the bear's den (praTe 25)
I have also painted Pa-ris-ka-roo-pa (two crows) the younger (pLATE 27)
one of the most extraordinary men in the Crow nation ; not only for h 3
looks, from the form of his head, which seems to be distortion 1tself——an :
curtailed of all its fair proportions; but from his extraordinary sagacity @
a counsellor and orator, even at an. early stage of his life.

There is something very uncommon in this outline, and sets forth thel§
sitiking pecuhanty of the Crow tribe, though rather in an exaggeratetyg
form. The semi-lunar outline of the Crow head with an exceedingly lO J
and retreatmg forehead, is certamly a very pecullar and striking chafaty
teristic; and though not so strongly marked in most of the tribe as in th
present instance, is sufficient for their detection whenever they are :
and will- be subjeet for further cofiiment, ir’ another place.

-The Crow women (and Blackfeet also) are not haudsome, and 1 shal

:‘ 4 ;




51

ssent say but little of them. They are, like all other Indian women, the
T ,_.,, of their husbands : being obliged to perform all the domestic duties

A 45d drudgeries of the tribe, and not allowed to join in their religious rites
ﬁi“ceremonles, nor in the dance or other amusements.
F’The women in all these upper and western tribes are decently dressed,
, gnd many of therr with great beauty and taste ; their dresses are all of deer
f of, goat skins, e\tendmcr from their chins quite down to the feet; these
dressgs are in many instances trimmed with ermine, and ornamented with

porcu?me quills and beads with exceeding ingenuity.

“The Crow and Blackfeet women, like all others 1 ever saw in any Indan

g K inbe, ‘divide the hair on the forehead, and paint the separation or crease with
rcr‘mlllﬂn or red eartl. For what purpose this little, but universal, custom
'+ ohserved, 1 never have been able to jearn.
-~ The men amongst the Blackfeet tribe, have a fashion equally simple, and
2 probably of as little meaning, which seems strictly to be adhered to by every
m'an in the tribe; they separate the hair in two places' on the forehead,
leaung a lock between the two, of anr inch or two in width, which is care-
fully straightened down on to the bridge of the nose, and there cut square
fi. It is more than probable that this is done for the purpose of distinction;
[hat they may thereby be free from the epithet of effeminacy, which might
- tlleru ise attach to them.
- These two tribes, whom I have spoken of connectedly, speak two distinct
_am.! entirely dissimilar languages ; and the language of each is different,
.and radicaily so, from that of all other tribes about them. As these people
g, are always at war, and hLave been, time out of mind, they do not inter-
s, marry or hold converse with each other, by which any knowledge of
each other's language could be acquired. It would be the work “of a
man'’s life-time to collect the languages of all the different tribes which i
am visiting; and I shall, from necessity, leave this subject chiefly for
‘others, who have the time to devote to them, to explain them to the world.
1 have, however, procured 2 brief vocabulary of their words and sentences
in these tribes; and shall continue to do so amongst the tribes I shall
visit, which will answer as a specimen or sample in each; and which, in the
&Equel 10 these Letters (if they should ever be pubhshed), will probably be
arranged.
The Blackfeet are, perhaps, the most powerfu[ trtbe of Indians on the
i “Continent ; and being sensible of their strength, have stubbornly resisted the
"_': Traders in their country, who have been gradually forming an acquaintance
> with them, and endeavouring to establish a permanent aud profitable system
.. of trade.  Their country abounds in beaver and buffalo, and most of the
fﬂr-heanng animals of North Americay and the Amencan Fur Company,
"~ with an unconquerable spirit of trade and enterprize, has pushed its estab-
-hshment.s into their country; and the numerous parties of trappers are
traung up their streams and rivers, rapidly destroying the beavers which

-
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» 18 Put over the Joje And then pregsed down,'}'n ; c‘;‘izf (perhaps & dictﬁe fire and smoked ln‘;eof song, which 1 did r.fl egof
the handg close around the sides, anq filed with water "Ech he lighted a “neled guttul'illsr_a sm'.ﬂ-ht have been suscepti
e boiled is t!]en Put in thig hole op pot of water ; and jp 4 . ﬂi‘;"e time, in half_::irsfa:tiom and which mig

: uilt n'emi bér, se:r]erald I;lr;:;: ‘ston}es are Iﬁeateq] triz a red healt), .Iw(l;lchf e tanslated to my §

succa.sn'ey tpped an eld in the Water untj the megt 13 boiled - ¥
) which singular ang Peculiar Customn, the Ojibbewa i

appellation of Assinneboj;g or sto .

IS custom

‘v l ]‘_h was ome a ()Lh&l I]][l-VlsaOed feunw mn anothEl
1 1S on n 2 E

+ g =3 ’ -

h e

ine, accom-
ambourine,
. rum or t
rione menced beating on & d
. m
_le Of the group, ()

instantly
ed, sprang in 3
e of the young me'}ll SP::;S ;f pthe 'drum, a.nd
. H e \Vhen 01'1. i . H e Wiﬂlt ] ; imﬂ -
! fed by bis (;’ Oc:u;mmenced ssing 11:1 tlirrrxl the most violent “;an;:"in“ ind
& and used op Y as ap is feet, an d the other the circle, 2
'€Ir meat, by , tribe who yaq 00 rude apj ln h;n., ab:)ut ont one fuot ir: several times aroundas seated, until at lengiltf;
180130t to congpryey a kettle or pot. : ; “':balg_ “In this way he t:: faces of each One_w}ﬁzdwhim forcibly up upon ht
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respect answerg well ¢
e N o the de ., N
[1 . SCript ' . [y . \ . .
his man g WI-JUn.jon (the pi p lo'ns I have Btven above, Tha . ’ : . valued, cherished and practiced, like many others of their strange
{(rLaTe 29) Wil } Pigeon’s ego head) ce SFeharciet - as which are di be 1 ; an
that creeps) a] ﬁne x.ulzen t.he portrait of hiz wits él:‘::d }?y the side of r rea.sonisnwhlc: a;-)c l'fﬁc;llt to e in&naﬁ or }llmder:}tood ,h:md
B sheep skin, holdingeino?lkmi quaw, in g handst;me dr;c:ssa? ei (the firg%? ably will never be Justly appreciated by others tham them-
: ; . €r nand a gt : of the mou ™8 .
. woman in th X stick curigug| . Subtyy
oo Bt i il o e e, il v,
these northern + 0T prairie turnip, which is f > 0 Igging e
X prairies, and fUrnishe $ tound jn great . L
s the Indiang yw; quantitisy
With an ap, X

.

i iions, fo
. hﬂ;h prob
u]ves. .. . , ) . ..
: This man, at this time, is creating a'wonde_rful sensation amongst his tribe,
W are daily and nightly gathered in gaping an.d listless crowds arcund
-mn‘i"whilst he is descanting upon what he has seen m.the fashionab]c?, world ;
R4 which to them is unintelligible and beyond their comprehension ; for
B =ich 1 find they are already setting him down a3 a liar and impostor.
i7What may be the final results of his travels and initiation into the fashion-
e world, and to what disasters Diis incredible narrations may vet subject
poor fellow in this strange land, time only will develope.
"He is now in disgrace, and spurned by the leading men of the tribe, and
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Junsjon) meet hig tripe. pi. o
- 2 Year of more, on hil:'e_'fotl:n wife and his litg children ; after - ,
again (in company with B ey of 6000 mileg to Washin AN absenceg 1 2 itied 1) ied. for the advantas hich irht 1
4or Sanford, the [ d gton City, ang p38 g rather to be pitied than envied, for the advantages whic one might have
ndian agent) ; whera he Ji -m‘pposed would have Hown from his fashionable tour. More of this curtous
ascurrence and of this extraordinary man, I will surely give in some future

bis own :
people, i . .,
1o Ordinary !;Céun the dresy and with the ajrg of & eivils ﬁ:plstles. _
rea'.“-sage d Ace frence ; and produced np ¢q civilized beay " The women of this tribe are often camely, and sometimes pretty; in
sstnneboing, or ip the minds of ﬂl::)mon ;ensation
5€ who were tp

but spect b
ato . . .
'S to the scene, 3 ﬁchildren, which are usually made of the skins of the mountain-goat, and

“ornamented with porcupine’s quills and rows of elk’s teeth.
The Knisteneaux (or Crees, as they are more familiarly called in this

n hjis way ho
me from § .
I travelled ™ St. Louis to i 1A
. with thjg 18 place, a dis; ) .

bim tep ashore (on gentleman, op the'steame; Yeli ance of 2000 m;l . - : : .
People were o o a beautify} prairie, wher clow-Stone; ang s : uniry) area very numerous tribe, extending from this place as high north as
ncamped), with 4 c°mplete, it e sevte.ral thousands of LM :the shores of Lake Winnepeg; and even much further in a north-westerly

i € militaire, a coloner's ¢ Rdicection, towards, and even through, a great part of the Rocky Mountains.
I have before said of these, that they were about 3000 in numbers—by

7. that, | meant but a small part of this extensive tribe, who are in the habit of
of. gisiting the American Fur Comipany’s Establishment, at this place, to do
relations; not 4 - 5, their trading; and who themselves, scarcely know anything of the great
ne of whom exhibited, for 5 h *» extent of country over which this numerous and scattered family range.

ed, o half-hoyr of more, the legst " Their customs may properly be said to be primitive, as no ioroads of civilized

habits have been as yet successfully made amongst them. Like the other

tribes in these regions, they dress in skins, and gain their food, and conduct
«; their wars in a very similar manner. They are 2 very daring and most
adventurous tribe; roaming vast distances over the prairies and carrying

war into their enemy’s country.  With the numerous tribe of Biackfeet, they
are ulways waging an uncompromising warfare ; and though fewer in numbers

OUr; when a gradyg
1,
and less in stature, they have shewn themseives equd in sicew, and not
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less successful in mortal combats.
Amongst the foremost and most renowned of their warriors, is Bro-cas-sie,

‘lT-ue broken arm (PLaTe 30), in a handsome dress; and by the side of
him (prLacr 31), his wife, a simple and comely looking woman, In rLaTe
3, will be seen the full length portrait of a young woman with a child on

3
er back, shewing fairly the fashion of cutting and ornamenting the dresses
t .

VoL, 1.




i8 seen Tepresented by his side,

I have myey, 10 see of thege People yet, ang much consequently to py,
80 for the pregen; I cloge my book, '
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thased about, on horseback and on foot, where pen, ink, and paper never
ﬁ:dught of going ; and of course the most that I saw and have learned, and - -«
Tould tell to the world, is yet to -be written. It is not probable, however,
that 1 shall again date a letter at this place, as I commence, in a few days,
_n;j voyage down the river in a canoe; but yet I may give you many a retro-
pective glance at this fairy land and its amusements.

¥ A traveller on his tour through such a country as this, has no time to write,
-,' and scarcely time enough to moralize. It is as much as he can well do to
Rt Jook out for his scalp,” and “ for something to eat.” Impressions, how-
ever, of the most vivid kind, are rapidly and indelibly made by the fleeting
incidents of savage life;.and for the mind that can ruminate upon them
' irith pleasure, there are abundant materials clinging to it for its endless
f entertainment in driving the quill when he gets back. The mind susceptible
g of such impressions catches volumes of incidents which are easy to write—
B.it is but to unfold a web which the fascinations of this shorn country and its
f-allurements have spun over the soul—it is but to paint the splendid pano-
“rama of a world entirely different from anything seen or painted before; with
" its thousands of miles, and tens of thousands of grassy hills and dales,
p whete nought but silence reigns, and where the soul of a contemplative
f‘mouid is seemingly lifled up to its Creator. What man in the world, I
=would ask, ever ascended to the pinnacle of one of Missouri’s green-car-
‘peted bluffs, a thousand miles severed from his own familiar land, and
-giddily guzed over the interminable and boundless ocean of grass-covered
r‘hi]ls and valleys which lie beneath him, where the gloom of silence is com-
. Plte—whiere not even the voice of the sparrow or cricket is heard—without
“feeling a sweet melanclioly come over him, which seemed to drown his sense
of everything beneath ind on a level with him ?

Bt is but 10 paint a vast country of green fields, where the men are all red
‘-‘-—Where meat is the staff of life—where no laws, but these of kunour, are
l:,;known—-where the oak and the pine give way to the cotton-wood and peccan
r--—where the buffalocs range, the elk, mountain-sheep, and the fleet-hounding

-~
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antelope —where the magpie and chattering parraquettes supply the plm 3
the red-breast and the blue-bird—where wolves are white and bears gy
—vwhere pheasants are hens of the prairie, and frogs have horna ! T
the rivers are yellow, aad white men are turned savages in looks. Thrg M
the whole of this strange land the dogs are all wolves—women all sa
men all lovds. The sun and rats alone {of all the list of old acquamtanu
could be recognised in this country of strange metamorphose. The for 23
shed everywhere his familiar rays ; and Monsr. Ratapon was hailed aghy
old acqraintance, which it gave me pleasure to meet; though he had gro §
a little nsore savage in his look. : R
In traversing the immense regions of the classic West, the mind ,Qi
philanthropist is filled to the brim with feelings of admiration; but {8
reach this country, one is obliged to descend from the light and glowg
civilized atmosphere, through the different grades of civilization, whmh }
gradually sink to the most deplomble condition along the extreme fmntse 3
thence through the mest pitiable misery and wretchedness of savage degra ‘
dation ; where the genius of natural liberty and independence have bee i
hlasted and destroyed by the contaminating vices and dissipations mtroduced
by the immoral part of civifized society. Through this dark and-sunkenfl
vale of wretchedness one hurries, as through a pestﬂence, until he graduall
rises again into the proud and chivalrous pale of savage society, in iR}
state of original nature, beyond the reach of civilized contamination; hereyl
he finds much to fix his enthusiasm vpon, and much to admire. Evenlgs
here, the predominant passions of the savage breast, of ferocity and cruelty,\S
are ofien found 3 yet restrained, and frequemly subdued, by the noblest trai
of honour and magnanimity,~—a race of men whe live acd enjoy life and ity
luxuries, and practice its virtues, very far beyond the usual estimation of
the world, who are apt to Judwe the savage and his virtues from the poor,
degraded, .and humbled specimens which alotie can be seen along oUTAN
from.ers. From the first settlements of our Atlantic coast to the present 2
day, the bane of this blasting frontier has regularly crowded upon them G
from the northern to the southern extremities of onr country; and, like theyl
fire in a prairie, which destroys everything where it passes, it has blasted
and sunk them, and ail but their names, into oblivion, wherever it has}
travelled, It is to this tainted class alone that the epithet of * paar, naked
and drunken savage,” can be, with propriety, applied ; for all those num
rous tribes which I have visited, and are yet uncorrupted by the “vices of M
civilized acquaintance, are well clad, in many instances cleanly, and in the
full enjoyment of fife and its laxuries. 1t is for the character and preservation
of these noble fellows that T am an enthusiast ; and it is for these uncontam
nated people that I would be willing to devote the energies of my life. It
i a sad and melancholy truth to contemplate, that all the numerous tribes ¥
who inhabited our vast Atlantic States kave not * fled to the West ;" — thal 7§

they are oot to be found here~—that they have been blasted by the fire which av.."
k;,.
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N sed over them—have sunk into their grases, and everything but thei
Zames travelled into oblivion. .

The distinctive character of all these Western Indians, as well as their
#eraditions relative to their ancient locations, prove beyond a doubt, that they
: E“ihn\'e been for 2 very long time located on the soil which they now possess ;
£ %rand in most respects, distinct and unltke those nations who formerly inhabited
e Atlantic coast, and who (according to the erronecus opinion of a great
art of the world), have fled to the West.

G5 Iuis for thesz‘a inoffensive and unoﬁ'enc.lmg people, vet unv:s_lte_d b.y the vices
B of civilized society, that I would proclaim to the world, that it is time, for the
2% 1 onour of our country—for the honour of every citizen of the republic—and
e :me the sake of humarity, that our government should raise her strong arm
§0 (o save the remainder of them from the pestilence which is rapidly advancing
B5%" wpon them. We have gotten from them territory enough, and the country
= which they now inhabit is most of it too barren of timber for the use of civi-
lized man ; it affords them, however, the means and Juxuries of savage life ;
and it is to be hoped that our government will not acquiesce in the conti-
nued wilful destruction of these happy people.

My heart has sometimes almost bled with pity for them, while amongst
them, and witnessing their innocent amusements, as I have contemplated
the inevitable bane that was rapidly advancing upon them; without that
cheek from the protecting arm of government, and which alone could shield
them from destruction.

What degree of happiness these sons of Nature may attain to in the world,
in their own way; or.in what proportion they may relish the pleasures of
life, compared to the sum of happiness belonging o civilized society, has
long been a subject of much doubt, and one which I cannot undertake to
decide at this time. 1 would say thus much, however, that if the thirst for
kuowledge has entailed everlasting miseries on mankind from the beginning
of the world ; if refined and inteilectual pains increase in proportion to our

intellectual pleasures, I do not see that we gain much advantage cver them
on that scare; and judging from the full-tened enjoyment which beams from
their happy faces, I should give it as my opinion, that their lives were much
more happy than ours; that is, if the word happiness'is propecly applied to
the enjoyments of those who have not experienced the light of the Christian
religion. [ have long looked with the eye of a critic, into the jovial faces
of these sons of the forest, unfurrowed with cares—where the agonizing feel-
ing of poverty had never stamped distress upon the brow. I have watched
the bold, intrepid step~—the proud, vet dignified deportment of Nature's man,
in fearless freedom, with a soul unalioyed by mercenary lusts, too great to
yield to laws or power except from God. As these independent fellows are
all joint-tenants of the soil, they are all rich, and none of the steepings o
comparative poverty can strangle their just claims to renown,  Who (I would
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ask) can look without admiring, 1ty 5 saciety where Peace and haypys

prevail—where virtue is cherished-where rights

B{L.

nyhg
are protected, and wrofn )

are redressed —with ne laws, but the Jaws of honour, which are the suprep-

laws of their Jang. Trust the boasteq virtues of civilizeq Society for

offended Savage, than the slow ang Uncertain vengeance of the law,

If you think me enthusiast, be it g9 i for I deny it no, It has ever béé )
the predominan Passion of my soy] 1 seek Nature's wildes; haunts, 55N
give my hand to Nature's men, Legends of these, and visjts to those, fillog _

The sad tale of my native “valley,"s hag be

from the fight or « Gertrnde's” soul, my Young imaginatjop closely trace,
the savage tg pis deep retreats, and gazed upon him i, dreadfel horror, yp.

sl pity pleaded, ajg adnriration workeq a charm,

A journey of 4000 miles from (he Atlantic shore, regularly.receding from }
the centre of civilized society to the extreme wilderness of Nature's original
work, and back again, opens g bouk for many an interesting tale to pbe
sketched ; and the mind which lives, but to reljsp, the works of Nature, reaps A
than can arjse from the K

aTeward on gyeh 4 tour of a mych higher order
selfish €Xpectationg of Pecuniary emolument, No

been written angd said, there is scarcely any subject on which the knowing e
pPeople of the East, are yet less informed and instrueted thap on the charge.- :
ter and amusements of the West ; by this I meap the « Fur West ;" —_the

country whose fascinationg spread a charm oyer th

to civilized pursyips. Few people eyen know the true definition of the term

“ West;” and where is jis location '—phantom-kj

travel, and oy gpy way iy continually gilded, before U8 s We approach the

seiting sy,

West, when we arrived at Niagara Falls; and hastened back ¢, amuse their
friends with e, and scenes of the WesL. At Buffalo 4 steam-boat way -
landing with 49 passengers, and twejye days out— Where from 77 “From

the West.” |, the rich state of Ohio, hundreds we
EOing—to the West.  In the beautifu| city of Ciacj

“ Our town hgg Passed the days of its mogt rapid growth, it i 0ot far enough

en benurifu]ly sung: ag

e it flies before yg g4 we

re selling their farms and
nnati, people said to me,
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- early all
: ders, for they were n
: leased with her boar “ those stzam-
that Ifw OUI(t]h:) ?‘ \‘\)’est." I there asked,—** Whence come
E hants from
g erc
i boats

]: 'l M an
l’den Wit]l pOl 3 lonev, h]des, &C. <
v .t n lor
- .
) { .F 5 Dars Of Si] er, hlch f.hose men h
e hose O"de[ou b ¥ w ave Ilee |
y heﬂ

"l

. hat boat?
. ttine on board t
ldering and putting
purs shou

West,
ta Fee, from the . ods, stean-
Jt They come fro:,r}:'fa:team-b,oat so richly laden with dry goods,
: s th
Where goe
o3

. ?
engines, &. ?

{Er= She goes to Jefferson city.
PR

" Yofferson city 7—Where is that ?
effe

' ellow Stone ?

ar to the wes‘t that boat laden down to hef gt.mne]‘s(, It-l]lf‘}oem m Stone?,
o And where goes the West—® Then,” said 1, g :
i She goes still farther to — ! ] o8

L

2. 1 went on the Yellow §LOU‘°‘_T“.0 thousand miles on her, anFI we \t‘;'elI: :f

» . r ! invoices, bi

R v h of Yellow Stone river—at the West. \t';]:a:‘.‘el:\' And those
 the mou‘l&: ° a wholesale establishment so t‘arhtol just arrived, and are
¢ Jading, Ci;_nu_ long-haired gentlemen, w}}o ave nje\' Who are they ?

| soree It(}J]O ;d?.‘:enturT:s of their long and tedious journey.

¢ relating the

( ’h h s Jus iy \V ast.
t re some ¢ i t arn Ed fl.'oln the
ey a follr merchan J i 'l ,
illld! that keel-boal Lhat il Iﬂckinaw‘boat, and thﬂ.t ‘DI Hlld{lb ec
h 3 } Aravan

- all of which are richly laden with goods.

R - rting for the West. , . in. 1 willtr
rese, Sir, are oufs st Then,” said 1, “I'll try it again y
Going to the ' '

and see if 1 can go to the \yest. What, a Fort here mog o
; : i less, and semibarbarian- .
: i, Monsi i, Monsieur (asa daun.t ess, ribarbarian-looking,
i ]?utl"l?loni[izg{l?l;’:)rth in advance of his party on his wi
Jolly teliow,

; - o, fellow ?
‘i' me\-ﬂz’h t distance are you west of Yellow Stone here, my good fe
7 at dis

Comment ? ) .
What distance ?—(stop)—c!uel ({ls:;zzzieur-
Parddn, Monsieur, Je ne sais pas,

.. - . .
IJOI] 'l[ P de French cal » Al I p
y lonsr. I 3 eaks ﬂnd dE Americaine mals je ne parie
W [ y P y l.ea
Oﬂd E“O I g » 0
“ tllE'ﬂ, m g i W, Wlll s eak En llsh al]d 1 may § k

Americaine.” (o Monsiens
Pardén, pardén, Monsieur. sine. |
Well thei: we will both speak Americaine dat. you spesks putty con
Vati ;'ue Je suis bien content, pour for | see ¥

Americaine. : ,

What may I call your name
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Battiste, Monsieur -

What Indians are those 5o splendidly dressed, and with sycly fine ho
encamped on the plain yonder 7 ) =

Iis sont Corbeaux.

Crows, hia ?

Yes, sare, Monsieur,

We are then in the Crow country ?

Non, Monsieur, 0ot putty éxact ;

i we are in de copntrae of de dam Pugy N
noirs, . ;"i:! )
- Blackfeet, ha ?
Oui,

=4

Du Rochers, 1 suppose ?

Oui, Monsieur, de Rock Montaigne,
You live here, | suppose ?
Non, Monsieur, [ comeg fair from de Wegt,
What, from the West ! Where under
Wat, diable de West? wel] you shall see, Monsieur, he i
slippose, Monsieur Pierre Chouteau can give you de histoire
il bien sajt que je prends les Castors,
ou carry goods, [ Suppose, to tra
mountains, and trap beaver ajgg 7
Qui, Monsieyr,

Do you see anything of the « Flat-heads” in your country ?
Non, Monsieur, ils demeurent Very, very fair to de West,

» I'll lay Ty course back again for the Present, and at soma
deavour to go tg the « West.” But ¥OU say you trade }

and trap beavers ; you are i the emplovment of the Ame-
oy, I Suppose ?

T, mot quite éxact;

the heavens is (hat 7 .
putty fair off; }i bl

very fair in de West, 3
de with the Snake Indiang beyond lhq

with the Indians
rican Fur Compa

Non, Monsiey
free, Monsgr, frea

Free trapper, what's thag ?
Well, Monsr,

mais, sippose, [.am « Sree trappare,” 3
I don’t understang you, Ba

‘tiste,
easy pour understand——you shall know g1,

Missouri UPs et I am trap castars putty much |
w learn very myeh

+ and den You see, Monsr.
M*Kenzie is give me tree horse—one pour ride, et twq pour pack (mais he . 333
i not buy, him not give, he js lend), and he js lend twelve trap; and I aye
wake start into de Rock all dlone on de Jeet rivares
Pour prendre les casters —sometire five month, and
enzie is give me coot, [Frice

¥ Montaigne, et [ am live
- Sometime giy months

E

i i " iy
de ma vie— % 7:

| t a certain
{enzi ; d takes your beaver of you a
: Ir. M*Eenzie fits you our, an ¥
. o Mr. !
4
prive ! .
£y Qui, Monsr. ow,

-Ba‘tiste £
‘hat price does he pay you for your beaver,-Ba‘tiste
1\.: ras.ﬁppose one dollare pour one Leavare,

al :
l A dollar per skin, ah ?
Qui.

i ,can you
: ou must live a lonesome and hazardous sort of life ¥y
_';l‘t We]l, ]" 5. )
‘:'mal-e anything by it ?

SR scalité
Oh! oui, Monsr. putty coot, mais if it is not pour for de dam ra
¢ ouy, :

"1 HICC“ am make er?
M, ee et de dam P:eds noirs, de Blackfoot [nglﬂ, I ¥

d ] B ;
R - | Sacre) I am lob""lob‘—-‘rob too ml.l(:]l.

mu h mOonnaIr, mais I

b you of your furs?
Wha;\,ldo thitﬁ)las?;:f::oﬁvi time !Y I am been free trappare seven year,
Qui, Monsr. rob, A

= — i H h 1 ake
. Ob ﬁ‘l'e lime I am Some[lﬂg Ie& not at all llE 13 take ﬂ" elst
et l amr

i] (li! ]l(lISe—he 1 y gun— —h 15t k L] d
ai i 4 take a“ my ¢ thES 3
I take m 1t lle 15 hi ]fl 8 aKe e
castors~—et ’I am come bﬂCI\ “lth foot. SD n de FOIt, some ClothS 15 cost
y ,' i 3 ‘.- u [LEY
t Uch monllai[, et some “'h[sl\e 15 gl\e sixteen do are P g
Pu'. m “ - QuUr T l .

4 1
#0 you see I am owe de Fur Comp 600 doltare, by Gar!

i rapper is it ?
Well, Ba‘tiste, this then is what you call being a free trapp _
! " r
i, M ‘free trappare,” free! ol
You Monsréo {)l: goinpwp do:vn towards the Yellow Stone, and probu .
You seem g :
have been out on a trapping excursion.
Oui, Monsr. c'est vrai. o L ‘
Hav,e you been robbed this tune,_Ba‘tlste. s T am loose all_
Oui, Monsr. by de dam  Pieds noirs—1 am loose i r, 1 am loose ail—
ml,l .eh bien—pour le dernier—c'est le dernier SUlb,Ii "
‘e 1 . Louis.
o aY | Stone—I am go le Missouri down., [ am g{"o ;.o wtor]d S veeks
5 el i to figure about in this part of the "
o thae | it 4 ¢ the Missoun from the mouth of Yellow
- iy | '
e one ﬂ‘:“ l Sha“ddlemsilelou!f.l like exceedingly to emplogjust sm_hz
t. Louis; an edingly t Juss vt
e osu are as ;1 voyageur with me—1 will give you goo ges,
man as y g "
pay all your expenses ; what say you ! eic
Avec tout mon cour, Monsr. remf:lrlcm, remu o l.he wouth of Yellow Stone.
i iste e yo
I's a bargain then, Ba‘tiste; 1wi se {) 2 the mout
" Oui Monsr. in de Yel Stone, bon soir, bon soir, oo ped sonder
But‘stop Bartiste, you told me those were Crows
H]
Oui, Monsieur, oui, des Co.rbfaaux. ,
And I suppose you are their interpreter ?
Non, Monsieur. )
But you speak the Crow language ? |
is, Monsieur. ‘ < vieit. and vou ean
‘a’uellsl’ then, turn about; [ am going to pay them a visit, v
tender me a service.—Bien, Monsieur, alions. ]
Yoy, 1.

e e
e




For

LETTER—No. 10,

MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSQURL,

Soow after the writing of my last Letter, which was dated al

passion-—to admiration—disgust; to fear and astonishment,

67.

: isting of three tin cups, a coffee-pot—one plate—a {frying-pan—and .a
. (-7 18
i ketle i the
'—'%n'rl;;e:s fitted out and embarked, we swept o‘ﬂ' at a mplvd ilat(}:] uzdell;s e
A { the savages, and the cheers of our friends, who lined the ban i
) ,l_wuts guﬂlly Iostasight of them, and turned our eyes.towards St. Lo_uns,
& o irawas 2000 miles below us, with nought intervening, save the wide-
'thp ild tegions, inhabited by the roaming savage, '
read and wild regions, ted b ‘ ot selone handily encarms.
he end of our first day™s journey, we fuunid cw selves handily P
- ':Lh several thousand Assinnebeins, who had pitched their tents upon
r,' :z:nk of the river, and received us with every mark of esteem and
1
Heodship- i i i-jun-j irean’s ege
. Ta the midst of this group, was my {riend Wi-jun j?nléglf:pf]e ;ace;-?'
ﬁl‘;nd), still lecturing on the manners and customs o p

t the Motl-th I < inuing to relate without any appearance of exhaustion, the marvelions
T

of Yellow Stone, I embarked on the river for this place, where T landedBg

safely ; and have resided for a couple of weeks, a guest in this almost sub

terraneous city—-the strangest place in the world ; where one sees in th

most rapid succession, scenes which force him to mirth—to pity and com

But befor,

};cenes which he had witnessed amongst the white people, on his tour to

Washington City. . .
-‘wMan; were the gazers who seemed to be the whole time Cro“dd;llfg around
b is reci i i i dered his appear-
:*-Thim, to hear hiz recitals ; and the plight '“fthh he wasin ren o PP :

- His beautiful military dress, of which 1 hefore spoke,

nce quite ridiculous.

' . i ol metamorphosed, that his appearance
Proceed to reveal them, I must give you a brief sketch of my voyage dowajhl B ad been so shockingly tattered and P '

the river from the Mouth of the Yellow Stone viver to this place
of 200 miles; and which my little note-book siys, was performed somewhat 5

in the following manner :

When I had completed my rambles and my sketches in those regiom’,
and Bao'tiste and Bogard had taken their last spree, and fought theijr loat)
battles, and forgasten them in the fngl and affectionate embrace and farewell ¥
(all of which are habitual with these game-fellows, when settling up theirg
long-standing accounts with their fellow-trappers of the mountain s
and after Mr. M‘Kenzie had procured for me a snug little craft, that was 12
wait us down the mighty torrent ; we launched off one fine morning,
our leave of the Fort, and the friends within it: and also, for ever,
beautiful green fields, and hills, and dales, and prairie bluffs, that encom

the ecchanting shores of the Yellow Stone.

Our canoe, which was made of green timber, was heavy and awkward
but our course beiﬁg with the current, promised us a fair and successful
yoyage. Ammunition was laid in in abundance—a goed stock of dried o
-buffalo tongues—a dozen or two of beavers' tails—and a good supply of A
pemican.  Bogard and Ba‘tiste occupied the middle and bow, with their §
paddies in their hands ; and I ook My seat in the stern of the boat, aythe®
steering oar.  OQur larder was as [ have said ; and added to that, some few

pounds of fresh buffaig meat.

Besides which, and ourselves, our little craft carried several packs of Indian
dresses and other articles, which I had Purchased of the Indians; and alsd
my canvass and easel, and our culinary articles, which were few and simple

, a distance ‘1?

treams) /X0

taking]
of the
passd

: ughable. .
Fa:-l::ug:;ﬂo? whiskey had dealt out to his friends all its ‘ch;:nl'ns'—-!lm:
- frock-coat, which his wife had thought was of no earthly.ua:I elow lt-";
waist, had been cut off at that place, and tf!e n-ether half ? ltbsrlgp'lf::j
"her with a beautiful pair of legzings; and his siiver-laced at- anbvnl‘:

" been converted into a splendid pair of garters for the same. His l:]m :el ;11

2 the poor fellow still affectionately held on te, and kept sprea La[L ha
s » times.  As [ before said, his theme seemed to be exhaustless, and e,
' in the estimation of his tribe, to be an umexampled liar. _ )

Of the village of Assinneboins we took leave on the following morl?lflg;
and rapidly made our way down the river. The‘rate of Fhe cfurrf:nt e‘l::
four or five miles per hour, through one continued series of picturese :
grass-covered bluffs and knolls, which everywhere lLiad the nppear(;mce 0
an old and highly-cultivated country, with houses and fences remow:je .b l

There is, much of the way, on one side.or the t?ther, a bolf:l an ]a; ‘m.l:l
precipice of three or four hundred f‘eeL in elevation, presenm.ns n?e [ mi;.,-
exceedingly rough and picturesque ior.m‘, to the shor? of the river .fs op ka
down from the summit level of the prairies above, “;'“d] sweep off from t-:e

ik ipice, almost level, 1o an unknown distance. .

y FL 31‘:]1;‘1;“:;8[’ :uf;rged antl wild fronts of ‘these cliffs, whosg sides f:rﬁ
generally formed of hard clay, that the m'ountmn-sheep‘ Jdwell, auf z;:'e 0 ct:
discovered in great numbers. Their habits are much llke_ thoselt: the g(]):;c]:
and in every respect they are like that aﬂll'l?ﬂ.l, except in Lhe: arns, W e
fesemble those of the ram ; sometimes making two entire circles in their

Lyl K

i

[z
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L p irle
] CAutIy.

“ed untl = ", en enc P di
SIX tn e' a0 ] trave

ble{tdth. e ] “01]1 ﬁ"e to l Illa'htl ] w[ e encam e(l ol a ll l l ]lttle ¥ r

3 t morning caoked
. bluffs ; and the nex
ries of grass-covered . : ; when we
Fat the base ofa fie ate it ind rowed on until late in the aft?l‘tf}llﬁon .st curious -
= - kfast an ' luffs, forming one of the mo
your breas ase of some huge clay bluffs, ! itself into
Precipice, always keeping b} R, stopped atntt.?ce Ecenes imaginable. At this spot tc:“.a nt‘;f; ;TE:::: ilt and on
i j d roma f a beautiful lake; and in ? -
i rance somewhat o 2 dreds and thousands of white
iy he appedr bars, floated and stoed, hundre
- t its sand-bars,
and abou

" animals skipping along the sides of the
equi-distant between, the to

in the most extraordinary
actually, to the sides of ¢} 3 icans. : was placid
follow them. iwal;ls aﬂi Ezﬁtczcene in front of our encampmi"tlat ;hl’(;' i]:sl.a:ﬁnost eEdless
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In the marning, and before sunrise, as usual, Bogard (who was a Yankee,
Kida wide-awake-fellow,” just rt_atiring from a_ten years' siege of hunting
_ ﬁ;d trapping in .the Rocky Mountaing,) t_hn'lst his head out from under the
WS e, rubbing his eves open, m.ld exclaiming as he grasped for hix gnn,
Y By darn, look at old Cale! will you!"™ Ba'tiste, who was more fond of
. hﬁ dreams, snored away, muttering something that I could not understand,
M <hen Bogard seized him with a grip, that instantly shook off his iren slum-
P Ters. [ rose at the same time, and all eyes were turned at once upon
W Caled (as the grizzly bear is familiarly called by the trappers in the Rocky
i Mountains—or more often *“ Cale," for brevity's sake), who was sitting up
2 the dignity and fury of her sex, within a few rods, and gazing upon us,
rith her two little cubs at her side ! here was a « fix,” and a subject for the
painter ; but 1 had no time to sketch it—I turned my eyes to the cance
pe'which had been fastened at the shore a few paces from us; and saw that
Wi everything had been pawed out of it, and all eatables Lad been without
géeremony devoured. DMy packages of dresses and Indian curiosities had
Lbeen drawn out upon the bank, and deliberately opened and inspected.
_“.‘:Every thing had been scraped and puwed out, to the bottom of the boat;
“and even the rawhide thong, with which it was tied to a stake, had been
.,;. chewed, and no doubt swallowed, as there was no trace of it remaining.
F- Nor was this peep into the seerets of our luggage enough for her insatiable
uriosity—we saw by the prints of her huge paws, that were left iu the
ground, that she had been perambulating our humble mattresses, smelling
v at our toes and our noses, without choosing to molest us; verifying a trite
saying of the country, “ That man lying down is medicine to the grizzly
bear;” though it is a well-known fact, that man and beast, upon their feet,
‘are sure to be attacked whe® they cross the path of this grizzly and grin
‘5[1 monster, which is the terror of all this country: often growing to the
¢~ enormous size of eight hundred or one thousand pounds.
E Well—whilst we sat n the dilemma which I lave just described, each
one was hastily preparing his weapons for defence, when I proposed the
mode of attack ; by which means I was in hopes to destroy her—capture her
young ones, and bring her skin home as a trophy. My plans, however,
entirely failed, though we were well armed ; for Bogard and Ba‘tiste both
-‘remonstrated with a vehemence that was irresistible ; saying that the standing
‘rule in the mountains was * never to fight Caleb, except in self-defence.”
1 was almost induced, however, to attack her alone, with my rifle in hand, and
a pair of heavy pistols; with a tomahawk and scalping-knife in my belt;
when Ba‘tiste suddenly thrust his arm over my shoulder and pointing in
another direction, exclaimed in an emphatic tone, ¢ Veila! voila un corps
de reserve—Monsr. Cataline—voila sa mari ! allons—allons ! déscendons la
tivitre, toute de suite! toute de suite! Monsr.” to which Bogard added,
“ these darned animala are tvo much for us, and we had better be off;” at
which my courage cooled, and we packed up and re-embarked as fast as
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i last shrub {shepperdia), which may be said to Le the most beantifil
ment that decks out the wild prairies, forms a striking contrast to the
of the foliage, from the blue appearance of its leaves, by which it can.
,ainguis:hed for miles in distance. The fruit which it produces in such
dible profusion, hanging in clusters to every limb and to every twig, is
~ut the size of ordinary currants, and not unlike them in colour and even
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possible; riving ene ‘
o in thy gurreit ;acllh;::;]ebof them the contents- of our nfles ag we d'-*.
10 the spot wherg e rought Lh_e she-monster, iq alj her rage Tifty
resolve. » % 1w moments before, had Passed our mista;f,'
During the . u
miting thne b ::j':; Iosf;] ;.hls day: we passed on rapidly, gazing upon
and ragged cliffs, to the I;:a:c‘:;::]f};n?m continuaily changing, from t;x;dhi,d,
;:ﬁl;it:)hthe W;Ide expapded meadows, 5;:}:3 ntl:f:i?i,:f the Prairie bluffy ;_ﬁ . favour; being exceedingly acid, and almost unpalatable, until they are
The s(l;f;il:a::of W'Id_ﬂowers, g Waving grasy e}'lﬂm P ten by the fn:osL of autumn, when they are sweetened, and their flavour
sation was aboyt ;?ZI;T 0;' onchantment the whole way ; our chief ko "gh":mus; h}‘:f'lﬂgr 'to lzlhe t::lhte, ‘““C; :::.ew(i:: procter of grapes, and [ o
of which my copn ¥ bears and hair's-breadip escapes; of co s ¥ riiclined to think, would produce exce eq e
One—cookeg Panions had volumes jy store.—Q pb i of the histor; 3}y . iisThe shrub which }Jears ther.n res?mhIEa some varieties of the thorn, though
demolishod | lladnd eaten about five jp the aﬂernoout reﬂkf'fist was A _(.,', I have sai‘d) dlﬂ'ers:, entirely in the colour of its leaves. It genera]!y
which brow ha; er was fuckily replenished by the unn i at ‘?’hlch time g giows to the hEIght: of six or seven feet,‘and. oflen to ten or twelve ; .and in
from the bg ) down ﬂ_~ﬁne antelope, as it innerrmg nfle ?f Bo ;F fgroves or hedges, in s‘ome_places, for miles in extent. A\ h|lf: gathering the
but thrs beain of the river, We landed our boat :‘Cgmly g.azmg at u, S ,."“it! and con-templatmg it as capable of producing good wine, las!.ced my
head of ap Iﬂi; ng wood for our fire, we shoved oﬁ" a:d took in our priig; men this question, ‘* Suppose wF thr?e_had _as-cended the river to this pj:nnt
drift wood w;: and, that Was covered with immens; 5001 ran upon the4e n the spring of the year, and in a tmbered butom Ifad _pitched our little
from » c[éan ere l'nore easily kindied g huge fire and ;It”ant:t.e, ‘?f. raft ang '. ncampment ; and one of you two had been a boat-builder, and tl}e other a
answer admimﬁ‘:e ed log, astride of which we COmfor‘: g]lll' delicious me ooper—the one 1o have got out your staves and constructed t.h? wine casks,
meal was gnis] dY the tflouble Purpose of chairs ang ably sat, making nd the other to have built a mackinaw-boat, eapable of carrying ﬁt:ty ora
on our e .]e] » We plied the paddies, ang procesded a table, ' After our§ ' hundred casks ; and. I had been a good hunter, capable of' supplving Lh_e
shote, in the d;rfa\"mg 01’1r fire burniug‘ and dragging several miles furthes) lIilt]e encampment with meat; and we ?.llould have started off about this
robes for our sjy ,bm a wx!d a.nd unknown spot; and Z“‘?“rl‘-‘anoe upon the ;4 time, to float down the current, stopping our boat' wherever we saw the
the side of mbers, w.hlch It is not generaily ;on id ently spreading o - finest groves of the buffalo bush, collecting the berries and expressing the
¢ our fires, which might lead a war. sidered prudent to do by’ juice, and potting it into our casks for fermentation while on the water for
¢ Party upon us, whq often are + two thousand miles ; how many bushels of these berries could you two
% gather in a day, provided I watched the boat and cooked your meals? and

bow many barrels of good wine.do you think we could offer for sale in St.

te admire th . A .
e endless varnety of wild flowery, .t gy i \ - Louis when we should arrive there 7"
' Sting: their sweetness o . This idea startled my two men exceedingly, and Ba‘tiste gabbled so fast
- in French, that I could not transiate; and I am almest willing to believe,

lhe deﬂ rt al
e I and the abundaﬂce 7] de 1ICloys Tujtsg that were bO us,
» f l ] f i
) a ut

g g g g » h 1
3 Wa“delln thlou h the ]i] h Tass, t e w ld Sun"ﬂowels and Volup

lost the company of Bogard and Bartiste; or that I should #rave been under
2mongst these, 1 the necessity of submitting to one of the unpleasant alternatl}res which are
i > 0 Sweeten the atmosphere and aqq d often regulated by the majority, in this strange and singular wilderness.

a charm to the effect, 2y I at length, however, got thetr opinions on the subject; when they mutually

: SRl 41, agreed that they could gather thirty bushels of this fruit per day; and I

gave it then, and I offer it now, as my own also, that their estimate was not
out of the way, and judged so from the experiments which we made in the
following manner :—We several times took a large mackinaw blanket which
I'had in the canoe, and spreading it on the ground under the bushes, where
they were the most abundantly loaded with fruit; and by striking the stalk
of the tree with a elub, we received the whole contents of its branches in an
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frequently woylq Produce us, from one blow
this fruit; when the boughs relieved of theip burden
their native position.

Of this beautifu] native, which | think would fo

lected on our way down the river,
On the morning of the next day, and not long aft

taken our breakfast, and while our cange was swiftly gliding along under the
shore of g beautiful Prairie, I saw in the 87235, on the bank ahove me, w'ix
I supposed to pe the back of a fine elk, busy at his grazing. [ Jet gy craft
float silently by for a little distance, whep | cemmunicated the intelligends
0 my men, and elily ran in, to the shore, I pricked the priming of my fired
Yock, and taking a builet op two in my mouth, stepped ashore, and trailimy
my rifle in my hand, went back under the bank, carefully crawling up in
little Tavine, quite sure of My game ; when, to My utter surprise an violenp
aarm, T found the elk to be o mo

his breakfust 1 and a litle beyond hi
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ily imagine (hat I vanished with g1
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nstruing the expression of my face3
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revengeful Ricearees, which we hag been told was op the river, in search of
the Mandaps, From ang after this exciting OCcurrence, the-entries iy my,
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of Nature that were about ys, "Spent the remainder of the day in painting
8 view of thig Brand scene ; for which Purpose Ba‘tiste angd Bogard carried
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-

T
- medad vy e e il

s

deemed critical and dangerous Y%

Srhi a4

W
e

-l.l
l ) [ 5
| w i 3‘ h l
y i TE 39), hl]st the amuses
i d m plCturC (PLA T (l themselves
pamte

: ' i killed several,
ri" ul'ld‘[ . a fAlock Of_antelopes, o‘f which thﬂy
b their rifles, decoying f our provisions.
their T dy added to the stock of our p

n

b

~ 11d n be found I an ur mor ‘- dinﬂly
m sure are excee =
S:nl'cel)’ ilﬂythin:‘ i.n. nature ca ] i i i + ‘
" e \-. W 1 i place; exll b t "g llle Wondelful manner
1 Fle from tiis
[ I’.han th

mnw h these
i eep channel lhroug
crresd’ rrez of the river have cut f_)ut its d rez el Lhroigh the
sEnioh the gorg S ide, of two or three hund levation perd_
'-"ll o o g h’ high table-lands in distance, stan mg
: features of the nigh

T h
. - disputable, thoug
“imposing . 1 producing the in ’ .
the imp n:t'al}' in the country, and P has been at some ancient period,
ual ano idence of the fact, that there
b e evide
”wundmn

. . e elevation of these
to this country, COfTesPondmg vith nﬂ:heir tops, is perfectly
a super s.urfaciose surface, for half a mile or more, cI)mndl‘Ed and Bty or two
tabular h.‘lls, w vered with a green turf, and yet one erly termed. the summit
5vel ; being colevated above what may now be prop ss:-etchi"“ off at their
hundred reEtl o section of country ; as will bedSE‘:;: of milesa of anything
e n . - H § +
level of cll + Turnishing other instances in hun litas roup which is shewn
base, without ul].; veits surfuce, excepting the solitary g
h foot abov .
nising One . . 1 5 a
S . Teat valley,
' in the P-.untl?}?qt there was once the summit level Oii::l?tgwilh reasonable
" The fact, thr ifficult it may be to recon hzed
v rever difficult i ce almest paraly
sstubborn zne, 1112‘_8 and the mind of feeble man t;_a;'i?le adjacent country,
% tauses and results ; hend the process by whic i irections
4 : mprehen . other direc N
2 in endeavouring tt)o ZOOfPthe Rocky Mountains, as well as i:dcre o the place
: : s
% from this to th_e il sept away and equally s0, for know o
W eould have been sy P b been carried. . f six or
i its mighty deposits have iver, at the distance of si:
=* where lts” tnto have seen on my way up the nvS s are Hills.” and another
ec o u ] .
i IIl:e}::t?ndred miles below, a le‘f cal.]e: ::hfhe gnly features on the river,
elg inated * the Bijou Hills;” which ar in, and shich, on my way
4 denopnmdt correspond with this strange remain,
" seeming to s

. st 6 1

1 i heir testimonies (1

ine; and not fail to add 1 on .

3 TR, ions on this intere:

o | s'huu-Cm.e'nut.l;eir character) to further specula{liciassouri Wi
L et e logy of the great valley of the 1 .

3 ing feature of the geology

. . : left my easél an
i H excursions, [
. 1 in their sporting ills; which, to my great
o }Fit ?’izg:;d summit of these tabular h:lls,d\::;}:m jouzney o
travefled to the ba iles from the river, an -
ise, I found to be several miles ightfall. 1 found by theie
surprise, I found ampment at nightfa at
X ing back to our encamp ¢ > osed of a gre
accomph:hhgeumei evidently of an alluvial destn.e, cm?[:rranitie cand and
sides that they w f different colours—of g .
: i layers of clays o X . f agate, jasper
variety of honzor{l‘t?lhi::);] furnished me beautiful specm;ensmczce ;nd ,cinders,
i ) )
,pcﬁbles (rr]l'anz)o and here and there large frdg'(;nents c;r folcanic remains.
and carnelians), ioned, evidences .
. -mentione - timid
which gave, as msmn}fel; atm"c'lezmd Ba‘tis;e had been entraPplngrl:}; prac-
hich Bogar : and successfu
the moc}e o :t:l(;pes \:as one which is frequen]tl)lr 'mdﬁne rort
H ous a . them :
.- :i:(eldsia:g:l::ils country ; andon thisday had affordec 7
" i ¥

= 5 ’
S i L ot
X 4 AN Y
AN Pt LT
v AR i

i‘:: e i) 2

A

i

i Lk




et

o

-

‘ocation is umformly on 2 level and desolate prairie, without timber, there i

The antelope of this country, T believe to be different from ali othe
known varieties, and forms one of the most pleasing, living ornamentsm ’
this western world. They are seen in seme places in great numbers spon { iy
and playing about the hills and dales; and often, in flocks of ﬁﬁ-}'ior o ; -
hundred, will follow the boat of the descending vayageur, or the travellig:
caravan, for hours tagether; keeping off at a safe distance, on the right’s
left, galloping up and down the hills, snuffing their noses and stamping
feet; as if they were endeavouring to remind the traveller of the wic
trespass he was making on their own hallowed ground. B

This little animal seems to be endowed, like many other genile and sweetti
breathing creatores, with an undue share of curiosity, which often lead) -
them to destrucuon and the hunter who wishes to entrap them, saves Iu :
self the trouble of travelling after them, When he has heen dlscmered hetl
has only to elevate above the tops of the grass, his red or yellow handker.
chief ou the end of his gun-rod (prate 40), which he sticks in the ground
and to which they are sure to advance, though with great coyness an )
caution ; whilst he lies close, at a liule distance, with his rifle in hand
when it is quite an easy matter to make sure of two or three at a shot, Wh'lch
he gets in range of his eye, to be pierced with one bullet. :

On Sunday, departed from our encampment in the Grand Détour; andg
having passed for maay miles, throngh a series of winding and ever-varymu-
bluffs and fancied ruins, ltke such as have'already beeq described, our at3ig
tention was more than usually excited by the stupendous scene (PLaTE 41)%
called by the voyageurs **the Grand Dome,” which was lying in full vie >

" before us,

these elay built ruins.
We clambered to their summits and enjoyed the distant view of

of clay and grass-covered hills ; and we wandered back on the plains, ina
toilsorne and unsuccessful pursuit of a herd of buffaloes, which we d:scovered
at some dxstance. Though we were dlsappomted in the results of the chase, -\-

SOME ACTOUNL

1 have subjoined a sketel (praTe 42) of one of these sub-terra commus
nities ; though it was taken in a former excursion, when my party was on¥
horseback, and near the mouth of the Yellow Stone River; yet it a.nswei‘_{
for this place as well as any other, for their babits are ane and the same

wherever they are found ; their honses or burrows are all alike, and as their}

lictls room for variety or dissimilarity.

The prairie dog of the American Prairies is undoubtedly a variety o['the
marmot; and peobably not unlike those which inhabit the vast Steppes q!'
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-t bears no Tesemblance to any variety of dogs, except in the sound
iu,;(vmce when excited by the ameach of. danger, which is something
{2y d:al of a very small dog, and still much more resembling the barking
Py ey § squirrel- ’
The size of these curious little animals is not'far from that of a very large
and they are not unlike in their appesrance. As I have said, their
noWl. are uniformly built in a lonely desert; and away, both from the
Timity of timber and water. Each individual, or each family, dig their
: Meﬂin' the prairie to the depth of eight or ten feet, throwing up the dirt
m.ﬁ' each excavation, in a litt'e pile,. in the form of a cone, which forms the
qnly ~elevation for them to ascend ; where they sit, to bark and chatter when
avenemy is approachmﬂ' their village. These villages are sometimes of
eral miles in extent; containing (l would almost say) myriads of their
exeavations and little dirt hillocks, and to the ears of their visitors, the din
of their barkings 13 too confused and too peculiar to be described.
B 1o the present instance, we made many endeavours to shoot them, but
Wiz our efforts to be entirely in"vain. As we were approaching them ata
distance, each one seemed to be perched up, on his hind feet, on his appro-
pn:ne domicil, with a significant jerk of his tail at every bark, positively dis-
' putln:r our right of approach. I made several atfempts to get near enough
' m “draw a bead upon one of then ; and just before 1 was ready to fire (and
¥ ai if they knew the utmost limits of their safety), they sprang down into theéir
BB holes, and instantly tuning their bodies, shewed their ears and the ends of
: thenr noses, as they were peeping out at me; which position they would
hold untif the shortness of the distance subjected their scalps to danger
agmn from the aim of a rifle; when they instantly dtsappeared from our
BPsight, and all was silence thereafter, about their premises, as I passed them
) over; until I had so far advanced by them; that their ears were again dis-
¢ covered, and at length themselves, at full length, perched on the tops of
their litle hillocks and threatening as before; thus gradually sinking and
- rising like a wave before and behind me, '
The holes leading down to their burrows, are four or five inches m diameter,
3 fud tun down neatly perpendicular; where they undoubtedly communicate
into something like a subterranecus city (as I have formerly learned from
* fruitless endeavours to dig them out), undermined and vaulted ; by which
R means, they can travel for a great distance under the ground, without
' danger from pursuit.
. Their food is simply the grass in the immediate vicinity of their burrows,
¢ Whic: is cut close to the ground by their flat, shovel teeth ; and, as they
sometintes live twenty miles from 2ny water, it is to be supposed that they
: Bet moisture enough from the dew on thé grass, on which they feed chiefly
at night; or that (as is generally supposed) they sink wells from their
Juder-ground habitations, by which they descend low enough to get thei
supply. In the winter, they are for se\cral months invisible ; existing, un-

.
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“.'On this day, just before night, we landed our little boat in front of the !
ﬁanda“ village ; and amongst the hundreds and thousands who flocked to® i
e ds the river to meet and to greet us, was Mr, Kipp, the agent of the

j‘ﬁ:erican Fur Company, who has charge of their Establishlflent at this p[af:e. !
,';‘ﬁe kindly ordered my canoe to be taken care of, and my t.hmgs to be f:arned

1o his quarters, which was at once done; an.d I am at this time reaping _lhe
penefits of his genuine politeness, and gathering the pleasures of his amusing
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LETTER—No. 1L

MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURI

1 sa10 that I was here in the midst of a strange people, which is litera]]
troe; and I find myself surrounded by subjects and scenes worthy the i:-em
of Irving or Cooper—of the pencils of Raphael or Hogarth; rich in jegendy®
and romaaces, which would require no aid of the imagination for a book
a pictuce. i

The Mandans (or See-pohs-kah-pu-mah-kah-kee, * people of the phey
sants,” as they call themselves), are perhaps one of the most ancient triber o}
Indians in our country. Their origin, like that of all the other tribes is Fronl
necessity, involved in mystery and obscurity, Their traditions and peculiarities)
I shall casually recite in this or future epistles; whicl when understood, 'vij]
at once, I think, denominate them a peculiar and distinct race,  They take X}
great pride in relating their traditions, with regard to their origin ;. con-
tending that they were the firsz people created on earth,  Their existence‘i
_these regions has not been from o very ancient period; and, from what H
1 could learu of their traditions, they have, at a former period, beem A
very numerous and powerful nation ; but by the continuat wars wntea a8yo
auisted between them and their neighbours, they have been reduced to theis
present numbera. . o 3

This tribe is at present located on the west bank of the Missouri, about
1800 miles above St. Louis, and 200 below the Mouth of Yellow Stoxn
river, They have two villages only, which are about two miles distant from
each other; and number in all (as neer as 1 can learn), about 2000 souls
Their present villages are beautifully-located, and judiciously also, for de-
fence against the assaults of their enemies. The site of the lower {or prin
cipal) town, iv particular (prate 45), is one of the most beautiful and
pleasing that can be seep in the world, and even more beautife] than’
imagination could ever create. * In the very midst of am extensive valley!
(embraced within a thousand graceful swells and pasapets or mounds of
interminable green, changing to blue, as they vanish in distance)is built
the city, or principal town of the Mandans. On an extensive plain (whic
is covered with a green turf, s well ns the hills and dales, as far as the eye 38
can possibly range, without tree or bush to be seen) are to be seen rising 4

from the ground, eud towards the heavens, domes—{not ** of gold,” but
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gl‘diﬁ-'a“d the Lhousam.l spears {not ¢ Spi-l’eS") and scalp-poles, &c. &¢., of
‘ ) : _ p-Ei= L subterraneous village of the hospitable and gentlemanly Mandzns.
;- HAREN 'f";ese people formerly {and within the recollection of many of their oldest
‘ 'r| '\ Jived fiiteen or twenty miles farther down the river, in ten contiguous
: . “"lfigeSi the marks or ruins of which are yet plainly to l)n_a seen. A.t that
i ) : E; g _‘-,.-‘ ::Odr it is evident, a.s-\vell frf)fn the number of lodges which their villages

. 1ed, as {rom their traditions, that theuj numbers were mtich creater

R contair
Bt at the present day. _ N _ .
“There are other, and very interesting, traditions and historical facts rela-
ive to a still prior location and condition of these people, of which 1 shall
K .P;ak more fully on a future occasioq. From' these, when they are pro-
T lﬁixlged, 1 think there may be a pretty fair deduction draw.n, that they fqrmerly
sl occupied the lower part of the Missouri, and even the Ohio and Muskingum,
#nd have gradually made their way up the Missouri to where they now are,

There are many remains on the river below this place (and, in fact, to be

XErseen nearly as low down as St. Louis), whicli shew clearly the peculiar
Y construction of Mandan lodges, and consequently carry a strong proof of
B} he above position. While descending the river, however, which I shall
: ::commcnce in a few weeks, in a canoe, this will be a subject of interest; and
1 shail give it close examination. .
" The ground on which the Mandan village is at present built, was admi-
2" rably selected for defence ; being on a bank forty or fifty feet above the
. bed of the river. The greater part of this bank is nearly perpendicular, and
" of solid .rock. The river, suddenly changing its course to a right-angle,
protects two sides of the village, which is built upon this promontory or
angle ; they have therefore but one side to protect, which is effectually
done by a strong piquet,’and a ditch inside of it, cf three or four feet in
depth. The piquet is composed of timbers of a foot or more in diameter,
and eighteen feet high, set firmly in the ground at sufficient distances from
each other to admit of puns and other missiles to be fired between them.
The ditch (unlike that of civilized modes of fortification) Is inside of the
piquet, in which their warriors screen their bodies from the view and weapons
of their enemies, whilst they are reloading and discharging their weapons
through the piquets.

The Mandans are undoubtedly secure in cheir villages, from the attacks of
any Indian natien, and have nothing to fear, except when they meet their
enemy on the prairie.  Their village has 2 most novel appearance to the eve
of a stranger; their lodges are closely grouped together, leaving but just
room enough for walking and riding between them ; and appear from witlout,
to be built entirely of dirt; but one is surprised when he enters them, to see
the neatness, comfort, and spacious dimensions of these earth-covered
dwellings. They all have a circular form, and are from forty to sixty feet
indiameter. Their foandations are prepared by digging some two feet in
the ground, and forming the floor of earth, by levelling the requisite size for

YoL. 1, M
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the lodgze. These floors or foundations are 4]
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scope and reach of human wisdom, on whic), the civilized world in thi
lightened age are more incorrectly informed, than upon that of the prye ,’
ners and customs, angd moral condition,
American Indians; and that, as I have also before remarked, chieﬂy on acc‘o“
of the difficulty of our cultivating a fair and honourable
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- Meaning of the savage, which I am.striving to set forth and correct in (g
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nor more enlirely erronegys

ik

» than the current one,

that « the Indjan is a SOur, morose, reserved and taciturn man.” I havg
heard this opinion advanced g h it; but such

certainly, is not uniformly nor generally the eqge. g
I have observed in all my travels amongst the Indian tribes, and morg
particularly amongst thege unassuming people, that they are 4 far mofe
talkative and conversational race than can easily be seen in (he civilized
world, This assertion, like many others I shal] Occasionally make, will somes
what startle the folks at the East, yet it is true, No one can look into the
wigwams of these people, or intg any little momentary group of them, without
being at once struck with the convietion that small-talk, gbs.r;ip, garrulity, and 3
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LETTER—No. 12.

MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURIL

. :,-'
. ¢ ,:"ﬁx my last, I gave some account of the village, and the customs, and
fl:mamnces. of this strange people,—and I will now proceed to give turther

gain .y ; . etails on that subject.
ol (o 252in, ang i * 1 have this morning, perched myself upon the top -of one of the earth-

Ibeneath and about me (praTE 47), with its sachems—its warriors—its dogs
B _and its horses in motion—its medicines (or mysteries) and scalp-poles
aving over my head-—its piquets—its green fields and prairies, and river in
¢y do of all wi; 2 oy full view, with the din and IJ.ustle of the thrilling pancrama 'th.at is about me.

. 'te men QRS T shall be able, I hope, to give some sketches more to the fife than I could
B have done from any effurt of recollection.

¥ 1 said that the lodges or wigwams were covered with earth —were of
';_fquy or sixty feet in diameter, and so closely grouped that there was but juat

. room enough to walk and ride between them,—that they had a door by which
to enter them, and a hole in the top for the admission of light, and for the
. smoke to escape,—that the inmates were at times grouped upon their tops

% in conversations and other amusements, &c.; and yet you know not exactly
kow they look, nor what is the precise appearance of the strange world that
is obout me. There is really a newness and rudeness in every thing that
is to be seen. There are several hundred houses or dwellings about nie, and
they are purely unique—they are all covered with dirt—the peopie are al
red, and yet distinct from all other red folks I have seen. The horses are
wild—every dog is a wolf—the whole moving mass are strangers to me:
-the living, in everything, earry an air of intractable Wildness about them,
and the dead are not buried, but dried upon scaffolds.

The groups of lodges around me present a very curious and pleasing ap-
pearance, resembling in shape (more nearly than anything else [ can com-
pare them to) so many potash-kettles inverted. On the tops of these are to

- 1€ Presumption
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ance it would be difficult to describe. Stern warriors, like statues, standing
in dignified groups, wrapped in their painted robes, with their heads decked
aud plumed with quills of the war-esgle; extending their long arms to

.crovered lodges, which I have before described, and having the whole village »

be seen groups standing and reclining, whose wild and picturesque appear-.
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the east or the west, the scenes of their battles, which they are TeCOuRta S . :

over to each other. * In another direction, the wooing lover, softening' b
héart of his fair Taih-nah-tai-a with the notes of his simple lute. .0“,'911
lodges, and beyond these, Eroups are engaged in games of the “mocciiin'_
or the “platter.” Some aré to be seen manufacturing robes and dré
and others, fatigued with amusements or oceupations, have “stretchedé
limbs 1o enjoy the luxury of sleep, whilst basking in the sun. Wity all
wild And varied medley of living beigs are mixed their dogs, which se:é-
be £o near an Indian’s heart, as almost to constitute a material link offk;
existence. . o
In the centre of the village is an open space, or public area, of 150 It
in diameter, and cireular in form, which is used for a)| public games’3n
festivals, shews and exhibitions; and also for their « annual religign
ceremonies,” which are soon to take pPlace, and of which | shall heﬁg@“
give some account, The lodges around this open space front in, with Jthej;
doors towards the centre; and in the middle of this circle stands an obj
of great religious veneration, as [ am told, on account of the importanc;a i
has ia the conduction of those annual religious rites. o
This object is in form of a large hogsbead, some eight or ten feet hig]¥
rade of planks and hoops, containing within it some of their choicejy
medicines or mysteries, and religiously preserved unhacked or scratched, gy
a symbol of the « Big Canoe,” as they call it. =
One of the lodges fronting on this circular area, and facing this strange
object of their Superstition, is calied the * Medicine Lodge,” or coundy

house. [t is in this sacred building that these wonderful ceremonies, “jg . ) . '
commemoration of the flood, take place. I am told by the Traders that I . e ‘
the cruelties of these scenes are fright{ul and abhorrent in the extreme ; ang L : .o o
that this huge wigwam, which is now closed, has been byilt exclusively for i

this grand celebratjon. I am every day reminded of the near approach of. 54

the season for this strange affair, and as [ have not yet seen any thing of it, ~

I cannot describe it; I know jt only from the velations of {he Traders who . LR .

have witnessed parts of it; ang their descriptions are of so extraordinary s SVITR 1 i ) - M

character, that I would not be willing to describe until [ can see_for myself, T
—which will, in all probability, be in a few days, 4B O
In ranging the ¢ye over the village from where I am writing, there iy Do N

in), that can possibly
be imagined. QOp the roofs of the lodges, besides the groups of living, 3{&
buffaloes’ skulls, skin cances, pots and pottery; sleds and ,sledges—_apgi*
suspended on poles, erected some twenty feet above the doors of their wig;
wams, are displaved in a pleasant day, the scalps of Warriors, preserved as
trophies ; and thys proudly exposed as evidence of their warlike deeds, ,.-.E,n e
other parts are raiged op poles the warriorg’ pure and whitened shields andi® LAKTE: e e
Quivers, with medicine-bags attached ; and kere and there a sacrifice of red : o
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o " or other costly stuff, offered up to the Great Spirit, over the door of
'benignant chief, in humble gratitude for the blessings which le is

wjoyiﬂg. . ..
] ': and amidst them and the blue streams of smoke that are rising from
57 tops of these hundred ‘‘ coal-pits,” can be seen in distance, the green
- ‘ boundless, treeless, bushless prairie; and-on it, and contig_;uous to
e iaiquet which encloses the village, a hundred scaffolds on which their

s qcad live,” as they term it.
1,

ju'i't above the reach of human hands, and out of the way of wolves and
B’ég; and they ate there leﬂ;‘ to moulder and de(_:ay. This cemetery, or
e ‘!ace of deposite for' the dgad, is just back of the village, on a leveI. prairie
S (rLaTE 48); and with all its appearances, history, forms, ceremonies, &c.
Wisone of the strangest and most interesting objects to be described in the
inity of this peculiar race.
“Whenever a person dies in the Mandan village, and the custowmary
honours and condolence are paid to his remains, and the body dressed in its
Best attire, painted, oiled, feasted, and supplied with bow and quiver, shield,
pipe and 1obacce—knife, flint and steel, and provisions enough to last him
k & few days on the journey which he is to perform ; a fresh buffalo’s skin, just
{taken from the animal’s back, is wrapped around the bady, and tightly bound
and wound with thongs of raw hide from head to foot. Then other robes are
f;t;axed in water, till they are quite soft and elastie, which are also bandaged
B 7around the body in the same manner, and tied fast with thongs, which are
@ (wound with great care and exactness, so as to exclude the action of the air
% from all parts of the body.
. There 1s then a separate scaffold erected for it, constructed of four up-
right posts, a little higher than human hands can reach ; and on the tops of
these are small poles passing around from one post to the others; across
which a number of willow-rods just strong enough to support the body,
' which is laid upon them on its back, with its feet carefully presented towards
£ the rising sun.
There are a great number of these bodies resting exactly in a similar way ;
" excepting in some instances where a chief, or medicine-man, may be seen
with a few yards of scarlet or blue cloth spread over his remains, as a mark
of public respect and esteem. Some hundreds of these bodies may be seen
Teposing in this manner in this curious place, which the Indians call, ¢ the
village of the dead ;” and the traveller, who visits this country to study and
learn, will not only be struck with the novel appearance of the scene; but
if he will give attention to the respect and devotions that are paid to this
sacred place, he will draw many a moral deduction that will last him
#: through life : he will learn, at least, that filial, conjugal, and paterna!
affection are not necessarily the results of civilizaiton; but that the
Great Spirit has given them to man in his native state; and that the
VoL, : N
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Such is a part of the strange medley that is before and around ~

P These people never bury the dead, but place the bodies on slight scaffolds
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spices and improvements of the enlightened world have never reﬁned, o
them. . "5-‘
There is not a day in the year in which one may not see in this’ ph
evidences of this fuct, that will wring tears from his eyes, and kindle 'igjp
bosom a spark of respect and aympat.hy for the poor Indian, if*be never -h
it before. Fathers, mothers, wives, and children, may be seen lymg und
these scuffolds, prostrated opon the ground, with their faces in the“_‘d 2
howling forth. incessantly the most piteous and heart-broken cries§ang]
lamentations for the misfortunes of their kindred ; tearing their hau--_c 5
tmg their flesh with their knives, and doing other penance to appeass! the
epirits of the dead, whose misfortunes they attribute to some sin or omisyiny
of their own, for which they soretimes inflict the most excruciatinu‘;se} ‘
torture,
When the scaffolds on which the bodies rest, decay and fall to the groy d‘
the nearest relations having buried the rest of the bones, take the skulh
which are perfectly bleached and purified, and place them in circles’ <‘>f 2
bundred or more on the prame-—-piaced at equal distances apart (Bom
eight or nine inches from each other), with the Faces ali looking to the centfay
where they are religivusly protected ana preserved in their precise pos:ttonl

from year to year, as objects of religious and affectionate veuerauon

(eraTe 48). "

. There are several of these  Golgothas” or circles of twenty or thirty fee

in diameter, and in the centre of each ring or circle is a little mound’ i

three feet hlgh on which uniformly rest two buffalo skulls (a male and
female); and in the centre of the little mound is erected a ** medicine pole,” T

about twenty feet high, supporting many curions articles of mystery a%d

superstition, which they suppose have the power of guarding and protecting Sy
this sacred arrangement.  Here then, to this strange place do these peog%g N

again resort, to evince their further affections for the dead - not in groans &b

lamentations however, for several years have cured the anguish; but fond ¥

affections and endearments are here renewed, and conve:sanons ars he
held and cherished with the dead.

Each one of these skulls is placed upon a bunch of wild sage, which h
been pulled and placed under it. The wife knows {by some mnark or:
semblance) the skull of ber husband or het child, which lies in this group;
and there seldom passes a day that she does not visit it, with a dish of thel
best cooked food that her wigwam affords, which she sets before the skull

at night, and returns for the dish in the mornmg As soon as it is dls- T
covered that the sage on which the skull rests is beginning to decay, th

womap cuts a fresh bunch, and places the skull ca.refully upon it, removi
that which was under it. .

Independent of the above-named duties, Wthh draw the women to«
spot, they visit it from mcltnauon, and linger upon it to hold converse,.
company with the dead  There is scarcely an hour in a pleasant day,

ool
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or less of these women may be seen sitting or laying by the skull of
::;:-child or husband—talking to it in the most pleasant and endearing
'ﬂage that they can use (as they Wl?.l'é. wont to do in former days) and
! ;nglj" getting an answer bac.k. It is not unfrequently the case, that the
== brings her needle-work with her, spending the greater part of the day,
“um by the side of the skull of her child, chatting incessantly with it,
"E'ﬂ'e she is embroidering or gal_jnishing' a pair of moeccasins; and perhaps,
rf:ome with fatigue, falls asleep, \fvn;h her arms encircled around it,
forgetting herself for hours; after which she gathers up her things and
oturns to the village.
% There is something exceedingly interesting and impressive in these scenes,
hich are so strikingly dissimilar, and yet within a few rods of each other;
the one is the place where they pour forth the frantic anguish of their souls—
Rod afterwards pav their visits to the other, to jest and gossip with the
ead.
EW L The great variety of shapes and characters exhibited in these groups of
NN Z rania, render them a very interesting study for the craniologist and phreno-
’ *I‘Aogist; but T apprehend that it would be a matter of great difficulty (if not

fof impossibility) to procure them at this time, for the wse and benefit of the
.

¥ scientific world.

)
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LETTER—No. 13,

.MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURL

lw several of my former Letters I have given sketches of the vli]age and3
eome few of the customs of these peculiar people; and | bave many r_nre
yet in store; some of which will induce the readers to laugh, and othénil
almost dispose them to weep, Buot at present, I drop them, and mtroduce
a few of the wild and gentlemanly Mandans themselves; and first, Ha-n
teh-nu-mauh, the wolf chief (prate 49). This man is head-chief of the
nation, and familiarly known by the name of ¢ Chef de Loup,” as t
French Traders call him; a haughty, aostere, and overbearing man, re-
spected and feared by his people rather than loved. The tenure by whlch
this man holds his office, is that by which the head-chiefs of most of the
tribes claim, that of inheritance. [t -is a general, though not an infallibiefeR
rule amongst the numerous tribes of North American Indians, that the offi
of cnief belongs to the eldest son of a chief; provided he shews himself, by
his conduei, 1o > be equally worthy of it as any other in the nation : making ity
hereditary on a very proper condition—in default of which requisites, ol
others which may happen, the office is elective. b

The dress of this chief was one of great extravagance, and some beanly,
manufactured of skins, and a great number of quills of the raven, formmg
his atylish head-dress. %

The next and second chief of the tnbe, is’Mah-to-toh-pa {the four bears; e
This extraordivary man, though second iu office is undoubtediy the first and; e,
most popular man in the paticn. Free, generous, ]egant and gentlemanly 1
in his deporiment~—handsome, brave and valiant; wearing a robe on his 2
back, with the history of his battles emblazoned on it; whichk would fill'a
book of themselves, if properly translated. This, readers, is the most extraz}
ordinary man, perhaps, who lives at this day, in the atmosphere of Nntures ;
noblemen ; and [ shall certamly tell 3ou raore of him anon. e

(rrLaTg 50) Seehk- hee-da, the mouse-coloured feather (PLATE 51); S.m-
ja-ka-ka-kah (the deceiving wolf); " Mah-to-he-ha (the old bear), aﬂd
others, distinguished as chiefs and warriors—and there are belles 'llso.
guch as Mi-ncek-e sunk-te-ca, the mink (PLATE 53); and the little gray-
haired Sla-ko-ka, mint (pLaTe 52); and fifty others, wko are famous for)

49
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onquests, not with the Low or the javelin, but with their small black
which shoot out from under their unfledged brows, and pierce the
%7 est, fiercest chieftan to the heart, - .

T'e Mandana are certainly a very interesting and pleasing people in their
EEXE 0] appearance and manners; differing in many respects, both in
ks
rlike people; for they seldom, if ever, carry war into their enemies’
aantry ; but when invaded, shew their valour and courage to be equal to
.3 th""of any people on earth. Being a small tribe, and unable to contend
R he wide prairies with the Sioux and other roaming tribes, who are ten

“ALL more numerous; they have very judiciously located themselves in a
20 anent village, which is strongly fortified, and ensures their preservation.
Bmihis means they have advanced further in the arts of manofacture ; have

%1 life, than any Indian nation I know of. The consequence of this is, that
¥ tribe have taken many steps ahead of other tribes in manners and
Sfnements (if T may be allowed to apply the word" refiement to Indian
ﬁ);;and are therefore familiarly (and correctly) denominated, by the
i Traders and others, who have been amongst them, * the polite and friendly
9 Mazndans.”
i, There s certainly great justice in the remark ; and so forcibly have I
a struck with the peculiar ease and elegance of these people, together
th the diversity of complexions, the various colours of their hair and eyes;
e singularity of their language, and their peculiar and unaccountable
customs, that I am fully convinced that they have sprung from some other
origin than that of the other North American tribes, or that they are an
émalgam of natives with some civilized race.
i, Here arises o question of very great interest and importance for dis-
cussion ; and, after further familiarity with their character, customs, and
traditions, if I forget it not, I will eventually give it further consideration.
Suffice it then, for the present, that their personal appearance alone, inde-
« pendant of their modes and customs, pronounces them at once, as more or
f less, than savage. '
i A stranger in the Mandan village is first struck with the different shades
of complexion, and various colours of hair which he sees in a crowd about
3 him; and is at once almost disposed to exclaim that *these are not
'fIndians.” ' :
3. There are a great many of these people whose complexicns appear as light
as half breeds ; and amongst the women particularly, there are many whose
skins are ajmost white, with the most pleasing symmetry and proportion of
features; with bazel, with grey, and with blue eyes,—with mildness and
sweetness of expression, and excessive modesty of demeanour, which render
: them exceedingly pleasing and beautiful. :
Why this diversity of complexion I cannot tell, nor can they themselves

nd customs, from all other tribes which I have seen. They are nat ~

lfplied their lodges more abundantly with the comforts, and even luxuries -
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. French call *“cheveux gris,” or greyhairs; and that this strange and unij

~and hospitable, people, whose fate, like that of all their race is scaled

g5

3 doom is fixed, to live just long enough to be i'mperfectly l_mown, and
gwhose ?({1 pefore the fell disease or sword of cw11121r.1g dev;slatlou. .
juen " of the Mandans is rather below the ordinary s'ze of man, with
‘ Th? 5tatﬂ1‘emetry of form and proportion, and wonderful. supplenasy an-d
- iy uful Syrln are pleasingly erect and graceful, both in their walk sfnd their
i lef{{h:; fmir ofalhe men, which generally spreads over their backs,
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account for it. Their traditions, so far as I have yet learned them, a0
us no information of their having had any knowledge of white men’ befo
the visit of Lewis aund Clarke, made to their village thirty-three yeary Gan
Since that time there have been but very few visits from white men lt‘}‘ﬂn

lace, and surely not enough to have changed the complexiops and 2{h ot . an . Coar ;
f:)usto;ns of a nagon. And Igréco]lect perfectly well that Governor Qi - ﬁ;:;%su'wn 1o the hams, and sometimes to t]‘leh groun?, ;Z ::;deldu :]:?,({)I?:E
told me, before I started far this place, that I would find the Mandﬁ a. v s of two inches in_ widih, and ﬁu‘_’d ‘;"“' at.‘[;;o L\Ifhich begcominﬂ' very
strange people and half white, N ﬂ'}th or vermillion, at intervals of an ine t\ orﬁar ' 5

The diversity in the colour of hair is also equally as great as that in the “rd, remains in and }mchangeq frf)m year to y ; . s to the Mandans the
complexion; forin a numerous group of these people (and more partiéu_l_ﬁ . This mode of dressing the hair is f:uru:‘us;1 am_I ngis *siformy all laid over
amongst the females, who never take pains to change its natural calour X g ost singular appearance. The hair ol tke ‘t‘eabm-e o ing on the
the men often do), thete may be seen every shade and colour of bairﬁih 5 rom the forehead backwards; eareful yk _epd{i i Ban :hes, and
can be seen in our own country, with the exception of ted or auburn, which fFinr, and thence falling down over tht_e back, m;h ec o of the leg. and. nome-
is not to be found. b - ainted red, extending oftentimes quite on t? ! e all ot he B e e

And (here is yet one more strange and unaccountable peculiarity, ﬁvhig T B times in such profusion as almost to con'ceaf tsl(; \i’.:z ;:ajo-kah (the deceiv-
can probably be seen nowhere else.on earth; nor on any rational gmuﬁ“d U son walking behind them. In thf: portrait o : nt,jfull lenath. with several
accounted for,—other than it ia & freak or order of Nature, for which ghe og wolf, pLarEe 51), where k.ze is representeh a b sgeeu,&fi\i! iy
has not seen fit to assign a reason. There are very many, of both sier thers of his family around him in & group, tlere Wi
and of every age, from infuncy to manhood and old age, with hair of ion of these and other customs of these people. . o ibly coltivate
bright silvery grey; and in some instances almost perfectly white, "’r The hair of tha women is also worn as.long bas ttf:fy ]ca !ofs andy B

This singular and eccentric appearance is wmuch oftener seen among the i, oiled very ofien, which ‘presen:'es on it a leuj i ulaﬁq oo Tlling s
women than it is with the men; for many of the latter who bave it, see natural colour.  They often‘b'rand it in twglarbz Dpn a: e cions which
ashamed of it, and artfully conceal it, by filling "their hair with glue ipd B just back of the ear, on each 'slde of thi hsatb’ an 0 theiz e theoneh
black and red earth. The women, on the other hand, seem proud of it, and§ requires them to * put on .lhel]' best loo ;‘, _iy Eer their shozlders. T?te
display it often in an elmost incredible profusion, which spreads over theicglK t, drawing it out of braid, and spreading 1t ©
shoulders and falls as low as the knee. [ have ascertained, on s care(ul NN
enquiry, that about one in ten or twelve of the whole tribe are what thie .

P

3, the Crows and Blackfeet (and, in fact, all other tribes [ have s&ieeu, w::fui; a
i single exception), of parting the halr op‘Lhe forehead, ang a\:ratys Th?s E
the crease or separation filled with vermilion or .other T8 pa.r;] - "his 8
one of the very few little (and appm_-ently terlal) customs whic e
fonnd amongstithe Tndians, without being able .to. assign a.nyfca}l::se or it,

other than that * they are Indians,” and that thl.‘s ia an Indian fas mnt;y .
 In mourning, like the Crows and most other tribes, the women are ot-llg;;e
) to crop their hair all off; and the tllsualhterrn of that condolence 1s unti

i v in to its former lengt - ‘ .
hm‘:V}‘lna:ng:);:naiurus for the death of 2 mnear m]auctn the case u»,dqur:{.e
different ; his long, valued tresses, are of much greater importance, and only

accountabie phenomenon is not the result of disease or habit; but that it i :
unquestionably a hereditary character which runs in families, and indicate
no inequality in. disposition or intellect. And by passing this hair through
my hands, as 1 often have, [ have found it uniformly 1o be as coarse ai3
harsh as a horse’s mane; differing materially from the hair of other colo
which amongst the Mandans, is generally as fine and as soft as silk. . X
The reader will at once see, by the above facts, that there is enough upon
the faces and heads of these people to stamp them peculiar,—when he meets;
them in the heart of this almost boundless wilderness, ‘presenting suthip
diversities of colour in the complexion and hair; when he knows from what G
he has seen, and what he has read, that all other primitive tribes known i
America, are dark copper-coloured, with Jet black hair. X
- From these few facts alone, the reader will see that [ am amongst a strange
and interesting people, and know how to pardon me, if Ilead him throog
2 maze of novelty ‘and mysteries to the knowledge of a strange, yet kind}

without' destroying his most valeed ornament, is doing just reverence and
Tespect to the dead. g

%o repeat what I have said before, the Mandans are a pleas(;ng an(cll
friendly race of people, of whom it is proverbial amongst t}\e Tra (?‘rﬁﬁa:i'
all who ever have known them that their treatment of white men in th

Manden women observe stsictly the same custom, which 1 observed amongst .

alock or two can be spared. Just enough to tell of his grief 10 his friends,
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country has been ‘riendly and kind ever since their first scquaintance®N
them—they have ever met and received them, on the prairie or in?
villages, with hospitality and honour.
They are handsome, straight and elegant in their forms—not tall, butﬁ
and graceful; easy and polite in their manners, neat in their person }‘%}ﬁ
beautifully clad. When I say ‘ neat in person and beauufully clad o
however, I do not intend my readers to understand that such is the*iag
with them all, for among them and most other tribes, as with the enilcrhten
world, there are different grades of sociesty—those who care but littlg7fi
their personal appearance, and those who take great pains to plezse theng)
selves and their friends. Amongst this class of personages, such as ch;
and braves, or warriors of distinction, and their families, and dandies orex %
quisites (a clags of beings of whom [ shall take due time to speak infay
future Letter) the strictest regard to decency, and cleanliness and elegan »
of dress is observed ; and there are few people, perhdps, who take mo
pains to keep their persons "neat and cleanly than they do, {Lf
At the distance of half a mile or so above the village, is the custom;“r i
place where the womenand girls resort every morning in the surimer months 8 B
10 bathe in the river. To this spot they vepair by hundreds, every morningg i
at sunrise, where, on a beautiful beach, they can be seen Tunning and g‘listen-
ing in the sun, whilst they are playing their innocent gambols and leapmg
into the stream. They all learn to swim well, and the poorest swimm!ér
amongst them will dash fearlessly into the boiling and "eddying current '
the Missouri, and cross it with perfect ease. At the distance of a quart
of a mile back from the river, extends a terrace or elevated prairie, runa
north from the village, and formmg a kind of semicircle around this bal.hmg~
place; and on this terrace, which is some twenty or thirty feet higher than}
the meadow between it and the river, are stationed every morning several
sentinels, with their bows and arrows in hand, to guard and protect thitl
sacred ground from the approach af hoys or men from any directions. ‘g
At a little distance below the v:llage also, is the place where the men and 5
boys go to bathe and learn to swim. After this mornmng ablution, they retum --
. to their village, wipe their limbs dry, and use a profus:on of bear's greasely
through their hair and over their bodies.
The art of swimming is known to all the American Indians ; and perhaps
no people on earth have taken more pains to learn i, nor any who turn? A1
to better account. There certainly are no people whose avocations of Life
more ofsen call for the use of their limbs in this.way ; asmany of the tribéd
spend their Jives on the shores of our vast lakes and rivers, paddling aboui
from their childhood in their fragile bark canoes, which are lable to con-
tinual accidents, which often throw the Indian upon his natural resources fof
the preservation of his life.
There are many times also, when out wpoun their long marches in the P

secution of their almost continued warfare, when it becomes necess’u’j‘ ) -
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s',‘into and swim across the wildest streams and rivers, attimes when
" fave N0 Canoes oF craft in which to cross them. [ have as yet seen no
3 iwhere this art is neglected. It is learned at a very early age by both

;3wd enables the strong and hardy muscles of the squaws to take their
fﬁ'pon the back, and successfully to pass any river that lies in their

BThe mode of swimming amongst the Mandans, as well as amongst most
2 ‘ e other tribes, is quite different from that practiced in those parts of the
iiced world, which | bave had the pleasure yet to visit. The Indian,
:. of parting his hands simultaneously under the chin, and making the
ﬁ' outward, in a horizontal direction, causing thereby a serious strain
'P'Egthe chest, throws his body alternately upon the left and the right
hide, raising one arm entirely above the water and reaching as far forward
BFes he cun, to dip it, whilst his whole weight and force are spent upon the one
that is passing under him, and like a paddle propelling him along; whilst
Mhic arm is making 2 half circle, and is being raised out of the water behind
luﬁ, the opposite arm is describing a similar arch in the air over his head,
Bto'be dipped in the water as far as he can reach before him, with the hand
: (n’fﬁed under, forming a sort of bucket, to act most effectively as it passes
B o its turn underneath him,
B _E;By this bold and powerful mode of swimming, which may want the grace
that many would wish to see, 1 am quite sure, from the experience I have
ﬁ;d’ that much of the fatigue and strain upon the breast and spine are
faroided, and that a man will preserve his strengtl and his breath much
iJonger in this alternate and rolling motion, than he can in the usual mode
of swimming, in the polished world.
~In addition to the modes of bathing which I bave above described, the
rMandans have another, which is a much greater fuxury, and often resorted
JRA.(0 by the sick, but far more often by the well and sound, as a matter of
- ]uxury only, or perhaps for the purpose of hardening their limbs and preparing
P31 them for the thousand exposures and vicissitudes of life to which they are
go-continually liable, 1 allude to their vapour baths, or sudatories, of which
':;e_nch v-illage has several, and which seem to be o kind of public property—
accessible to all, and resorted to by all, male and female, old and young,
botick and well.
& In every Mandan lodge is to be seen a crib or basket, much in the shape
2ol 2 bathing-tab, curiously woven with willow boughs, and sufficiently large
1o Teceive any person of the family in a reclining or recumbent posture;
ilg\""Ch, when any one is to take a bath, is carried by the squaw to the

W fudatory for the purpose, and brought back to the wigwam again after it
us been use

-These sudatories are always near the village, above or below it, on the
sk of the river, They are generally built of skins (in form of a Crow

) . . . . .
i cr Sioux lodge which 1 have before described), vovered with buffalo skins
o VOL. I, o
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te very rarg, and in fact almost unknown. among‘st these people :

® {ow cates of fever which have been known, this treatment has
but g th? z and without the fatal corsequences which we would natorally
w PP l'le‘l e greater part of their diseases are inflammatory rheumatisms,
ndm }:romc diseases: and for these, this mode of treatment, with thair
“d oLhEl'le does admirably well. This cusiom is similar amongst nearly
e Ef I'l\ah,\ounlnd:.m:., and amongst the Pawnees, Omahas, and Punchas
n}I o eset ibes, who have sutfered wnh the small-pox (the dread destroyer
‘nd Mheir drfm race), this mode was practiced by the poor creatures, who
'. nf o l?m‘dreds to t,he, river's edge, and by hundreds died before they could
' -ﬂed beyf:om the waves, into \\hlch f.hev had plunged in the heat and rage of
B esc:lp « fover.  Such will yet be the scourge, and such the misery of |.hese
R :hur::::lthmkma people, and each tribe to the Recky Mountains, as it has
o ith everv tribe between here and the Atlantic Orcean.  White men—
kbeen o ]tomalnwl.s—-—\cwlpmg knives—-guns, powder and ball—small-pox

sewed tight together, with a kind of i'umace in the centre; <rin other wm-
- in the centre of the lodge are two walls of stone about six feet 10nn- &n
“two and o half apart, and about three feet high; across and over this s a .
between the two walls, are Iaid a number of round sticks, on which't tbq g
bathing crib is placed (vide praTk 71). Contiguous to the lodge, and Outp
side of it, is a little furnace something similar, in the side of the bank, wh
the woman kindles a hot fire, and heats to a red heat a anumber of la
stones, which are kept at these placesfor this particular purpose; and hamg
them all in readiness, she goes home or sends word 1o inform her hushysy
or other one who is waiting, that all is ready; when he makes his ap
pearance entirely naked, though with a large buffalo robe wrapped arogsdie
him. He then enters the lodge and places hirsself in the cribi{s
basket, either on his back or in a sitting posture (the latter of which is gence
rally preferred), with hizs back towards the door of the lodge; when
squaw brings in a large stone red hot, between two sticks (lashed tocrethu
somewhat in the form of & pair of tongs) and, placing it under him, throw
cold water upon it, which raises & profusion of vapour about him, He )
once enveloped ina cloud of steam, and a woman or child will sit at a litle RdH
distance and continue to dash water upon the stone, whilst the matron of]
the lodge is out, and preparing to make her appearance with another he‘,te
stone : or he w:l] sit and dip (rom a wooden bowl, with a ladle made of the
mountain-sheep’s horn, and throw upon the heated stones, with his own. :
hands, the water which he is drawing through his lungs and pores,’
the next moment, in the most de]ectab]e and exhllamtmg vapours, as
disttls through the mat of wild sage and other medicinal and aroniat
herbs, which he has strewed over the bottom of his basket, and on which' he
reclines. ;
During all this time the lodge is shut perfectly tight, and he quaﬁ's thu
delicious and renavating draught to his lungs with deep drawn sighs, at
with extended nostrils, unul he is drenched in the most profuse degree’sf]
perspiration that can be produced; when he makes a kind of Btrangleﬂ
signal, at which the lodge is opened, and he darts Forth with the speed of &
frightened deer, and plunges headlong into the river, from which he i
stantly escapes again, wraps his robe around him and *leans” as fast':
possible for home.  Here his limbs are wiped dry, and wrapped close and
tight within the fur of the buffalo robes, in which he takes his nap, with his
feet to the fire; then oils his limbs and hair with bear's grease, dresses aIi
plumes hlmself for a visit—a feast —a parade, or a council; or slicks down
his long hair, and rubs his oiled limbs to a polish, with a piece of soft buck ;
skin, prepared to join in games of bali or Tchung-kee.

pgfe

i s

whiskey—!

cbserved, it is resorted to both as an e»ery-day luxury by those whe have
the time and energy or industry to indulge in it; and also used by the mc
as a remedy for nearly all the diseases which are known amongst Lhem»
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. ﬁhfder and passing under the ather), they very gracefully weay 4 rohe from
I the young buffalo’s back, oftentimes cut down to aboyg half jtg originaf size,
: p make it handy and easy for usg, Many of these are akso fringed on one
i 'Ii'é with sealp-locks . ang the fash side of the skin eurinusly Srnamented
T 'Pic'tured‘ epresentations of tfa creditable events and battleg of their
By tives. .

2 Their head-dresses are of Yarous sorts, ang many of them exceedingly
F[;turesque and  handsome ; generally made of Var-eagles” or ravens
bills and ermine. These are the most costly pary of an Indiyns dresy
gin all this country, owing 1y the diﬂicu[ty aof Procuring the quills and the
! The war-eagle being the ¢ pgpg @i, and the ermine the raregy
soimal that i found g, the country.  The taj of 2 war-eagls jp

this village, provided it is 4 pergper o Ljeoniaining ‘Some six o gighy
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Tug Mandap, in many iy
splendidly, As they are }, t
on:n manufacture; and of ,
animy|g belongr‘ng to those |,
stn'king similarit of CoStume g

Cannor 32y that the dress of 1)

t'hat of the Crows o the Blackfeet

stancag dress very neatfy,
heir aatiye state, their'dresses are 4]

e . ; Le o R .
’ - SSmneboing or i BAant eppartynities of learning the great value whig these peaple s0nie-
. X 3 po € g p
g pesy Umes attach to syep articles of dresg and Ornament, a5 | have been
; ’purchusing @ great many, whigl, | wtend to exhibit i my Gallery of I'ngian

Paintings, thay the world may examine them for themselves, ang thereby be
enabled 1o judge of qhe fidelity of my works, and (ha iegenuity of Indian

. 2 manufactures, .

J edch g f o In these purchases T have ofgen been surprised g the priceg demaniied]
i : ¢ an Aroongst X 3 by them aud perhaps I coylg not recite & begrer instance of (e kind, than
if evep change it May seam Bomewhai ; by them ; perhap, .
cople go hearly fo!Iowing, OF imjt

Urmg gn Modeg ¢ their dr,
however, be admitted, and f thiy). o and ortiaments,

ow may he dCCounted for ;
iy ; . or in
Sing the Joagy Agument ;, favour of the theg

rom ong stock {
ck or opg Famj Yi for ip their Contingal yy,

OF Warrjgrg fall, theiy
. ) Clothes anq wea "l
the viggor » Who weqy thew . reat e woul

or Jesg often COPY from

¥

‘ane which octurred here o foy days since :—Qpe of the chipfs, whom I |1ad
) Painsed ay fy) length, in g beanify] costume, with head-drpss of war
eagles’ quills and , ermine, extending quite down to his fests ang whom [
was soliciting far (he purchase of his dress complete, woy willing tg self 40
me all byt the head-dress ; saying, that « he conld pet part with that, a5
ke would pever be able 1o get quills and ermine of 50 good a quality to
Take anather like jt.” Fagreed with him, however, for the rest of the
dress, ang impartuned him, from dav to day, for the head~dress, unti]
he at fenoth replied, that, if | must have it, he mys; have ty horses for
it; the bargain wag instant]y struck—the horses Were Procured of g
Traders 4y twenty-five dollges each, and the head-dress secqreqg for my
Collectigq, : :

There g occasionally, o cliaf Or a warrior of s extraordinary rencwy,

eaqg, sgch atticles of diess ap,) other manuficpypeg
. £,
» Whig tare cqually adppieq by the othe, trihe{’};. i

0

the sl'mﬂarit_v whick | §
‘ ve fin AP
C. of the differeq; tribes, ‘ Vamongs‘s" hﬁr

& ttmfc or S}ll.lt Of ¥ -
l:he DIIQU i 'P imi : 3 :
d&ﬂ men is er Sfmdar m s}iape to Ibat 0 ",

sCalpJoe € of two sking of deey o 10Untaipeghen . A that b i allowed 1o wear horas on pi head-dress, which give to his aspect
» Deddg angd gpp; . R Py & ung with o F— : in art
of why, v o Mite, Ty, Ieggmgs, like those of the Other frihag B Slunge g majestic effppy. These are made of about q ¢p; d p
£

€ spo en., are inade o teer sking, of the hopy of a buflaiy by : the harn having been split from end to end,
angd g thig Part of it takey upq shaved thig ang light, and highly polished.
bese qare stlached to the top of the head-dress gq cach side, in the same

Place 1], they rise apd stand on the hegd af a buffalp ; ristug oug of g Mmitt
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and purifies the bodjr, and

at the same time Preserveg fy
through the Pores of the

 Indign look- Imong ),
h greater

y ‘1o foot, cleapges
."" .o'fmuaquitoes, ang
i are usnally tahen
it the same tme, g )
J Pk equal, if not mug ) a.vmmsmnenr.
il ) ria”}h ridiculous Customs gpg fashions . but &
m}quegtians,-—for his Ratural gpog

5004 sense qng gouo
aetil he is Teclining aboy, the fire-side of his
Vents forth his Just erig;

Protects hig syiq from 1,
im {

om calds g0 Coughg
skin,

& civilizeg ¥
at onr q

e laughy Rot, nor
d man ners forhid
Wigwam ¢
learneg world

» %ho are 5 rich angd
$sip,

vorld, ng doubt,

diculea.
‘hfm,--
®Mpanions, when he
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g

cept the digaitaries whe are very high in authority, and whoge ex,
valour, worth, and Power is admitted by all the natjop %

He may wear them, however, whe i not a chief; but 4 bras
wartior of guch remarkable character, thay he is esteemed uniy,
tribe, as a map whose < yojice 15 as loud in couneij "

R s l'I' . .
nly on certain occasions, and =
are very seldom. Whep foreign chiefs

tant Petsonages visit g tribe; or at War parades, at the cela
tory, at public festivals, &, they are worn ; but on no
unless, sometimes, wheg 5 chief sees fi to lead a w

symbol of power,
the foremost of the battle, in
trate their shafig upon kim, p
The horns on thege head-dresses are but loosely attached at the boitory
that they easily fall Dack o forward, aceording as the head 15 ine
forward or backward ; ang by an Ingenious motion of the hea
slight as to be almost imperceptiblew
and sometimes, gne backward and the oher forward like a horse'
ivi XPpression and force of ch
ing them. Tlis, reader. 35

» 18 @ remarkable instapce (lii%
$) for its strikine similar ]

ng stmilarity to Jewish cusioms, to the kerps
or keren, in Hebrew), e i i
Hebrews, a3 5 symbol of power
celebrations of victories,

“The falge prophet Zedekfnh, m

“$r.

ift not your horns on high; spe
This Iast citation seemy 30 ex

. e v
bration of Bl

viting his enemy to cgpph

8 ean?

2k not with g etiff neck” (Ps, Ixxv, 5),

more in future epistles, handeg d
tion or change from that ancient people,

The reader will see this custom exemplified g
toh-pa (prary 64}, This

ﬂ' -:
ersally ;s
25 that of a chjef of

Sl

, Indian agents, or ather ".'.
other Occasijny i

gl .
ar-party to battlc NP
to stimulate his men ; R A

d, which ;{40
ey are made to balance ta apg Mity,

aracter, to the appearance of N
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st L ter, and nothing
. re has elapsed since the date of my last Le]t- ,’c;us ceremony.
fA weex or 9 at and curious event—or the Mandanhre iy eremony.
’ gre . -3 1 Wever; a
e 'OF ﬂ-];e;th' much preparation. making for i, d'iine-men have any
ere 1 ev!l n{ no one in the nation, save the medi "1 «m: informed
P A Sh o nce. I s
at 1 ean learn, ) . is to comme L )
wh ledge of the exact day on which it he willow-tree is in full leafs
n‘?w e Dh f [h:lt ir_ takcs p]ace Qs 500m as the -
= b)' lhe chiels,

b = =My

f r v the twig \'thC]l ' b d blou ht m wis a \‘1”0\‘ bo““h
the LE 14

or, 52 the 3 3

tl fu -orown VEes on . It 3 tha []“S € eb] tion
]l ]ea 14 =0 secm 4 C ! alio Ilas
l'l.d hn

. ! i nce in
; et o hlon [i‘ close at hand, and will, undoubled]_v, commne
. This great occas 3

and ms,
H iew da 5 m the mesantime l “]ll oive a !ew notes and mem
L .‘J o
a ’ Or 1
* 'h‘lCh I hﬂ"e u]dde since my Iast-
-
¥ )

. i ne and picturesque
inually at work with my brush, “l.th f p titious
3, Ihave been continua d from the strange, whimsical, and supers] :
: fore me; and {rom > untable to them,
ub_!ectu v?)fi!ch they have of an art so novel 'and ]unécfvoitnessed many very
ot ! initiated into many of their mysteries—have e of which 1 must
g hn\:e bee_n idents, and preserved several anecdotes, som
" curious incl ) b
p . le than the
relate. letely astonished these peop .
ing ever more completely . . s ubjeet enllre]y
Per!‘lnps !;.Othl Erush The art of portrait-painting was a sanlce here has
operations of my ' ht of ; and my appear
nthoug ; Rt fter
lem, and of course, u 3 .. stery, Soon a
com toﬁ:ed ;new era in the arcana of medicine o}'t mo};' thz two prineipal
comme here, T commenced and finished the portr%:il sthe curiosity of the
' nth;ng.Tllis, was dove without having awakened f on, and even the
c}'lllle . as they had heard nothing of what was going on,
¥l ageI‘S, v

v y Lll the tctures
th l [ Seemed t -] lg ran m A lgl'.lﬁ, p
" Ch[e’s gmselves Q !l 0 t Of des un C

mitted into my lodge during the
aper FomP]er- hNo ggiih::lseitha:nsadexceedingly amu§ing tohszeih;};e:}
Ko "',e: each ot,her's likeress, and assuring c;;mth sher o
.mut‘ual.l}'_ ,-ecogmz:’lbn(:e which they bore to the orlgmals:. 0  of (hese
the slnk!ng_ resemd E;ver their mouths awhile in dead sxlenceh (‘ custom
E;?:::egdst t:i)]:t t??bes, when anything surpris:;s lhtlz]rr:h;e;);l iltt;cazlé colour:

) i self, and upo

attentively upon the portraits and myself,

d beea produced.
with which these unaccountable effects ha P P
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ir pride checked
i josily leading them reluctantly, where their pride ¢ :
o;ce ey 10 'ﬁ:e tush soon after became general, and the
- lem to go. : e G the
o forbace :iicine men took possession of my room, placing soldze;'l i‘ aves
i N - . s
Lies and " their hands) at the door, admitting no one, but suc
h spears in thei " |
. the chiefs, to come in. ‘ . hore eieht
T .rllowed byI{ipp (the agent of the Fur Company,]}‘holhns lwel(:h ;ndem‘d)
o grihions is poli d hospitality, I am mu ,
: ; s politeness an P R
; or,and 10 iom, e h']: ' iefs, and, speaking their language fluently,
.. . ?],' time took a seat with the chiefs, aud, sp o hieh L e paintics
i izws and the objects for which ! : s
be explained 10 ey v ded to them the manner in which they were
these portraits ; and also expounded to panner in whch iy
c;!e ’ at which they seemed all to be very muc pt. e (.:m“‘ds pecessity
v (IOSE rtraits to the view of th .
s his i of e-\}"’sm‘:’il e paecame imperative, and they were held up
} use
5 around the house, : e held up
7 mam]]bledver the door, so that the whole village had a chance
o tugethier 0

R
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i ultitude, who as vet
3 nize their chiefs, The effect upon so mixed '1 xln ll:d reai]v'laug_[mb;e_
T d 12 way of accounting for theni, was novel a o fansbie
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had :f;necses were instantly recognized, and many of .the. g:zaﬁce__m],e,.,.
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fully into the ground, : |
: e to their wizwams, o . e thom
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operati{_m conld not be performed without taking away from the o:;g- : ] 4o they continued to pass the pipe around untl the portrait was
something of his existence, which I put in the picture, and they could i - H Jeted. o :
move, could aee it stir, Ny -Gl ogressed with my portraits, stopping occasionally very

’ o L §n this way 1 pr : y !
This curtailing of the natural existence, for the purpose of instillin ddgnl)‘ as if something was wrong, and taking a tremendaus puff or two at

v,

=]

E‘B“fa an

into L%\& secondary one, they decided to be an ugeless and destructiy, B nipe, and streaming the smoke through my nostrils, exllnbitingin my looks

operation, and one which was calculated Lo do great mischief in their h; o 1 actions an evident relief; ennblmg_me to proceed m‘th mote facility and

commuuity ; and they commenced a mournful and doleful chaunt aey; %7 T ess,—by flattering and complimenting eacli one on his good looks after
g - [ S

me, crying and weeping bitterly through the village, praclaiming me a T
““dangerous man ; one who could make living persons by looking at thiry .
and at the same time, could, as a matter of course, destrov life in thebsa me v‘e‘ :
if I chose. That my medicine was dangerous to their fives, and that I my
leave the village immediately. That bad luck would happen to those whon SR
1 painted—that I was to take a purt of the existence of those whoyB SR
painted, and carry it home with me amongst the white people, and that whek
they died they would never sleep quiet in their graves.” ) :
In this way the women and some old quack medicine-men tocether ]E’d
suc_ceeded in raising an opposition against me; and the r:asons,tﬁé .
assl‘gncd were so plausible and so exactly suited for their superstitioii
feelings, that they completely succeeded in exciting fears und a general %
panic in the minds of a number of chiefs who had agreed to sit for the ¥ :
portraits, and my operations were, of course. for several days completély at
a stand. A grave council was held on the subject from day to day, an
there seemed great difficulty in Jeciding what was to be done with me and
the dangerous arl which | was ! practicing ; and which had far exceeded
their vriginal expectations. I finally got admittance to their sacred conclay
and f‘l%sul‘ﬁd them that T was but a man like themselves,—that my art had o
medicine or mystery about it, but conld be learned by anv of them if ‘they
would practice it as long as 1 had—that my intentions tovards them were of
the most friendly kind, and that in the country where 1 lived, brave mef
never allowed their squaws to frighten them with their foolish whims and 33
stories.  They all immediately arose, shook we by the hand, and dressed
lhemse]lve:v, for their pictures.  After this, there was no fut,ther difficulty 33
nbout.sn;.ung; ail were ready to be painted,—the squaws were silent, and
MYy painting-reom a continual resort for the chiefs, and braves, and mediaine-3
men; where they waited with impatience for the completion of each one’s b
preture,—that they could decide as to the likeness as it came from under the
Rl:;;h P that they could laugh, and yell, and '5ing a new song, and smoke a
h. pipe 1o the health and success of him who had Just been safely
delivered from the hands and the mystic operation of the “white medicine.” Yo
[n each of these operations, as they successfully took place, 1 observed e
that a pipe or two were well filled, and as soen as | commenc’ed paintiné{. I
i it a0 s,k s o o . o, el
5 : picture (and probably as much or more s0
for the safe deliverance of the sitter from harty whila uwdler the uperation)

had got it done, and taking them according to rank, or st:m_ding, making it
atter of honour with them, which.;.Jleased them exceedingly, and gave

. gnd my art the stamp of respectablhtg at once, )

B [ was then taken by the arm hy the chiefs, and l.ed to their lodyes, wh:ere

feasls were prepared for me in elegant style, i. e. In the best manner which

) is country affords; and being ledlby the arm, and welf:omed to 'L-heml'o)r
g'mt!emen of high and exalted feelings, rendered them in my estimation

: truly eleganL. N

1 was waited upon in due form and ceremony by the medzcme-mn.n, who

received me upon the old adage, “ Similis simili gaudet.” 1 was invited to

g o f{east, and they presented me a she-shee-quoi, or 2 doctor’s rattle, ‘and

Fi.olse 2 magical wand, ora doctor’s staff, strung with cl.aws of the gnzzl:v

bear, with hoofs of the antelope—with ermine—with wild sage and bat’s

,' i wings—and perfumed withal with the choice and savoury odfmr of the

g ‘pu[e-cat—a dog was sacrificed and hung by the legs over my wigwam, a‘nd

{ was therefore and thereby initiated into (and countenanced i the practice '

of) the arcana of medicine or mystery, and considered a Fellow of the Tx-

tizordinary Seciety of Conjurati. ‘ .

" Since this signal success and good fortune in my operations, things have

goue on very pleasantly, and ! have had a great deal of amusement. Sur.ue

attercation has taken place, however, amonygst the c.hiefs :.md braves, with

regard to standing or rank, of which they are exceedingly jealous; and }hey

must sit (if at all) in regular order, according to that rank ; the trouble s all

settled at last, however, and I have had no want of subjects, tlfough a

great many have become again alarmed, and are unwilling to sit, for fear,

as some say, that they will die prematurely if painted; and as others say,

that if they are painted, the picture will live after they are dead, and they

caunot sleep quiet in their graves, o

| have had several most remarkable occurrences in my painting-reom, of

this kind, which have made me some everlasting enemies here; though the

minds and feelings of the chiefs and medicine-men have not been affected

by them. There has been three or four instances where proud and aspiring

young men have been in my lodge, and after gazing at the portraits of -Lhe

bead chief across the room (which sits looking them in the eyes), have ratsel

theis hands before their taces and walked around to the side of the lodge, on

the right or left, from whence to take a long and fair side=logk at the chief,

inaead of stacing him full in the face (whicl is a most unpardonable offence
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‘(1 whistled away the time antil twelve o'clock, before he mn‘d_e
- . having used the whole of the fore-part of the d:}y at his
: emei"ncr his dress and ornamentiug his body for hl:s picture,
aiets nrf;"sl. E)en bedaubed aud streaked with paints of various colours,
At dmt% omreaie ;md charcaal, with medicine-pipes in his hauds and
T el ; 1\; 1 to his heels, entered Mah-to-he-hah (the old bears
ﬁ'ts tils oF o . ho seated themselves

St in of his own profession, W
- 5y, with a tram o who e
'%Til 51,{3-:1- and also a number of boys, whom it was requested shon
Rarour 3 &

; . . ' s
N with him, and whom T supposed it possible mlgTIt h:ue. been Eu})oc;
i he was instructing in the wysteries of maferia medica aha ‘
2 - - - - . o
l Dm He took his pesition in the middle of the room, Waving Ef!s eagle
- e ts in each hand, and singing his medicine-song which he sings over
. D‘ e a2 g :' - 5 e.
ER '};ﬂuiln i;u patient, looking me full in the face until T completed l]us pm:'];ired
- - g 1 .
.E}!ﬁchy 1bpainted at full length. His vanity has been comple‘tey era ;Om
it the operation ; be lies for hours together, day after day, in my fr ‘_],
s , ing 1 it; li ipe for me
in front of lis picture, gazwg intensely upon :it, llghtt_s rr;yog; pea':h o
inti ; 3 ime v
B hile | am painting—shakes hands with me a dozen ,

icine vi nd my talents,
affecting thereby my popularity. I however sent for him and called him in}3 ‘ﬁmd talks of me, and enlarges u?ciir} Ht;‘ly] :Eg‘:gi ‘r:’;':j;:eda, and instead of
the next morning, when I was alone, having only the interpreter with me;y@ W “wherever he goes; 50 that) this new di Cl‘l " st and most enthusiastic (riends
telling him that I had had my eye upon him for several days, and had. been ‘: % :.preaching against me, he is one of my stronges "
g0 well pleased with his looks, thatd had taken great pains to find out his?hy k5 and aids in the country. :
history, which hatd been explaived by all as one of a most extraordinary £ There is yet to be described another s

ort, of persunage; that is often seen
‘% - - " 0 - h whom
. | ing in his tri icular “statki i i . a kind of nondescript. Wil
kind, and his character and standing in his tribe as wosthy of my particular ¥ staiking about in all Tndian communities
notice; and that [ bhad several days since resolved that as soon as [ had

1 [ have been somewhat annoyed, and still more amused.tS}nC;:::::i::‘::\“
practiced my hand long enough upon the others, to get the stiffness out of 3y Y village, of whom for of which) sl-:all give soMe dccount 10 I :

it (after paddling my canoe so far as I had) and make it to work easily

and successfully, I would begin on his portrait, which I was then prepared ¢
to commence on that day, and that I felt.as if I could do him justice. HeX.,
shook me by the hand, giving me the ¢ Doctor’s grip,” and beckoned me'tﬁ,“i
sit down, which I did, and we smoked a pipe together. Afler this was over,
he told me, that * he had no inimical feelings towards me, although he had 7' B
been telling the chiafs that they were all fools, and all would die who had ’;% -

in all Indian tribes); and after baving got in that position, and cast’
eyés again upon the portrait which was yet lookiug them full in tt;é‘:f.
have thrown their robes over their ‘heads and bolted out of the wigwyg
filled equally with astonishment and indignation; averring,as they alwayerml S
in 2 sullen noad, that they “saw the eyes move,"—thatas they walked arofjg
the room “ the eyes of the porirait followed them.” With these unfonﬂm
gentlemen, repeated efforts have been made by the Traders, and also b?,r he
chiefs and doctors, who understand the illusion, to convince them of thejr RN
error, by explaining the mystery ; but they will not hear to any explaneg
whatever; saying, that * what they see with their eyes is always evideder
enough for them ;" that they always ‘¢ helieve their own eyes sooner thati i
bundred tongues,” and.all efforts to get them a second time to my room
or into my company ‘in any place, have proved eatirely unsuccessful, SR
I bad trouble brewing also the other day from another source; one:'df i
the “ medicines” commenced howling and haranguing around my domic) Ny
amongst the throng that was outside, proclaiming that all who were inside¥
‘and being painted were fools and would soon die; and very material‘ly

their portraits painted—that although he had set the ald women and chil-% ":L

dren all crying, and even made some of the young warriors tremble, yei _‘5:
he had no unfriendly feelings towards me, nor any fear or dread of my %
art.” ] know you are a good man (said he), I krow you will do no harm
10 any one, your medicine is great and you are a great ¢ medicine-man.
I would like to see myself very well—and so would all of the chiefs; but’sf
they huve all been many days i this medicine-house, and they all know J}
me well, and they have not asked me to come in and be made al:_'v_e.;_";’;
with paints—my friend, | am glad that my people have told you who 68
1 am—my heart is glad-—I will g0 to my wigwam and eat, and ina lite 473
while I will come, and you may go to work ;™ —another ptpe was lit and
swoked, and he got up and went off. I prepared my convass and pa-’




g

15; . )
; },’cline upon their horses for an hour or t:\vo, overlooking I.‘he beautiful
ol o5 where the braves and the young aspirants are contgndmg in manly
 gthletic amusements ;—when they are _fatlgued }vuh this severe effort,
o wend their way back again, lift off their fine w.hne saddie of doejs-skin,
'ﬁich ;s wadded with buffalo’s hair, turn out their pony—take a little re-
feshment, gmoke a pipe, fan themselves to sleep, and dm'.e. away the rest
ol the day- -
R /ivpilst § bave been painting, from day to day, th?re h:ave been two or
Wib:ee of these fops continually strutting and taking their latutudes in front of
Ry doot; decked out in all their finery, without receiving other benefit or
N et information, than such as they could discover through th_e cracks and
fhams of my cabia. The chiefs, [ observed, passed them by without notice,
B¢ of course, without inviting them in; and they seemed to figure about my
Fdoor from day to day in their best dresses and best attitudes, as if in hopes
B that [ would select them as models, for my canvass. It was natural that
(%1 should do so, for their costume and personal appearance was entirely more
bezutiful than anything else to be seen in the village. My plans were laid,
and one day when I had got through with all of the head men, who were
“willing to sit to be painted, and there were two or three of the chiefs loung-
> %ing in my room, [ stepped to the door and tapped one of these fellows on
- the shoulder, who took the hint, and stepped in, well-pleased and delighted
@ with the signal and honourable notice I had at length taken of him and
1[:his beautiful dress. Readers, you cannot imagine what was the expression

{ gratitude which beamed forth in this poor fellow’s face, and how high
“immortal, alongside of the chiefs and worthies whese portraits he saw

li2 e M3

LETTER—No. 16.

MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSQURL

_Besipes chiefs, and braves and doctors, of whom T 'have heretofore spof
there is yet another character of whom I must say a few words befo}él i
proceed to other topics. The person [ allude to, is the one mentioned at tiy
close of my last Letter, and familiarly known and countenanced in e
tribe as an Indian bean or dandy. Such personages may be seen on ever
pleasant day, strutting and parading around the village in the most beautifi

-and unsoiled dresses, without the honourable trophies however of scalp lock
and claws of the grizzly bear. attached to their costume, for with sueh th’inﬁl f
they deal not. They are not peculiarly anxious to hazard their lives m¥:

: . <&
equal and honourable combat with the one, or disposed to cross the path of
the other; but generally remain about the village, to take care of the women Hg¥
and attire themselves in the skins of such animals as they can easily kill, ;.
without seeking the rugged cliffs for the war-eagle, or visiting the haunts of2
the grizzly bear, They plume themselves with awan's-down and quills of is heart beat with joy 2nd pride at the idea of my selecting him to be
ducks, with braids and plaits of sweet-scented grass and other harmlest)

and unmeaning omaments, which have no other merit than they themsely k7 aranged around the room; and by which honour he, undoubtedly, con-
nave, that of looking pretty and ornamental. ' T ; sidered himsell well paid for two or three weeks of regular painting, and

- -
. These. clean and elegant gentlemen, who are very faw in each tribe, are ¢ preasing, and dressing, and standing alternately on one leg and the other
held in very little estimation by the chiefs and braves ; inasmuch asit i

> ut the door of my premises.
known by all, that they have 2 most horrible aversion to arms, and are deno T Well, | placed him before me, and a canvass on my easel, and ¢ chalked
minated “ faint hearts” or ¢ old women"” by the whaole tribe, and are there

him out” at full length. He was truly a besutiful subject for the brush,
fore but little respected. They seem, however, to be tolerably well contented £ Y5 and I was Glled “with enthusiosm—bis dress from head to foot was of the
with the appellation, together with the celebrity they have acquired amongst ik BE"" sking of the mountain-goat, and dressed so neatly, that they were almost as
the women and children for the.beauty and elegance of their persona 10t and as white as Canton crape—around the bottom and the sides it was
appearance ; and most of them seem to take and enjoy their shore of thel il " trimmed with ermine, and porcupine quills of beautiful dyes garnished it
world’s pleasures, although they are looked upon as drones in society. o3 BT in 2 hundred parts ;—his hair which was long, and spread over his back and

These gay and tinselled bucks may be seen in a pleasant day in all their R R : shoulders, extending nearly 1o the ground, was all combed back and parted
plumes, astride of their pied or dappled ponies, with a fan in the right hand 5 -on his forehead like that of a woman. He was a tall and fine figure, with
made of a turkey’s tail—with whip and a fly-brush attached to the wrist © vease and grace in his movements, that were well warthy of a man of better
the same hand, and underneath them a white and beautiful and soft pleasureTi8 P2, caste. In his left hand he held a beautiful pipe—and in his right hand he
saddle, orn.amented with porcupine quills end ermine, parading through i .. Plied his fan, and on his wrist was still attached his whip of elk’s horn, und
and lounging sbout the village -for an hour or so, when they will

. . - : ;',hi’ fiy-brush, made of the buffalo’s tail. There was nought about him of
cautiously bend their course to the suburbs of the town, where they will ity b < the terrible, and nought to shock the finest, chastest intellect.
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1 had thus far progressed, with high-wrought feclings of pleasur
the two ot three chiefs, who had been seated around the !odge and
purtraits 1 had before painted, arose simddenly, and wrapping t'he
tightly in their robes, crossed my room with a quick and heavy g{e
taok an informal leave of my cabin. T was apprehensive of thetr d:5p]e
though ! continued my work ; and in a few moments the interpreterisy
f‘unoudy into my room, addressing me thus :—* My God, Sir! this®
will do; you have given great offence to the chiefs——they have made
plaint of your conduct 10 me—they teil me this is a worthless fe110wh1m“ o
of nu ac..onnt in the nation, and if yﬁu pamt his plcture, you must |n3tan

chap is out of your Jodge the better.” i

The same matter was explained to my sitter by the interpreter, whe .
picked up his robe, wrapped himself in it, plied his fan nimbly abou hiy B
face, and walked out of the lodge in s:lence, but with quite a conacqueuud ¥
smile, taking his 0ld position in front of the door for awhile, after wh
he drew hlms.elf quietly off without further exhibition. 8o highly do; Mapd
dan braves and worthies value the honour of being painted ; and 501?& A
do they value a man, however lavishly Nature may have bestowed her mam; <3
touches upon bim, who has not the pride and noble bearing of a warrior, i

I spoke in a former Letter of Mah-1o-toh-pa (the four bears), the secanu
chief of the oatien, and the most popular man of the Maadans—a ki
minded and gallant warrior, as well as a polite and polished geatiema
Stnce I painted his portrait, as I hefore described, I have received atgh
hands many marked and signal attentions ; some of which I must name O A
you, as the very relation of them will put you in possession of many litthe If
forms and modes of Indian 1|fe,t it otherwise might not have been notedh

oo

K

about twelve o’clock in the day, in full and splendid dress, and passmg u —
arm through mine, pointed the way, and led me in the most gent]emsnlj
manner, throuﬂh the village and into his own lodge, where a feast was pre- b
pared in a careful manner and waiting our arrival.  The lodge in whlt‘h hewy
dwelt was a room of immense size, some forty or fifty feet in dlameter, m '

the centre, of five ar six feet in dlameter and one foot deep, which conuun
the fire over which the pot was boiling. T was led near the edge of thity
curb, and seated on a very handsome robe, most ingeniously garmshed and
painted with hieroglyphics ; and he seated himseif gracefu]ly on another
one at a livtle distance from e ; with the feust prepared in several dishes
resting on a beautiful rush mat, whlch was placed between us (PLATE 62)
. The simple feast which was spread before us consisted of three dtsh_g
only, two of which were served in wooden bowls, znd the third in an earlhen s
vessel of their own manufacture, somewhat in shape of o bread»tmy
our own counlry This last contained a quantity of pem-i-can and marf
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.- ‘r and one of the former held a fine brace of buffalo ribg, defightfully

ﬂ"'wd; and the otlter was filled with a kind of paste or pudding, made of
L ¢ ;ﬁﬂom of the *“ pomme blancke,” as the French call it, a delicious turnip
' wﬂ},e prairie, fine.y ﬂavgured with the buffalo ‘berri.e:‘., which are coltlected
'ﬁi;’fg"l'ea'- quantities in this country, and used with divers dishes in cooking,
ggwe in civilized countries use dried currants, which, they very much re-

;Egjble. )
<44 handsome pipe and a tobacco-pouch made of the otter skin, filled with
. {i";jick-k'ueck (Indian tobacco), laid by the side of the feast; and when we
' . were seated, mine host took wup his pipe, and deliberately filled it; and
. :t"i;’[_gad of lighting it by the fire, which he could easily have done, he drew

B ¥from his pouch Lis flint and steel, and raised a spark with which he kindled

+3it. He drew a few strong whiffs through it, and presented the stem of it to

_-{(’;"‘ny mouth, through which I drew a whiff or two while he held the stem in his

iﬁ,'andg. This done, he laid down the pipe, and drawing his knife from his
ibelt, cut off a very small piece of the meat from the ribs, and pronouncing
éﬁti‘le words  Ho-pe-ne-chee wa-pa-shee” (meaning a medicine sacritice),

;g{ihmw it into the fire.

&< He then (by signals) requested me to eat, and I commenced, after draw-
-l‘é',ing out from my belt my knife {which it is supposed that every man in this
g-’!;_qguntry carries about him, for at an Indian feast a knife is never offered

JXtoaguest). Reader, be not astonisheéd that I sat and ate my dinner alone,
=&for such iz the custom of this strange land. In all tribes in these
;:g:westem regions it is an invariable rule that a chief never eats with his guests

xf invited to a feast; but while they eat, he sits by, at their service, and ready

T2 to wait upou them; deliberately clarging and lighting the pipe which isto be

1% passed around after the feast is over. Such was the casein the present

w’s.instance, and while I was eating, Mah-to-toh-pa sat cross-legged before me,

o

3

. "E%-t‘:]eaping his pipe and preparing it for a cheerful smoke when I had finished
‘ ,._:;. my meal. For this ceremony I observed he was making unusual preparation,
"'q and I observed as I ate, that afier he had taken enough of the k'nick-k'neck

§ 4 orbark of the red willow, from his pouch, he rolled out of it also a piece of
W] {"_'« ‘the ¢ castor,” which it 73 customary amongst these folks to carry in their

W

% %T»w,;u
Ul g
¥4 i

S
W i

-‘: tobaceo-sack to give it a flavour; and, shaving off a small quantity of it, mixed
”q:’ it with the bark, with which he charged his pipe. This done, he drew also
o 1= from his sack a small parcel conlaining a fine powder, which was made of
i i dried buffalo dung, a little of which he spread over the top, (according also
j: ¥.:% tocustom,) which was like tinder, having no other effect than that of lighting
B g the pipe with ease and satisfaction. My appelite satiated, [ straightened up,
. f‘?‘ _and with a whiff the pipe was lit, and we enjoyed together for a quarter of
o1, A hour the most delightful exchange of good feelings, ainid clouds of smoke
‘ ";\:’E" and pantomimic signs and gesticulations, :
) The dish of “pemican and marrow-fat,” of which I spoke, was thus :—The
first, an article of food used throughout this country, as familiarly as we use

i
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bread in the civilized world, [t jg made of buffaly meat dried ver?‘}
and afterwards pounded ip a large wooden mortar until it "is made Dea)
fine as sawdust, then Packed in this dry state ip Dbladders or sacky of‘%’hn‘
and is easily earried 1o any part of the world i good order, "Marrojr.fu
is collected by the Indiang from the buffale bones which they brey X
pieces, yielding a prodigious quantity of marrew, whick is boiled out'g
put into buffajo bladders which have been distended; and after €00,
becomes quite harg like tallow, angd has the appearance, and VEry neay
the flavour, of the richest yellow butter. At feast, chunks of this marged
fat are cut off and Placed in 2 tray o bow!, with the Pemican, and g2
together; which we civiliyed folks in these Tegions consid
substitute for (and indeed we generally so denominate | ¥
butter.” In this dish aid 2 spoon made of the buffalo’s horn, which wag blae
as jet, and beautifully polished ; in one of the others there Was anotherYgf
still more ingenious and beautiful workmanship, made of the horn of '3

mountain-sheep, or ¢ Grog corn,” as the French trappers call them ; j;

It way
large enough 1o holg of itself two or three pints, and was almost en'ﬁéiy
transparent. ‘?‘

I spoke also of the earthen dishes or bowls in which these viands wers
served out; they are o familiar part of the culinary furniture of ever

uccess. I have seen some )
dug up in Indjag
mounds and tomhsg in the southern ang middle States, placed in pyr Eastern

Museumgand loaked y

once done away with, and the whole mystery ; where women. cap be seengf'
handling and using them by hundreds, and they can be seen every day iﬁj{
the summer also, moulding them into many faneify] forms, apd Ppassin, '},

"Jl

. . R sl
silent manper. Py

When [ arose (o return, the pipe through which e had smoked was
Presented (0 me; a4 the robe gn which I had sat, he
€ corners ang tendered ¢ ¢ me,

Pe:
gracefuliy ruised by ¥
explaining by signs that the pgintingi;k_

POn as a great wonder, when here this novelty js at Y e

i

(7

. he
: : ations of the battles cif' his laf"e, -\vhcre
héh o o ltlgli::‘:l t\};;'u:e}l:{:s;:; hand fourteen of lusher::eltlr:fa,d tllll::.t:;
hsd fought and eks engaged in painting it for me, ancli)t ieaders i
hd’been lwol ‘:‘sreoccasion to present it to me, Th‘:: rc;dee; cads h; hich |
ée&lll]t:ir:s::blel;n a future epistle, 1 touk upon my shoulder,
shi

by the arm and led me back 10 my painting-room.
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MANDAN \"ILLAGE, UVPpER Missorrg;.

1 MENTIONED in the for
frequenr.iy have 5 Pluralit
these Noreh, Western tribes, and 5 few genery) Temarks on ¢},
apply to thep, all, and g,y

Olygamy js countenanceyd

the Norh Amer;
faras | have visiteq them; ang j : i
six, eight, or ten,

egoing epistle, thay

the chiefy of
¥ of wives, Such j

SRR

Mg to find 3 op ;:'
and seme iy, twelve or fourteey, Wivesin hig fodge ;
18 an ancjeny Custon, ang i, their ¢
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=
of wea); y 08, In other_ words i%
for the luxyrieg of life ; ang A chief, excjteq by a desire of this kind, together
with a wigh to be abje ¢4 urnish his'lodge with Something 170 than
ordinary for the Entertainment op his owp People, ag ey
fall upoy his h

as Strangers whe
ives, who are
avails of that
give to hig Iedge the
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,[.qiiz'iﬁlc‘l manufacture, who has at the year’s end the greatest number
%5bes to vend to the Fur Company. ‘
The monuul labour amongst savages is all done by the women ; and as
o are no daily labourers or persons who will “hire out” to labour for
b iother, it becomes necessary for him who requ.ir'es more than the l.a!_)ouror
o ervices of one, 1o add to the number by legalizing and compromising by
the ceremany of marriage, his stock of labourers; who can thus, and thus
i Hlone, be easily enslaved, and the results of their labour turned to good
Riaccount.

. There is yet the other inducement, which probably is more effective than
ither ; the matural inclination which belongs to man, who stands high in
¥ 1he estimation of his people and wields the sceptre of power—surrounded
_ {b)- temptations which he considers it would be unnatural to resist, where
ino law or regulation of society stands in the way of his enjoyment. Such
'a custom amongst savage nations can easily be excused too, and we are
¥ bound to excuse it when we behold man in a state of nature, as he was
¥ made, following a natural inclination, which is sanctioned by aucient
> custom and by their religion, without a law or regulation of their
society to discountenance it; and when, at the same time, such an accu-
mulation of a man’s household, instead of quadrupling his expenses (as
" would Dbe the case in the civilized world), actually becomes his wealth,
as the results of their labour abundantly secure to him all the nevessaries
" and luxuries of life. '

There are other and very rational grounds on which the propriety of such
% custom may te urged, one of which is as follows :—as all nations of
Indians in their natural condition are unceasingly at war with the tribes that
are about them, for the adjustment of ancient and never-ending feuds, as
well as from a love of glory, to which in Indian life the battle-field is almost
the only road, their warriors are killed off to that extent, that in many
instances two and sometimes three women to a man are found in a tribe.
In such instances I have found that the custom of polygamy has kindly
- helped the community to an evident relief from a cruel and prodigicus
calamity. )

The instances of which I have above spoken, are generally confined to the
chiefs and medicine-men ; though there is no regulation prohibiting a poor or
obscure individual from marrying several wives, other than the personal
difficulties whicl lie between him and the hand which he wishes in vain to
get, for want of sufficient celebrity in society, or from a still more frequent
objection, that of his inability (from want of worldly goods) to deal in the
customary way with the fathers of the girls whom he would appropriate to
his own household. .o
. There are very few instances indeed, to be seen in these regions, where a
. poor or ordinary citizen has more than one wife; but amongst chiefs and
braves of great reputation, and doctors, it is common to seo some Six oF

e
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120 ' - n are held
; ition in which the wome
T . 5 ; o egraded condition in wl ;
}elghtln_ru‘:g under one roof,and all apparently quiet and contented H ge’e,m ' %4 From the emhvfrd i;:(: io?ld would naturally think that thellra mu!:; b:"a
' - ; . i . 3 . oun = . . = and ¢ -
t;}ag?cl:gfzmg, and enjoying the modes of life and treatment that Sl i the In-il;d?o:med gE- incongruous and unharmonizing materials ;
. ; : munt

e i i ents which
i com ly destitute of the fine, reciprocal _fe.e}mgs an(ida'ttazl:Tt s which
. ,gguenl)’ the domestic relations in the civilized '.\.cn'l ; iere - vould be
59" t;roamnd doing injustice to the Indians, to s?yg‘::;;,:ey ere in the |t
Mhind j fu fili in paternal a . :

",h- d us in conjugal, iu ﬁllal,_ and in p . affcton. There b 10 v
' bt;]l,n human character which is more universa

N the hu

i n P h P hO
a |l lhe[e 13 no art Or the uman specles w
.
’ ﬂow TOM t.hESE l‘el tlons, A
N HELHOD and a h'lgher Iegald [0! the{ﬂ thﬂn Lhe Iqo'[th
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the form of aju: C:n:iev?n feet deep, the iﬂlideaczi‘l thhe.m}, hOI&i,du' g elining Posture, with t!Ee legs thrown out, and tl‘le body resting on one
g tightly closed a¢ the ¢ which are - N and fore-arm, which are under them. The dishes from which they eat

i ably on the ground or floor of the lodge, and the group resting on

tnvart
ﬁdﬂ':;; robes or mats of various structure and manufacture. .
%’ The position in which the women sit at their meals and on other qccasions
,’diﬂ'efe“" from that of the men, and one which they t_ake and rise from
" again, with great ease and ‘much grace, by merely bending the knees both
B~ other, inclining the body back and the head and shoulders qu-ite forward,

» they oremgitL fhey squat entirely down to _tl-le ground, inclining botl_\ feet‘cllher lo.th.e
Ted « i LI - ht or the left. In this position they always rest while eating, and it is
;= o 1h modest and graceful, for they seem, with apparent ease, to assume the

§ \position and rise out of it, without using their hands in any way to assist
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' These women, however, although graceful and civil, and ever so beautiful

BE or ever so hungry, are not allowed to sit in the same group with the men

* while at their meals. So far as [ have yet travelled in the Indian country, I
* pever have seen an Indian woman eating with her husband. Men form the -
3 ‘_ first group at the banquet, and women, and children and dogs all come to-
A gether at the next, and these gormandize and glut themselves to an enormons

* extent, though the men very seldom do,
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Variety of witys, by ;mhs they use the meatFt"mShOf the Year, Duripe R )i - It is time that an error on this subject, which has gone generally abroad
¥ boliing the !:ibs a gsl‘.mg bmi“ng boiling, 5 and cook ina brea 3 i in the world, was corrected. It is everywhere asserted, and almost univer-
nd joints wj > Stewing, smoking, &, | o - sally believed, that the Indians are ** enormeus eaters ;" but comparatively
. 1 venture to say that

speaking, 1 assure my readers that this is an error.
there are no persons on earth who practice greater prudence and self-denial,
than the men do (amongst the wild Indians), who are constantly in war and
: - izht 1o order § in the chase, or in their ath.let.ic sports :aud exercises ; for all of whic!u they
uch is an unvaryijn erit taken off, an are excited by the highest ideas of pride and honour, and every kind of
Yery much doubt, Wiei;lstom 2mongst the North A 0 eating ag hq pleases g excess is studiously avoided ; and for a very great part of their lives, the
5Yyslem which o, ter the civij : i A most painful abstinence is enforced upon themselves, for the purpose of
7130, Wwoman, or child ; preparing their bodies and their limbs for these extravagant exertions.
Many 2 man who has been a few weeks along the frontier, amongst the

ow in _t.h;em, make g da]
n?et;z;:u;nes. The Mandany -f
) Ut generally eat ahgys PR
oiling over thy fire, au'd;;f’ :
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that o . Unities iy 4] Ever; t
1UNgry, provided misf‘o:; the chief of the ration lowg.“l (o enter any one': _ drunken, naked and beggared part of the Indian race, and run home
50 can the Lne or necessity hog d,' and eat whep they are 3 N and written a book on Indians, has, no doubt, often seen thetn eat to
RIE * bestly excess;_and he has scen them also guzzle whiskey (and perhaps sold

it to them) till he has seen them glutted and besotted, without will or
energy to move; and many and thousands of such things can always be
seen, where white people have niade beggars of them, and they have nothing
to do but lie under a fence and beg a whole week to get meat and whiskey
enough for one feast and one carouse ; but amongst-the wild Indians in this
country there are no beggars—no drunkards-—and every man, from a beau-
tiful natural precept, studies to keep his body and mind in such a healthy
shape and condition as wili at all times enable him 1o use his weapons in
sell Jefence, or struggle for the prize in their manly games.
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As | before-observed, these men generally eat but twice a day, angd i n :nd eaten their meats :“ever» The indians cof:a:n:d crom
ty W e .
times not more than once, and those meals are light and simpie cgm‘fﬁ?ad e alt in any quanu ¥ and 1 have 10“:“3“[\.2‘.511& 100, with®

with the meals that are awallowed in the civilized world ; and by the]] e - 0 40 e civilized peop ple. do, @ cily be eateD
people also, who sit at the festive board three times a day, making Jeslof ; than thus conked €30

the Indian for his eating, when they actually guzzle more [:qmda, bmda ol
their eating, than would hl! the stomach of an Indmn R 1 " # galt ©f

There are, however, many seasons and occasions in the year thh Bll ] 3

Indians, when they fast for eeveral days in succession; and others Where }
they can ge? nothing to eat: and at such times (their habits are such) ﬂ\ey -
tay be seen to commence Wwith an enormous meal, and because they do's L

iribes of {ndians
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man
it is an insufficient reason why we should for ever remain nuder so egregioy ; e jand ?atm"", pat deal of salt; and i
an error with regard to a single custom of these people, LR >
T have seen a0 many of these, and lived with them, and travelled wiip3 dive excess- ’

them, and oftentimes felt as if I should starve to death on an equal allow- .
ance, that [ am fully convinced 1 am correct in saying that the Nonh .
"American Indians, taking them in the aggregate, even where they have anj
abuadante to subsist on) ext less than any civilized population of equaly
pumbirs, that T have ever travelled amongst. % -,,
Their mode of curmg and preserving the buffalo ment is snmewhatf:
curions, and in fact it is almost incredible alsw; - for it is all cured or dnedg-‘)“ .
in the sun, without the aid of salt or smoke! The method of doing this is ﬁg !
the same amongst all the tribes, from this to the Mexican Provinces, and i i,
as follows '-—The choicest parts of the fesh from the buffalo are cut out by
the squaws, and carr:ed home on their backs or on horses, and there cut |
“ geross the grain,” in such a manuer as will take alternately the layers af "
lean and far; and having prepared it all in this way, in strips about half an’
inch in thickness, it is hung up by hundreds and thousands of pounds ou
poles resting on crotches, out of the reach of dogs or wolves, and exposed
to the rays of the sun for several days, when it becomes so effectually
dried, that it can be carried to any part of the world without damage. This ™
seems almost an unaccountable thing, and the more so, as it is done in the
hottest months of the vear, and also in all the different latitudes of an
Indian country.
So singular a fact as this can only be acrounted for, 1 consider, on the
ground of the extraordinary rarity and purity of the air which we meet with {7
in these vast tracts of conntry, which are now properly denominaied « the
great buffalo plains,” a series of exceedingly elevated plateaus of steppes of
proiries, lying at and near the base of the Rocky Mountains,
{t is a fact then, which 1 presume will be new to most of the world, that
meat can be cured in the sun without the aid of smoke or salt; anditisa
fact equally true and equally surprising also, that none of these tribes use .,
salt in any way, although their country abounds in salt springs ; and in many %
places, in the frequcnt walks of the Indian, the prairie may be seen, for
-- miles together, covered with an incrustation of salt 2s white as the drifted snow.

ki



/124

LETTER—N,. 1.

bl
IANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURT
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i been peculiarly engrossed, and my senses alinost confounded with tha

ing, and grunting, and bellowing of the bduffalo dance, which closed a
few days since at sunrise {thank Heaven), and which I must needs describe
i you- : :

' Buffaloes, it i3 known, are a sort of roaming creatures, congregating oc-
Casionally in huge masses, and strolling away about the country from east
% west, or from north to south, or just where their whims or strange fancies
may lead them ; and the Mandans are sometimes, by this means, most un-
“eremoniously left without any thing to eat; and being a small tribe, and
lunwilling to risk their lives by going far from home in the face of their
“mére powerful enemies, are oftentimes left almost in a state of starvation.
o any emergency of this kind, every man musters and brings out of his
Jodge his mask (the skin of a buffalo’s head with the horns on}), which he
‘is obliged to keep in readiness for this occasion; and then commences the
‘buffalo dance, of which I have above spoken, which is held for the purpose

":of making “ buffalo come” (as they term it), of inducing the buffalo herds

et ok

**to change the direction of their wanderings, and bend their course towards

‘the Mandan village, and graze about on the beautiful hills and biuffs in its
vicinity, where the Mandans can shoot them down and cook them as they
"want them for food.

For the most part of the year, the young warriors and hunters, by riding
‘out a mile or two from the village, can Lill meat in abundance; and some-
“times large herds'o'f these animals may be seen grazing in full view of the
village. There are other seasons also when the young men have ranged
about the country as far as they are willing to risk their lives, on account
of their enemies, without finding meat. This sad intelligence is brought

back to the chiefs and doctors, who sit in solemn couancil, and consult on
the most expedient measures to be taken, until they are sure to decide upon
the old and only expedient which ¢ never has failed.”

The chief issues his order to his runners or criers, who proclaim it through

the village—and in a few minutes the dance begins. The place where this
strange operation is carried on is in the public area in the centre of the
village, and in front of the great medicine or mystery lodge. About ten or
fifieen Mandans at a time join in the dance, each one with the skin of the
buffalo’s head (or mask) with the horns on, placed over his head, and
in his hand his favourite bow or lance, with which he is used to slay the
buffalo. : ’
. [ mentioned that this dance always had the desired effect, that it never
fails, nor can it, for it cannot be stopped (but is going incessantly day and
night) until * buffalo come.” Drums are beating and rattles are shaken,
and songs and yells incessantly are shouted, and lookers-on stand ready
with masks on their heads, and weapons in hand, to take the place of each
one as he becomes fatigued, and jumps out of the ring.

During this time of general excitement, spies or * lookers” are kept on the
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hilla in the neighbourhood of the village, who, when they discover buffjlge
i sight, give the appropriate signal, by * throwing their robes,”. whish
mstantly seen in the village, and” understood by the whole tribe. At!'ih
. joyful intelligence there is a shout of thanks to the Great Spirit, and—f—%on .
especially to the mystery-man, and the dancers, who Aave been 1hsTiaN
mediate cause of their success! There is then a brisk preparation fég
chase—a grand hunt takes place, The choicest pieces of the vietima gy
sacrificed 10 the Great Spirit, and then a surfeit and a ¢arouse, < 70
These dances have sometimes been coatinued in this village two and thiret
weeks without stopping an instant, until the joyful moment when buffalgeey
made their appearance. So they never fail; and they think they have
the means of bringing them in. ';_'.; .
Every man in the Mandan village (as I have before said) is obliged byl
village regulation, to keep the mask of the buffalo, hinging on a post at {he¥eg
head of his bed, which he can use on his head whenever be is called upon 38
by the cliefs, to dance for the coming of buffaloes. The mask is put overjd
the head, and generally has a strip of the skin hanging to it, of the wb'§
length of the animal, with the tail attached to it, which, passing down oyé
the back of the dancer, is dragging on the ground {PraT2 56). When one'l§
becomes fatigued of the exercise, he signifies it by bending quite forward, W
and sinking his body towards the ground ; when another draws a bow upon M
him and hits him with a bunt arrow, and he falls iike a buffulo—is seized
by the bye-standers, who drag him out of the riug by the heels, brandishin:*
their knives about him ; and having gone through the motions of skinning . o i T
and cutting him up, they let him off, and his place is at once supplied by - ] wt e ' . o
another, who dances into the ring with his mask on; and by this taking of;ﬁ—, o ’ : el R
places, the scene 1s easily kept up wight and day, until the desired effect %
has been produced, that of ** making buflalo come.”
The day before yesterday however, readers, which, though it commenced
in joy and thanksgiving to the Great Spirit for the signal success which had 3%
attended their several days of dancing and supplication, ended in a calamity 33
which threw the village of the Mandans into meurning and repentant tears, ;|
and that at a time of scarcity and great distress. The signal was given into %
the village on that marning from the top of a distant bluff, that 2 band 0!‘}5 2
buffaloes were in sight, though at a considerable distance off, and every heart jizE
beat with joy, and every eye watered and glistened with gladness. L 2
The dance had lasted some three or four days, and now, instead of the!
doleful tap of the drum and the begging chaunts of the dancers, the stamp-: ¥
. ing of horses was heard as they were led and galloped through the villagé— 2%
young men were throwing off their robes and their shirts,—were ‘seefi
suatching a handful of arrows from their quivers, and stringing their sinewy?
bows, glancing their eyes and their smiles at their sweethearts, and ‘mounting
their ponjes, . b . L0
‘ . ’ A few minutes there had been of bustle and
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, whilst bows were twanging and spears were polishing by runmng
,.blades into the g'round—every face and every eye was filled with joy
éladne,s-horses were pawing and snuffing in fory for the outset, when
uon Frénié, an mterpreter of the Fur Company, galloped through the
|tb his rifle in his hand and his powder-horn at his side; his head
nd "waist were bandaged with handkerchiefs, and his shirt sleeves rolled up
h;s shoulders—the hunter’s yell issned from his lips and was repeated
i bugh the village ; he flew to the bluffa, and behind him and over the
ceful swells of the prairie, galloped the emulous youths, whose hearts
were beating high and quick for the onset.
< h the village, where hunger had reigned, and starvation was almost ready
Nl [ook them in the face, a]l wasg instantly turned to joy and gladness The
RIcticls and doctors sho had been for some days dealing out minimum rations
015 the community from the public crib, now spread before their subjects the
conlents of their own private caches, and the last of every thing that
could be mustered, that they might eat a thanksgiving to the Great Spirit
E¥for his goodness in sending them a supply of huffalo meat. A general
8 carouse of banqueting e.usued which occupied the greater part of the day}
B'and their hidden stores which mlght have fed an emergency for several weeks,
were pretty nearly used up on the occasion—bones were hall picked, and
dishes half emptied and then handed to the dogs. I was not forgotien
. neither, in the general surfeit ; several large and generous wooden bowls of
Ppcmlcan and other palatable food were sent to my painting-room, and [
*. received them in this time of scarcity with great pleasure.
o After this general indulgence was over, and the dogs had llcked the
> dishes, their usual games and amusements ensued—and hilarity and mirth,
* and joy took possession of, and reigned in, every nook and corner of the
village ; and in the midst of this, screams and shrieks were heard ! and
echoed everywhere. Women and children scrambled to the tops of therr
wigwams, with their eyes and their hands stretched in agonizing earnest-
ness to the prairie, whilst blackened warriors ran furiously through every
winding maze of the village, and issuing their jarring gutturals of vengeance,
as they snatched their deadly weapons from their lodges, and struck the
reddened post as they furiously passed it by! Two of their hunters were
bending their course down the sides of the-bluff towards the village, and an-
other broke suddenly out of a deep ravine, and yet another was seen dashing
over and down the green hills, and all were goading on their horses at full
epeed ! and then came another, and another, and oll entered the village amid
ghouts and groans of the villagers who crowded around them ; the story was
told in their looks, for one was bleeding, and the blood that flowed from his
naked breast had crimsoned his milk white steed as it had dripped over him ;
another grasped in his left hand a ecalp that was reekmg in blood—and in
the other his whlp—another grasped nothing, save the reins in one hand and
the mane of the horse in'the other, having thrown his bow and his arrows
YOL. I ]
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away, and trusted to the flectness of his horse for his safety; yet thes
wag aundibly told, and the fatal tragedy recited in |rreg'ular and almogt! st
cating ejaculations—the names of the dead were in turns pronouandl o)
gcreams and sbrieks burst forth at their recital—murmurs and groans
through the village, and this happy little community were in a mu o
smitten with sorrow and distraction. {3
Their proud band of hunters who had siarted full of glee and muﬁ "
in the morning, had been surrounded by their enemy, the Smux,
eight of them killed. The Sioux, who had probably reconnoitred’
village during the night, and ascertained that they wers dancmg for .
buffaloes, lald a strataﬂ'em to entrap them in the followmg manner .---ngn
six ot eight of them appeared the next morning (on = distant blaff, in” Mght
of their sentinel) under the skins of buffaloes, imitating the movementsYof 8
those animals whilst grazing; and being discovered by the sentinel] >lhg
intelligence was telegraphed to the village, which brought out their- hunun ;
as [ have described. The masked buffaloes were seen grazing on the top of
a high bluff, and when the hunters bad approached within half a mile or, 3038 a
of them, they suddenly disappeared over the hill, Louison Frénié, who waziay
leading the little band of hunters, became at that moment susp:cmus of
strange a movement, and came to 2 halt * *

the other mde of the hill! they started for home (poor fellows), and strained
every nerve; but the Sioux were too fleet for them; and every now and

Several miles were run in this desperate race ; and Frénié got home, and 3
several of the Maudans, though eight of them were killed and scalped by 33
the way.
" 80 ended that day and the hunt: but many a day and sad, wil tast the :
griefl of those whose hearts were broken on that unlucky occasion.
This day, though, my readers, has been one of a more joyful kind, for
the Great Spirit, who was indignant at so flagrant an injustice, has sent the
Mandans an zhundance of buffalges ; and all hearts have joined in agenenl
thankegiving to Him for his goodness and justice,
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{; LETTER—No. 19.
1",’ )
-‘f_r.
14 MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURI.

5 Iw wy last Letter I gave an account of the buffulo dance, and in futura
epistles may give some descriptions of a dozen other kinds of dance, which
: these people have in common with other tribes; but in the present Leiter 1
. shull make an endeavour to confine my observations to several other customs
and forms, which are very curtous and peculiar to the Mandans,

Of these, one of the most pleasing 1s the sham-fight and sham scalp-dance
of the Mandan boys, which is a part of their regular exercise, and consti-
tutes a material branch of their education. During the pleasant mornings
of the summer, the little boys between the age of seven and fifteen are
called out, to the number of several hundred, and being divided into two
companies, each of which is headed by some experienced warrior, who leads
them on, in the character of a teacher; they are led out into the prairie at
sunrise, where this curious discipline is regularly taught them (prate 57).
Their bodies are naked, and each one has a little bow in his left hand and a
number of arrows made of large spears of grass, which ave harmless in their
effects.  Each one has also a little beit or girdle around his waist, in which
he carries a knife made of a piece of wood and equally harmless—on the
tops of their heads are slightly attached small tufts of grass, which answer
as scalps, and in this plight, they follow the dictates of their experienced
leaders, who lead them through the judicious evolutions of Indian warfare—
of feints—of retreats—of attacks—and at last to a general fight. Many
manceuvres are gone through, and eventually they are breught up face to
face, within fifteen or twenty feet of each other, with their leaders at their
head stimulating them on. Their hows are bent upon each other and their
missiles flying, whilst they are dodging and fending them od.

If any one is struck with an arrow on any vital part of his body, he is
ubliged to fall, and his adversary rushes up to him, places his foot upon
hini, and snatching from his belt his wooden knife, grasps hold of his vic-
tim's scalp-lock of grass, and making a feint at it with his wooden knife,
twitches it off and puts it futo his belt, and enters again into the ranks and
front of battle.

This mode of training generally lasts an hour or more in the morning,

T e e e ey gAY Akt A




4 132 ;
ang 18 perfotmed on o,
eOIme EXercise, wh';lsta:;l:;“ 3:3 _“"mach, a.i’ford'mg them a rigid bai .
S_ﬂf'ne five or Bix miles of g;ofs‘tgmm"-d in the important gcie:nq' "‘3 i libe ¥ U he 1asue these gamed, z
gving Sklpplenesg to their limbs an E) are Tun over during these e of;".-'“. - 0 their ¥ (s in cAsd they € 1 peaten-
benefit them through Tife. nd strength to their muscles \vhf;f’l?}jggll. g 280 (sting %€ ymportant cusH absery by the Mandand,
wl:::f;e;this gxcit'mg exhibition is ended y which fast and i s by ost ather U pes, ab stv.?ted 1 ."“fd ot parucula.r purpose
e chiefs aud braves pa ed, they all return (o thei absetv’.\uc s are ey religious a nmdl chserved There €
_applaud them for thelr artiﬁcl; gugr?f‘)und attention to their va‘:u-“!aw of thes® forms pract 4 amongst Mandans, 3 of which 37
T\}Ose who have taken scatps & valout. ating, Ady in areresung 4 impottant also, 1B formtng & ct estimale
‘i";::::cg t:lleir boast s they & ntzr inli“u:ei;?’_‘;ard, bfaﬂ(‘lishing th em%{nd an characeers o ( shall 2 a fatute pe\"wd ke gamcular
their s::'( by therr }eaders or teachers), i “;: -dance {in which they &n:Zi . (g 10 1Y shem yefore mY TE¥ t ‘
of thei ps, and reciting their sanguin , jumping and yelling—brandi also S coerificind also a TelO9 storm With theselpeople, is erformed
T ¢ic tender aged sieethearts g} @y d“;d‘r to the great 2sto USSR pany ¢ rent MO ad on RU grous 0CCa¥ Of thi custom
*-ho::; %‘:ﬂ;;e;ﬂ:xend .amusememg ,of !312:: ‘i‘;‘;‘i \;‘u.h 'wonder “ponﬂt‘;};:?m sl ol :ﬁx 'r“D‘f:t (‘n:: Tt;t?r:,afte . meﬁ jy notictg q;.i ‘ \'ese“nt, éotz few
plattec—Tf ¢ iribes, consisting ol plays— e ip most Tespﬁctsrlik _ f%'ne pondred WO s 10 \n-.cx (hese ofier ga are WASE 1o the GO an
P hich main:; ;:i daiclgz"Y "}‘Dfsﬂ—racing‘P &ce’ i?:::i“etﬁf the moce asin,&f‘ﬁ,‘z ¢ £l Sp { um';lm gperihedd hx; nev en Em: ° g ::e aianda'\xt: r;o:
tribes about the o be their favourite musement ey bave yet anothay . by 20y © e “m?) e tn‘e so f1 \c; -.ad ), i. cepting ‘\e
which they seemtr;_;j bT‘;"' game of Tchung-kee a';:d :‘,?ﬁ“wn to the .ﬂ : pawnecs [ the Plattes w 1 A {ﬁ;, -.:.)ted \_f,‘? aeFv‘:ee w: ; !a:‘;l tﬂmn:ar-;n
o almaost und : t autifu athleti o ‘ ractice rmet nes, We g 3 have T¢ sty 1 ate- &
?;dmetlli?dt:‘:e,;c't:“‘g else of :Z‘:;igp{:‘céf::fn:‘;hi‘:st:lhe wealfhz:?:};ef{ . Mandans 5% rifice ; eif giera 1‘0\ \ (reat f’apuit, a ) theit C\r?}r\ﬂg
f‘iﬂage on & pﬂveryne:::“ffavoume amusement, and Ese!rl attention. Tlliin §°Ods":1 : ';nn :" ea z::u? i’;gu; ; ?11'1:'1&' “?\.,'llse;:%t\xeem *;
it hias become as MO ; clny, which bas been ased played near o the’ gy gAY gactive L ql o 13 s tne choicest ec
form their respective 0; fand hurd as a floor- For this or that purpose until 5 eutt‘ i‘:;r‘rjl by 1%1\?2?&%\;: ::1 n :aiwthi‘ & from Sto7es oP
until their requisite ni:“;‘;es, by chioosing alternately the iame two champioey A ; ":I dots, L 18 Y most asthy—itis , cariet cloth, #hich casis-t,hem
and their stakes are held ers ave made P Their bettd ost famous play‘"“;: j -:a s, 1 8 b niefl ’ e
e anences (PLAT 5& by some e ahiefs or oth ings are then made, 55 this coul enormmous _pnc , an efly us . 13 pu;pm 0
o trot, abreast of :' 3) with two {one {rom each a“‘“‘s present The p‘laﬁ?}‘ﬂ ) lgngt g 1‘hmr dw\g cams ‘decay, o covel e scafloles “where (€8
the pavement, 3 1‘,?:;3 r?t':er’ and one of them mg% 53 ]::dwho stast off upon = 1&(‘)’:'1 t:msesj ;\i{:r- P;;{;ﬁ r‘xf;tf:o:k;re qree of 37 jnteresting patu?
gtone ; and each one !'o\llnp O.T two ot three inches in dian: ance of thers, 0% e erected over 'r.hb e nediein lodge 1B centre of the vm:ve--ﬁt.he.
length, with little bits flon it up with bis * tohung-kee” atr, cut ut of 23 ot i ¢ olue and black Joth eaeh ased from.
tength), which he the of leather projecting from its sid (a stk of six st % c?s;t o o & B sof by dol cloth e3¢ B e foded ¥
afier the ring, end ows b_efore him as he runs, sli ding 5 of an inch of moTe i {he Fur ComP ¢ ot Bfeen O twenty oilars pet yard, ¥ 1; y o p
the ring maa'f . eavauing to place it in Su;h a :\tl.alOng upon the ground . so 35 ¢ resembie _human figuress with quills T their heat? an as}is on
throngh it i‘h? I upon it, and receive one of the ‘1’,05;“0“ when it stops, that 55 : their faces. hese smguiar-'lookv. gﬁgmea,l wggare ETOWS (eratEd ,da e
position of mg‘;’ ‘;mnts for game, one, Of ‘L0 iule projections of eathies -y erecied OB about vty feer, Wigh, O¥€ door of the mystery-\o ze,
has the ralling e;“h er on which the ring is fod e‘dor four, aceording 10 the and there are 1eft 1o decad There haog* " g the gide of 1he® anothes
;i cithe ‘_50 the ¥ing, and both start  doaget The last winner alwo which wa% added 1@ the W per a few doys auces of the s H white
fOrféitu:e foils to receive the fing of tzn? th,“’“' the tchung-kee mﬂeth;f puffale, which i remain here uotid 1t decay? od falls @ ¥
throw ; w;;::‘; i?“nm of the number h;zg nz certain P"smﬂn.cil is ; "I‘h_'xs peautiful and c‘ostly skin, whep s histery ka0 (m:n:\sh 2
10 describe, 50 a:L er Steps into bis place.  Thie ;“ESE {0, and he loses his SAKING proof of the important which they aW w W ropiiatoty
is 2 game ';f o t.?) give an exact s of it, un1;5g~ me is & very difficult one offerings. at a few weeks SIS a part ¢ Mandets cned fromt ©
excessivel f: a eauty and fine bodily exe ess one can see it played—it * Mouth @ we Yollow gyone, O h‘ miles aboVEr 1}1 erfmuun
y fascinated witbits ofien gambli reise, and these people y ecome - that 3 P of Blackfeet ere VISWIDg \ace Jness with the
pling away every thing they pcheq: American FUs Company 4 that they Wwh the pufalo Ve
[ - for sale. This was jooked upo? as 3 SUP 4 of g dce bY the
chiefs, aad one worthy publl cunslderatmu. A wiite falo 1O gis @

ud B th £l ag g9 ave heen L oW 4v]
a gven (Hneu“l{‘.& \\he“ (','e‘et)' ‘H\g el B Wad
] a ney l & 1 1 ‘




, and will alwa T

i ¥3 commgpr
into a 4 ifi in Tlfe:carmy; and then, from Iiz: .
. acrifice, bei € regions, it j - A Deing
gift that car be,przlng tt;ﬂ‘e:-ed to the Great Siin't 'a]_} :: usually co
ou these boundless ured.  Amongst the vast herds of b - oSt aceepiEm)
prairies, there is not one in an h duﬁ‘aloas which™

undred thoysyp ¥8

- od, %

}Iaps th H
1aps, that is white .
; and wh
great medicin, ; ‘e such an ape s .
OF mystery, e 15 obtained, it ; LPtr
yatery ned, it iy co;u}e »

On the rece;
) . pt of the intelj;
;n council, and deliberated ozhgence abov&memfﬂned: i
dl;nvm. the Blackfeet i and alg
i
sing thf: Proper mode of procedure for
» eight men were fitr
; ed out on ejght i
r Company s store, on the crerﬁt oc;'f:}l:

- SO .

¢ ‘.-'hl'efs, g‘ﬁod.

Stone, where they arrived in due tima
_ al! the goods W]li(.‘[:l they carrig YN

Spirlt. l won y v da‘rS
hls derfﬂl anOmaI ]ald e erai ]
]

public curiosity w .
bigh-priests, gag wr o hed ; and then i
LA s And wit] €n 1t was tak h
rfnm;d on the top 0!} : great deal of form ang en by the doctorg o
standyg | A
Spirit u: r.?l group with the others, and will s¢
This it decays and fallg 19 th a
is Letter, ag [ pro e ground.

of the customs A
C
the world, | $haFl);3 cl}:::; ‘o the Mandans,

Readerg, did
You ever leg PR
read on; but laigh not—jgen ey oo Hekers?”

Bering:
Fianing, and Cry at the end of my story.  Welj
. Iin

: -prie ici
v .;z, y}eet A medicine-man, gnd one of
13 by ' ; 0
o ) 2 an Maker 1" Sucl, dignitaries =
R stoppers” too; and even th o
; n those”

5top the 5 .
un in his ,
course; b » have eyen essayed to
‘Lessay .

my‘::e;'y, have long since desc
Lot ell, 1':he story begins thys

€T, Talge A preat deg] of
will be visited og the lzmc!CO
" r

endfrczlinto insignificance

:=—The M . -
- andxs;\:’da'ns, as I have said in 2 form

e 0 t;f.!!}];le-s a most disastrous droy lf{ ;

their promised haryest Sf! :

. ch &

s the
P llow-Stone:
Eiils and tf
'e}e roaning
gL, that their
B Tilow, might not b
c'l'is
4nd the
W The chie
g recommend
B hese cases;

rain fo
to0 soon might ensure their entire defe

& jonger they put it off, the more certain
So, after a few days of further delay,
% bad become clamoro
By edicine-men assembl
' paratus about them-—wi
herbs, with a fire
MG gent forth to the Great Spirit.

' except some ten or fifteen young mes,
dreadful alternative of making it rain, or suffer
having made a fruitless essay.

t horses: and
d the ! -
Yy slarted for“t-he :

1356

case when [ arrived at the Mandan village on the steam-boat,
Rain had not fallen for many a day, and the dear litlle
d the ugly old squaws, altogether (all of whom had fields of corn),
and crying to their lords, and imploring them to intercede for
little respective patches, which were now turning pale and
e withered, and they be deprived of the pleasure of their
and the joyful occasion of the “ roasting ears,”

tomary annudl festivity,

« green corn dance.”
fs and doctors sympathized with the plaints of the women, and

ed patience, Great deliberation, they said, was necessary in

and though they resolved on making the attempt to produce
yet they very wisely resolved that to begin

at in the endeavour; and that the
they would feel of ultimate success.

when the importunities of the women
the

r the benefit of the corn;

us, and even mournful, and almost insupportable,
ed in the council-house, with all their mystery ap-
ith an abundance of wild sage, and other aromatic
prepared to burn them, that their savoury odours might be
The lodge war closed to all the villagers,
who were willing to hazard the

the everlasting disgrace of

as witnesses to the hocus pocus and conjuration
de of the medicine-lodge ; and they were called

turn, to spend a day upon the top of the lodge,
to see how far his

They, only, were allowed
devised by the doctors insi
up by lot, each one in his
to test the potency of his medicine ; or, in other words,
voice might be heard and obeyed amongst the clouds of the heavens ; whilst
the doctors were burning incense in the wigwam below, and with their songs

ers to the Great Spirit for success, were sending forth prateful

and pray
n and commands the thun-

fumes and odours to Him ¢ who lives in the su
ders of Heaven.” Wah-kee (the shield) was the first who ascended the

and he stood all day, and looked foolish, as he was

counting over and over his string of mystery-beads—the whole village were

assembled around him, and praying for his success. Nota cloud appeared

—the day was calm and hot ; and at the setting of the sun, he descended

from the lodge and went home—* his medicine was not good,” nor can he
ever be a medicine-man.

Om-pah (the elk)'was the next; he ascended the lodge at sunrise the
next morning. His body was entirely naked, being covered with yellow
clay. On his left arm he carried 2 beautiful shietd, and a long lance in his
right ; and on his head the skin of a raven, the bird that soars amidst the
clouds, and above the lightning's glare—he flourished his shield and bran-
dished his lance, and raised his voice, but in vain ; for at sunset the ground

wigwam at sunrTise ;

T
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waa dry and the 8ky was clear; the fqUaws were erying, ang their gt
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5, from Nis high place (in which he had been perfectly drenched), prepared to
‘yeceive the honours and the homage that were due to one so potent in his
- mysteriES: and to receive the style and title of * medicine-man,” This is
f a handred different modes in which a man in Indian countries
honourable appellation.
This man had * made it rain,” and of course was to receive more than
gsual honaurs, as he had done much more than ordimary men could do.
All eyes were upen hira, and all were ready to admit that he was skilled in
the magic art; and must be so neurly allied to the Great or Evil Spirit, that
he must needs be a man of great and powerful influence in the nation, and
well entitled to the style of doctor or medicine-man.
Readers, there are two facts relative to these strange transactions, which
are infallibly true, and should needs be made known. The first is, that
* when the Mandaps undertake to make it rain, they never Sfail to succeed,
for their ceremonies never stop until rain begins to fall. The second is
equally true, and is this :—that he who has once ** made it rain,” never at-
tempts it again; his medicine is undoubted—and on future occasions of the
kind, he stands aloof, who has once doue it in presence of the whole village.
giving an opportuuity to other young men who are ambitious to signalize
themselves in the same way.
During the memorable night of which I have just spoken, the steam-boat
remained by the side of the Mandan vitlage, and the rain that had ccm-
menced falling continued to pour down its torreuts until midaight; black
thunder roared, and livid lightning fashed until the heavens appeared to be
lit up with one unceasing and appalling glare. In this frightful moment of
consternation, a flash of lightning buried itself in one of the earth-covered
lodges of the Mandaus, and killed a beautiful girl. Here was food and
fuel fresh for their superstitions ; and a night of vast tumult and excilement
ensued. The dreams of the new-made medicine-man were troubled, and
he had drendful appreheasioas for the coming day—for he knew that he was
subject to the irrevocable decree of the chiefs and doctors, who canvass
every strange and unaceountabie event, with close and superstitious scrutiny,
and let their vengeance fall without mercy upon its immediate cause.

He looked upon his well-earned fome as likely to be withheld from him ;
and also considered that his life might perhaps be demanded es the forfeit for
this girl's death, which wouldcertainly be charged upon him. He looked upon
himself as culpable, and supposed the aceident to have been occasioned by
his criminal desertion of his post, when the steam-boat was approaching the

Morning came, and he Soon learned from some of his {riends, the
opinions of the wise men; and also the nature of the tribunal that was
preparing‘for him: he sent to the prairie for his three horses, which were
brought in, and he mounted the medicine-lodge, around which, in & few
moments, the villagers were all assembled. * My friends! (said he) I see you
all around me, and | am before you; my medicine, you see, is great—it is
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MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURL.

Mandans, 2nd whether on account of some annual celebration or not, I am
F'2 yet unable to say, though [ think such is the case; for these people
fibave many days which, like this, are devoted to festivities and amuse-
ments,
F:- Their lives, however, are lives of idleness and ease, and almost all thejr
%= days and hours are spent in innocent amusements. Amongst a people who
*have no office hours to attend to—no professions to study, and of whom
but very little time is required in the chase, to supply their families with
- food, it would be strange if they did not practice many games and amuse-
ments, and afso become exceedingly expert in them.
I have this day been a spectator of games and plays until [ am fatigued
er with looking on ; and also by lending a hand, which | have done; but with
'\; g0 little success as only to attract general observation, and as generally to
excite the criticisms and laughter of the squaws and Jittle children *
I have seen a fair exhibition of their archery this day, in a favourite
- amusement which they call the ““ game of the arrow™ (see PLATE 60), where
. the young men who are the most distinguished in this exercise, assemble
- ot the prairie at a little distance from the village, and having paid, each one,
his ¢ entrance-fee,” such as a shield, a robe, a pipe, or other article, step
forward in turn, shooting their arrows into the air, endeavouring to see
who can get the greatest number flying in the air at one time, thrown
from the same bow. For this, the number of eight or ten arrows are
elenched in the left hand with the bow, and the first one which is thrown is
elevated to such a degree as will enable it to remain the longest time possible
in the air, and while it is flying, the others are discharged as rupidly as pos-
sible; and he who succeeds in getting the greatest number up at once, is
‘“best,” and takes the goods staked. ) sy
In looking on at this amusement, the spectator is surprised ; not at the
great distance to which the arrows are actually sent; but at the quickness
'?(f.[:xing them on the string, and discharging them in succession; which
. no doubt, the result of great practice, and enables the most expert
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of them to get as many as eight arrows up before the first one N‘M:hg
ground,

For the successful use of the bow, as it is used through all this r region o
country on horseback, and that mvarlably at full speed, the great obje
practice is to enable the bowman to draw the bow with suddennes
instant effect; and also to repeat the shots in the most rapid manner
their game is k]lied from their horses’ backs while at the swiftest rate
their enemies fought in the same way; and a3 the horse is the swiftes] &n
mal of the prairie, and always able to bring his rider alongside, withif?
few paces of his victim; it will easily be seen that the ludian has litele Uie
in throwing his arrow more than a few paces; when he leans qu:r.e
on his horses side, and drives it with astonishing force, capnble ol
producing instant death to the buffalo, or any other animal in the coubtyy.
The bows which are generally in use in these regions 1 have described i ma
former Letter, and the effects produced by them at the distance of a‘few
paces is almost beyond relief, considering their length, which is’ nt :
often over three,—and sometimes not exceeding two and a haif feet, lt cai
easily be seen, from what has been said, that the Indian has little iuse (]
object in ﬂ“gwma the arrow to any great distance. And a9 it is very s sel- B
dom that they can he seen shoouug at a target, I doubt very . much
whether their skill in such practice would compare with that atwned f
to in many parts of the civilized world; but with the same weapou 2
and dashing forward at fuilest speed on the wild horse, without the ule 2
of the rein, when the shot i is requxred to be made with the most 1natan-

2mdl

more skilled, and capable of producmg more deadly effectaiwith the bow."H}

The hcses which the Indiana ride in this country are invariably the wil
horses, which are found in great numbers on the prairies; and have, u
questionably, strayed from the Mexican borders, into which they we
introduced by the Spamsh invaders of that country; and now range and
subsist themselves, in winter and summer, over the vast plains of pra.:ne
that stretch from the Mexican frontiers ta Lake Winnipeg en the North, a
distance of 3000 miles, These horses are all of small stature, of the pony
order; but a very hardy and tough animal, being able to perform for the
Indians a continual and essential service. They are taken with the oso)'Re
which is a long halter or thong, made of raw-hide, of some fifteen or twenly
yards in lenr'th and which the Indiana throw with great dexterity ; with &
nuose at one end of it, which drops over the head of the animal they wi ?'
to catch, whilst running at full speed—when the Indian dismounts from
his own horse, and holding to the end of the laso, choaks the ammal ¥
down, and afierwards tames and converts him to his own use.

Scarcely a wan in these regxons is to be found, who is not the owaer Of {2

twenty, which he vaiuea as lis owa personal property,
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.i The lndians are hard and croel masters ; and, added to their crueltiesis
‘the sin that is familiar in theé Christian world, of sporting with the limbg,
B ind the lives of these noble animals, Horse-racing here, as in 2ll more
.‘-‘e-u“ghtened communities, is one of the most exciting amusements, and oue
Bt the most extravagant modes of gambling.
{* | have been this day a spectator to scenes of this kind, which have been
K onacted i abundance, on a course which they have, just back of their
%1 village; and although | never had the least taste for this cruel amusement
B i» my own country, yet, I must say, [ have been not a little amused and
pleased with the thrilling effect which these exciling scenes have produced
amongst so wild and picturesque a group.
I have made a sketch of the ground and the group, as near as T could
" (pLate 61); shewing the manner of * starting” and “ coming out,” which
. yary a little from the customs of the krowing world; but in other respects,
« T believe, a horse-race is the same all the world over.
Besides these, many have been the amusements of this day, to which
b I have been an eye-witness ; and since writing the above, 1 lave learned
% the cause of this unusual expression of hilarity and mirth; which was no
more nor less than the safe return of a small war-party, who had been so
long out without any tidings having been received of them—that they had
long since been looked upon as sacrificed to the fates of war and lost,
This party was made up of the most distinguished and desperate young
men of the tribe, who had sallied out against the Riccarees, and taken the
most solemn oath amongst themselves never to return without achieving &
victory. They had wandered long ard faithfully about the country, fol-
lowing the trails of their enemy; when they were attacked by a numerous
party, and lost several of their men and all their harses. In this condition,
to evade the scrutiny of their enemy, who were closely investing the natural
route to their village ; they took a circuitous range of the country, to enable
them to return with their lives, to their village.
In this plight, it seems, 1 had dropped my [littie canoe alongside of them,
while descending from the Mouth of Yellow Stone to this place, not many
weeks since; where they had bivouacked or halted, to smoke and consult
on the best and safest mode of procedure. At the time of meeting them,
not knowing anything of their language, they were unable to communicate
their condition to me, and more probably were afraid to do so even if they
could have dooe it, from apprehension that we might have given some ac~
count of them to their enemies. I rested my canoe an hour or so with toed.
during which time they treated us with an indifferent reserve, yet respectfuay ;
and we passed on our way, without further information of them or their plans
tnan the sketch that I there made (pLaTE 63), and which 1 shall preserre
ana value as one of the most pleasing groups 1 ever have had the pleasure
to see. Seated on their buffalo robes, which were spread wpon the grass,
with their respective weapons laying about them, and lighting their pipesata
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LETTER—No. 21.

MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSGURL

n a splendid costume. I therein said, also, that “ this extracrdinary man,
though second in office, is undoubtedly the first and most popular man in
1+ the nation.  Free, generous, elegant, and gentlemanly in his deportment—
handsome, brave and valiant; wearing a robe on his back, with the history
of all his battles painted on it, which would fill a book of themselves if they
were properly enlarged and translated.”

1 gave you also, in another epistle, an account of the manner in which he
invited me to a feast in his hospitable wigwam, at the same time presenting
me a beautifully garnished robe; and I promised to say more of him on a
future occasion. My readers will therefore pardon me for devoling a Let-
" ter or two at this time, to a sketch of this extraordinary man, which I will
give in as brief a manner as possible, by describing the costume in which I
painted his portrait; and afterwards reciting the most remarkable incidents
of his life, as 1 had them from the Traders and the Indian agents, and after-
wards corroborated by his own words, translated to me as he spoke, whilst |
was writing them down,

The dress of Mah-to-toh-pa then, the greater part of which T have repre-
sented in Lis full-length portrait, and which I shall now describe, was pur-
chased of him after I had painted his picture ; and every article of it can be
seen in my Indian Gallery by the side of the portrait, provided I succeed in
getting them home to the civilized world without injury.

Mah-to-toh-pa had agreed to stand before me for his portrait at an early
hour of the next mornirg, and on that day I sat with my palette of colours
prepared, and waited till twelve o'clock, before he could leave his toilette
with feelings of satisfaction as to the propriety of his looks and the arrange-
ment of his eguipments; and at that time it wags announced, that ¢ bMah-ta-
toh-pa was comingin full dress!” Ilooked out of the door of the wig-
wam, and saw him approaching with a firm and elastic step, accompanied
by a great crowd of women and children, who were gazing on him with
admiration, and escorting him to my room. No tragedian ever trod the stage,
nor gladiator ever entered the Roman Forum, with more grace and manly
dignity than did Mah-to-toh-pa enter the wigwam, where I wasin readiness
to receive him. He took his attitude before me (pLaTE 64), and with the
Sternness of a Brutus and the stillness of a statue, he stood until the dark-
YUL. 1, v
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ness of night broke upon the solitsry stillness.  His dress, which way ayery
splendid one, was complete in all its parts, and consisted of a shint o;ﬁ,‘ﬁ
leggings, moccasins, head-dress, necklace, shield, bow and quiver; |
tobaceo-sack, and pipe; robe, belt, and knife; medicine-bag, tomah“
and war-ciub, ar po-ko-mo-kon, - E

The shirt, of which I have spoken, was made of two skins of the moun D
sheep, beautifully dressed, and sewed together by seams which rested upu
the arms; one skin hanging in front, upen the breast, and the other falh
down upon the back; the head being passed between them, and they falﬁng
over and resting oo the shoulders, Across each shoulder, and somewhii}; iy -
the form of an epaulette, was a beautiful band; and down each arm from' lha i
neck to the hand was a similar one, of two inches in width (and crossmg
the other at right angies on the shoulder) beautnfuily embroidered wuh
cupine quills worked on the dress, and covering the seams. To the lowe:
edge of these bands the whole way, at intervals of half an inch, were attached]
long locks of black hair, which he had taken with his own hand from. the
heads of his epemies whom he had slain in battle, and which he thus wor
asa trophy, and also as an ornament to his dress. The front and back of the
shirt were curiously garnished in several parts with porcupine quills and >
paintings of the battles he had fought, and also with representations of the A ol
victims that had fallen by his hand, The bottom of the dress was boundg r'i*‘i\i
or hemmed with ermine skins, aod tassels of ermines’ tails were suapendedj, N
from the arms and the shoulders. <o o el

The Leggings, which were made of deer skins, beautifully dressed, arf'gi,ﬁi
fitting tight to the leg, extended from the feet to the hips, and were fastene:
to a belt which was passed around the waist. These, like the shirt, bad |
similar band, worked with porcupine quills of richest dyes, passing down
the seam oa the outer part of the leg, and fringed also the whole length of of
the leg, with the scalp-locks taken fmm his enewmies” heads. ¢

The .Maccasms were of buckskin, and covered in almest every part with>
the beautiful embroidery of porcupines’ quills.

The Head-dress, which was superb and truly magnificent, consisted of a _
creat of war-eagles’ quills, gracefully falling back from the forehead over the fr-_.. 4 -5
“back past of the head, and extending quite down to his feet ; set the whole X%
way in a profusion of ermine, and surmounted on the top of the head, “lth
_the horns of the buffalo, shaved thin and highly polished.

The Necklace was made of fifty huge claws or nails of the grizzly bear,}
ingeniously arranged on the skin of an ctier, and worn, like the scalp-locks, ¥
as a trophy—as an evidence unquestionab]e, that he had contended with
and overcome that desperate enemy in open combat. dixd

His Shield was made of the hide of the buffale’ s neck,-and hardened mﬁu =4
" the glue that was taken from its hoofs ; its boss was the skinof a pole-cat, and
its edges were fringed with rows of eagles’ quills and haofs of the antelope.

His Bow was of bone, and as -.slute und beautiful as ivory; over ita back,
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'as [nid, an_d firmly attached to it, a coating of deers’ ui!m?vs, which gave
£ ils elasticity, and of course death' to all t_hat stood. tnimically before ir.
e atring was three strnn.dec.l and twisted of sinews, which many a time had
twanged and sent the whizzing death to animal and t¢ human victims.

" The Quiver was made of a paather’s skin and hung upon his back,
;lharged with its deadl;.r arrows; some were pols'oned and some were not ;
fthey were feathered with hawks’ and eagles’ quills; some were clean and

2 innocent, and pure, and others were stained all over, with animal and

‘human blood that was dried upon them. Their blades or points were of
Slipints, and some of steel ; and altogether were a deadly magazine,

. The Lance or spear was held in his left hand ; its biade was two-edged
%and of polished steel, and the blood of several human victims was seen dried
Ltypon it, one over the other; its shaft was of the toughest ash, and orna-

“mented at intervals with tufts of war-eagles’ quills,

2" His Tobacco-sack was made of the skin of an otter, and tastefully ear-
" pished with quills of the porcupine; in it was carried his &'nick-k'neck,
2 (the bark of the red willow, which is smoked as a substitute for tobacco),
it contained also his flint and steel, and spunk for lighting—

His Pipe, which was ingeniously carved out of the red steatite {or pipe-
stone), the stem of which was three feet long and two inches wide, made from
~ the stalk of the young ash; about half its length was wound with delicate
braids of the porcupine’s quills, so ingeniously wrought as to represent figures
of men and animals upon it. [t was also ornamented with the skins and beaks
of wood-peckers’ heads, and the hair of the white buffelo’s tail. The lower
half of the stem was painted red, and on its edges it bore the notches he had
Uil recorded for the snows {or vears) of his life.
ey His Robe was made of the skin of a young buffalo bull, with the fur on

one side, and the other finely and delicately dressed ; with all the battles of

his lifs emblazoned en it by his own hand.

. His Bel¢, which was of a substantial piece of buckskin, was firmly girded

around liis waist; and in it were worn his tomahawk and scalping-knife.

Ris Medicine-beg was the skin of a beaver, curiously ornamented with
hawks’ bills and ermine. It was held in lis right hand, and his po-ko-mo-

" kon (aor war-club) which was made of a round stone, tied up in a piece of

rawhide, and attached to the end of a stick, somewhat in the form of a

sling, was laid with others of his weapons at hia feet.

Such was the dress of Mah-to-toh-pa when he entered my wigwam to
stand for his picture ; but such [ have not entirely represented it in his por-
trait; having rejected such trappings and ornaments as interfered with the
grace and simplicity of the figure. He was beautitully and extravagantly
dressed ; and in this he was not alone, for hundreds of others are equally
elegant. In plumes, and arms, and ornaments, he is not singular; but in
lunrels and wreaths he stands unparalleled.  His breast has been bared
and scarred in defence of his country, and his brows crowned with honours
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that elevate him conspicuous above all of his nation. There is 20 T
amongst the Mandans so generally loved, nor any one who wears o fobe.o
Justly famed and honourable as that of Mah-to-toh-pa. . AR
I said his robe was of the skin of a young buffale bull, and that ﬂ!e
hattles of Ris life were emblazoned on it; and on a farmer occasion, that}h
presented me a beautiful robe, containing all the battles of his ht’g, Wblch
he had speni two weeks’ time in copying from his original one, which he'y
on his shoulders. )
This robe, with his tracings on it, is the chart of his military life;
when explained, wil! tell more of Mah-to-toh-pa.
Some days after this robe was presented, he called upon me with Mr, Iupp -~
the teader and interpreter for the Mandans, and gave me of each battle therg ey
pourtraved the following history, which was mterpreted by Mr. Kipp, fmm L
his own lips, and written down by wme, as we three sat upon the robe. My N
Kipp, who is a gentleman of respectability and truth ; and who has lived vmh
these people ten years, assured me, that nearly every one of these narratio

men are the mo:t Je.iloua of rank and of standing ; and in a community do
smail 2lso, that every man's deeds of honour and chivalry are famlha.tly
known to all; it would not be repatable, or even safa to life, for a warrioe
to wear upon his back the representations of battles he never had fought,;
professing to have done what every child in the village would know hé%
never had done.
So then I take the records of baitles on the robe of Mah—m toh-pa to bet
matter of historical fact; and I proceed to give them as 1 wrote them downyo2pl
from his own lips. Twelve batile-scenes are there represented, where he has **
contended with his enemy, and in which he has taken fourteen of thei "
scalps. The groups are drawn accarding to his own rude ideas of the arts; 'i’:
and 1 proceed to describe them in turn, as they were explained to me, ¥

ROBE OF MAH-TO-TOH-PA {Prar: 65).

three Riccarees, whom the Sicux chief had previously killed. The Sionx
chief is seen with war-paint black on hiz face. Mah-to-toh-pa is seen with "
the scalp of the Sioux in one hand, and his knife in the other, with his bow

and quwer lving behmd him.*

* Tha reader will see in run. 65, an nccumta drawing of this curious robe, which'’
new hangs in the Ixptax Gaitsdv, oad on the following pages, each group numbered, snd Kt
delineated on n targer scale, which are fec-simites of the drawings on the robe. . N
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" 'ty of Mandans and Shiennes. DMah-to-toh-pa is here known by his lance

Ewith eagles’ quills on it.
ks '3, A Shienne killed by Mah-to-toh-pa after Mah-to-toh-pa had been left
-‘I hlS party, badly wounded and bleeding ; the twenty-five or thirty foot-
Airacks around, represent the number of Shlenncs, who were present when
the battle took place; and the bullets"from their guns represented as flying
-1 gll around the head of Mah-to-toh-pa.

i 4. Shienne chief with war-eagle head-dress, and a beautiful shield,
s ‘omamented with eagles’ quills, killed by Mah-to-toh-pa. 1In this battle the
“wife of the Shienne rushed forward in 2 desperate manner to his assistance ;
F but arriving too late, fell a vietim. In this battle Mah-to-toh-pa obtained
* two scalps.

5. Mah-to-toh-pa, with a party of Riccarces, fired at by a party of Sioux;
the Riccarees fled—DMah-to-toh-pa dismounted and drove his horse back,
5 facing the enemy alone and killing one of them. DMah-to-toh-pa is here
represented with a beautiful head-dress of war-eagles’ quills, and one on his
FY) horse’s head of equal beauty; his shield is on hls arm, and the party ot

", Sioux is represented in front of him by the number of horse tracks.

6. The brother of Muh-to-toh-pa killed by a Riccaree, who shot him
with an arrow, and then running a lance through his body, left it there.
" Mah-to-toh-pa was the first to find his brother's body with the lance in it :
he drew the lance from the body, kept it four vears with the blood dried on
its blade, and then, aceording to his cath, killed the same Riccaree with the
same lance; the dead body of his brother is here seen with the arrow and

4

.

X F:; lance remaining in it, and the tracks of the Riccaree's horses in front.
ut s The following wus, perhaps, one of the most extraordinary exploits of this
Eg g remarkable man's life, and is well attested by Mr. Kipp, and several white
g g’. ‘:.;: - men, \v-ho were living in the Max}dan village at the time of its occurrence.
i,‘?" 5_43-'--‘: f;-- In a skirmish, near the Mandan village, when they were set upon 1_Jy their
E 3 =i ¥ enemies, the Riccarees, the brother of Mah-to-toh-pa was missing for several
i|¥ .j.“' days, when Mah-to-toh-pa found the body shockingly mangled, and a
3 ' J'c handsome spear left piercing the body through ‘the heart, The spear was
5 4¥: by him brought into the Mandan village, where it was recognized by many
: t°  asa famous weapon belonging to a noted brave of the Riccarees, by the
{" 4:. name of Won-ga-tap. This spear was brandished through the Mandan
g B ‘iliage by Mah-to-toh-pa (with the bload of his brother dried on its blade), _
H r;" crylng most pitecusly, and swearing that he would some day revenge the . )
¥ = death of his brother with the same weapon.
‘: ) 2 It is almost an incredible fact, that he kept this spear with great care in
L 3 his wigwam for the space of four years, in the fruitless expectation of an
§_, t_ opportunity to use it upon the breast of its owner; when his indignant
.‘:r i soul, impatient of further delay, buist forth in the most uncontroulable
s.i" X frenzy and fury; he again brandished it through the village, and said, that
]? the blood of his brother's heart which was seen on its blade was yet fresh,
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*and called fondly for revenge. v Let every Mandan (sald he) be silegt?
let no one sound the name “of Mali-ta-toh-pa—let no one ask for h,m,
where he has gone, until you hear him sound the war-cry in frtml‘“
village, when he will enter it and shew you the blood of Won ‘
The blade of this Tance shall drink the heart’s blood of Won-ga-t
Mah-to-toh-pa mingles bis shadow with that of his brother. Yo A
With this he aallled forth from the village, and over the plains, :h lhe
lance in his hand; his direction was towards the Riccarce village, aig? )
eyes were upon him, though none dared to speak till he disappeared 1oy et
the distant grassy blofls. He travelled the distance of two hundred mllu
entirely alone, with a little parclied corn in his pouch, making his marcl'm
by night, and Jaying secreted by days, until he reached the Riccaree v1l|a,gq
where (being acquainted with its shapes and its habits, and knowing’thell
position of the wigwam of his doomed enemy) he loitered about in dlsgm;e
mingling himself in the obscure throng; and at last, silently and alona,
observed through the rents of the wigwam, the last motions and movemenu
of his victim, as he retired to bed with his wile : he saw him light his Tay}
pipe and smake it “ to its end”—he saw the lagt whitf, and saw t.he last curl
of blue smoke that faintly steeped from its bowl—he saw the vnllage
awhile in darkness and silence, and the embers that were covered in the
middle of the wigwam gane nearly out,and the last fickering light which had ¥
been gently playing over them; when he walked sofily, but not siyly, into th“S
wigwam and seated himself by the fire, over which was hanging a large pot 28
with a quantity of cooked meat remainieg in it; and Yy the side of the fire,33 B
the pipe and tobacco-pouch which had just been used ; and knowing thafy X
the twilight of the wigwam was not sufficient to disclose the features of his L*:n:
face to his enemy, he very deliberately turned to the pot and completelyy
satiated the desperate appetite, which he had got in a journey of six
seven days, with listle or nothing to eat; and then, as deliberately, charged
and lighted the pipe, and sent (no doubt, in evedy whiff that he drew
through its stem) a prayer to the Great Spmt for a moment longer for the?
consynunation of his design. Whilst eanng and smoking, the wife of his 7}
victim, while laying in bed, several times enquired of her husband, what
man it was who was cating in their lodge ? to which, he as many times E
replied, ** [t's no matter ; let him eat, for he is probably hungry.”
Mah-to-toh-pa knew full well that his appearance would cause no other
reply than this, fram the dignitary of the nation; for, from an invariable =¥
custom amongst these Northern Indians, any one who is bungry is allowed ‘5
to walk into any man's lodge and eat.  Whilst smoking, his last gentie and
tremalous whiffs on the pipe, Mah-to-tohzpa (leaning back, and turning i':,,
gradually on his side, to get a better view of the position of his enemy, and 22y
to see a litile more dzstmctly the shapes of things) stirred ~ the embers %
with his toes (readers, ] had every word of this from bis own lips, and ’;.
every attitude and gesture acted out with his own hmbs), until he saw his

3 p T Catlin
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';;37 was clear; at which moment, with his lance in his hands, he rose and
';Irﬂ;\’e it through the body of his enemy, and snatching the scalp from his

{head, he darted from the lodge—and quick as lightning, with the lancs in Ji
% "¢ hand, and the scalp in the other, made his way to the prairic! The
}‘illnge was in an uproar, but he was off, and no one knew the encmy who

'had struck the blow. DMah-to-toh-pa ran all night, aund lay close during

g ‘the days ; thanking the Great Spirit for strengthening his heart and his

¥ varm to this noble' revenge ; and prayed fervently for a continuance of his |
4 2.l and protection till he should get back to his own village. His prayers L;
) ;]'were heard ; and on the sixth morning, at sunrise, Mah-to-toh-pa descended + !

the bluffs, and entered the village amidst deafening shouts of applause,
- while he brandished and shewed to his peopl'e the blade of his lance, with
’f'the blood of his victim dried upon it, over that of his brother; and the
{:sc:ﬂp of Won-ga-tap suspended from its handle

- Such was the feat represented by Mah-to-toh-pa on his robe—and the
. lance, of which I have just spoken, is seen in the hand of his portrait, which
" will stand in my Gallery, and of which I have thus formerly spoken :—
~ « The lance or spear of Mah-to-toh-pa, when he stood for his portrait, was
.~ held in his left hand ; its blade was two-edged, and of polished steel, and the
¥ blood of several human victims was seen dried upon its surface, one over
= the other; its shaft was of the toughest ash, and ornamented at intervals
- with tufts of war-eagle’s quills.”

¢ In the portrait, of which I am speaking, there will be seen an eagle’s
% quill balanced on the hilt of the lance, severed from its original position,
*r ‘and loose from the weapon. When 1 painted his portrait, he brought that
= quill to my wigwam in his left hand, and earefully balancing it on the lance,
£7 ag seen in the painting ; he desired me to be very exact with it, to have it
*  appear as separate from, and unconnected with, the lance; and to represent

i aspot of blood which was visible upon it, [ indulged him in his request,

vrlﬁ and then got from him the following explanation :—*¢ That quill (said he)

- ' is great medicine! it belongs to the Great Spirit, and not to me—when I was

‘_ running out of the lodge of Won-ga-tap, I looked back and saw that quill

2 hanging to the wound in his side ; I ran back, and pulling it out, brought

k; it home in my left hand, and I have kept it for the Great Spirit to this day!”

il “Why do you not then tie it on to the lance again, where it came off ?”

% - *“Hush-sh (said he), if the Great Spirit had wished it to be tied on in

%-  that place, it never would have come off; he has been kind to me, and [

% will not offend him.”
: 7. A Riccaree killed by Mah-to-toh-pa in revenge of the death of a white
*.,  man killed by a Riccaree in the Fur Traders’ Fort, a short time previous.

i 8. Mah-to-toh-pa, or four bears, kills 2 Shienne chief, who challenged him

o to single combat, in presence of the two war-parties ; they fought on horse-

. % back with guns, until Mah-to-toh-pa’s powder-horn was shot away ; theythen

i _ 1§E fought with bows and arrows, until their quivers were emptied, when they

L3 ‘
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T
Mah-to-toh-pa had left his; they struggled for the knife, which i\Iah-to-tdKfE;‘r%i,_ '
wrested from the Shienne, and killed him with it; in the strugglef‘th‘é} .
blade of the knife was several times drawn through the hand of Mah-to /i, -
pa., and the blood is seen running fram the wound. ) S e

This extraordinary occurrence also, was one which admits of, and d,esew"é{; . -
a miore elaborate description, which 1 will here give as it was Lranslé%%}
from his own lips, while he sat upon the robe, pointing to his painting of it5;-
and at the same time brandishing the identical krife which he drew from )
his belt, as he was shewing how the fatal blow was given; and exhibzl‘é: C
g the wounds inflicted in his hand, as the blade of the knife was severalh.t
times drawn through it before he wrested it from his antagonist. K

A party of about 150 Shienne warriors had made an assault upon thexs
Mandan village at an early hour in the morning, and driven off a consider.
able number of harses, and taken one scalp. Mah-to-toh-pa, who wa’% L4
then a young man, but famed as one of the most valiant of the Mandans s -
took the lead of a party of fifty warriors, all he could at that time must'er,gi, .
and went in pursuit of the enemy ; about noon of the second day, they ¥
came in sight of the Shiennes; and the Mandans seeing their enemy much
more numerous than they had expected, were generally disposed to turn
about and return without attacking them. They started to go back, when 7%
Mah-to-toh-pa galloped out in front upon the. prairie, .and plunged his %i:
lance into the ground ; the blade was driven into the earth to its hilt--he &~
made another circuit around, and in that circuit tore from his breast his
reddened sash, which he hung upon its Dhandle as a flag, calling out to
the Mandans,  What ! have we come ta this ? we have dogged our enemy
two days, and now when we have found them, are we to turn about and go -3 2.2
back like cowards? Mah-to-toh-pa's lance, which is red with the blood of ?@e"“t
brave men, has led you to the sight of your enemy, and you have followed it; )
it now stands firm in the ground, where the earth will drink the blaad of Mah-
to-toh-pa ! you may all go back, and Mah-to-toh-pa will fight them alone!”

Druring this manceuvre, the Shiennes, who had discovered the Mandans
behind them, had turned about and were gradually approaching, in order to 3
give them battle ; the chief of the Shienne war-party seeing and under- |
standing the difficulty, and admiring the gallant condact of Mah-to-toh-pa,
galloped his horse forward within hailing distanee, in front of the Mandans, °
and called owt to know “ who he was who had stuck down his lance and .
defied the whole enemy alone 27 - -

“§ am Mah-to-toh-pa, second in command of the brave and valiant -
Mandans.” B )

* 1 have heard often of Mah-to-toh-pa, he is a great warrior-—dares ~
Mah-to-toh-pa to come forward and fight this battle with me alone, and our « "%
warriors wili look on 7' - _ '

“1s he a chief who speaks to Mah:to-toh-pa?”




163

u My scalps you see hanging to my horse’s bits, and here is my lance
- vith the ermine skins and the war-cagle’s tail 1™
B« You have said enough.”
B -The Shienne chief made a circuit or two at full gallop on a beautiful white
- horse, when he struck his lance into the ground, and left it standing by the
- ‘ side of the lance of Mah-to-toh-pa, both of which were waving together
Kt heir little red flags, tokens of blood and defiance.

Plumed chiefs, at full speed, drove furiously upon gach other! both firing
L their guns at the same moment, They passed each other a little distance
and wheeled, when Mali-to-toh-pa drew off his powder-horn, and by hold-
ing it up, shewed his adversary that the bullet had shattered it to pieces
;- and destroyed his ammunition ; he then threw it from him, and his gun
. also—drew his bow from his quiver, and an arrow, and his shield upon his
left arm! The Shienne instantly did the same; Ais horn was thrown off,
and his gun was thrown into the air—his shield was balan¢ed on his arm-—
his bow drawn, and quick as lightning, they were both on the wing for a
deadly combat! Like two soaring eagles in the open air, they made their
circuits around, and the twangs of their sinewy bows were heard, and the -
war-whoop, as they dashed by each other, parrying off the whizzing arrows
with their shields! Some lodzed in their legs and others in their arms;
but both protected their odies with thetr bucklers of bull's hide. Deadly
and many were the shafts that fled from their murderous bows. At length
the horse of Mah-to-toh-pa fell to the ground with an arrow in his heart!
his rider sprang upon his feet prepared to remew the combat; but the
Shienne, seeing his adversary dismounted, sprang from his horse, and driving
Dim back, presented the face of his shield towards his enemy, inviting him
to come on !—a faw shots more were exchanged thus, when the Shienne,
having discharged all his arrows, held up his empty quiver and dashing it
furiously to the ground, with his bow and his shield; drew and brandished
his naked knife !
“Yes!” said Mah-to-toh-pa, as he threw his shield and quiver to'the
¢arth, and was rushing up—he grasped for his knife, but his belt had it not;
he had left it at home! his bow was in his hand, with which he parried his
antagonist’s blow and felled him to the ground! A desperate struggle now
ensued for the knife— the blade of it was several times drawn throuch the
right hand of Mah-to-toh-pa, inflicting the most frightful wounds,while he was
geverely wounded in several parts of the body. He at length succeeded how-
ever, in wresting it from his adversary’s hand, and plunged it to his heart.
By this time the two parties had drawn up in close view of each other,
" and at the close of the battle, Mah-to-toh-pa held up, and claimed in deadly
silence, the knife and scalp of the noble Shienne chief.® -

* This celebrated weapon_ with the blood of seversl rictima dried upon its blade, now
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The two parties then drew nearer, on a beautiful prairie, and the two full- |
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MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURI
Thank God, it is over, that [

will for awhilg by - Ou! “ ﬁarribi!e visu—et mira.bile dictu!”
e/ MY Lave seen it, and am able to tell it to the world.
The annual religious ceremony, of four days, of which I have so often
spoken, and which I have so long been wishing to see, has at last been en-
acted in this village; and I have, fortunately, been able to see and to under-
stand it in mast of its bearings, which was more than | had reason to expect;
- for no white man, in all probability, has ever been bLefore admitted to the
medicine-lodge during these most remarkable and appalling scenes.
Well und truly has it been said, that the Mandans are a strange aund
peceliar people ; and most correctly had 1 been informed, that this was an
important and interesting scene, by those who had, on former oceasions,
witnessed such parts of it as are trausacted out of doors, and in front of the
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medicine-lodge. -
Since the date of my last Letter, I was lucky enough to have painted

the medicine-man, who was high-priest on this grand occasion, or conductor
of the ceremonies, who had me regularly installed doctor or # medicine;”
aud who, on the morning when these grand refinements in mysteries comn-
menced, took me by the arm, and led me into the medicine-lodye, where the
Fur Trader, Mr. Kipp, and his two clerks accompanied me in close atten-
dance for four days: all of us going to our own quarters at sun-down, and

behind higm, ;
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returning again at sun-rise the next morning.
! took my sketch-book with me, and have made many and faithful

drawings of what we saw, and full notes of everything as translated to me

by the interpreter; and since the close of that horrid and frightful scene,

which was a week azo or more, 1 have been closely ensconced in an earth-

covered wigwam, with a fine sky-light over my head, with my palette and
brushes, endeavouring faithfully-to put the whole of what we saw upon
canvass, which my companions all agree to be critically correct, and of the
fidelity of which they have attached their certificates to the backs of— ‘the
paintings. 1 have made four paintings of these strange scenes, containing
several hundred figures, representing the transactions of each day ;- and if [
live to get them home, they will be found to be exceedingly curious and
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eine-house of these sceneg ome account of them, of il .111&53 people living in a climate where they suffer from cold iu the severity

£e something axt; as [ woulq have . the it~ SN For (heir winters, have very nalurally reversed our ideas of Heaven and Flell,
evotion ; . ‘at § ’ expaa - ke latter they describe tobe a country very far to the north, of barren and
i ’ hideous aspect, und covered with eternal snows and ice. The torments of
Bhis freezing place they describe as most excruciating ; whilst Heaven they
uPpOSE to be ina warmer and delightful latitude, where nothing is felt but the
fjecuest enjoyment, and where the country abounds in buffaloes and other
W[ curies of life.  The Great or Good Spirit they believe dwells in the former
A filace for the purpose of there meeting those who have offended him : increas-
10 describe jt, t & fing Rb3ing the agony of their sufferings, by being himself present, administering
thf_-n, 8s I believe ¢ ; . .“Fr o iihe penalties.  The Bad or Evil Spirit they at the same time suppose to
v held in their medic - reside in Paradise, still tempting the happy; and those who have gone to the
for severg) disti : y P egions of punishment they believe to be tortured for a time proportioned to
3 and after which . shajl) ' the amount of their transgressions, and that they are then to be transferred
' to the land of the happy, where they are again liable to the temptations of
L. the Evil Spirit, and answerable again at a future period for their new
hglou";ﬂm G et offences.
S (as wil| ".3';._ Sucli is the religious creed of the Mandang, and for the purpose of ap-
L T ; peasing the Good and Evil Sgirits, and to secure their entrance into those
¢ fields Elysian,” or beautiful hunting grounds, do the young men subject
. themselves to the horrid and sickening cruelties to be described in the fol-
fature eXiste ;‘;’:Gd the!.n istinet N -, - > lowing pages. ., . .
. = tXistence » an Eyji . e % There are other three distinct oljects (vet to be named) for which these
religious veremonies are held, which are as follow :—

First, they are held annually as a celebration of the event of the subsid-
ing of the Flood, which' they call Mee-nee-ro-ku-ha-skha, (sinking down or
settling of the waters.)

J L ) 3 Secondly, for the purpuse of dancing what they call, Bel-lokek-na-pic

them, ’ . ﬂﬂgeszngmp‘-“a‘- - g (the‘ bull-dance}; to the strict ubse.-rv:mce of .wluch they atuibute the

IF from g ) vartety Ak | coming of buffaloes to supply them with foqd dur.mg the season; and

Scurities an eir Superstitions gpq their - Tl:frdly and Jasily, for the purpose of conducting all the young men of
mysteries thrgywy over 'gnorance, there are oi‘t- - i the tribe, as they anvually arrive 10 the age of manhood, through en ordeal
€OTY itself, whiol is eve and aroung their syster o Entimes gp. 425 e of privation and torture, which, while it is supposed to harden their muscles
Ot correct, hoq this my hry“’here essentially the ﬂa:n}Et these affiet R ; and prepare them for extreme endurance, enables the chiefs who are specta-
» that they WOrsh?p o commang the admy ¢ —and which, ac! tors to the scene, to decide upon their comparative bodity surength and

it
The‘ Mﬂndans

hE tﬂ-besy

. L
existence of 5 ' as | hape

With greqt sfncen'u,, and ’ . k. . ability to endure the extreme privations and sufferings that often fall to the
i : lots of Indian warriors; and that they may decide who is the most hardy

of a Gregg (or Good) S piy; ; and best able to lead a war-party in case of extreme exigency.
OHg before the Gogd SP-“-!I' and : - This part of tb:e ceremony, as | have just witnessed it, is truly shocking
tate of ef;'l_"“t: and - 48 - to behold, and \\:1]5 almost stagger the belief of: the world when they reud o
and—(so ;ttmce, ) g : it, Tlxe scene is 100 terrible and too revc?ltmg. to be seen or to l:!e't'old,
shmenty o all YR RieE: were it not an essential part ?f a wh_ole, which will be new to the civilizced

are not worll, and therefore worth their knowing.

: The Lull-dance, and many other parts of these ceremonies are excecd-

belieye in the o
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ho they say
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ingly grolesgue and amusing, and that part of them whiclh
the Deluge is harmless and ful] of interest,
_In the centre of the Manda

% their earth-covered wigwams, and all were screaming, and dogs were howling,
and all eyes directed to the prairies i‘n the \Ve.zs‘t, where was behe}d at a mile
" distant, & solitary individual descending a prairie bluff, and making his way
in a direct line towards the village! ) _
: , The whole community joined in the general expression of great alarm, as if
N E?Ch orher as they can w l 1R they were in danger of Instant destruction ; bows were strung and thrumed
P ' ) ; to Zest their elas:icitv—their horses were caught upon the prairie and run
In the middle of this ground, which is trodden like 5 hard pavement. ; S _I into the village —warriors were blackening their faces, and dogs were muzzled,
curb (somewhat like a largé hogshead standing on its end) made of f ,-k ' " and every pr:paration made, as if for instant combat
(and bound with hoops), some eight or nine feet high, which they reli F;oz::n‘f_s © During this deafening din and confusion within the piquets of the village
which they el e b e Jear, free from mark or scrm&% Ff" 4 of the Mandans, the figure discovered on the prairie continued to approach
\Ylm:h they call the « big i lic rEPres;:?tq '- o 3 with a dignified step and in a right line towards the village; all eyes were
l ident 58 upon him, and he at length made hiy appearance (withoyt opposition) within
: . the piquets, and proceeded towards tho.z centre of.the VI“i\gE., w‘here all l!‘lfi
: i peérpetuate by 2 A chiefs and braves stood ready to receive hl.l'l'{, wht.ch they did in a cordia
iti : . the mind i This object of IR manner, by shaking hands with him, recognizing him as an old acquaintance,
point of the whle ey en 0T is the rallying & ek and pronouncing his name Nu-mokk-muck-a-nah (the first or only man).
B a1 hole nation, ous occas)iron: v o The body of thisostrano-e personage, which was chiefly naked, was painted with
" reasr_s. e s exen and in this BXtraordinary % white clay, soasto res:mble at a little distance, a white man ; he wore a robe of
and cruelties, as 1 shail - four white wolf skins falling back over his shoulders; on his .head he had a
rth bearing in mind, and splendid head-dress made of two ravens’ skins, and in his left hand Le
cautiously carried a large pipe, which he se'emed to wz:uch and guard as
something of great importance. After passing the chiefs e'md braves as
. described, he approached the medicine or mystery lodge, Wth!’l lie had the
hich j : record of days or weeks), |13 Ry . means of opening, and which had be.er! rell%-;io‘usly closed during the year
willow leaves under thenl;awklc}lf l]s de_s:gnated by the .f““ e"Paﬂ_Sion of the -3 ! except for the performance of L}1ese rehglous' Tites. 1 " e
“the twig th ird beoue b ver; for aFCOrdlng to th'?lr tradition, - 432§ Having opened and entered it, h(‘i‘ called in four men whom he appointe
o leavesonit aa ¢ | ught home was a illow bough, o had full. .= to clean it' out, and put it in readiness for the ceremonies, by sweeping it

5ro:!vn leavt}a]s_ onit,” and the bird to which they allude, is themourning or tur- and strewing a profusion of green willow-boughs over its floor, and with
e-dove, which they took great pains to point out tg me, asitis often to pe

as the very centre of the village
To it their devotions are paid on vari
cises during the Yyear ;

s of their mysteries

i , becomes an object wo
worthy of being understood,

This exciting and appalling scene, then, which is

correctly) called the fnmlllarly (and no doubt )

Mandan religious ceremony,” commences, not on-g
r, (for these People keep no

- seen feeding on the sides of their earth-covered ledges, and which, being, a¢
=)

they call it, & medicine-bird, is not to be destroyed or harmed by any one
and even their dogs are inst ,

we were
¢ g of the women, and bark-
1f-an enemy were actually storming their village, .
(exclaimed mineg host, as he Eprang from the table,)
§ commenced '—drop your kaife apd fork, Monst.
ook a3 soon as possible, that

ing and howling of dogs, as
“ Now we have jt 1"

the grand ceremony ha

and get your sketch-b

for the Very moment

strange affajr.”

Instant in front

to take place,

them decorating its sides. Wild sage also, and many other aromatic herbs
they gathered from the prairies, and scattered over its floor; and over Lhese_
were arranged a curious group of buffalo and human skulls, and other
articles, which were to be used during this strange and unacconntable trans-
action. i . )
During the whole of "this day, and while these preparations were making
in the medicine-lodge, Nu-mohk-muck-a-nah (the first or only man}) tra\:el-
-led through the willage, stopping in front of every man's lodge, and crying
until the owner of the lodge came out, and asked who he was, and Wl"la.t
was the matter ? to which he replied by relating the sad‘ catastrophe which
had happened on the earth’s surface by the overﬂc_)wmg of tlu? watf:'s,
'saving that ““he was the only person saved frorn t!le universal calumity : that
he landed his big cance on a high mountain in the west,.where he nodw
resides ; that he had come to open the medicine-lodge, \\‘rhlch.must m‘e;: 8
receive a present of some edged-tool from the owner of evéry wigwam, that

.
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lt":;my be sacrificed to the water; for he says, ““if this is not do‘ E‘{:
will be an?lher flood, and no one will be saved, as it was with iy !l?‘gm
that the big cance was made.” much ook
]mvl-ilavmg visited every lodge or wigwam in the village, during the d; g
: ng;e:i:lened such a present at each, as a hatchet, a knife &e (w}{" ain.'
d ", ; )
undoubtedly always prepared and ready for the accasion}, he retyr, Ké]} :
. - y b ’
fI:emfntg and deposited them in the medicine-lodge, where they remuined?e R
- the afternoen of the last c!ay of the ceremony, when, as the final of cl lg,fyzlgl
;cenf,- they were thrown into the river in a deep place, from g bank 33'.’.‘3
. - '
beet high, azd mdpresence of the whole.village; from whence they can g lﬁ!
€ recovered, and where they were, ur , i o
1doul TR
the Morer Y » _ned]y, sacrificed to the Spmt_gg
During the first nicht i e ¢
of th i i s
o teﬁ, e e ]b " 1s strange character in the village, no on‘é"
and il o slept ; kand every person, hoth old and young, and dog-s:,
10gs were Kept within doors, and dead s; i ¢
whers : . , ead silence rejrned eve
v ang:; ti)e Eex}t. morning al sunrise, however, he made his ﬂappearang
s ntered the medicine-lodge ; and i i ‘ :
3 ] : at his heels (in  fug; YIRPS
= ‘ . e nawn fife"
- 51ngén?dﬁle, one following in another's tracks) all the young menj ;,“"ﬁ
Té candidates for the self-tortures which were to be inflicted § e
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= pye, saying “ that he was gomg back to the mountains in the west, from
- whence he should assuredly return in just a year from that time, to open the
- Jodge again.” He then went out of the lodge, and passing through the

village, took formal leave of the chiefs in the same manner, and soon dis-
appeared over the bluffs from whence he came. No more was seen of this
gurprising character during the occasion ; but I shall have something yet to

' gay of him and his strange office before I get through the Letter.

To return to the lodge,—the medicine or mystery-man just appointed,
and who had received his injunctions from Nu-mohk-muck-a-nah, was left
sole conductor and keeper ; and according to those injunctions, it was his
duty to lie by a small fire in the centre of the lodge, with his medicine-pipe
in his hand, crying to the Great Spirit incessantly, watching the young
men, and preventing entirely their escape from the lodge, and all commu-
nication whatever with people outside, for the space of four days and nights,
during which time they were not allowed to eaf, to drink, or to sleep,
preparatory to the excruciating self-tortures which they were to endure on
the fourth day.

I entioned that I had made four paintings of these strange scenes, and
the first one exhibits the interior of the medicine-lodge at this moment;
with the young men all reclining around its sides, and the conductor or
wystery-man lying by the fire, crying to the Great Spirit (praTe 66). It was
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“ho eﬂteled the lStS, aﬂd as the went mto l]le sﬂCIEd lodge, Each ones

hod H . . .
¥ was chiefly naked, and covered with clay of different colours ; some ™ just at this juncture that I was ushered into this sacred temple of their

worship, with my companions, which was, undoubtedly, the first time that

-y
it

w
-l}:::] N:Eé u;];e?a:ﬁre )’e:‘low, and some were covered with white clay, giving 5 ¢
right hand his medigiiaeob white men.  Each one of them carried in hig ,: :' their'devo'tic{ns bad ever been trespassed upon t.)y the presence of pale faces ; *
in bis left hand L. bo“: agil—on his ieft arm, hl.s shield of the bull’s hige— # A and in this instance had been brought about in the following strange and
When all haé enterad :1; !a;rows, with his quiver slung on his back. - % ;. unexpected maner. . - -
tures around its. sides ar:d odge, they placed themseives in reclining pos- ‘I’: ! I had most !uckll)_r for myself, pamted. a full-length portrait of this great
respective weapons and’ y d.e_ach one ha‘d suspended over his head hig . o magician or _hlgh-.pr:est, but 2 day previous to the commencement of the
wild and picturesque s'(‘Pnee iictie, presenting altogether, one of the most ;i=gpape ¢ ceremonies (in wlhxch I. had represented him in th.? performance of some of
N“'mohk-muck-a-na]; Shlmﬂgmab!e. . ’ T 1 his mysteries), with which be bad been so exceedingly pleased as wg!l as
and having lit and sm ((it h('! first c_)r'only. man) was in the midst of them, _}'k-; 3 ast‘ox:lished (as “ he _cou[disee its eyes move”), t}'mt I must needs. be, in his
addressed them 1y She is medmmg-prpe for their success; and having LT D opinion, deeply s‘kllled in magic ?.nd Jmysteries, and well-entitled to a
trust to the Great § ir'(t)rft: 31;;’?‘-‘}1. Stlm}tlnting and encouraging them *p -, * § respe'ctable ra-nk in the crait, to which I h\ad beu?n‘ 'at. once elevated by the
were about to pass thfoulcrh‘-)rh '8 protection during the severe ordeal they T AW unanimous voice of the doctors, and regularly initiated, and styled Te-ko-
gh; he called into the lodge an old medicine or -+ 33 pee-neg-wash-ee-waska-pooska, the white medicine (or Spirit) painter.
g With this very honourable degree which had just been conferred upon

mystery-man, whose hody w .
: & ¥ was paitted yeliow, and whom- he . ol
master of cer i . . oty » and whom-he appointed 4 .. . .
language 0 k‘::wnfs]'i’""“gkthls occasion, whom they denominatedpﬁ] theie 55 : me, | was standing in front of the medicine-lodge early in the morning,
“Ree-pah Ka-se-kuk (keeper or ¢ their <SG _ N . . . . .
onductor of the ceremoni with ‘'my companions by my side, endeavouring to get a peep, if possible,
; onies). ‘ L N . . :

) into its sacred interior ; when this master of ceremonies, guarding and con-

He w i ;
’“Edic?;&:lif: “«:tfciv'h?n}d ;,he nuthority passed by the presentation of the 35
conductine all' thes 'cli they consider hangs all the power of holding and B i ducting its secrets, as I before described, came out of the door and taking
After th?s de]eﬁ,.;:t r(llles. , : e : me with a firm professional affection by the arm, led me into this sanctum
man ; Nu-mohk-u ek authority had thug passed over to the medicines: -:j.7 3 sanctorum, which was strictly guarded from, even a peep or a gaze from the
muck-a-nah ghook hands with him, and bade him good e 3 | vulgar, by a vestibule of eight or ten feet in length, guarded with a double
B - 13: | el screen or door, and two or three dark and frowning centinels with spears
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or war-clubs in their hands. I gave the wink to my companions as 1 Y, NRRREE
passing in, and the potency of my medicine was such as to gain them a'qﬁi'et .
\dmission, and all of us were comfortably placed on elevated séats, whizh
our conductor scon prepared for us. -
We were then in full view of everything that transpired in the lodge:
having before us the scene exacﬂy, which is represenbed in the frst of th(Q
four pictures. To this ‘seat we returned every morning at sunrise, andfg- i
mained until sun-down for four days, the whole time which these strange TR
scenes oceupied, ' xt.% .
In addition to the preparations and nrrangements of the interior of this) Tl
sapctuary, 8s above described, there was a curious, though a very strict %,
arrarigement of buffulo and humaa skulls placed on the floor of the lodge
and between them (which were divided into two parcels), and in froat of
the reclining group of young candidates, was a smail and very delicate)) i}
seaffold, elevated about five feet from the ground, made of four posts o

crotches, not larger than » gun-tod, and placed some four or five feet apart,‘-{'\'
1
3

supporting four equally delicate rods, resting in the crotehes ; thus forming®
the frame of the scaffold, which was completed by a number of still smaller
and mare delicate sticks, transversely resting upon them. On the centre of ;
this lictle frame rested soine smail object, which I could not exactly under-,
stand from the distance of twenty or thirty teet which intervened between it 'y
and my eye. I started several times from my seat to approach it, but ali
eyes were instantly upon me, and every mouih in the assembly sent forth a -
bush—sh——1! which brought me back te my seat again; and [ at length
quieted my stifled curiosity as well as I could, upon learning the fact, that .
80 sacred was that object, and 20 impertant its secrets or mysteries, that not
I alone, but even the young men, who were passing the ordeal, and all the
village, save the conductor of the mysteries, were stopped from approaching
it, or knowing what it was.

This little mystery-thing, whatever it was, had the appearance from where
I sat, of a small tortoise or frog lying on its back, with its head and legs
quite extended, and wound and tasselled off with exceedingly delicate red
and blue, and vellow vibbons or tassels, and other bright eoloured orna-
ments ; and seemed, from the devotions paid to it, to be the very nucleus of
their mysteries—the sanctissimus sanetorum, from which seemed to emanate
all the sanctity of their proceedings, and to which, all seemed to be paying
the highest devotional respect. ) :

This strange, yet important essence of their mysteries, I made every
enquiry about; but got no further information of, than what I could learn . .%
by my eyes, at the distance at which [ saw it, and from the silent respect oy
which I saw paid to it. ] tried with the doctors, and all of the Jrateraity . . ool . ol TR iy iy
answered me, that that was * great medigine,” assuring me that it ' could: ihg o Y +5 e LI gi&ﬁ%. hors
not be told.” So I quicted my curiosity as well as I could, by the full A ; A SR eSS e
conviction that [ had a degree or two vet to take before I could fathom all

#
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.- he orcana of Indian superstitions; and that this little, seewingly wondesful,

~*relic of antiquity, symbol of some grand event, or * secret too valuable to

be told,” might have been at last nothing but a silly bunch of strings and

. toys, to which they pay some great peculiar regard; giving thereby to some

favourite Spirit or essence an ideal existence, and which, when called upon
1o describe, they refuse to do s0, calling it ¢ Great Medicine,” for the very

reason that there is nothing in it to reveal or describe.

Immediately under the litle frame or scaffold described, and on the floor
of the lodge was placed a knife, and by the side of it a bundle of splints
or skewers, which were kept in readiness for the infliction of the cruelties
directly to be explained. There.were seen also, in this stage of the affair,
a number of cords of rawhide hanging down from the top of the lodge, and
passing through its roof, with which the young men were to be suspended
by the splints passed through their flesh, and drawn up by men placed en
the top of the lodge for the purpose, as will be described in a few mo-
ments.

There were also four articles of great veneration and importance lying on
the floor of the lodge, which were sacks, containing in each some three or
four gallons of water, These also were cbjects of superstitious regard, and
made with great labour and much ingenuity ; each cne of them being con-
structed of the skin of the buffulo’s neck, and most elaborately sewed to-
gether in the form of a large tortoise lying on its back, with a bunch of
eagle’s quilis appended to it a3 a tail; and each of them having a stick,
shaped like a drum-stick, Ising on them, with which, in a subsequent stage
of these ceremonies, as will be seen, they are beaten upon by several of
their mystery-men, as a part of the music for their strange dances and mys-
teries. By the side of these sacks which they call Eeh-teeh-ka, are two
other articles of equal importance, which they call Eeh-na-dee (rattles), in
the form of a gourd-shell made also of dried skins, and used at the
same time as the others, in the music (or rather roise and din) for their.
dances, &c. )

These four sacks of water have the appearance of very great antiquity;
and by enquiring ef my very ingenious friend and patron, the medicine-man,
after the ceremonies were over, he very gravely told me, that ¢ those four
torivises contained the waters from the four quarters of the world—that
these waters had been contained therein ever since the setiling down of
the waters 1" I did not think it best to advance any argument against so
ridiculous a theory, and therefore could not even enquire or learn, at what
peried they had been instituted, or how often, or on what occasions, the
water in them had been changed or replenished.

I"made several propositions, through my friend Mr. Kipp, the trader and
interpreter, to purchase one of these strange things by offering them a very
liberal price; to which 1 received in answer/that these, and all the very
numerous articles vsed in these eeremonies, being a sociely property were
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medicine, and could not be sold for any consideration; so { abandonéd,gh"ﬂ’h}
thoughts of obtaining anything, except what I have done by the me J;';;;GF
operation of my pencil, which was applied to everything, and even ipogp.-"-
that they Jooked with dectded distrust and apprehension, as a sact of théfty ™~
“or sacrilege. AN

Such then was the group, and such the appearance of the interior of ﬂ_f_e?; -7
medicine-lodge during the three first, and part of the fourth day also, of they-*
Mandan religions ceremonies. The medicine-man with a group about hi::t%,‘; : . fod 2 Niees
of young aspirants who were under his sole controul, as was every articldit™ s, - § A HaR S o SR At L
and implement to be used, and the sanctity of this solitary and gloomyz” 4 | ’ ‘"ﬁ 3@{3“%&"@, N7
Jooking place, which could not be trespassed upon by acy man’s presencie,ﬁ;f"ﬁ AL @é:;t_«:-:.\
without his most sovereign permission. B -

During the three first days of this solemn conclave, there were many very L} w7 )

curious {orms and amusements enacted in the open area in the middle of thgg;‘“ Ty
village, and in front of the medicine-lodge, by other members of the cotu'-'{;; -
munity, one of which formed a material part or link of these strange ceres 7).
moniale. This very curious and exceedingly grotesque part of their perform- 3N .-
ance, which they denominated Bel-lohck nah-pick (she bull-dance) of which
1 have before spoken, as one of the avowed objects for which they held this
ennual féte; and to the strictest observance of which they attribute the
coming of buffaloes to supply them with food during the season—is repeated
four times during the first day, eight times on the secoud day, twelve times
"“ga the third day, and sixteen times on the fourth day; and always around
the curh, or “ big cance,” of which | have before spoken.
This subject | have selected for my second picture, and the principal actors - S
in it were eight men, with the entire skins of buffaloes thrown over their |
backs, with the horns and hoofs and tails remaining on; their bedies in a’
herizontal pasition, enabling them to imitate the actions of the buifalo,
whilst they were looking out of its eyes as through a mask {erats 67).
The bodies of these men were chiefly naked and ail painted in the most
extraordinary manner, with the nicest adherence to exaet similarity; their
limbs, bodies and faces, being in every part covered, either with black, red,
or white paint. Fach one of these strange charseters had also a lock of
buffalo’s hair tied around his ancles—in his right hand a rattle, and a slen-
der white 1od or staff, six feet long, in the other; and carried on his back,
& bunch of green willow boughs about the usnal size of a bundle of straw.
These eight men, being divided into four.pairs, took their positions on the
four different sides of the curb or big canoe, representing thereby the four
cardinal points; and between each group of them, with the back turned to
the big canve, was another figure, engaged in the same dance, keeping step
with them, with a similar staff or wand ir one hand and g rattle in the other,
end (being four in number) answesing again to the four cardinal points, The
bodies of these four young men were chiefly naked, with no other dress upon
them than a beantiful ket {or quartz-quaw), around the waist, made of eagles

c
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; ,qui”S and ermine, and very sp!lendid hgad-dresses m:_lde ot the same materials,
“[wo of these figures were painted entirely black with pounded charcoal and
case, whom they called the ¢ firmament or night,” and the numercus white
5 apots which were dotted all over their bodies, they called  stars.” The other
: " two were painted from head to fnot as red as vermilion could make them ; these
2 they said represented the day, and the white streaks which were painted up
: gnd down over their bod es, were * ghosts which the morning ravs were
chasing away.” ' ' :

" These twelve are the only persons actually engaged in this strange dance,
which is each time repeated in the same form, without the sligh:test variation.
There are, however, a great number of characters engaged in giving the
whole etfect and wildness to this strange and laughable scene, each one
acting well his part, and whose offices, strange and. inexplicable as they are,
1 will endeavour to point out and explain as well as I can, from what I saw,
elucidated by their own descriptions. . :

_This most remarkable scene, then, which is witnessed more or less often
on each day, tokes place in presence of the whole nation, who are gererally
gathered around, on the tops of the wigwams or otherwise, as spectators,
whilst the young men are reclining and fasting in the lodge as above de-
scribed.  On the first day, this **bull-dance” is given onece to each of the
cardinal points, and the medicine-man smokes his pipe in those directions.
On the second dayv, fwice to each; three times to each on the third day,
and four times to each on the fourth, : As a signal for the dancers and other
characters (as well as the public) to assemble, the old man, master of
cererr.onies, with the medicine-pipe in hand, dances out of the lodge, singing
{or rather crying) forth a most pitiful lament, until he approaches the big
canoe, against which he leans, with the pipe in his hand, and continues to
cry. At this instant, four very aged and patriarchal looking men, whose
bodies are painted red, and who have been guarding the four sides of the
lodge, enter it and bring out the four sacks of water, which they place near
the big canoe, where thev seat themselves by the side of them and commence
thumping on them with the mallets or drumsticks which have been lving on
them; and another brandishes and shakes the eeh-na-dees or rattles, and
all unite to them their voices, raised to the highest pitch possible, as the
music for the bufl-dance, which is then commenced and continued for
fifteen minutes or more in perfect time, and without cessation or intermis-
sion: When the music and dancing stop, which are always perfectly simnl-
taneous, the whole nation raise the huzza! and a deafening shout of ap-
probation; the master of ceremonies dances back to the medicine-
lodge, and the old men return to their former place ; the sacks of water, and
all rest as before, until by the same method, they are again called into a
aimilar action. .

The supernumeraries or other characters who play their parts in this grand
spectacle, are numerous and well worth description. By the side of the
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s gmmee oxt no ak, ughston ! : At the close of this exciting scene, preparations were made, as above
wee er on doateht chee ena ‘;h ; i stated, by the return of the master of ceremanies and musicians to the
ant LA, 7] medicine-lodge, where also were admitted at the same time a number of
men, wha were to be instruments of the cruelties to be inflicted ; and alse
k on, and bear witness

After th
: 's he paid his vig
receiving as b 1S ¥ISIts to th
efore the : Tee others of the ejphi |
fvery mouth in the mjﬁ?tfegmg shouts of app"ﬂba}:;eo e:ghht, hm succession
0 send thenm ude, who wer, R which peal ! the chief and doctors of the tribe, who were to loo
e : pealed fro, :
and who ﬂltribuis:f:]oes to supply them a::l_tl;lravmg' to the Great sp,f:.irtl e to, and decide upon, the comparative degree of fortitude, with which the
€ coming of buffaloes fo food during’ the season, + *\ . young men sustain themselves in this most extreme and excruciating ordeal.
: - The chiefs having seated themselves on one side of the lodge, dressed out
d head-dresses—the band of music seated and
f ceremonies

ceremaonies, e
- us and disgusting part of the ) in their robes and splendi
sy [ arranged themselves in another

having placed himself in front ©
with bLis * big pipe” i his hands,
Great Spirit, with all possible vehemence
presented the subject for the third picture, which they call *
the cutting scene (PLATE 68). . Around the sides’of the lodge are seen,

reclining, as I have before mentioned, a part of the group, whilst others of
1 of self-tortures, and have been removed out of

them have passed the ordea

the lodge ; and others still are seen in the very act” of submitting to them,

which were inflicted in the following manner .—After having removed the

sancissimus sanclorum, or little scaffold, of which 1 before spoke, and having
x

part; and the old master 0
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removed also the buffulo and human skulls from ¢
| he tfoor, an ALt
:}:T;;::, [:l?dpéf;stsfot;] the lodge; and two men having taken the?r ;g%ﬁh
pear the e 10‘ the lodge, for the purpose of inflicting the tortures o
one w1 Lwme sca pu;xg—kmff:, a::nd the other with the bunch of aplints (v:v
s P re 'm:::m?e{!) m.hls hend ; one at a time of the young fellg
o s.a:;d m-ai:a with fusting, and thirsting, and waking, for nearl %‘3’:
y nights, advanced from the side of the lodge, and placed himi‘elli?

haﬂds :1 d fe w a T e {
! 141 et, ar ()ther 5€, 48 bES SUIIEd f L1}

0! h performancﬁ 1 - I
h 4 1 t i . i

?{T\;:;n‘;rw;n:re hfe ;uhmmed to the cruelties in the following manner

An inch ot ¢ ‘;1; ;b ta :dﬂff:is: g::‘l ;;ctt;lshoulder},] or each breast was-takeu.' ki

\ . : e man who held the knife in ki ihis

t:zge,d e::‘c:i t:etk}r‘m;e, thu:h had been groand sharp on both et;rg%s;?:t:l?lfbt

Rt ossib? che w:'_lth the blade of another, 1o make it produce as mu_e: d

withdravl:n " a:.f“;laﬁ orced through the flesh below the fingers, and bei::' e 5
e ,;.uch fo hc!weld with a splint or skewer, from the other, who held El‘ :
bunch Therem i left hand, and was ready to force them throngh the w:
oy o whe were t}llen two cords lowered down from the top of the lod S
(by then twe;e pace‘d on the lodge outside, for the purpose) whigﬁ'
Naioniut o tt}:lese s;ﬁmts or sk.ewers, and they instantly began ’to havi
b ‘.:e ,.e;::d us r.alsed untl'l his body was sespended from the ground
T um,e I;ntjl the l.ml‘fe and a splint were poassed through the

dor (over thg . nﬁ. 0 a similar manner on each arm below the shoul- 34
o ediati :;c t;]c;l:zhiez}:emm), below the elbow (over the extensor
kn?es s th;P,ronem}_ ghs (over the vastus externus), and below the ™

n some ixfstances they remained in a reclining position © :

\ :;tlie;}::xs::;ﬁ;; 2§:rr:$n was finished, which :ai -performzdt,hii g:l?uiui
pr;gre;s, occupied some ﬁvz E?':?xofntilr:it:zd y endlimba; and which, il -
body ; a:r;z ng:l ;he;nbms}t:mtly raised with the cards, until the weight of his
e ot fhg N y; em, and then, while the bloed was streaming down
,hield,bow’aud u_'.stan ers hur}g upon the splints each man’s appropriate
suield, bow a v? iver, &c.; and in many instances, the skull of a buffalo with = :
e, o ,o ;xs atmc}_;.ed to each lower arm and each lower leg, for the pur- R
othg;w roba 3-2, preventing by their great weight, the struggling, which rn!i) h

ave taken place to their disadvantage whilst thly ;;re hung ipt

Wh i - \
en these things were all adjusted, each ane was raised higher by the ins AR

.Cordﬁl until LhESe wei s 3y
N ghts aﬂ aw Ung Cleal‘ fl‘om th 'I" g 3 feet ; 3
- . . € gl'()und Iea 11} h. - s
n most (:ases’ S0 5i1X Or e!ght fe&t’, i\bo\'e Lhe grﬂuﬂd. 'In this p][g}:t th Y -
-Lng IS

at once-he : .
came appalling and frightful 10 ook at—the flesh, to support-the T

weight i i i it

M ;& v::strl;?sr;oﬁle;, Wl'th th.e additional weights which were attached t

forwa!rd - ui:ebrsax or exgat inches by the skewers ; and their heads uun:
s e breasts, 07 thrown backwards, in a much’ i '

dition, sccording to the way in which they were hun;t'upfmm Fightil con

w?

.. the torture surp
fesh sustained
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flinching fortitude, with which every one af thern bore this parl of
assed credulity ; each one a8 the knife was passed through his

an unchangeable countenance ; and several of them, seeing
which T waiched

ytl!ing but

The un

e waking sketches, beckoned me to look at their faces,
through all this horrid operation, without being able to detect an
iles as they looked me in the eye, while 1 could hear the

{he pleasantest sut
f, to start jnvoluntary

knife Tip through the flesh, and feel enough of it mysel
and uncomroullable tears over ™Y cheeks.

When rajsed fo the condition above deseribed, and completely suspended
by the cords, the sanguinary hands, through which he had just passed, turned
pack to perform 2 gipilar operation on anather who was ready, and each
gne in his turn passed into the charge of others, who instantly introduced
Lim to A new and irproved stage of their refinements in cruelty,

Surrounded by imps and demons as Lhey appean @ dozen or mare, who
ceem o be cohcerting and devising meansd for his exquisite agony, gather
aronnd him, when one of the number advances towards him ia 2 sueering
manner, and commences turning him around with a pole which he hrings
in bis hand for the purpose. This is done in 3 gentle mapner &t first ; but
graduaily increaged, when the brave fellow, whose proud gpiril can controul
its agony uo longer, burst oul in the most lamentable and heart-rending
cries that the human voice is capable of producing, crying forth a prayer to

\he Great Spirit to support and protect him in this dreadful trial; and con-
la this condition he i

finually repeating his confidence in his protection.
continued to be turned; faster and faster—and there is no hope of escape
for the slightest celief, until by fainting, his voice fulters,

from it, nor chance
remly, a still and lifeless

and his strugghing ceases, and he hangs, 2ppa
\When he is, by turning gradually brought to this condition,

corpse!
there 1s @ closo seru-

. which is generally doue within ten of ffteen minuies,
tiny passed upon him among his tormentors, who are checking and holding
each other back s long as the least struggling or Lremour Can be discovered,

Jeat he should be removed bafore he is (a3 they term it) * entirely dead.”
When brought to this alarming and most frightful condition, and the
“tyrning has gradually ceased, as his voice and his strength have given out,
leaving him to hang entirely still, and apparently lifeless ; when his tongue
is distended from his mouth, and his medicine-bag, which he has affection-
ately and superstitionsly clung to with bis left hand, has dropped to the
ground ; the signal is given 10 the men on top of the lodge, by gently
striking the cord with the pole below, when they very gradually and care-
fully Jower Lim to the ground.

In this heipless condition he lies, hke a loathsome COTPSE to lock at,
though in the keeping (as they eall it) of the Great Spitit, whom he trusts
will protect him, and enable him 10 get up and walk away. A 5000 83 he
i< Jowered to the ground thus, one of the bystanders advances, and pulls out

the two splints oF pins from the breasts and shoulders, thereby disengagng
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others with their “ewrhts &c. hanging to his ﬁu_s.h e
In this condition he lies for six or eight minutes, until he gets strmgh
to tise and move himself, for no one is al[ou.ed to assist ot offer him' m
as he is here enjoying the most valued privilege which a Mandan can boast
of, that of ** trusting his life to the keeping of the Great Spirit,” in thu 2
time of extreme peul - “1, ;
As soon as he is seen to get strength enough to rise on his handg and
feet, and drag his body around the lodn-e, he crnwls with the weights st
hanging to his body, to ancther part of the lodge, where there is anothe
Indian sitting with a hatchet in his hand, and a dried buffalo skull befors
hirm ; and here, in the most earnest and humble manner, by holdmo- up ;h
little finger of his left hand to the Great Spl it, he expresses to Hlm, ing
speech of a few words, his willingness to give it as a sacrifice; when he
lays it on the dried buffalo skull, where the other chops it off near the hand,- 2
with a blow of the hatchet ! )
Nearly all of the young men whom | saw passing this horrid ordeal, gave
in the above manner, the little finger of the left hand; and [ saw also
several, who immediately afterwards (and apparently with very liztle concern
or emotion), with a similar speech, extended in the same way, the fore-
finger of the same hand, and that too was struck off'; leaving on the left %
hand only the two middle fingers and the thumb; all which they deem— - =
absolutely essential for holding the bow, the only weapon for the lefy band.,
One would think that this mutilation had thus been carried quite far
enough ; but I have since examined several of the head chiefs and digni- .
taries of the tribe, who have also given, in this manner, the little ﬁnger' ot
the right hand, which is considered by them to be a much greater sacrifice
than both of the others; and I have found also a number of -their most
famous men, who furnish me incontestible proof, by five or six correspon-
Aing scars on each arm, and each breast, and each leg, that they had sc
many times in their lives submitted to this almost incredible operation,
which seems to be optional with them; and the oftener they volunteer to
go through it, the more farnous they become in the estimation of their tribe.
No bandages are applied to the fingers which have been amputated, noe
any arteries taken up; nor is auy attention whatever, paid to them or the
other wounds; but they are left (as they say) ** for the Great Spirit to cure,
who will surely take good care of them.” It isa remarkable fact (which !
learned from a close inspection of their wounds from day to day) that the
bleeding is but very slight and soon ceases, probably from the faet of their
extreme exhaustion and debility, caused by want of sustenance and sleap,
which checks the natural circulation, and admirably at the same time pre- .
putes them to meet the severity of these tortures without the same degree
of sensibility and pain, which, under cther circumstances, might result in
mflammation and death.

o
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During the whole of the time of this cruel part of these most extraord-
ﬁar_v inflictions, the chiefs and dignitaries of the tribe. are Jooking on, to
decide who are the hardiest and  stoutest hearted”—who can hang the
longest by Lis flesh before he faints, and whe will be soonest up, after
he has been down ; that they may know whom to appoint to lead a war-
party, or place at the most honourable and desperate post. The four old
men-are incessanily beating upon the sacks of water and singing the whole
time, with their voices strained to the highest key, vaunting forth, for the
encouragement of the voung men, the power and efficacy of the medicine-
pipe, which has disarmed the monster O-kee-hee-de (or Evil Spirit), and
driven him from the village, and will be sure to protect them and watch over
them through their present severe trial.

As soon as six or gight had passed the ordeal as above deseribed, they
were led out of the lodge, with their weights hanging to their flesh, and
dragzing on the ground, to undergo another, and a still more appalling
mode of suffering in the centre of the village, and in presence of the whole
nation, in the manner as follows :—

The signal for the commencement of this part of the cruelties was given
‘by the old master of ceremonies, who again ran out as in the buffalo-
dance, and leaning against the big canoe, with his medicine-pipe in his
hand, began to ery. - This was done several times in the afternoon, as often
as there were six or eight who bad passed the ordeal just described within
the lodge, who were then tiken out in the open area, in the presence of .,
whole village, with the buffalo skulls and other weights attached to their
flesh, and dragging on the ground! There were then in readiness, and
prepared for the purpose, about twenty voung men, selected of equal height
and equal age: with their bodies chiefly naked, with beautiful (and similar)
head-dresses of war-eagles’ quills,. on their heads, and a wreath made of
willow boughs held in the hands between them, connecting them in a chain
or circle in which they ran around the big cunoe, with all possible speed.
raising their voices in screams and yelps to the highest pitch that was pos-
sible, and keeping the curb or big canoe in the centre, as their nucleus.

Then were led forward the young wien who were further o suffer, and
being placed at equal distances apart, and outside of the ring just described,
each one was taken iu charge of two athletic young men, fresh and strong,
who stepped up to him, one on each side, and by wrapping a broad leather
strap around his wrists, without tying it, grasped it firm underneath the
hand, and stood prepared for what they call Eh-ke-nah-ka-nah-pick (the
last race, praTE 69). This, the spectator looking on would suppose was
most correctly named, for he would think it was the last race they could
possibly run in this world.

In this condition they stand, pale and ghastly, from abstinence and loss
of blood, until all are prepared, and the word i3 given, when all start and
run around, outside of the othet ring ; and each poor fellow, #ith his weights
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In this ¢ last race,” which was the struggle that finally closed their suffer-

; s, each one was dragged until he fainted, and was thus 'eft, looking more

ing

¥  like the dead than the living: and thus each one laid, until, by the aid of

Great Spirit, he was in a few minutes seen gradually rising, and at last
reeling and staggering, likea drunken man, through the crowd {which made

% way for him) to his wigwam, where his {ricnds and relatives stoed ceady

1o take him into hand and restore him.
In this frightful scene, as in the buffalo-dance, the whole nation was
gssembled as spectators, and all raised the most piercing and violent yells

" and screams they could possibly produce, to drown the cries of the suffering

ones, that no heart could even be touched with sympathy for them. I have

* mentioned before, that six or eight of the young men were brought from the

medicine-lodge at a time, and when they were thus passed through this
shocking ordeal, the medicine-men and the chiefs returned to the inte-
rior, where as many more were soon prepared, and underwent a similar treat-
ment; and after that another batch, aund another, and so on, until the whole
number, some forty-five or fifty Lad run in this sickening circle, and, by
leaving their weights, had opened the flesh for honourable scars. [ said all,
but there was one poor fellow though {and I shudder to tell it), who was
dragged around and arcund the circle, with the skull of an elk hanging to
the flesh on one of his legs,—several had jumped upen it, but to no effect,
for the splint was under the sinew, which could not be broken. The
dragging became every instant more and more furious, and the apprehen-
sions for tke poor fellow’s life, apparent by the piteous howl which was
set up for him by the multitude around ; and at last the medicine-man ran,
with his medicine-pipe in his hand, and held them in check, when the body
was dropped, and left upon the ground, with the skull yet hanging to it
The boy, who wasan extremely interesting and fine-locking youth, soon
recovered his senses and his strength, looking deliberately at his torn and
bleeding limbs; and also with the most pleasant smile of defiance, upon the
misfortune which had now fallen to his peculiar lot, crawled through the
crowd (instead "of walking, which they are never again at liberty to do
until the flesh is tom out, and the article left) to the prairie, and over
which, for the distance of half a mile, to a sequestered spot, withont any
attendant, where he laid three days and three nights, yet longer, without
food, and praying to the Great Spirit, until suppuration took place m the
wound, and by the decaying of the flesh the weight was dropped, and
the splint also, which he dare not extricate in another way. At the end
of this, he crawled back to the village on his hands and knees, being
too much emaciated to walk, and begged for something to eat, which was at
once given him, and he was soon restored to health.

These extreme and difficult cases often occur, and I learn that in such
instances the youth has it at his option to get rid of the weight that is thus
left upon him, in such way as he may choose, and some of those modes are
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far more extraordinary then the one which [ have just named. Seyery
the Traders, who have been for a number of vears in the habit of seeing
part of the ceremony, have told me that two years since, when they w
looking on, there was one whose flesh on the arms was so strong
weights could not be left, and he dragaed them with
by the side of the village, where he set a stake fa
the top of the bank, and fastening cords to it, h
down 2 perperdicular wall of rock, of twenty-five or
weight of lis body was suspended by the two cords
afhis arms.  In this awful condition he hung
from the top of the rock and the deep water below, into which he at Ia
dropped and saved himself by swimming ashare !
I' need record no more of these shacking
which I have already given enough to convince the world of
ness of the established fact of the [ndian's superior stoicism g
éndurance, aithough some recent writers have,
ignarance, or something else, taken great pains to cut the
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t
Tha reader will forgive me for here inserting the Certificates which [ have
just received from Mr Kipp, of the city of New York, and two others,
who were with me; which 1 offer for the satisfuction of the world,
who read the above account.

i« We hereby certify, that we witnessed, in company with Mr. Catlin, in
the Mandan Viilage, the ceremonies represented in the four paintings, and
" described in his Notes, to which this Certificute refers; and that he has

' therein fuithfully represented those scenes a5 we smw them transacted.

without any addition or exaggeration,
: * 1. Kier, Agent Amer. Fur Company.
L. Crawronrp, Clerk.

« Mandan Village, July 20, 1833.  Apranmsy Bocarp.”

The strange country that I am in—its excitements-—its accidents and wild
incidents which startle me at almost every moment. prevent me from any
very elaborate disquisition upen the above remarkable events at present;
and even had I all the time and leisure of a country gentleman, and all the
additional information which 1 am daily procuring, and daily expest to pro-
cure hereafter in explanation of these unaccountable mysteries, vet do I
fear that there would be that inexplicable diffieulty that hangs over most of
the customs and traditions of these simple people, who have no history to
save facts and systems from falling into the most absurd and disjointed fable
and ignorant fietion. .

What few plausible inferences I have as vet been able to draw from the
above strange and peculiar transactions [ will set forth, but with some diffi-
dence, hoping and trusting that by further intimacy and familiasity with
these people I may yet arrive at more satisfactory and important results.

That these people should have a tradition of the Flood is by no means
surprising ; as [ have learned from every tribe I have visited, that they
all have some high mountain in their vicinity, where they insist upon it the
big canoe landed ; but that these people should hold an annual celebration
of the event, and the season of that decided by such circumstances as the
full leaf of the willow, and the medicine-lodge opened by such a man as
Nu-mohk-muck-a-nah (whe appears to be a white man), and making his
appearance * from the high-mountains in the West;" and some other cir-
cumstances, is surely a very remarkable thing, and requires some extraor-
dinary attention,

This Nu-mohk-muck-a-nah (first or only man) is undoubtedly some
mystery or medicine-man of the tribe, who has gone out on the prairie on the
evening previons, and having dressed and painted himself for the occasion,
comes into the village in the moming, endeavouring to keep up the semblance
of reality ; for their tradition says, that at a very ancient pericd such a man
did actually come from the West—that his body was of the white colonr, a3

voL. 1. . A4
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—his head-dre
huge pipe.
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was made, That he instruct

lodge, and taught them also

them that as lon
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people of the Almighty, and would always have encugh to eat and drink ;"
and that so soon as they should depart in one tittle from these forms, they

might be assured, that their race would decrease, and finally run out ; and SR
that they might date their nation’s calamity to’that omission or neglect,” .

These people have, no doubt, been long living under the dread of auch
an injunction, and in the fear of departing from it ;

and while they are living
main equally ignorant of
Indian customs resting

, Whi i having lost all their 8ys-
tem, by which they migh

This strange and unaccountable custom, s andoubtedly peculiar to the
Mandans ; although, amongst the Minatarees, and some others of the
neighbouring tribes, they have Seasons of abstinence ang self-torture, some-
what similar, byt bearing no other re
effort or form of imitation.

It would seem from their tradition of the willow branch, and the dove,
that these people must have had some Proximity to some part of the civilized -
world; or that missionaries or others have been formerly among them,
inculcating the Christian teligion and the Mosaje account of the Flood;
which is, in thiz and some other respects, decidedly different from the theory
which most ratural people have distinctly established of that event,

There are other Strong, and almost decisive proofs in my opinion, in support

the diversity of dolourin their

plexions, as I have before described, as wel] ag from their tra-

dition just related, of the ¢ first or only man,” whose body was white, and

who came from the West, telling them of the destruction of the earth by

water, and instructing them in the forms of these mysteties ; and, in addition

to the above, I will add the two following very curioys stories, which I hagd

from severa! of their old and dignified chiefs, and which are, no doubt,
standing and credited traditions of the tribe. .
** The Mandans (people of the pheasants) were th

) e first people created
i the world, and they originally Jived inside of the ear

th; they raised many

semblance to this thap a mere feeble 3
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and cne of them had grown up through a hole in the earth, over
vmf_]s' and ooe of their young men climbed upit until he came out on the
ber ,f the ground, on the bank of the river, where the Mandan _ village
P 35 He Iooke’d around, and admired the beautiful country and prairies
S:E:n i]im—saw many buffaloes—killed one with his bow and arrows, and
;ound that its meat was good to eat. He returned., and. relat.ed whut ile
had seen; when a number of othe_rs weut up the vine with him, and wit-
nessed the same things, Amongst those \vh? went up, were two 'e.'ery. ‘prletty.r
young women, who were favourites.. of the chiefs, because they were vug(-lm:;
and amongst those who were trying to get up; was a very large and fa
woman, who was ordered by the chiefs not to gu up, l-)ut whose curiosity
led her to try it as soon as she got a secret opportunity, _when there was
ho one present.  When she got part of the way up, the vine broke under
the great weight of ler body, and let her down. She was very mni:h. huﬁ
by the fall, but did not die. The Mandans were very sorry ab‘out Li}t?.,l a:li
she was disgraced for being the cause of a very great calamity, w uc.x she
had brought upon them, aud which could never be averted: for no mo‘re
could ever ascend, nor could those descend who had got up; but they built
the Mandan village, where it forinerly stood, a great ways l?elow (')'n the
river; and the remainder of the people live under groun_d to .thls day.

The above tradition is told with great gravity by their chiefs and doctors
or mystery-men ; and the latter profess to hear their friend:: talk tiiroug!-h.t}ne
earth. at c'ertain times and places, and even consult them for thetr opinions
and advice on many important oceasions. :

ext tradition runs thus ;—

Eli:trix verty ancient period, O-kee-hee-de {the Evil Spirit, the blac!( fef-
low mentioned in the religious ceremonies) came to the Mandan village
with Nu-mohk-muck-a-nak {the first or only man) fr.om the West, and sat
down by a woman who had but one eve, and was hoeu‘ig corm. Her daugh-
ter, who was very pretty came up to her, and the Evil Spirit desired her to
go and bring some water; but wished that before she started, shc.z would
come to him and eat some buflalo meat. He told her to take a piece out
of Lis side, which she did and ate it, which proved to be buﬂ':alo-fut. . She
then went for the water, which she brought, and met Lhem-m the village
where they had walked, and they both drank of it—nothing more wan
(I.O:]‘e'.l"he friends of the girl soon after endeavoured to disgrace her, by telli_ng
her that she was enciente, which she did not deny. She deciared her in-
nocence at the same time, and boidly defied any man in tiae v11[age to come
forward and accuse her, This raised a great excitement in the village, and
as no one could stand forth to accuse her, she was looked upon as greut
medicine,  She soon after went off sectetly to the upper Mandan village,

I hild was born. _

) ]'fré}::lai zearch was made for her before she was found ; as it was expected
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that the child would also be great medicins or mystery, and of great impm.’ff 2

tance tg'the existence and welfure of the tribe. They were induceq to lh?!-

belief from the very strange manner of its conception and birth, and_we.:ej; :

soon confirmed ir it from the wonderful things which it did at ap eﬂtiyﬁ’;
age. They say, that amongst other miracles which he performed, when the )

Mandans were like to starve, he gave them four buffalo bulls, which ﬁ]led? [
the whole village—leaving as much meat as there was Yefore they had eaten .}

saying that these four bulls would supply them for ever. Nu-mohk-muyck.
a-nah (the first or only man) was bent on the destruction of the child, and
after making many fruitless searcles for it, found it hidden in o dark place, -
and put it to death by throwing it into the river. ‘ :
“When O-kee-hee-de (the Evil Spirit) heard of the death of this child,’
he sought for Nu-mohk-muck-a-nah with intent to kill him. He traced him

a long distance, and at length found him at Heart River, about seventy "'>

miles below the village, with the big medicine-pipe in his hand, the charm
01 mystery of which protects him from all of his enemies. They soon
agreed, however, to become friends, smoked the big pipe together, and re-
turned to the Mandan village. The Evil Spirit was satisfied ; and Nu-
mohk-muck-a-na told the Mandans never to pass Heart River to live, for
it was the centre of the world, and to live beyond it would be destruction
to them; and he named it Nat-com-pa-su-hah (heart or centre of the
world),”

Such are a few of the principal traditions of these people, which T have
thought proper to give in this place, and I have given them in their
own way, with all the imperfections and absurd inconsistencies which
should be expected to characterize the history of all ignorant and super-
stitious people who live in a state of simple and untaught nature, with no
other means of perpetuating historical events, than by oral. traditions.

I advance these vague stories then, as | have done, and shall do in pther
instances, not in support of any theory, but merely as [ have heard them
related by the Indians; and preserved them, as T have everything else that
I could meet in the Indizn habits and character, for the information of the,
world, who may get more time to theorize than I have at present ; and who
may consider better than [ can, how far such traditions should be taken as
evidence of the facts, that these people have for a long period preserved and
perpetuated an imperfect knowledge of the Deluge—of the appearance ang
death of a Saviour—and of the transgressions of mother Eve, -

. Lam not yet able to learn from these people whether they have any dis-
tmet theory of the creation; as they seem to date nothing further back
_ than their own existence ag a.people ; saying (as I have before mentioned),

that they were the first People created ; involving the glaring absurdities
that they were the ouly people on earth before the Flood, and the ouly one
8aved was a white man; or that they were created inside of the earth, as
their tradition says; and that they did not make their appearance on jts
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outer sfxrface until after the Deluge. When an Indian gtory is told, it is

. . 1] M
.+ like all other gifts, ** to be taken for what it is worth,” and for any seeming

inconsistency in their traditions there-is no reme(-]y;- for as far la:s 1 gave
tried Lo recoucile them by reasoning with, or questioning them,l’l1 'n:;‘! Uee1:
entirely defeated ; and more than that, have generally incurred t 'mlr is ;xsv
and ill-will,  One of the Mandan doctor.s told me very gli:ned?rta ?25 |
days since, that the earth was a large tortoise, that it carried txer irt on '
back—that a tribe of people, who are now dead, and whose aces.wed
white, used to dig down very deep in this ground %o catch badge::.:,sszk
that one day they stuck a knife through the torlo:se-shell,ban i ol
dowh so that the water ran over its bacl‘:, and' dr0wne‘d all L;tc.l one ,T, ‘ﬂ;
And on the next day while 1 was painting !-us portrait, he to }:nesou:h
were four forloises,—one in the North—one in 'the TEast—one mdt {3 wate;
and one in the West ; that each one of these rained ten days, and the
rered over the earth.
Cotlt‘zlzzse iznorant and conflicting accounts, and both from.D tl‘le samte:or::;l,
give as good a demonstration, perhaps, of what I !raave a o»;a ment! n;.
as to the inefficiency of Indian traditions as anytl'nntg [ could a!.: preseh
meantion. They might, perhaps, have been in this instance ho“-everi{ e
creeds of diﬂ'e-reutﬁsects, or of different priests a:n:.ongsr. th?m, w hoh.c;J en
advance diametrically opposite theories and traditions relative to history
ithology,
am}l&::l) ::'J?we:'gr ignorant and ridiculous they may seem, they are yet \_vorlh]-r
of a little further consideration, as relating to a.n.umber of curious c;l:c;ml
stances connected with the unacecountable religious ceremonies whic
e j scribed L
harriliuf\ti:sdan chiefs and doctors, in all their feas‘t.?, where the glpe'z“mmlllj
and about to be passed around, deliberately propitiate th{a gooH —l\wds o
favour of the Great Spirit, by extending the stem gf the pipe :pma:tria]
fore they smoke it themselves; and also as dellbefately :;n has dmwin{
offering the stem to the four cardinal points in succession, and then s
a whiﬂ:’through it, passing it around amongst the group.d e e other
The annual religious ceremony invariably lasts four 3;1)3: a | the other
following circumsiances attending these strange fon?s, and seeming o have
some allusion 1o the four cardinal points, or the ** four tortoll:es‘,\I e o
me to be worthy of further notice., Four men are selected }\]r h u;di‘:ine.
muck-a-nah (ns'l have before said)to cleanse out and preparefa. tt}?emvma.,e_.
lodge for the occasion—one he calls from the north part o o }ow
one from the easi—one from the south, and one from the west.f The Jour
sacks of water, in form of large torioises, resting on the ﬂoc;:'o . ;,d 31:0
and before described, would seem to be typical qi the same ﬁl. mgo.r and 2%
the four buffalo, and the four human skulls resting on"the boffn;e ity
lodge—the four couples of dancers in t.he * bull-dance,” as de 0150 PR
and also the four intervening dancers in th‘: same dance, and al
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The bull-dance
) -dance in f; ici
i danced fou e 1 o:":[t of the medicine-loage, repeaied on )
o ttie first day, €inht times on the second ‘fﬂ;ﬂr &
- .
(?f the four days,) whiich a(?éii]jg lh‘]af‘m”’/l i (adding four d::nce: ';’ e -
ays that it rained q Y coardn e oy, U b
] oh the eary} i Moo merymber’
ditce the Dely # o e ing . opt
o up ording to the Mogaj .
over the doorg . ere are fuur sacrifices of black and e eloghe 2 e
of the ere (ﬂ)l; blue cloths erected
i-kee-hee-de (or By
r Evil

the heart and even the stomach of a traveller in the country, and he weeps
. for their ignorance—"he pities them with all iz heart for their blindness, and
‘Jaments that the light of civilization, of agriculture aud religion cannot be
[ extended to them, and that their hearts which are good enough, could not be
turned to embrace something more rational and conducive to their true
Spiri : ine-lodge—tiig vie: appiness.
sc}:-ibzgi :Vegsdp?:]detvae{"‘fr of the buff‘fioes Ine :’;ttzuoé"alo-dan i " ﬁ)any would doubtless ask, whether such a barbarous custom agould _be
the young men who ung ce, as above g eradicated from these people ? a.nd whether their thoughts and tastes, being
Wers run through g turned to agricul!;ure a.nd religion, could Pe made to abandon th.e dark @d
84 the flesh on the; ¥ random channel in which they are drudging, and made to flow in the light
and-life of civilization ?
To this query [ answer yes. Although this is a custom of long standing,
being a part of their religion; and probably valued as one of their dearest
rights: and notwithstanding the difficulty of making inroads upon the
religion of a people in whose country there is no severence of opinions, and
consequently no division into different sects, with different creeds to shake
their faith ; 1 still believe, and [ Anow, that by a judicious and persevering
effort, this abominable custom, and others, might be extinguished, and the
beautiful green fiekls about the Mandan village might be turned into pro-
ductive gardens, and the waving green bluffs that are spread in the surround-
ing distance, might be spotted with lowing kine, instead of the sneaking
wolves and the hobbled war-horses that are now stalking about them.
Al ignorant and superstitious people, it is a well-known fact, are the most
fixed and stubborn in their religious opinions, and perhaps the most difficult
te divert fiom their established belief, from the very fact that they are the
most difficult to reason with. Here is an iznorant race of human beings,
who have from time immemorial been in the habit of worshipping in their
own way, and of enjoying their religious opinions without ever having leard
any one to question their correctness; and in those opinions they are quiet
and satisfied, and it requires a patient, gradual, and untiring effort to con-
vince such a people that they are wrong, and to work the desired chauge in
their belief, and consequently in their actions.
It is decidedly my opinion, however, that such a thing can be done, and
I do not believe there is a race of wild people on earth where the experiment
could be more successfully made than amongst the kind and hospitable
. Mandans, nor any place where the Missionary labours of pious and indus-
trious men would be fore sure to succeed, or more certain to be rewarded
in the world to come.
I deem such a trial of patience and perseverance with these people of great
importance, and well worth the experiment. One which I shall hope soon
to see accomplished, and which, if properly conducted, 1 am sure will result
m success, Severed as they are from the contaminating and counteracting
vites which oppose and thwart most of the best efforts of the Missionaries
along the frontier, and free from the almost fatal prejudices which they have
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:Jhere to contend with ; they present a better field for the .
enevolent teachers than they have yet worked in, and 3 far

than they have yet had of provi
oving to th
8 brute—that he is 4 P N e world th
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LETTER—No. 23. -

MINATAREE VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURI,

Sogy after witnessing the curious scenes described in the former Letters,
I changed my position to the place from whence [ am now writing—io the
village of tlxe1 Minatarees, which is also located on the west bank of the
Missouri river, and only eight miles above the Mandans. On my way down

-the river in my canoe, I passed this village without attending to their earnest

and clamorous invitations for me to come ashore, and it will thus *be seen
that [ am retrograding a little, to see all that is to be seen in this singular
country. | |

I have been residing here some weeks, and am able already to say of
these people as folluws :—

The Minatarees (people of the willows) are a small tribe of about 1500
souls, residing in three viliages of earth-covered lodges, on the banks of
Knife river; a small stream, so called, meandering through a beautifu!l and
extensive prairie, and uniting its waters with the Missouri.

This small community is undoubtedly a part of the tribe of Crows,of
whom 1 have already spoken, living at the base of the Rocky Mountains,
who have at some remote period, either in their war or hunting excursions,
been run off bir their enemy, and their retreat having been prevented, have
thrown themselves upon the hospitality of the Mandans, to whom they have
looked for protection, and under whose wing they are now living in 2 sort
of confederacy, ready to intermarry and also 10 join, as they often have
done, in the common defence of their country.

In language and personal appearance, as well as in many of their customs,
they are types of the Crows; vet having adopted and so long lived under
its influence, the system of the Mandans, they are much like them in many
respects, and continually assimilating to the modes of their patrons and pro-
tectors. Amongst their vague and various traditions they have evidently
some disjointed authority for the manner in which they came here; but no
account of the time, They say, that they came poor—without wigwama or
horses—were nearly all women, as their warriors had been killed off in their
flight ; that the Mandans would not take them into their viliage, nor let them
come nearer than where they are now living, and there assisted them to
build their villages. From these circumstances their wigwams have been
constructed exactly in the same manner as those of the Mandans, which 1

voL. 1. xp
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have already describe}, and entirely distinct from any custom to be seen “ig Y
the Crow tribe. oo

Notwithstanding the long familiarity in which they have lived with (he¥
Mandans, and the complete adoption of most of their customs, yet it iy @3

can speak half a dozen words of the Mandan language ; although on thg
other hand, the Mandans are most of them able to converse in the Minataree_
tongue ; leaving us to conclude, either that the Minatarees are a very ingr't;‘_
and stepid people, or that the Maadan language (which is most probably d:8%
she case) being different from any other language in the country, is an
exceedingly difficult one to learn. : et
The principal village of the Minatarees which is built upon the bank of ;
the Knife river (pLaTE 70), contains forty or fifty earth-covered wigwams,
from forty to fifty feet in diameter, and being elevated, overlooks the other
two which are on lower ground and almost lost amidst their numerous corn
fields and other profuse vegetation which cover the earth with their luxuriant °
growth,
The scenery along the banks of this little river, from village to village, is
guite peculiar and curious; rendered extremely so by the continual wild
and garrulous groups of men, women, and children, who are wending their
way along its winding shores, or dashing and plunging through its biue
waves, enjoying the luxury of swimming, of which both sexes seem to be
passionately fond. Others are paddling about in their tub-like cances,
made of the skins of buffaloes; and every now and then, are to be seen
their sudatories, or vapour-buths (praTe 71), where steam is raised by
throwing woter on to heated stones ; znd the patient jumps from his sweat-
ing-house and leaps into the river in the highest state of perspiration, as }
have more fully described whilst speaking of the bathing of the Mandans,
The chief sachem of this tribe is a very ancient and patriarchal Jlooking
man, by the name of Eeh-iohk-pah-shee-pee-shah (the black moccasin),
and counts, undoubtedly, more than an hundred snows. 1 have been for
some days an inmate of his hospitable lodge, where he sits tottering with
age, and silently reigns sole monarch of his little communpity around him,
who are continually dropping in to cheer his sinking energies, and reader
him their homage. His voice and hif sight are nearly gone; but the ges-
tures of his hands are yet energetic and youthful, and freely speak the
language of his kind heart. '
I have been treated in the kindest manner by this old chief; and have
painted his portrait (rLATR 72) a3 he was seated on the floor of his wigwam,
smoking his pipe, whilst he was recounting over to me some of the extraor-
dinary feats of his life, with a beautiful Crow 10be wrapped around him,
and his hair wound up in a conical form upon his head, and fastened with
s amall wooden pin, to keep it in its place
This man has many distinct recollections of Lewis and Clarke, who were
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'?'-'the first explorers of this country, and who erossed the Rocky Mountains
. {hirty years ago. It will be seen by reference to their very interesting history of
5 their tour, that they were treated with great kindness by this man; and that
thev in consequence constituted him chief of tlie tribe, with the consent of his
Pe.:;ple; and he has remained their chief ever since. He enquired very
earnestly for ** Red Hair” and ¢ Long Knife” (as he had ever since termed
Lewis and Clarke), frum the fact, that one had red hair (an unexampled thing
in his country), and the other wore a broad sword which gained for him the
appellation of ** Long Knife.”

I have told him that * Long Knife” has been many years dead; and
. that “ Red Hair” is yet living in St. Louis, and no doubt, would be glad to
“ hear of him; at which he seemed much pleased, and has signified to me
that he will make me bearer of some peculiar dispatches to him.*

-k - The name by which these people are generally called (Grosventres) is one

given them by the French Traders, and has probably been applied to them
_with some degree of propriety or fitness, as contradistinguished from the Man-
dans, amongst whom these Truders were living; and who are a small race

of Indians, being generally at or below the average stature of man; whilst
HE the Minatarees are generally tall and heavily built. There is no tribe in the
4 western wilds, perhaps, who are better entitled to the style of warlike, than

the Minatarees; for they, unlike the Mandaus, are continually carrying
¢ ' warinto their enemies’ country ; oitentimes drawing the poor Mandans into
L unnecessary broils, and suffering so much themselves in their desperate war-
'LE . excursions, that I find the proportian of women to the number of men as

two or three to one, through the tribe.

The son of Black Moccasin, whose name is Ee-a-chin-che-a (the red
thunder), and who is reputed one of the most desperate warriors of his
tribe, I have also painted at full length, in his war-dress (pLATE 73), with
his bow in his hand, his quiver slung, and his shield upon his arm. In
this plight, sans head-dress, suns robe, and sans everything that might be
an useless incumbrance—with the body cliefly naked, and profusely be-
danbed with red and black paint, so as to form un almost perfect disguise,
the Indian warriors variably sally forth to war; save the chief, who always
plumes himself, and leads on his little band, tendering himsell to his
enemies a conspicuous mark, with all his ornaments and trophies upoa him;
that his enemies, if they get him, may get a prize worth the fighting for.

Besides chiefs and warriors to be admired in this little tribe, there are
many beautiful and voluptuous looking women, who are continually crowding
in throngs, and gazing upon'a stranger; and possibly shedding more be-

* Abont a year after writing the sbove, and whilst I was in St. Louis, | had the plea-

sure of presenting the compliments of this old veteran to General Clurke; and slso of

. shewing to him the portrait, which he instantly recognized amongst hundreds of otbers;

saying, that “they had cenaidered the Blsck Moccasin quite an cld man when they
appointed him chisf thirty-two years ngo.”
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witching smiles from a sort of necessity, growing out of the great disparity (5
in numbers Letween them and the rousher sex, to which I have befora aref
alluded. =

From the very numerous groups of these that have from day to day con2 /i
stantly pressed upon me, overlocking the operations of my brush; 1 have i
been unable to get more than one who would consent to have her portrait
painted, owing to some fear or dread of harm that might eventually ensue %%
it consequence; or from a natural coyuess ar timidity, which is surpassing }
all description amongst these wild tribes, when in presence of strangers.

The one whom I have painted (prLate 74)is a descendant from the old
chief ; and though not the most beautiful, is yet a fair sample of them, and
dressed in a beautiful costume of the mountain-sheep skin, handsomely
garnished with porcupine quills and beads. This girl was almost compelled
to stand for her picture by her relatives who urged her on, whilst she
mudestly declined, offering as her excuse that * she was not pretty enough,
and that her picture wonld be laughed at” This was either ignorance o
excessive art on her part; for she was certainly more than comely, and the
beauty of her name, Seet-se-be-a (the midday sun) is quite enough to make
up for a deficiency, if there were any, in the beauty of her face.

I mentioned that 1 found these people raising abundance of corn or
muaize ; and ] have happened to visit them in the season of their festivities,
which annually take place when the ears of corn are of the proper size for
eating. The green corn is considered a great luxury by all those tribes
who cnitivate it : and is ready for eating as soon as the ear is of fuli size,
amd the kernels are expanded to their full growth, but are yet soft and
pulpy- In this green siate of the corn, it is boiled and dealt out in great
profusion to the whole tribe, who feast and surfeit upon it whilst it lasts;
rendering thanks to the Great Spirit for the return of this joyful seasen,
which they do by making sawifices, by dancing, and singing songs of
thanksgiving, This joyful occasion is one valued alike, and conducted in a
similar maaner, by most of the tribes who raise the corn, however remote
they may be from each other. [t lasts but for a week or ten days; being
limited to the longest term that the corn remains in this tender and
palatable state; duaring which time all huating, and. all war-excursions, and
all other avocations, are positively dispensed with ;. and all join in the most
excessive indulgence of gluttony and conviviality that can possibly be con-
ceived. The fields of corn are generally pretty well siripped during this
excess: and the poor improvident Indian thanks the Great Spirit for the
indulgence he has had, and is satisfied o ripen merely the few ears that
ure necessary for his next year's planting, without reproaching himself for
his wanton lavishness, which Las laid waste his fine fields, and robbed him of
e galden barvest, which might have gladdened his beart, with these of his
wife and little children, through the cold and dreariness of winter.

The most remarkable feature of these joyous occasion is the green cora-
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£ Jance, which i8 always given as preparatory to the feast, and by most of the
", tribes in the following manner :—

At the nsual season, and the time when from outward appearance of the

W stalks and ears of the corn, it is supposed to be nearly ready for use, several

of the old women who are the owners of fields or patcles of carn {lor such
are the proprietors and cultivators of all crops in Indian countries, the men
never turning their hands to such degrading occupations) are- delegated by
the medicine-men to look at the corn felds every morning at sun-rise, and
bring into the council-house, where the kettle is ready, several ears of corn,
the husks of which the women are not allowed to break open or even to
peep through, The women then are from day to day discharged and the
doctors left to decide, until from repeated _examinations they come to the
decision that it will do; when they dispatch runners or criers, annovncing to
every part of the village or tribe that the Great Spirit has been kind to
them, and they must all mest on the next day to return thanks for his good-
ness. Thut all must empty their stomachs, and prepare for the feast that
is approaching. ,

On the day appointed by the doctors, the villagers are all assembled, and
in the midst of the group a kewtle is hung over a fire and flled with the
green corn, which is well boiled, to be given to the Great Spirit, as a sacri-
fice necessary to be made before any one can indulge the cravings of his
appetite.  Whilst this first ketieful is boiling, four medicine-men, with a
stalk of the corn in one hand and a rattle (she-she-quoi} in the other, with
their hodies painted with white clay, dance around the kettle, chanting a
song of thanksgiving to the Great Spirit to whom the offering is to be made
{(PLaTE 75} At the same time a number of warriors are dancing around in
a more extended circle. with stalks of the corn in their hands, and
ioining also in the song of thanksgiving, whilst the villagers are all assembled
and looking on. During this scene there is an arrangement of wooden
bowls 1aid npon the ground, in which the feast is to be dealt out, each one
having in it a spoon made of the buffalo or mountain-sheep's horn.

In this wise the dance continues until the doctors decide that the corn is
sufficiently boiled ; it then stops for a few moments, and again assumes a
different form and a different song, whilst the doctors are placing the ears
on a little scaffold of sticks, which they erect imwediately over the fire where
1t is entirely consumed, as they join again in the dance around it.

The fire is then removed, and with it the ashes, which together are buried
in the ground, and rew fire is originated on the same spot where the old one
was, by friction, which is done by a desperate and painful exertion by three
men seated on the ground, facing each other and violently drilling the end
of a siick into a hard block of wood by rolling it between the hands, each
one catching it in turn from the others without allowing the motion to stop
until smoke, and at last a spark of fire is seen and caught in a piece of

spunk, when there is great rejoicing in the crowd. With this a fire is k- -
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dled, and the kettleful of corn again boiled for the feast, st which the chief‘.,
doctors, and warriors ave seated ; and after this an unlimited licence is giv:en
to the whole tribe, who surfeit upon it and indulge in ull their favourid
amusements and excesses, until the fields of corn are exhausted, or its eafs
have become too hard for their comfortable mastication.

Such are the general features of the green corn festivity and dance
amongst most of the tribes; and amongst some there are maay additiopal
forms and ceremonies gone through, preparatory to the indulzence in the
feast. ) A

Some of the southern tribes concoct a most bitter and nauseating draught,
which they call aseeole (the black drink), which they drink to excess for]
severul days previous to the feast; ejecting everything from their stomachs 3
and intestines, enabling them after this excessive and painful purgation, to j
commence with the green corn upon an empty and keen siomach. ”

— [

Catlim,
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LETTER—No. 24,

MINATAREE VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURI.

EeisTLes  from such a strange place as this, where I have no desk
to wiite from, or muil to send them by, are hastily seribbled off in my note-
hook, as [ can steal a little time from the gaze of the wild group that is
‘continually about me; and instead of sending them, keeping them to bring
with me when I make my retreat from the country.

The only ‘place where I can satisfactorily make_these entries is in the
shade of some sequestered tree, to which 1 eccasionally resort, or more often
from my bed (from which [ am now writing}, enclosed by a sort of curtains
made of the skins of elks or buffaloes, completely encompassing me, where
1 am reclining on a sacking-bottom, made of the buffalo's hide; making my
entries and notes of the incidents of the past day, amidst the roar and un-
intelligible din of savage conviviality that is going on under the same roof,
and under my own eye, whenever I feel disposed to apply it to a small
aperture which brings at once the whole interiour and al} its inmates within

my view,
There are at this time some distinguished guests, besides myself, in the

Todge of the Black Moccasin; two chiefs or leaders of a party of Crows,
who arrived here a few days since, on a visit to their ancient friends and
relatives. The consequence has been, that feasting and carousing bave
been the  order of the day™ here for some time; and [ have luckily been a
welcome participator in their entertaivments. A distinguished chief of the
Minatarees, with several others in company, has been for some months past
on a visit 1o the Crows and returned, attended by some remarkably fine-
looking fellows, all mounted on fine horses. 1 have said something of
these fine specimens of the human race heretofore ; and as I have been
fastening more of them to the canvass within the few days past, [ must use
this occasion to add what follows :—

I think ! have said that no part of the human race could present a more
picturesque and thrilling appearance (n horseback than a party of Crows
rigged out in all their plumes and trappings—galloping about and yelping,
in what they call a war-parade, i. e. in a sort of tournament or sham-fight,
passing rapidly through the evolutions of battle, and vaunting forth the:
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wonderful character of their military exploits, This is an amusement, of &
which they are excessively fond; and great preparations are invariah!|y
made for these occasional shows, ‘
No tribe of Indians on the Continent are better able (o produce a pleasing
and thrilling effect in these scenes, nor any more vain, and consequently
better prepared to draw pleasure and satisfaction from them, than the Crows %8
They may be justly said to be the most beautifully clad of all the Indians in
these regions, and bringtag f:om the base of the Rocky Mountainy a ﬁnel
and spirited breed of the wild horses, have been able to create a great sen=:
sation amongst the Minatarees, who have been paying them all attentio
anq all honours for some days past. R
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T

T BT PR

with arms and trappings, as faithfully as I could to the canvass, for the &
information of the worid, who will learn vastly more from lines and colours
than they cauld from oral or written delineations.

I have painted him as he sat for me, l_)alanced on his leaping wild
horse (praTs 76) with his shield and guiver slung on his back, and his long
lance decorated with the eagle's quills, trailed in his right hand. His shirt
and his leggings, and moccasins, were of the mountzin-goat skins, beauti-
fully dressed; and their seams everywhere fringed with a profusion of
scalp-locks taken from the heads of his enemies slain in baule. His long
hair, which reached almost to the ground whilst he was standing on his faet,
way now lified in the air, and floating in black waves over the hips of his
leaping charger. On his.head, and over his shining black locks, he wore a
magnificent crest or head-dress, made of the quills of the war-eagle and
ermine skins; and on his horse’s head alse was another of equal beauty and
precisely the same in pattern and material, Added to these ornaments
there were yet many others which contributed to his picturesque appearance,
and amongst them a beautiful netting of various colours, that completely
covered and almost obscured the horse’s hiead and neck, and extended over
its back and its hips, terminating in a most extravagant and wmaguificent
crupper, embossed and fringed with rows of beautiful shells and porcupine
quills of various colours.

With all these picturesque ornzments and trappings upon and about him,
with a noble figure, and the bold stamp of a wild gentleman on his face,
adced to the rage and spiric of his wild horse, in time with whoge leaps he
issued his startling (though smothered) yelps, as he gracefully leaned to and

. fro, leaving his plumes and his plumage, his long locks and his fringes, to
float in the wind, he galloped about; and felt exceeding pleasure in display-
ing the extraordinary skill which a lifetime of practice and experiment had
furnished him in the beautiful art of riding and managing his horse, as well
as in displaying to advantage his weapons and ornaments of dress, by giving
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them the gmée of motion, as they were brandished in the air and floating in
he wind.

I have also secured the portraits of Ee-he-a-duck-chee-a (he who ties his .
3 air before, pLATE 78), and Pa-ris-ka-roo-pa (ihe two Crows, PLATE 77);
¢t fine'and fair specimens of this tribe, in both of which are exhibited the ex-
raordinary instances of the natural hair reaching to the ground, peculiarities
belonging almost exclusively to this tribe, and of which 1 have in a former

h Letter given some account. Iu presenting such instances as these, I offer

them, (and the reader will take them of course) as extrnordinary and rare
occurrences amongst the inbe, who generally fall short of these in this
peculiarity, and alsa in elegance of dress and ornament; although many
others from their numbers might be selected of equal extravagance. The
Crows are generally handsome, and comfortably clad ; every man in the
nation oils his hair with a profusion of bear's grease, and promotes its
growth to the utmost of his ability ; and the greater part of them cultivate
it down on to the calf of the leg, whilst a few are able to make it sweep
the ground.

In a former Letter | gave some account of the form of the head peculiar
“to this tribe which mayv well be recorded as a national characteristic, and
worthy of further attention, which I shall give it on a future oceasion. This
striking peculiarity is quite conspicuous in the two pertraits of which T have
Jjust spoken, exhibiting fairly, as they are both in profile, the semi-lunar outline
of the face of which I have before spoken, and which strongly characterizes
them ag distinct from any relationship or resemblance to, the Diackfeet,
Shiennies, Knisteneaux, Mandans, or other tribes now existing in these
regions. The peculiar character of which I am speaking, like all other na-
tional characteristics, is of course met by many exceptions in the tribe,

T T v
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though the greater part of the men are thus strongly marked with a bold
and prominent anti-angular nose, with a clear and rounded arch, and a low
- and receding forehead ; the frontal bone oftentimes appearing to have been
compressed by some effort of art, in a certain degree approaching to the
horrid distortion thus produced amongst the Flatheads beyond the Rocky
Mountains, [ learned however from repeated in¢juiries, that no such custom
is practiced amongst them, but their heads, such as they are, are the results
of a natural growth, and therefore may well be offered as the basis of a na-
tional or tribal character,

I recollect to have seen in several publications on the antiquities of Mexico,
many rude drawings made by the ancient Mexicans, of which the singular pro-

) files of these people forcibly remind me, almost bringing me to the conclusion

that these people may be the descendants of the race who have hequeathed

those curious and inexplicable remains to the world, and whose scattered rem-

nants, from dire and unknown necessities of those dark and veiled ages that

have gone by, have been jostled and thrown along through the bideous and
almost impenetrable labyrinths of the Rocky Mountains to the place of their
- voL. L cc
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destination where they now live. 1 am stopped, however, from ady
such as a theory, and much prefer to leave it to other hands, who mg
easily get over difficulties which T should b
outset, from the very important questions ra
Tectacss of those rude and ignorant outlines
" and character of a people,
vanced in the arts as the an

ised in my mind, as to (he o
»in truly establishing th
Amongst a people 50 ignorant and o ligle =
clent Mexicans were, {rom wly

some cf the paintings of the Mandans (on
65), where most of the figu

res have the forehead and nose an
to these Mexican outlines,

and strikingly resembling the #r
when they have certainly borrowed nothing from either, nor

living outlines like them in their own tribe to have copied-from.
Since writing the above | have passed through many vicissitudes, and wit-
uessed many curious scenes worthy of relating, some of which I will scribble

now, and leave the rest for a more leisure occasion. I have witnessed many
of the valued games and amusem

them; and also have painted 2 nu
and braves which will be found in

I have just been exceedingly a
which was called around me, form

mber of portraits of distinguished warriors
my collection,
mused with a formal and grave meeting

ed by a number of young men, and even
chiefs and doctors of the tribe, who, having heard that [ Was greal medi-

cine, and a great chief, took it upon themselves to suppose that I might
(81 perhaps must) be, a man of influence amongst the “* pale faces,” and
capable of rendefing them some relief in a case of very great grievance,

under which they represented that they were suffering.  Several most pre-
found speeches were made to me

» small animal—not far differing in siz

squirrel, but with g long, round tail, shewed himself slily about one of the
chief’s wigwams, peeping

such things ; which they |
to kill it; but hundreds
occasions, one of the spe
vouring a amall “ deer @
their lodges contained m

ooked upon as great medicine—and no ane dared
came to watch and lack at it. On gge of these
ctators saw this strange animal catching and de-
ouse,” of which little and very destructive animals
any. It was then at once determined that thiy had
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. 14 i l'a .
11 an act Of the Gfﬂat Sp‘“it, a% a4 mneans Or puttmg a !top to the EPQ t
be

(] ] ttle a L w u IIIU theil‘ Cl(}lhlno, and
111} i y l ory, hO ere cutty 8 e

Lo m\tted b LheS 8 pp H

O'.her ]H.lﬂutactﬂteﬂ to PlE:ES L amentable

d d for the countenance and proteclion of this

an i for the ¢ te ce ‘

t q solemn decrees Issue ! ¢ o

3 calle visitor and its progeny, which were soon ascertained to be ap d
welcome Yy ¥

i i d calculated soon to rid them of these thousands of llt(;Ler :ef[::t
mcreasmgl»t Ei‘\l::a.s soon, however, learned from one of the Fu:l' ;‘;?.ﬁste,fami-
i i ition {which my ma
e diSti“g"l‘liSl‘led Ob%;;t:;o:}"?}::s,p ir:;';':: Lifne 'be-l'ore,yl.anded himse.lf from
farly 03“5‘ M‘i’“;"- ts, which had ascended the Missourt river for t'm.z dlstau.ce
o;‘]clgggm;lt: ? a:: h’ad taken up its residence, without introductien or -
: o o i vigwams,
vimtic_m,_in one ?f the;rre:;n::;ﬁ:,efit‘;i‘ﬁazat!se extraordinary respect t.hely
i mfmm?tmnb,ee: aying to it; but its continual war upon thcstz litdle
h:fd for S?“[‘;e't"m:s usmz for izt's food, in the absence of all o%her:_u.:l'mir:i,
‘“‘C*t‘-‘, :::;Ctoto‘;mand J‘xeir respect, in spite of the .malimt;:r :;1”:: ;;OH;L nad
cbgznmintroduced: being unwillin.g to belrf:\'e thal: ltG,.:at ;pim.
-en, without the agency in some way of the ! ¥ e been
o e:- I ,en thus introduced acd nurtured, and their numbe‘rs : ;as o
Havilnbfullal increased in the few last years, that every wtgw:n:nd n
N .?T lym —that their caches, where they bury their cor g oner
festefl-\uth t.le ,mbbed and sacked; and the very pavements under o
D e g vaulted and sapped, that they were actually falhng to e
wigwams w)cre Soere now loocked wpon as a most disast_rons nuisance, a:; 2
Emufldi “e_)’ -wto which it was the object of this meeting to call my a :ful
Fublicecia;::m},in hopes that T might be able to desxgnagz sof'“tl}?eg::c::riast,
sade o v 1 is eot rid o
- of_relieving Lh; N f'm;;eduiel:tilt rr};al'fof}::;e;itulaﬁon, which was, to be
g theT aZanT!one ; p:mdmtolcl them, that there was rgal[y a 'glll'faa:
deal of medicine ?n the lhinﬂz and that I should therefore be quite unw1d :{113
e fﬂfdiﬁ_ﬂi to do withai't. Ba‘tiste and Bogard, who are yet my mg
N ;a;it?or;{t hl:::rly companions, took to themselves a great ieall-;nfeglisa?or
n s, ' " reat
:musement at the e?nd of this mtervlnel\!v;hl:y. s:é'::s::;?c}]rfl Bitiéte, Bogurd
b elgnft?ga;?la?{:;;rgv askaetc};-book in hand, and.we started
" I"tPOk iy dP:r town of the ;\iinatarees, which is half a mile or'molre
St a0 . L;lppother bank of the Knife River, which we crossed in ¢ }I::
dman't’ . t'e The old chief, having learred that we were to cross tho
ﬁ_ﬂlowmg m“j‘“?—f.-—m one of the womnen of his numerous hou.sehold. w
bk wpon d“ec;-lo;ld a skin-canoe (more familiarly called in this cou;m;ly, z
batl-beny h?rd ‘]‘En the form of a large tub, of a buffalo’s skln: sirete 1? 0d
bulf'l_lzrozl)c;fm:ri;iolw boughs, which she carried to the Yv::fc.,eri? ed\%i;na:e
vt it i igns for us three to get in .
Pl: Ci[:ﬁ :n?sﬁe:aézr{ :;aicr!.‘: l:;%::)sm, with scarce room in any way to ad-
were in, .
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} necks as they raised them out of the water by the side of our boat; after
' which they all joined in conducting our craft to the slore, by swimming by

the sides of, and behind it, pushing it along in the direction where they
designed to land it, until the water became so shallow, that their feet were
upon the bottom, when they waded along with great coyness, dragging us

- towards the shore, as long as their bodies, in a crouching position, could

possibly be haif concealed uuder the water, when they gave our boat the
last push for the shore, and raising a lowd and exulting laugh, plunged back
agein into the river ; leaving us the only alternative of sitting still where we
were, or of stepping out into the water at half leg deep, and of wading to
the shore, whicli we at once did, and scon escaped from the view of our
lile tormentors, and the numerous lookers-on, on our way to the upper
village, which I have before mentioned. :

Here [ was very politely treated by the Yellow Moceasin, quite an old
man, and who seemed to be chief of this band or family, constituting thei
little community of thirty or forty lodges, averaging, perhaps, twenty persons
to each. I was feasted in this man's lodge—and afterwards invited to ac-
company him and several others to 2 beautiful prairie, a mile or so above
the village, where the young men and young women of this town, and many
from the village below, had assembled for their amusements; the clief of
whichseemedto be that of racing their horses. In the midst of these scenes,
after I had been for some time a locker-on, and had felt some considerabie
degree of sympathy for a fine-looking young fellow, whose horse had been
twice beaten on the course, and whose losses had been considerable ; for
which, his sister, a very modest and preity girl, was most piteously howling
and crying. I selected and brought forward an ordinary-looking pony, that
was evidently too fut and too sleek to run against his fine-linbed litile
horse that had disappointed his hizh hopes; and I began to comment ex-
travagantly upon its muscle, &c., when I discovered him evidently cheeriny
up with the hope of getting me and my pony on to the turf with him ; for
which he soon made me a proposition ; and I, having lauded the limbs of
my little nag too much to «“ back out,” agreed to run a short race with him
of hali a mile, for three yards of scarlet cloth, a knife, and kalf a dozen
strings of beads, which I was willing to stake against a handsome pair of
leggings, which he was wearing at the time. The greatest imaginable ex-
citement was now raised amongst the crowd by this arrangement: to see a
white man preparing to run with an indian Jockey, and that with a scrub of
2 pony, in whose powers of rusning no Indian had the least confidence.
Yet, there was no one in the crowd, who dared to take up the several ather
little bets 1 was willing to tender (merely for their amusement, and for their
final exaltation); owing, undoubtzdly, 10 the bold and confident manner in
which I had ventured on the merus of this little hotse, which the tribe had
all overlooked ; and needs must have some medicine about it.

So far was this panic carried, that even my champion was ready to withe
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t"]':z:n . fn?:ietzonsnderable delay here ]:c?;;e;’]?;; “’;;g were to Witness the rg::: b Juxuriant growth of wild sun-flowers, and other vegetable producti?n§ of
races of this g me and. which I had pnot ob;erv r:l] ?,cond’!i‘mr which ;;fan 2 the soil, whose spontaneous growth had refxred their heads in such protusion,
horse! Here IY:?:very tider was tg rup entirely d;lud P;;bre, thz‘tt in q]) e ? a3 to appear all but l:ke:- a_dense. and formfdable fc')rest.. .
Pret a word, 1 wor 3 uc;:mp]etely balked, and having Iloeo,,] and ride 4 nakais 2 We lo:}erec! abogtdt.hrs ]r.lt'le vﬂlngef nwhllle: ]}?okmg into most ;r it lodges,
however, that rem quite at a lpgg g decide what was b e by me ¢ inte, L B . and tracing its winding avenues, after which we recrossed the river and
in this ﬂ;inu- o onstrance wag of [irtle avail; angd est to do., foun g * wended our way back again to hen_d.-quarters_, from’ whence we started in the
displease tht::m l_gral:_fy and Aatter them, [ thoy ht as I haq volunteeré'& . morning, :.md where I am now writing,  This d_ays rnrnb.lg she\.ved to us all
back of 3 rou nd this; g0 1 laid off my dmhesg . 1; best npt POSftively (% A the inhabitants ofth.:s httle.tnbe, exr{ept a portion of their warriors whq are
was also moumnd and glos_sy little pony, by the 'sidn fstr;u:k”ed the nakedéx’-'.' .-7 out on a ‘frnr excursion agutnst T.h.e Riccarees; and I have be::n exc_eedmgiy
anxiety for the t¢.e and stripped to the skin, and €o my competitor, Who"a’-‘, 3" pleased with their general beh?.VLOur and look?, ag well as \jwth their nume-
Reader dlds‘zu-l:. s Panting with 5 reslleuf;‘.:?‘ % rous games am% amusements, in many of which I have given them great
could be g You ever 'magine that i ¢ % +  pleasure by taking a part. .
OUEhL or 3 feglire & middle of 4 man's life there . The Minatarees, as I bave before said, are a bold, daring, and warlike.

tribe ; quite different in these respects from their neighboury the Mandans,

im~—started ‘f-: carrying war continually in their enemies’ country, thereby exposing their
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lives and diminishing the number of their warriors to that degree that I find

wafting their {ifa_iper:.: n rob - i
cen ir‘ipirec; ‘l:if;e]-mspmng folds to pjs inmos::sl that foal about him ; and 'fg‘ two or three women to a man, through thel tribe.  They are bold and fearless
that you have tI] such g feeling, ang have bee 0S8 7 If you never have 5 in the chase also, and in their eager pursuits of the bison, or buffaloes, their
J lo . n in : ) . . . i
moment, to dismbeuight of, and Imagined 3 iittle o‘.£he hab;t_of be]iev;ng N4 feats are such as to excite the aswmahz:nent and adm:r_auorg of all \_\ho
to which | canno Your mind anqg your bode. every thmg, try for g b 1oy be'hold them. Of these scecues I have vf’lmessed many since I came ufto
i i ’ g;i . this country, and amongst thu?m all, nothing have [ seen to compare with
2 Si- one to which [ was an eye-witness a few mornings since, and well worthy of
& 1 3 being described. ‘
¥ The Minatarees, as well as the Mandans, had suffered for some months
2 past for want of meat, and had indulged in the most alarming fears, that the
. thr '{- herds of-buffaloes were emigrating so far off from them, that there was great
€00 far bebind for f”’gs of Mercury, yet my req 0”5'1:‘ the clouds, gng lio ! i}: danger of their actual starvation, when it was suddenly announced through
circuit on the praj rther competition ; and T y), ACVersary was leaying me ey the village one moraing at an early hour, that a herd of buffalces was m
faction ang YP] tr1e, and came i at the star; eﬁle.d' 1o the lefy making 3 = sight, when an hundred or more young mwen-mounted their horses with wea-
pPointmen o.:" ;tatlon of ”"-‘jockeys; but gre n'g poimnt, much ¢4 the satig. : j: pons in haud and steered their course to the prairies. The chief informed
throng 14 Witn;e Wumen ang children w%o a; Ydto the Murmuring disap & me that one of his horses was in readiness for me at the door of his wigwam,
e - ’ - " . - - .
clothed myself iss the “coming oyy» of the ‘a‘ assembled i , dense ‘ _’é and that T had better go and see the curious affair. I accepted his polite
the superipr k_”ﬂsf-ant]y, and came baek ack Whltel mEdfCine-man' G | L offer, and mounting the steed, galloped off with the hunters to the prairies,
little cl-ugn-are,.S w[h, (;:. MY Competitor, gy wel,l as tl]]:)WIEdgmg my defeat, ang " where we soon descried at a distance, a fine herd of buffaloes grazing, when
s00n tUrm:j t:;joycb .;zil?eased 'him much ; and hig es;&?d:e;ful muscle of hig f a halt and a couneil were ordered, at?d the mode of attack was agreed upon.
vari-coloured bead; \{'bi "»;:Eee:pt of a bequtify] scarlet l‘obs dMentations werg I had armed myself.wnh my pen.(:ll and my sketch-book only, and conse-
After I had seeq 'e c hWere Speedily paraded o he ©, and a profysion of | B quently took my position generally in the rear, where I could see and appre-
. nou T Copper.. i .
ﬁculty, n pullmg Ba‘l‘.isfe aordthgse ammements, Isucceepdi;r C?l;:urEd neck. $" CIa[ievelry mfanceu‘:e. h' hi h- t . f -I- 1 Hed Vu A
and girls, wh "4 Bogard from 4 With some djf. 2 IR The plan of attack, which in this country is familiarly called a * surround,
we trudo—,ed I:;ﬁ]:h:y Seemed {9 be successfu”y?nongsf the ETOUDS of womep, & was explicitly agreed upon, and the hunters who were all mounted on their
1 : . ; ; . . .
. . o ke litle village of 'eal'th-cg::::z‘n?g themselve’s; and : % * buffalo horses” and .armed ""fh bc?ws l?.nd arrows or long lances, divided
Odges, which- werg b into two columns, taking opposite directions, and drew themselges Eradt.rally
o around the herd at a mile or more distance from them; thus forming a
(] -
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in the greatest confusion. To the point where they were aiming to crogy
the line, the horsemen were seen at full speed, gathering and forming in"HY
columun, brandishing their weapons and yelling in the most frightful manne;
by which means they turned the black and reshing mass which moved off iy
"gn opposite direction where they were again met and foiled In a similag
manner, and wheeled back in utter confusiony by which time the horsemen‘?
had closed in from all directions, forming a continuous line around them '_
whilst the poor affrighted animals were eddying about in a crowded and X§
confused mass, hooking and climbing upon each cther; when the work of }
death commenced. 1 had rode up in the rear and oceupied an elevated -
position at a few rods distance, from which 1 could (like the general of 2
battle field) survey from my horse’s back, the nature and the pragress of the |
grand méled ; but (unlike him) without the power of issuing a command or
in any way directing its issue.
in this grand turmoll (pLaTE 79), a cloud of dust was soon raised. whick in
parts obscured the throng where the hunters were galloping their horses around
and driving the whizzing arrows ar their leng lances ta the hearts of these noble
animals ; which in many instances, becoming influsiated with deadly wounds
in their sides, erecied their shaggy manes over their bloed-shet eves and
furipvsty plunged forwards at the sides of thetr assailants” horses, sometimes
goring them to death at a lunge, and putting their dismounted riders 1o flizht
for their lives; sometimes their dense crowd was opened, and the blinded
harsemen, too intent an their prey amidst the cloud of dust, were hemmed .
and wedged in aimidst the crowding beasts, over whose backs they were
obliged to leap for security, leaving their horses to the fate that might await
them in the results of this wild and desperate war. Many were the buils that
turned upon their assailants and met them with desperate resistance ; and
many were the warriors who were dismounted, and saved themselves by the
superior muscles of their legs; some who were closely pursued by the bulls,
wheeled suddealy around and snatching the part of a buffalo robe from
around their waists, threw it over the horns and the eyes of the infuriated
beast, and darting by its side drove the arrow ar the lance to its heart.
Others suddenly dashed off upon the praities by the side of the affrighted
animals which hud escaped from the throng, and closely escorting them for
a few rods, brought down their hearts biood in streams, and their huge car-
¢asses upon the green and enamelled turf.
In this way this grand hunt soon resoived itself into a desperate battle:
end in the space of fiftcen minutes, resulted in the total destruction of the
whole herd, which in all their strength and fury were doomed, like every
beast and living thing else, to fall before the destroying hands of mighty
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1 bad sat in trembling silence upon my horse, and witnessed this extra-

- ordinary scene, which allowed not one of these animals to escape out of my

sight- Many plunged off upon the prairie for a distance, but were over-
taken and killed ; and although T could not distinctly estimate the number
that were slain, yet 1 am sure tlnt some hundreds of these noble animals
fell in this c7'r:md mglée, -

The scene after the battle was over was novel and curious in the extreme;
the hunters were moving about amongst the dead and dsing animals,
leading their horses by their halters, and claiming their victims by their
private marks upon their arrows, which they were drawing from the wounds
in the animals’ sides.

Amongst the poor affrighted creatures that had occasionally dashed
through the ranks of their enemy, and sought safety in flight upon the
prairie (and in some instances, had undoubtedly gained it), T saw them
stand awhile, Jooking back, when they turned, and, as if’ bent on their own
destruction, retraced their steps, and mingled themselves and their deaths
with those of the dying throng.  Others had fled to a distance on the prairies
and for want of company, of friends or of foes, had stood and gazed on 1ill
the battle-scene was over; seemingly taking pains to stay, and hold
their lives in readiness for their destroyers, until the general destruction was
over, when they fell easy victims to their weapons—making the slaughier
complete.

After this scene, and after arrows had been claimed and recovered, a
general councif was held, when all hands were seated on the ground, and a
few pipes smoked ; after which, all mounted their horses and rode back to
the village.

A deputation of several of the warriors was sent to the chief, who ex-
plained to him what had been their success; and the same intelligence was
soon communicated by little squads to every fumily in the village; and pre-
parations were at once made for securing the meat.  For this purpose, some
hundreds of women and children, to whese lots fall all the drudgeries of
Indian life, started out upon the trail, which led them to the baufe field,
where they spent the day in ckinning the animals, and cutting up the
meat, which was mostly brought into the villages on their backs, as they
tuggzed and swealed under their enormous and cruel loads.

1 rode out to see this curious scene; and I regret exceedingly that I
kept no memorandum of it in my sketch-book. Amidst the throng of women
and children, that had been assembled, and all of whom seemed busily at
work, were many superannuated and disabled nags, which they had brought
out to assist in carrying in the meat; and at least, one thousand semi-loup
dogs, ahd whelps, whose keen appetites and sagacity had brought them out,
to claim their shares of this abundant and sumptuous supply.

I staid and inspected this eurious group for an hour or more, during
which time, [ was almost continually amused by the clamorous contentions
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that arose, and generally ended, |
dogs and women, who seemed ofik
acquired rights; and disposed t
by manual and brute foree,
When 1 had seen enough of this [ rode
bluff, a mile or two from tl

o settle their claims by * tooth and najl".

LETTER—No. 25.

» that laid beneath me; ovat
String of women, dogs and horses,
Tepassing as they were busily bearing home thej
B¢, and in their minjature appearance, whijeh
+:

which there seemed a continual strip
rest of the day, passing and
heavy burthens to their villa
the distance gave them, not
sometimes seen, sacking a
e sweets of a sugar pow),

LITTLE MANDAN VILLAGE, UPPER MISSOURL

1x speaking of the Mandans, in a former Letter, I mentioned that they
were living in two villages, which are about two miles apart. Of their nrin-
cipal village I have given a minute account, whicl precludes the necessity of
my saying much of their smaller town, to which 1 descended a tew davs
since, from the Minatarees; and where | find ther mudes and customs,
precisely the same as I have heretofore described. Thisvillage contains sixty or
eighty lodges, built in the same manner as those which I have already men-
tioned, and 1 have just learned that they have been keeping the anaual
ceremony here, precisely in the same manner as that which I witnessed in
the lower or larger town, and have explained. .

I have been treated with the same hospitality here that was extended to me
in the other village; and have painted the portraits of several distinguished
persons, which has astonished and pleased them very much. The operation
of my brush always gains me many enthusiastic friends wherever I go amongst
these wild folks; and in this village I have been unusually honoured and
even afflicted, by the friendly importunities of one of these reverencing para-
sites, who (amongst varigus other offices of hospitality and kindness which he
has been bent upon extending to me), has insisted on, and for several nights
been indulged in, the honour as he would term it, of offering his body for my
pillow, which I have not had the heart to reject, and of course e has not
lacked the vanity to boast of, as an act of signal kindness and hospitality on
his part, towards a great and u distinguished stranger !

I have been for several days suffering somewhat with an influenza, which
has induced me to leave my bed, on the side of the lodge, and sleep on the
floor, wrapped in a buffalo robe, with my feet to the fire in the centre of the
room, to which place the genuine politeness of my constant and watchfal
friend has as regularly drawn him, where his irresistible importunities have
brought me, night after night, to the only alternative of using his bedaubed
and bear-greased body for a pillow.

Being unwilling to deny the poor fellow the satisfaction he seemed to be
drawing from this singular freak, I took some pains to inguire into his i
character ; and learned that he was a Riccaree brave, by the name of Pah-
too-ca-ra (he who strikes), who is here with several others of bis tribe, on a \
friendly visit (though in a hostile village), and living as they are, unprotected, |
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except by the merey of their enemies.  { think it probable, therefore, that'h
is ingeniously endearguring thus to ingratiate himself in my affections, apy
coasequently-to insure my guardianship and influence for his protection, :
this as it may, he is rendering me many kind services, and 1 have in retuen
traced him oo my canvass for immortality (prate 83), -

By the side of him (prave 84), I have painted a beautiful littfe ginl of the3
same tribe, whose name is Pshan-shaw {the sweet-scented grass), giving g
Very pretty specimen of the dress and fashion of the women in this tribe?
The inner garment, which is like o slip or a frock, is entire in one piece, and
beautifu”y ornamented with embroidery and beads, with a row of elks
teeth passing across the breast, and a robe of the young buffalo’s skin, 1

tastefuily and elaborately embroidered, gracefully thrown over her shoulders, -,
and hanging down to the ground behind her, .

Prare 82 gives a portrait of one of the chiefs of this tribe by the name of
Stan-au-pat (the bloody hand}, and (reate 81} of Kah-beck-a {the twin),

a good-looking matron, who was painted a few weeks since in the prin-
cipal Mandan village. '
The dressesin both of these portraits are very beautiful, and I haye pro-

cured them, as well as the one before spoken of, for my eollection,

Prare 80, gives a view of the Riccarce village, which iy beautifylty
situated on the west bank of the river, 200 miles below the Mandans ; and
built very much in the same maaner; being constituted of 150 earth.
covered lodzes, which are in part surrounded by an imperfect and open
barrier of piquets set firmly in the ground, and of ten or tivelve feet in
height, :

This village is built Upon an open prairie, and the gracefully undulating
hills that rise in distance behind it are everywhere covered with a verdant
green turf, without a tree or g bysh anywhere to be seen. This view was
taken from the deck of the steamer wlien I was on my way up the river;
and probably it was well that I took it then, for s0 hostile and deadly are
the feelings of these people towards the pole fuces, at this time, that jt may
be deemed most pradent for we to ‘pass them on my way down the river,
withaut stopping to make them a visit.  They certainly are harbouring the
most resentful feelings ut this time towards the Traders, and others passing
on the river; and po doubt, that there is great danger of the lives of any
white men, who untuckily fall into their hzuds. They have recently sworn
death and destrocsion to every white man, who comes in their way; and
there is no doulyt, that they are ready to execute their threats,

Whea Lewis and Clarke first visited these peaple thirty vears since, it will
be found by a reference to their history, that the Riccarces received gud
treated them with great kindness and hospitaliy ; but owing to the system
of trade, and the manner in which it has
they have been inflicted with real oF wmaginary abuses, of which they are
themselves. and the Fur T:aders,
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noW harbourmg the rnost mveterate feelmg's toward.-. ‘the who]e cmhzed
ace, - o - B T T T Y
The chcarees are uuquestlonably a part of the tribe of Pawnees, hvmg )
n the Platte Rlver, some hundreds’ of miles below this, masmuch as their
g Ianguage is nearly or qun.e ‘the same; and their personal appeamnce and
s customs as similar as could be reasonably expected amongst a people so lOno
Biince separated from their parent tribe, and continually subjected to inno- ”
Riiations from the nelnrhhounng tribes around them; amongst whom, in their
W eratic wanderings in search of.a location, ‘they have been Jostled about in
the character, a.lteruately, "of friends and of foes. . - -
£ - [ shall resume my voyage down the river in a few days in my canoe and e
may, perhaps, stop and pay these people a visit, and consequently, be
r.able to say more of them ; or, I may be hauled in, to the shore, and my boat
plundered, and my “ scalp danced,” as they have dealt quite recently with
£-the last trader, who has dared for several years past, to continue his resi-
% dence with them, after they had laid fatal hands on each one of his com-
- rades before him, and divided and shared their goods. ,

Of the Mandans, who are about me in this little village, I need say
nothing, except that they are in every respect, the same as those [ have de-
scribed in the lower village—and in fact, 1 believe this little town is rather a
: summer residence for a few of the noted families, than anything else; as |

_am told that none of their wigwams are tenanted through the winter. |

“shall leave them in the morning, and take up my residence a few days
longer ‘with my hospitable friends Mr. Kipp, Mah-to-toh-pa, &c. in the
" large village ; and then with h]y canvass and easel, and paint-pots in my
. canoe; with Ba‘tiste and Bogard to paddle, and my owp oar to steer, wend
© my way again on the wighty Missouri towards my native Iand bidding
everlasting farewell to the kind and hospitable Mandans.

In taking this final leave of them, which will be done with some decided
feelings of regret, and in receding from their country, I shall look back and
reflect upon ‘them and their curious and peculiar modes with no small degree’
of pleasure, as well as surprise; inasmuch as their hospitality and. friendly
treatment have fully corroborated my fixed belief that the North American

~Indiafijn his primitive state is a high-minded, hospitable and honourahle
. bei 1E&.nd their singular and peculiar customs have raised an irresistible
* behcf in }ny mind that they have had a different origin, or are of a different
W rei pound of character from dny other !.rlbe that I have yet seen, or that can
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and many with bazel, with greg, and

dedly mauggest the existenae of looks and of f. ustorns amsngat the . p s é“ the co]au;g in cmhzed soclety,
mg incontestible proofs of an amalgam of cmlxzed and ﬂavage ‘ _ iﬂ.h lue eyes. e w1sh (he readerto bear it m
 the absence of all prodf of any, recent proimity ofa, c‘mhzed o g .11!‘-'- . £ 7hc sbove is a suggestion of mmmt hﬂ il be after -1 bave “cole
: m any way have been engrafted upon them, md that if Tsever advance suchas a ¢ eiry,ms v dos after | have talen
) _ &, These facts theny thh the host of their pecuhanttea w}uc} st.are 8 traveiled kctef-’l other prcafs, which 1 shall take great pa b the river i my
‘ " ‘ i the face, lead the mind back jo srarch of somé-more mmote‘wd };rlﬁ;r S ¥, qcabulary of their languagm and also 10 :?gns of the ground, fo ascertain |
Ve, Veauge for. such striking mngulariuea and in his ﬂﬂemma,ﬂ{have ) 5 ce, | may be phle from fy own exammz e of thet ot locations
almast disposed (vot to advance'it asa theory, but) to énquite whethe L whethf‘l' ihe shores of the Missouri bear {:th 1Ee auntey below, there remain
ma.y not be found, yet existing, the remains of the Welsh, coi’nny--the 0:; whether amo@st the tribes who mhadt N tough their .
fowers of Mado ; who history tells us, if T recollect right; start withytel) any sausi'actmy craditions of their residences :
i "ships, to colonizé a country-whick he had discovered in the Westem Dce - AtTies. for ‘sarme ime
. -whose expedition 1 think bas been pretty clearly frated to the month el {ﬁq ¥ { olose here my book (and probabty for sa '
. Mississippi, or the coast of Florida, and whose fate further than t.lg}a

= fnendly and hospitable Mandaus.
nea!ed in vnsearchable mystery. .. ~ L N “”({4

* 1 am travelling in this country as 1 have before satd not to ad-::mce s:r)
prove theories, but to see all that I am able to see, and to tell i in'th 'ﬁb,

mg remarka), on the :

i the Mandans was
d since the above aceount ©
ND’IE—-—lS&‘?:: ‘th{ef:o:a::nfa:lzgsio the resder the melanchoty intelligrace of .the
BY written, 1 op

hspnened s shart time afier I left -their
3 e mmnﬁg&i: o‘;]:.;:f; m‘;?mmna { have axplained in the };;;pi:;
oo e eon m’mlmf of this Work; e well as some further considerationy e
e econt ¥ m:ie relgtive o theid early bistory, and the probable fnfta n‘; e
n:?:?hmhl respectiolly vafar . the resder before ha goes fu

slons, or for theories I may feel disposed to advance, and be better 'able to
defend after 1 oet out of thia singular country; where all the powers ¢ of ong
facultiey are reqmred and wuch better employed [ ‘consider, in heipu}g&:m
R along and in gathering materials, than in stopping to draw too nicéFand
Sl delicate conclasions by the way. o ;;v;-, AN
It wy indefinite recollections of the fate of that colony, hawever, £1) ra:
corded in history be eorrect, 1 see no harm in suggesting the inqairy, whethery
they did oot sail up the Mzsmssppl river in their ten ships, or such n?imbe
of them a8 might have arrived #afe in its mouth; and having advauced | up the
Ohio from its junction, (as they naturally would, it being the w:dest and '
T, - most gentle current) to a rich snd fertile country, plaated themselvds as il
. .agriculturalists on” its rich banks, whera they lived and Rourished, and
: creased in. pumbers, until they were attacked, and at lam. bes;eged by, i,
~numerous hordes of savages who were jealous of their growing coudmox; L
and as a protection against thexr;,assauits, built those buwerous ci
- fortifications, the tuins of which are now to be seen_on the Oh;o_and' X
“¥i T, Muskingum, in which they were at last all dastroyed, except some few fami 3 '. RO
+° lies who had intermarried with the Indians, and whose oﬂ'sprmg, bemg halfz¥g b, "
breeds, were in such a manner alfied to them that thenr hves were apared o

. and forming themselves fnto a small_aud sepatate nammun:ty, o

e, - Tesidence on the banks of the Missouri; on which, for the wan
' nent location, being on the lands of their mare powerful

aubject just above-
followera of Madee,
:l.w pody of the Worke Sae Appendiz A.

Cem
'
v

}:ave in -time msgrated 16 the plaee whera they are
sequendy found with the numemus .and almost unacc

P 1

'1 L of the Nm-th Amencan Indmns wn.h complexxons of everj hade
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LETTER—No. 26

MOUTH OF TETON RIVER, UPPER MISSOURL

Since writing the above Letter 1 have descended ‘the Missouri, a di'sfa‘ 1y Fams
of six or seven hundred miles, in my little bark, with Ba'tiste and Bogard;
my old * compagnons du voyage,” and bave much to say of what we th
did and what we saw on our way, which will be given anon. =

[ atm now in the heart of the country belonging to the numerous teibe'sf
Sioux or Dahcotas, and have Indian faces and Indian cusioms in abun-¢3
dance around me. This tribe is one of the most numerous in North Ameripﬁ}i'g
and also one of the most vigorous and warlike tribes to be found, number'
ing some forty ‘or fifty thousand, and able undoubtedly to muster, if the &%,

and arrows and long laoces, killing their game {rom their horses’ backs whil
at full speed. : : K
The name Sicux {pronounced see-00) by which they are familiarly called, s

1 never have learned; their own name being, in their language, Dah-co-ta
The personal appearance of these people is very fine-and prepossessing, their
persons tall and straight, and their movements elastic and graceful. Their
stature is considerably above that of the Mandans and Ricearees, or Black-
feet; but about equal to that of the Crows, Assinneboins and Minatarees
furnishing at least one haif of their warrior of aix feet or more in height.
I am here living with, and enjoying the hospitality of a gentleman by the &
name of Lafdlaw, a Scotchman, who is attached to the American Fur Cam:,
pany, and whe, in company with Mr. M‘Kenzie (of whom 1 bave be 8
spoken) and Lamont, has the whole agency of the Fur Company’s “trar s
tions in the regions of the Upper Missouri and the Rocky Mpuntsins,
This gentleman has a Goely-built Fort here, of two or thice
feet square, enclosing eight or ten of their factories, house-
in the midst of which he accupies spacious and comfortakie ©pany
which are well supplied with the comforts and luxuries of Uiz nul, neddy 5
: Sioux

aad respectably conducted by a fine looking, moder. “nd ignifd
- ) N A
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¢ weman, the kiund and affectionate mather of his little Back of pretty and in-
S yeresting children,

" This Fort is undoubtedly one of the most important and-productive of
the American Fur Company’s posts, being in the cenire of the great Sioux
country, drawing from all quarters an immense and almost incredible
b number of buffalo robes, which are carried to the New York and other Eas-
tern markets, and soid at a greal profit. This post is thirteen hundred
miles above St Louis, on the west bank of the Missouri, on a beautiful
p]ain near the mouth of the Teton river which empties inte the Missouri
from the West, and the Fort las received the name of Fort Pierre, in
compliment to Monst, Pierre Choutean, who i3 one of the partners in the
Fur Company, residing in St. Louis; and to whose politeness { am indebted,
as I have before mentioned, for my passage in the Company's steamer, on
her first voyage to the Yellow Stone; and whose urbane and gentlemanly
society, I have before said, [ had during my passage.

The country abeut this Fort is almost entirely prairie, producing along the
banks of the river and streams only, slight skistings of timber. No site
could have Deen selected more pleasing or more advantageous than this; the
Fort is in the centre of one of the Missouri’s most beaxutiful plains, and hern-
med in by a series of gracefully undulating, ‘grass-covered hills, on all sides ;
rising like o series of terraces, to the summit level of the prairies, some thhee
or four hundred feet in elevation, which then stretches off in an apparently
-boundless ocean of graceiully swelling waves and fields of green. On
my way up the river I made a painting of this lovely spot, taken from the
summit of the bluffs, a mile or two distant (PrLaTE 85}, shewing an encamp-
ment of Sioux, of six hundred tents or skin lodges, around the Fort, where
they had concentrated to make their spring trade ; exchanging their furs and
peltries for articles and luxuries of civilized manufactures.

The great family of Sioux who occupy so vast a tract of country, extend-
ing feom the banks of the Mississippi river to the base of the Roeky Moun-
tains, are everywhere a migralory or roaming tribe, divided into forty-two
bands or families, each having a chief who all acknowledge a superior or
head chief, to whom they all are lield subordinate. This suberdination,
however, 1 should rather record as their former and nutive regulation, of
which there exists no doubt, than an existing one, since the numerous inno-
vations made amongst these people by the Fur Traders, as well as by the
proximity of civilization along a great deal of their frontier, which soon upset
and change many native regulations, and particularly those relating to their
government and religion. ‘ )

There is one principal and familiar division of this tribe into what are called
the Mississipp: and Missouri Sioux. Those bordering on the banks of the
Mississippi, concentrating at Prairie du Chien and Fort Snelling, for the
purposes of trade, &c., are called the Mississippi Sioux, These are some-
what advanced towards civilization, and fomiliar with white people, with
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whot they aave held intercourse for many years, and are consequently ‘>
cessive \\ﬁiskey drinkers, though constituting but a meagre proportion' 44
at the same time, but a very unfair and imperfect sample of the great mgy,
of this tribe who inhabit the shores of the Missouri, and fearlessly mam'!‘a;
the vast plains intervening between it and the Rocky Mountains, and 4
still livig entirely in lhelr primitive condition, 3
There is no tribe on the Continent, perhaps, of finer looking men than tbe i
Sicux ; and few tiibes who are better and more comh}rmbly clad, and sup-
plied with the necessaries of life. There are no parts of the great plams i}
Amertea which are more '1bund1nr,lv stocked \wth buffaloes and wild horsesk

the other to the:r use. There has gone abroad from the mam histories whtch =g
have been written of these peop]e an opinion which is too current in the}
world, that the Indian is necessarily a poor, drunken, murderous wretch
which account i3 certainly wnjust as regards the savage, and doing less!
than justice to the world for whom such histories have been prepared. 13
have travelled several years already amongst these people and 1 have no
had my sealp taken, nor a blow struck me; ner had cceasion to raise my
hand against an Indian; mor has my property been stolen, as yet to my
knowledge, to the value of a shilling; and that in a country where no man
it punishable by law for the crime of stealing; siill scme of them steal, and
murder too; and if white men did not do the same, and thatin defiance - _=
of the laws of Ged and man, [ mizht take satisfaction in stigmatizing the
Indian character as thievish and murderous, That the Indians in their native
stade are “ drunken,” is false; for they are the only temperance people, lite-
rally speaking, that ever I saw in my travels, or ever expect to see. Ifthe
civitized world ara startled at this, it is the faef that they must battle with,
rot with me; for these people manufacture no spirituous liquor themselves, .
“and know nothing of it until it is brought into their country and tendered to -
them by Christians. That these people are “ naked” is equally untrue, and
28 easily disproved ; for [ am sure that with the paintings [ have made
amongst the Mandans and Crows, and other tribes; and with their beaatiful
costumes which I have procured and shall bring home, I shall be able to
establish the fact that many of these people diess, nat only with clothes
comfortable for any latitude, but that they also dress with some consider-
able toste and elegance. Nor am [ quite sure that they are entidled to the
name of * poor," who live in a boundless country of green fields, with good’ )
horses to ride ; where they are all joint tenants of the soil, together; where P
the Great Spirit has supphed them with an abundance of food to eat—where
they are all indulging in the pleasures and amusements of a lifetime of idle-
ness and ease, with no business hours to attend to, or professions to learn—
where they have no notes in bank or ather debts ta pAy-—RO taxes, no ‘r
tithes, no rents, nor beggars to touch and tax the sympathy of their souls |
at «very step they go. Such might be poverty in the Christian world, but |
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is sute to be a blessing where the pride and insolence of comparative wealth

:  are unknown.

[ mentioned that this is the nucleus or place of concentration of the nu-
merous tribe of the Sinux, who often congregate here in preat masses to
make their trades with the American Fur Company; and that on my way
up the river, some months since, 1 found here encamped, six hundred fami-
lies of Sioux, living in tents covered with buffalo hides. Amongst these there
were twenty or mere of the different bands, each one with their chief' at their
head, over whom was a superior chief and leader, a middle-aged man, o1
wmiddling stature, with a noble countenance, and a figure almost equalling
the Apollo, and I painted his portrait (praTe 86). The name of this chief
is Ha-won-je-tah (the one horn) of the Mee-ne-cow-e-gee band, who has
risen rapidly to the highest honours in the tetbe, from his own extraordinary
merits, even at so early an age. He told me that he took the name of **One
Harn” (or shell) from 2 simple small shell that was hanging on his neck,
which descended to him from his father, and which, he said, he valued more
than anything he possessed ; affording a striking instance of the living affec-
tion which these people nften cherish for the dead, innsmuch as he chose
to carry this name through life in preference to many others and mare
honourable ones he had a right to have taken, from different battles and
exploits of his estraordinary life. He treated me with great kindness and-
attention, considering himself highly complimented by the signal and unpre.
cedented henour I had conferred upon him by painting his portrait, and- that
before | had invited any other. His costume was a very handsome one, and
will have a place in my Ixnray Gavreny by the side of his pictore, It is
made of elk skins beautifully dressed, and fringed with a profusion or
porcupine quills and scalp-locks ; and his hair, which is very long and pro-
fuse, divided into two parts, and litted up and crossed, over the top of his
head, with a simple tie, giving it somewhat the appearance of a Turkish
turban,

his extraordinary man, before he was raised to the dignity of chief,
was the renovned of his tribe for his athletic achievements. In the chase
he was foremost ; he could run down a buffalo, which he often had done,
on his own legs, and drive his arrow to the heart. He was the fleetest in
the tribe; and in the races he had run, he had always taken the prize,-

It was proverbial in his tribe, that Ha-wan-je-tah’s bow never was drawn
in vain, and his wigwam was abundantly furnished with scalps that he had
taken from his enemies’ heads in battle, .

Having descended the river thus far, then, and having hauled out my
canoe, and taken up my guarters for awhile with mine hospitable host, Mr,
Laidlaw, as I have belore said ; and having introduced my readers to the
country and the people, and more particularly to the clief dignitary of the
Sioux; and having promised in the beginning of this Letter also, that |
should give them some amusing and curious information that we picked up,
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and incidents that we met with, on our voyage from the Mandans to thiy
place ; 1 have again to beg that they will pardon me for withholding from
them vet awhile longer, the incidents of that cutions and most impurtant "
part of my Tour, the absence of which, at this time, seems to make a “ hole
in the ballad,” though I promise my readers they are written, and will appear
in the book in a proper and appropriate place.

Taking it for granted then, that I will be indulged in this freak, I qm :
taking the liberty of presumning ont my readers’ patience in proposing another; - ¥
which is to offer them here an extract from my Notes, which were made on’ ;
my journey of 1300 miles from St. Louis ta this place, where I stopped,
as I have said, amongst several thousands of Sioux ; where I remained for
some time, and painted my numerous portraits.of their chiefs, &e.; one of
whom was the head and leader of the Sioux, wham [ have already intro-
duced. On the long and tedious route that lies between St. Louis and this
place, 1 passed the Sacs and Joways—the Konzas—the Omahaws, and the
Qttoes (making notes on them all, which are reserved for another place),
and landed at the Puncahs, a small tribe restding in one village, on the west
bank of the river, 300 miles below this, and 1000 ffom St. Louis.

The Puncahs are all contained in seventy-five or eighty lodges, made of
buffalo skins, in the form of tents; the irames for which are poles of fifteen
or twenty feet in length, with the butt ends standing on the ground, and
the small ends meeting at the top, forming 2 cone, which sheds off the
rain and wind with perfect success. This small remnant of a tribe are not
more than four or five hundred in numbers; and I should think, at [east,
two-thirds of those are women, This disparity in numbers having been pro- -
duced by the continual losses which thetr men suffer, who are penetrating
the buffalo country for meat, for which they are now obliged to travel 2
" great way (as the buffaloes have recently lefi their country}), exposing their
lives to their more numerous enemies about them. .

The chief of this tribe, whose name is Shoo-de-ga-cha (smoke), 1 painted .
at full length (pLaTE 87), and his wife also, a young and very pretty woman
{rLaTc 88), whose name is Hee-la'h-dee (the pure fountain); her peck .
and arms were curiously tattoced, which is a very frequent mode of orna-
menting the body amongst this and some other tribes, which is.done by
pricking into the skin, gunpowder and vermilion. '

The chief, who was wrapped in a buffalo robe, is a noble specimen of
native dignity and philosophy. I conversed much with him ; and from his
lignified manuers, as well as from the soundness of his reasoning, 1 became
fully convinced that he deserved tq be the sachem of a more numerous and .
prosperous trive, e related to me with great coolness and frankness, the
poverty and listress of his nation; and with the method of a philesopher,
predicted the certain and rapid extinction of his tribe, which he had not the
power to avert. Poor, noble chief; who was equal 1o, and worthy of 8
greater empire! He sat upon the deck of the steamer, overiooking the little
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cluster of his wigwams mingled amongst the trees; and, like Caius Marius,
weeping over the ruins of Carthage, shed tears as he was descanting on e
“poverty of his ill-fated little community, which he told me * had once been
powerful and happy; that the butfaloes which the Great Spirit had given
them for food, and which formerly spread all over their green prairies, -
had all been killed or driven out by the approach of white men, who wanted
their skins; that their country was now entirely destitute of game, and
even of roots for their food, as it was one continued prairie; and that his
young men penetrating the countries of their enemies for buffaloes, which
they were oblized to do, were cut to picces and destroyed in great numbers.
That his people had foolishly become fond of fire-water (whiskey), and had
given away everything in their country for it—that it had destroyed many
of his warriors, and soon would destroy the rest—that his tribe was too
small, and his warriors too few to go to war with the tribes around them ;
that they were met and killed by the Sionx on the North, by the Pawnees
on the West; and Dby the Osages and Konzas on the South; and still more
alarmed from the constant advance ot the pale faces-—their enemies from the
Tast, with whiskey and small-pos, which already had destroyed four-fifths
of his tribe, and soon would impoverish, and at last destroy the remainder
of them.”

In this way did this shrewd philosopher lament over the unlucky destiny
of his tribe ; and I pitied him with all my heart. [ have no doubt of the
correctness ot his representations ; and 1 believe there is no tribe on the
frontier more in want, nor any more deserving of the sympathy and charity
of the government and Christian societies of the civilized world.

The son of this chief, a vouth of eighteen vears,and whose portrait I painted
(PL ate 903, dl:lmv‘llhhed himself in a s:nrrular manner the day before
our steamer reached their village, by taking to him four wives in one day ?
This extracrdinary and unprecedented freak of his, was just the thing to
make him the greatest sort of medicine in the eves of his people ; and pro-
bably he may date much of bis success and greatness throngh life, to this
bold and originzl step, which suddenly raised him into notice and im-
portance.

Tle old chief Shoo-de-ga-cha, of whom I have spoken above, considering

his son Lo have arrived to the age of maturity, fitted him out for house-keep-
ing, by giving him a handsome wigwam to live in, and nine horses, with -

many other valuable presents ; when the boy, whose name is Hongs-kay-de
(the great chief), soon laid his plans.for the proud and pleasant epech in his
life, and consummated them in the following ingenrious and amusing man-
ner,

Wishing to connect himself with, and consequently to secure the coun-
tenance of some of the most infuential men in the tribe, he had held an
mterview with one of the most distinguished ; and easily (being the son of
a chief), made an arrangement for the hand of his diwslaer, which he was
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to receive on a certain day, and at a certain hour, for which he-was 3o
give two hurses, a gun, and several pounds of tebacco.  This was enjoined o3 3
the father as a profound secret, and as a condition of the espousal. Iy
like manner he soon made similar arrangements with three other leuding’
men of the tribe, each of whom had a young and beantiful daughter, of
marriageable age, To each of the fathers he had promised two horses, ang "
other presents similar to those stipulated for in the first instance, and al} »'»'E’ﬁ"
under the same injunctions of secresy, until the hour approached, when he /2¢
had announced to the whole tribe that he was to be married. At the time™
appointed, they all assembled, and all were in ignorance of the fair hand that
was 1o be placed in his on this occasion. He had got some of his young +
friends who were prepared to assist him, to lead ap the eight horsés. He took ™ &
two of them by the hallers, and the other presents agreed upon in his other
hand, and advancing to the first of the parents, whose danghter was standing
by the side of him, saying to him, ** you promised me the hand of your
danghter on this day, for which I was 1o give you two horses.,” The father
assented with a “ugh ! receiving the presents, and giving lus child ; when
some confusion ensued from the simultaneous remonstrances, which were
suddenly made by the other three parents, who had brought their daughters
forward, and were shocked at this suddea disappointment, as well as by the
mutual declarations tl.ey were making, of similar contracts that each one
had entered inta with him ! As sqon as they could be pacified, and sileace was
restored, he exultingly replied, ¢ You have all acknowledged in public your
prowises with me, which I shall expect you to fulfl. I am here to perform
all the engagements which I have made, and I expect you all to do.the
same”-—No more was said. He led up the two horses for each, and deli-
vered the other presents ; leading off to liis wigwam his four brides—taking
two in each band, and commenced at once upon his new mode of life; re~
serving only vue of his horses for his own daily use,
I visited the wigwam of this young installed medicine-man several times,
and saw his four modest fittle wives seated around the fire, where al} seemed
to harmanize very well ; and for anght | could discofer, were entering very
happily on the duties and pleasures of married 1ife. I selected one of ‘them
fur her portrair, and painted it (riave 89), Mong-shong-shaw (the bending
willow}), in a very pretty dress of deer skins, and covered with a young buf- -
falo’s 7obe, which was bandsomely ornamented, and worn with much grace
and pleasing effect.
Mr, Choutean of the Fur Company, and Major Sanford, the agent for the
Upper Missouri [ndians, were with me at this time; and both of these
gentlemen, highly pleased with so ingenious and innocent a freak, felt dis-
posed to be liberal, and sent them many presents from the steamer.
The ages of these young brides were probably all between twelve and
fifieen years, the season of life in which most of the girls in this wild country
Coulract marriage,
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t is a surprising fact, that women mature in these regions at that early
age, and there have been some instances where marriage lias taken place,
even at eleven; and the juvenile mother has been blest with her first off-
spring at the age of twelve !

These facts are calculated to ereate surprise and almost incredulity in the
mind of the reader, but there are circumstances for his consideration yet to
be knewn, which will i a manner account for these extraordinary facts,

There is not a doubt but there is a more early approach to maturity
amongst the females of this country than in civilized communities,.owiné-
etther to a natural and constitutional difference, or to the exposed and active
life they lead. Yet there is another and more general cause of early mar-
riages (and consequently apparent maturity), which arises out of the modes
and forms of the country,where most of the marriages are contracted with tha
parents, hurried on by the impatience of the applicant, and prematurely ac-
cepted and consummated on the part of the parents, who are often impatient
to be in receipt of the presents they are to teceive as the price of their
daughters. There i3 also the facility of dissolving the marriage contract in
this country, which does away with one of the most serious dithculties which
lies in the way in the civilized world, and calculated greatly to retard its
eonsummation, which is not an equal objection in Inditn communities. Edu-
cation and accomplishments, again, in the fashionable world, and also a
time and a season to flourish and show them off, necessarily engross that part
of a young lady’s life, when the pocr Indian girl, who finds herself weaned
from the familiar embrace of her parents, with Ler mind and her body ma-
turing, and her thoughts and her passions straying away in the world for
some theme or some pleasure to cling to, easily follows their juvenile and
ardent dictates, prematurely entering on that system of life, consisting in
reciprocal dependence and protection.

In the instance above described, the young man was in no way censured
by his people, but most loudly applanded ; for in this country polygamy is
allowed ; and in this tribe, where there are two or three times the number of
‘women that there are of men, such an arrangement answers a good purpose,
whereby so many of the females are provided for and taken care of ; and
particularly so, and to the great satisfaction of the tribe, as well as of the
the parties and families concerned, when so many fall to the lot of a chief,
ot the son of a chief, into whose wigwam it is considered an honour to be
adopted, and where they are the most sure of protection.




LETTER—No. 2/,

NOUTH OF TETON RIVER, UPPER MISSOURL

‘Wrzy we were about to start on our way up the river from the village of 4Ef :

Fbé Puncahs, we found that they were packing up all their goods and pré %

paring to start for the praivies, farther to the West, in pursuit of baffaloss, 1o .

dry meat for their winter's supplies. They took down their wigwams of skins <&

to carry with them, and all were flat to the ground and evervthing packing ",

up ready for the starst. My attention was directed by Major Sanford, the’

Indian’ Agent, to one of the most miserable and helpless looking objects that -

1 everhad seen in my life, a very aged and emaciated man of the tribe
who he told me was to be exposed. "
The tribe were going where hunger and dire necessity compelled them to go,

_fmd this pitiable object, who had once been a chief, and a man of distinction
_in his tribe, who was now too old to travel, being reduced to mere skin and '
bones, was to be left to starve, or meet with such death as might fall to his
lot, and his bones {0 be picked by the wolves! I lingered around this poor
old forsaken patriarch for hours before we started, to indulge the tears of
sympathy which were flowing for the sakeof this poor benighted and de-
crepit old man, whose worn-out limbs were no longer able to support him;
their kind and faithful offices having long sifice been performed, and his
body and his mind doomed to linger into the withering agony of decay, und
gradual solitary death. T wept, and it wasa pleasure ta weep, for the pain-
ftfl looks, and the dreary prospects of this old veteran, whose eyes were
dimmed, whose venerable locks were whitened by an hundred years, whose .

li{nbs were almost naked, and trembling as he sat by a small fire which his ;
friends had left him, with a few sticks of wood within his reach and a buf-

falo’s skin stretched upon some crotches over his head. Such was to be his .
only dwelling, and such the chances for his life, with only a few half-picked
bones that were laid within his reach, and a dish of water, without weapons
or means of any kind to replenish them, or strength to move his body from
its fatal locality. In this sad plight I mournfully contemplated this miserable
remnant of existence, who had unluckily outlived the fates and accidents of

wars o die alone, at death’s leisure. His friends and his children had ali jeft ‘7

him, and were preparing in a little time to be én the march. He had told
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them to leave nim,  he was old,” he said, “and too feeble to march.” “My

-children,” said he, “our nation is poor, and it is necessary thag you should all

go to the country where you can get meat,—my eyes are dimmed and wmy
strength is no more; my days are nearly all numbered, and I am a burthen
to my children—1 cannot go, and I wish to die. Keep your hearts stout,
and think not of me; 1 am no longer good for anything.” In this way
they had finished the ceremony of ezposing him, and taken their final leave
of him. T advanced to the old man, and was undoubtedly the last buman
being who held converse with him, I sat by the side of him, and though he
covld not distinctly see me, he shaok me heartily by the hand and smiled,
evidently aware that { was a white man, and that 1 sympathized with his
inevitable misfortune, I shook hands again with him, and left him, stcering
my course towards the steamer which was a mile or more from me, and
ready to resume her voyage up the Missouri.*

This cruel custom of exposing their aged people, belongs, I think, to all
the tribes wha roam about the prairies, making severe marches, when such
decrepit persous are totaily unable to go, wnable to ride or to walk,—when
they have no means of carrying them. It often becomes absolutely neces-
sary in such cases that they should be left; and they uniformly insist upon
it, saying as this old man did, that they are old and of no further use—that
they left their'fathers in the same manner—that they wish to die, and their
children must not mourn for them,

From the Puneah village, our steamer made regular progress from day to
day towards the mouth of the Teton, from where [ am now writing ; passing
the whole way a country of green fields, that come sloping down to the
river on either side, forming the loveliest scenes in the world.

From day to day we advanced, opening our eyes to something new and
more beautiful every hour thet we progressed, until at last our boat was
aground ; and a day’s work of sounding told us at last, that there was no
possibility of advancing further, until there should be a rise in the river, to
enable the boat to get aver the bar.  After laying in the middie of the river
about a week, in this unpromising dilemma, Mr. Chouteau started off
twenty men on foot, to cross the plains for a distance of 200 miles to Laid-
law’s Fort, at the mouth of Teton river. To this expedition, I immediately
attached myself; and having heard that a numerous party of Sipux were
there encamped, and waiting to see the steamer, 1 packed on the backs,
and in the hands of several of the men, such articles for painting, as
1 might want; canvass, paints, and brushes, with my sketch-book slung on
my back, and my rifle in my hand, and 1 started off with them. :

* When passing by the site of the Puncah village & fow months after this, in my canos,
T went ashore with my men, and found tho poles and the buffalo skin, standing as they were
left, over the old man’s head. The frebrands werelying nearly aa 1 had lef: them, and I
foand ot a few yards distant the skull, and others of his bones, which had been picked and
cleaned by the wolves; which is probably all that any human being can ever kaow of kis
final and melancholy fate, '
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We took Teave of our friends on the boat, and mounting the greey b];"'?‘# ‘
steered our course from day to day over a level prairie, withoutb a tree UH}
bush .in sight, to relieve the painful monotony, filling our canteen; at c&"a'-
occasional little streams that we passeq, kindling our fires with dried buf |'E1
dung, which we collected on the mairie, and streteline our tirecflilnﬁ o
the level turf whenever we were overtaken by night, ) ‘suog ;

We were six or seven days in performing this march ; and jt gave m-‘::‘ 3
a good opportunity of testing the muscles of my legs, with a nump, e’:; for
of h‘a[f-breeds and Frenchmen, whose lives are mostly spent in thig waer,«
leading a novice, a eruel, and almost killing journey. Every rod of OE

wny.was of'er a continuous prairie, with a verdant green turf of wild grass"'

of six or eight inches in height ; and most of the way enamelled with wi]q -

flowers, and filled with a profusion of strawberries, 7

For two or three of the first days, the scenery was monotonous, and he g
came exceedingly painful from tle fact, that we were (to use phra,se of th;
country) “ out of sight of land,” i, . out of sight of anything risine above - =

the horizon, which was a perfect straight line around us, like thcat of'tTle blue' L
ar'ld boundless ocean, The pedestrian over such a discouraging sea of vreene .
without a landmark before or behind him; without a bet1cocll to Ieaz hin:l
on, ot define his progress, feels weak and overcome when njoht fulls; and
he stretches his exhausted limbs, apparently on the same :pot whe;e he
has slept the night before, with the same prospect before and behind Lim «
- the same grass, and the same wild flowers beneath and about lim ; the sam;
canopy over his head, and the same cheerless sea of green to start wpon in
the morning. It is diffieult to describe the simple beauty and serenity of
f.hese scenes of solitude, or the feclings of fesble man, whose limbs are t};il-
Ing 1o carry him through them—uithout a hill or tree to mark his progress
and convince him that he is not, like a squirrel in his cage, after all hisgmil,
standing stil.  One commences On peregrinations Jikea t,hese with a liuh;
heart, and a nimble foot, and spirits as buoyant as the Very E’li'l' that ﬂc;ats
aiong by the side of him; but his Spirit soon tires, and he lags on the wa
that is rendered more tedious and intolerable by the tantalizing mirgge t.h:t)tr
opens before him beautifu] lakes, and lawns, and copses ; or by the lgomin
c_::f the praitie ahead of him, that seems to rise in a parapet, and decked witg
1ts varied flowers, phantom-like, flies ang moves along before him.

- Igoton for a couple of days in tolerable condition, and with some cop- k4
siderable applause ; but my half-bred companions took the lead at length, -G
and left me with several other novices far behind, which gave me additionai '
pangs; and T at length felt like giving up the journey, and throwing my--
;elf' upen the ground in hopeless despair. I was not alone in my misery,
e oy i S B ocking bk i

) : rear of me, Jogging along,
and suffering TIOTe agony in their new experiment than I wag sutfering mny-
self.  Ther leitering and My murmurs, at length, brought our leaders to a
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halt, and we held a sort of council, in which | explained that (he pain in my

. feet was so intolerable, that I felt as if I enuld go no further; when one of

our half-breed leaders stepped up to me, and addressing me in French,
told me that I must “ furn my toes tn” as the Indians do, and that I could
then go on very well.  We halted a half-hour, and took a little refreshment,
whilst the little Frenchman was teaching his lesson to the rest of my fellow-
novices, when we took up our march again; and I soon found upon trial,
that by turning my toes in, my feet went more easily through the grass;
and by turning the weight of my body more equally on the toes (enabling
each one to support its proportionable part of the load, instead of throwing
it all on to the joints of the big toes, which is done when the toes are turned
out); Iscon got relief, and made my onward progress very well. [ rigidly
adliered to this mode, and found no difficulty on the third and fourth days,
of taking the lead of the whole party, which [ tonstantly led until our jour.
ney was completed.*

On this journey we saw immense herds of buffaloes; and although we
had no horses to run them, we successfully approached them on foot,
and supplied ourselves abundantly with fresh meat. After travelling for
several days, we came in sight of a high range of blue hills in distance en
our left, which rose to the height of several Lundred feet above the leve] of
the praities. These hills were a conspicuous landwark at last, and some
refief to us. I wos told by our guide, that they were called the Bijou Hiils,
from a Fur Trader of that name, who had had his trading-house at the foot ‘
of them on the banks of the Missouri river, where he was at last destroyed
by the Stoux Indians.

Not many miles back of this range of hills, we came in conlact with an
immense saline, or ** salt meadow,” as they are termed in this cnuntry, which
turned us out of our path, and compelled us to travel several miles out of

- our way, to get by it; we came suddenly upon a yreat depression of the

prairie, which extended for several miles, and as we stood upon its green
banks, which were gracefully sloping down, we could cverlook some hun-
dreds of acres of the prairie which were covered with an incrustation of salt,
that appeared the same as if the ground was everywhere covered with snow,

These scenes, I amn told are frequently to be met with in these regions,
and certainly present the most singular and startling effect, by the sudden

¥ On this march we wore all travelling in moccasins, which being made without any
soles, according to the Indian custom, kad but little support for the foot underneath ; and
consequently, soon subjected us to excruciating pain, whilst walking according to the
civilized mode, with the toes turned out. From this very puinful experience I learved to -
my complete satisfaction, that man in a state of nature who walks oa his naked feet, musi
walk with his toes turned in, that each may perform the duties assigned to it in praportion
to its size and strength; and that civilized man ean walk with his toes turned out if he
chooses, if he will use a stiff sole under his feet, and will be content st last to put up
with an acquired deformity of the big toe jcint which toy many know to Ye-a frequent

und painful egourrencs,
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and unexpected contrast between their snow-white appearar.ce, ‘and
green fields that hem them in on all sides. Through each of these meadg

S . g
year great quantities of water, which flood v
these meadows to the depth of three or fyur feet ; and during the heat of 2E%2 -},.‘
summer, being exposed 1o the rays of the sum, entirely evaporates, leaving &
the incrustation of myriate on the surface, to the depth of tne-or two inche.
These places are the constant resort of buffaloes, which eongregate in the
sands about them, to lick up the salt; and on approaching the banks of &
this place we stood amazed at the almost ineredible numbers of these ani-;
mals, which were in sight on the opposite banks, at the distance of a mile ¥
or twa from us, where they were lying in countless numbers, on the leve]
prairie above, and stretching down by hundred-s, to lick at the salt, forming”
in distance, large masses of black, most pleasingly to contrast with the snow
white, and the vivig green, which I have befypra meationed..
After several days toil in the manner above-mentioned
soft and green fields, and amugeq with many pleasing incidents and acci-

dents of the chase, we arrived, pretty well Jaded, at Fort Pierre, mouth of
Teton River, from whence I am now writine

g+ where for the first time I was Bk :
introduced to Mr. M‘Kenzie (of whom | have before spoken), 1o Mr, Laid-:
Taw, mine host, and

Mr. Halsey, a chief clerk in the establishment ;
after, to the head chief zand dignitaries of the great Sioux natien, who were .
here encamped aboyt the Fort, in six or seven hundred skin lodges, and ?
waiting for the arrival of the steamer, which they had heard, was on its way __-:»
up the river, and which they had great curiosity to see, ;
After resting a few days, and recovering {rom the fati
having taken 2 fajr survey of the Sioux vill
the Indians, as well g3 tg ths gentlemen +
commenced my operations with the brish,
trait of the head-chief of the Sioux (the one- horny, whom I have before
spoken of.  This truly ‘noble feflow sat for his portrait, and it was finished
before any one of the tribe knew anything of it ; severa] of the chiefs and doc-
tors were allowed to see it, and at last it was talked of through the village ;

and of course, the greater part of their pumbers were at once gathered
around me. Nothing short of hanging it out of doors on

wam, would ip 9Ny way answer them ; and here T had the

gues of rnyjoumey, ’
age, and explained my views to :

painted the por.

gician, conierring upon
ation of Ee—cha-zoo-kah-gu-wa-kon
(the medicine painter),

Alter the exhibition, of this chief’s picture, there was much excitement

in the village about it (he doctors generally took a decided and neisy stand

apainst the Operations of my brush ; hurunguing the populace, an predict-
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: nd
d luck, and premature death, to all who subumitted to so str.nn]geat ‘
ing b L:CBie an operation ! My business for some days was entirely a
unaccounta

i . 1 ‘r
A d for want of sitters; for the doctors were opposing me with all thei
atan or v *

he women and children were crying, with thc'eir hands over their
force ﬂnd't}"— he most pitiful and doleful laments, which I never can ex-
rouihs H!ﬂkm%‘- ?: r'tr:ut. for some just account of which,. [ must .refer them
plain to my red Iflr‘sl"enzie and Halsey, who overlooked v:ralh mﬁmte. amusel.
- mytif‘::engzrious\s.cenes and are able, no doubt, to give them with truth
ment, th

and eﬂ'e‘ct. © thed\voridiexim dilemma, this noble chief stepped forward, an

In tll.lS sﬂd_ an ]I‘P:J l:he cl:;efs and the doctors, to the braves fmd t.o l]l(‘? \f.oj
addressing h.lmsﬂ he told them to be quiet, aud to treat me with Fr.rendahlp,.
men and children, :elﬁn" a great way to see them, and spwke with Lh.e,rfl ;
that [ had been “'3. ine io be sure; that I was a great chief, ?nd that I was
that I.was grenrt m{ f:ﬂm:- and Mr. M‘Kenzie, who had prevailed upon m'::l
the .fnend f’f ?'. r. m;md fully assured him that there was no harm 1(;1 ::]
to sit for his pl;u]”e,desired-e.ffec'-- and [ was shaken hands with by hundre :
li'l:lsgeif:r:;:;est:sanv of whom were soon dressed and ornamented, prepare
of their w y ANY

to sit for their portraits,®

i i his extraordinary man, aud whilst .I
; S"eml' . ar‘ef : P‘;'n"t[ii g:\'iz'r[?::roi';rk, T first rec'?ived intelligence ‘:;hlf-:
T I‘.ec‘u'::ulf:r marner—I was on the platform in my Lecture-:azn ,Lha
e an the fO”““”{“g . aitl; an avdience of tweive or fourteen hu.ndred perso; \ = he
e oo o : a delegdtion ot thirty or forty Sioux Indiana u.ndef t| ebc :r-
midst of Wl:.lom were ?E"t: ot aad I was suceessfully passing beforw their e‘ienqlioc:upin-
of Major Pilcher, thel’;uex éhiefs acd moking my remarks upon them. - ’Id i;;. o
s of > D“ﬂi.\bEf . s it t'rnl exhibited, which they instantly hailed by : shorp
e b on;:n the portrait of this chief was plncgd hefore theu;, u:re :
S B'-"- W each one placed hishand over his mou.tla, an a_,i e
o thl:la u;’-‘-ﬂ” :zguf::iog;wn their beada, their usual expr;ssm;‘:.xsf unfmrix:e‘felze:d 0 of o
o ¥ 3 instantly, that the chie , :
ot o this‘ i}lddel? eﬁg‘i-‘:::: \L;e::o;)psed m;r‘Lecr.ure a few moments to cc):i;'::;
e ]?Ehe' o vng by my side, and who gave me the fol!owmfs exu“.lo" tasry
e e Wh? :ul immedintely related to the audience ; and which b_e:uu -
o hi-". . ‘f'h-‘c their chief arose and addressed himself to the uudle?c?e;:ie
e ﬂ;e Smiﬁfﬂ:::;ue, and that Ha-wan-je-tah was killed but a few days
ing that the ace

they left homa. . . . ve was nearly as fotlows :— . .
The nccc;.unt whxtr EEI:‘;]:: fli:ger“hg: Sioux country with the delegation, Hu-wan-je-tab
" But n few week: :

i scidental cause of the death of his only son, a

(the one borm e e e ::ty:i:nt;nl:: ::;guish of his mind at _Limes, that he b:;:aE:
yery oo youth; w0l e & { thesa moods he mounted his favourite ‘\-ar-_ln?rse wi !
frantic and insage. 'In o-ne.‘.xond and dashed off at full speed upen the prairies, repe ” ;
bow and hj? m"':t’]-]ﬂ 31rf-l:u.f.ﬂhﬂ ,would alay the ficst living thiug that fell in his way,
the most solemn oath, 0 .
A o beast, o e fDe_- had been absent' #n hour or two, his horse

" N0 one dured tpilfc:rm.:i:]l:?\,v:ngr:?:: b:: ita body, und covered wi.r.h blo:dnl 'iava;s!
s t:reio::s ﬁl:“i.l.:ld were now entertained for the fate of the chief, and n party
of the most s
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33 to appear 4 , little distance like a beautlf'ully embroidered dress, In grealt Coojrtmits of all the above dignitaries
kis hang he held o handsome Pipe, the stem of which was seyera) leet long The p
and all ), way wound wiy, orna i
Around hijg body wag wr ;

23 and
. : them safe homt_: T
7 numerous Collection, provided 1 get (PLATE 94), Wi-looh-
lif, in my ver}its of two very pretty Sioux women hes in marching), and
also the {)Ogr: mah-nee (the red thing that touc
-ta-
tah-eeh-tcha

y AN orng
amoengst the Indians jn the Far ¥
with the ay

Tent sefdom geeq
Vest ang the North,»
cessive pop; i

en
t Of tbese won
ar). The firs

£ 95), Tchon-su-mons-ka (the sand bar) (giving to them the shape of
PLAT ’ ) d perforate (giving heir necka
I'was much amused ( ; inch in lengch, snd perforate dwear on the

anity and egotism of this notorions man, who whilss into bits of half nn.xnchi.e]'::?.;“:]‘;ch they =string on deers’ sinews, an

. . . ! ’ ’ . ken pipe 8 ' 1

sttt.m;; for his Picture, ook 0ccasion to have the Interpreter constantly ex- pleces of bro

PRining to me (he wonderful effpcys which his oratory had at djg,

Produced gy the mindg of the ¢!

ent i f = OT weav ngeniously into war- s for the waist.
1n profusien eave them i g H r-belt
4]
?
mes P

- s numer tribes who bave f T habited the Atlantic Coast and
ave formerly inhabite »
mergus
AIDODUSL the
[be.

WaArriors fmmedintely

jnited 3iates,
.. rt of tha Unite .
hich now constitutes the .prmm?ﬂel:la as a circulating medium
that port of the couFu!r;;bIY magufactured, and highly va
been inva
wampum haa
mounted thoj, horses, gng Tetraced the anima)’g tracks to the Place
of the trageidy, wherg they found (e body of thair chief horriy]
u huffylg buil, whase Careasg w,

a8 stretehed by the side
“ A cloge SXimination of 4 '

roind was the
1t their unfyreyy
8 3300 wiip
bad inconse] tho anj

lurigyy ¢om

¥ mangled and gored by
of him, N

0 made by the Indian

; © many
. many sirings, or 8
f which the Iadians have no knowledga)h'e“&c Y ’ _
. i whi robe, &e- ) .
Conderenion, b g g the flzed value of a horse, a S“-Lﬂr n]edcre of friendship, and fromltll::-*
hands-breadth, being m belt has been passed as t fe p Bu or paid by so many futhot
i Famp eace;
In treaties, the w = ihes, as the messenger of p
: s to hostile tribes, ! fan kings. i the
n:nmemonnl_sent. 0 conquering enemies, and Ind!_“n - :his place, that after I pass? Lo
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ent_,
ﬂ“(‘.‘. llﬂeTCO\“Sc “’llh t‘l'lﬁ dl“lﬂent tllbe.: iﬂi tw -
<!

i t
ard in the fron
lways been put forw o
i .onrs, where he had alway put forward o N ke
five or Lh:rtiegfaaﬁ’a sacrifice, of forlern hape ; still ‘h::d L
.O'f dangefﬂwithstood all the blows that have \;\eer{h::nm e it
hfﬂbs l}ﬂ;eriuv‘ conrage leads him to * beard 1 \:“ e‘nds e o o s
his un altel °t as it?llways tiag, deals out 10 ‘ms. T s ey
n hbem}"ma\; ’ a e not by) all the dear earmngsf whie!
s verest 1o of his hie. .
iiil;ht il seveest andbm tltm ‘::i?aézod hearted feliow for much Lmdt-,
§ L)) 5 o
myself a debtor : : o p
, BCk:i‘O‘::eggin t{! me whilst in the {ndian country, and
¢ss and attention K :
1:h":ss and Tobe, which had been manuf

tured and worn by his wiie, ]smd
. 1 ore
GavLERY since het death, wher
hich he insisted on adding to my Txprax Ga
whicl - } A
it will lonyg remain to be examined.

- - although from his conti
(rraTE 94), is the daughter of the famous chief called Black Rock

whom I have spoken, and whose portrait has been given (pr.aTe 91). ug
is an unmarried girl, and much esteemed by the whale tribe, for her mode;iL B
as well as beauty. She was beautifully dressed in skins, ornamented p}o,
fusely with brass buitons and beads. Her hair was plaited, her ears ny™
ported a great profusion of curious beads—and aver her other dress 3he
wore a handsomely garnished buffalo robe. Ry
So highly was the Black Rock esteemed (as I have before mentioned)$
and his beantiful daughter admired and respected by the Traders, that M:.

has bung up in Mr. Laidlaw’s trading-house, as valued ormaments and
keepsakes.® S

The second of these women (prate 95) was very richly dressed, the INGRNI
upper part of ber garment being almost literally covered with brass but:
tons; and her hair, which was inimitably beautiful and soft, and glossy as
stlk, el over her shoulders in great profusion, and in beautiful waves, pro- -
duced by the condition in which it is generally kept in braids, giving to it,
when combed out, a waving form, adding much to iis native appearance,
which Is invariably straight and graceless.

This woman is al present the wife of a white man by the name of Char-
don, 3 Frenchman, who has been many vears in the employment of the
American Fur Company, in the character of a Trader and Interpreter; and
who by his bold and daring nature, has not only carried dread and conster-
nation amongst the Indian tribes wherever he has gone ; but hus commanded
much respect, and rendered essential service to the Company in the prose-
cution of their dangerous and critical dealings with the Indian tribes. 1
have said something of this extraordinary man heretofore, and shall take
future occasion to say more of him, For the present, suffice it to say, that

to ibe venerahle

isit with me wife, :
ae he above, | made a Visit with m4 Cits of Phils-
2 -

i ar the
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* Several yeers afier Tleft the Sioux countsy, I saw Mesara, Clardon and Piguot, two |
of the Traders from that country, whe recently had leftit, and told me in St. Louis, whilst
loaking at the partrait of this givl, that while staying fu dIr. Laidlaw’s Fort, the chief,
Blaek Rock, entesed the room saddenly where the portrait of his daughter was hanging
on the wall, and peinting to it with a heavy heart, told Mr Laidlaw, that whilst bis
band was out on-the prairies, where they had been for saveral months * making meat,”
hix daughter bod died, apd was there buried. * Aly heart is glad agein,” seid be,
“ when I ave ber bere alive ; and I want the one the medicine-mnn made of her, whith
ia ntow beforg me, that I can see her, and talk to her. B3Iy band are all in mourning for
bar, and at the gate of vour Fort, which I have just pessed, are ten horses for you, und
Ee-ah-sa-pa's wigwam, which you know is the best one in the Sioux nation. I wish you
to take down my doughter sand give her to me.” DMr. Laidlew, secing the wmiqually
liberal price that this nobleman was willing to pay for & portrait, and the true grief that
he expressed for the loss of his child, bad not the beart to abuse such noble fueting;
and teking the painting from ths wall, placed it into bis hands ; telling bim that it of
right belonged to him, end that his horses and wigwam he must taka hack and Lkeep them,

ta mend, ax far as possible, bis liberal heart, which was broken by the Joss of his only
dougltes,
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LETTER—No. 28,

MOUTH OF TETON RIVER, UPPER MISSOUR:,

anr.s:r painting the portraits of the chiefs and braves of the Sioux, oy’
described in my last epistle, my painting-room was the continn o
of the worthies of the tribe; and I, the * lion of the day,’
summum and ne plus ultra of mysteries, ' i
sation of chiefs and sachems, as well as of women and children. -1
tioned that I have been obliged to paint them accordine to ran'k mhen-
]o(.)ked upon the operation as a very great honour whiih I, as “ e
:‘:htef and medicine-man,” wag conferring on all who ,sat to me, Fo?;gl‘eat '
it was for me, however, that the honour was not a sufficient inc-iucemr un?te T
fcl,l {:)c; o;zrc:m;e r.hfeir fear.;.l, which often stood in the way of their COnSfEII]ZI:.iI:J: A
mted; for if all had been willine o ion, T -
sho:l}l:l have gro%-]ressed but a very little wayainn:h: n‘(‘i:f:k ::51;?:'{&;}0:;1’&:
worthies ; and should have had to leave man discontented, and (as t
would think) neglected.  About one | . y : ,‘.n_ (as they 2
P-’lfnte_d, and the rest thought they wou!]c;1 b?fn:gherfc!:r: :Ja:e ‘:f“:?g] g
quiet in their graves” after they were dead, if their pictures were noi ‘:SE:;LE ¥

» and easily got through: with those

al rendezyvouy
r and my art, the
which engaged the whole conver-

nt.Rytis

After I had done with the chiefs and b

done the chiefs and braves,

Those whom I
by hundreds of oo Py om I had honoured, were laughed at

who had been decided unworth the distincti
. t e distinction
and were now amusing themselves with the very enviable }{onour which Lht; ‘
great white medicine-man had conferred, especially on them, and was now
to confer equally upon the squaws ! ,
y ;T:z ﬁ:;t re_p]ty that I received from those whom I had paiited, was, that .30
2 10 paint women and children, the sponer Id ir piot :
i estroyed their piot
;};t}a]‘t::tfr. ;0: I;:ad represented to them that | wanted) their pitﬂurel:et!;
DIt to white chiefs, to shew who were th istinguj
2 whi _ € most distinguished and worthy -
of the Sioux; and their women had never taken scalps‘: nor did anything

'5!-.-. b
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better than make fires and dress skins. I was quite awkward in this dilem

ma, in explaining to them that I wanted the portraits of the women to
hang under those of their husbands, merely to shew how their women looked,
and how they dressed, without saving any more of them. After some con-
siderable delay of my operations, and much deliberation on the subject,
through the village, 1 succeeded in getting a number of womeu’s portraits,
of which the two above introduced are a couple.

The vanity of these men, afier they had agreed to be painted was beyond
all deseription, and far surpassing that which is oftentimes immodest enough
in civilized society, where the sitter generally leaves the picture, when it is
done to speak for, and to take care of, itself; while an Indian often lays
down, from morning till might, in front of his portrait, admiring his own
beautiful face, and faithfully guarding &t from day to day, to save it from
accident or harm.

This watching or guarding their portraits, T have observed during all of
my travels amongst themn as a very curious thing ; and in many instances,
where my colours were not dry, and subjected to so many accidents, from
the croivds who were gathering about them, I have found this peculiar guar-
dianship of essential service to me—relieving my mind oftentimes from a
great deal of anxiets.

I was for a long tie at a loss for the true cause of so singufar a pecu-
liarity, but at last learned that it was owing to their superstitious notion, that
there may be life to a certain extent in the picture; and that if harm or
violence be done to it, it may in some mysterious way, affect their health
or do them other injury. .

After I had been several weeks busily at work with my brush in this
village, and pretty well used to the modes of life in these regions—and also
familiarly acquainted with all the officers and clerks of the Establishment, it
was announced one day, that the steamer which we had left, was coming in
the river below, where all eves were anxiously turned, and all ears were
listening ; when, at length, we discovered the puffing of her steam ; and, at
last, heard the thundering of her cannon, which were firing from her deck.

The excitement and dismay caused amongst 6000 of these wild people,
when the steamer came up in front of their village, was amusing in the
extreme. The steamer was moored at the shore, however; and when Mr.
Chouteau and Major Sanford, their old friend and agent, walked ashore,
it seemed to restore their confidence and courage; and the whole village
gathered in front of the boat, without showing much further amizement, or
even curiosity about it.

The steamer rested a week or two at this place before she started on her
voyage for the head-waters of the Missouri; during which time, there was
much hilarity and mirth indulgzed in amongst the Indians, as well as with
the hands employed in the service of the Fur Company. The appearance

of a steamer in this wild country was deemed a wonderful errurrence, and
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have heard that he owns the great medicine-canoe ; he is a good man, and
a friend to the red men. OQur friend. the Fhite Medicine, who sits with
you, we did not know—he came amaongst us a stranger, and he has made
me very well—all the women know it, and think it very good ; he has done
many curious things, and we have all been pleased with him—he has made
us much amusement-——and we know he is great medicine, N

¢ My father, I hope you will have pity on us, we are very poor—we offer
you to-day, not the best that we have got; for we have a plenty of good
buffalo hump and marrow—but we give you our hearts in this feast—we
have killed our faithful dogs to feed you—and the Great Spirit will seal our
friendship. I have no more to say.”

After these words he took off his beautiful war-eagle head-dress—his shirt
and leggings—his necklace of grizzly bears’ claws and his moceasins ; and
tying them together, laid them gracefully down at the feet of the agent
as u present; and laying a handsome pipe on tep of them, he walked
around into an adjeining lodge, where he got a buffalo robe to cover his
ghoulders, and returned 1o the feast, taking his seat which he had before
occupied.

Major Sanford then rose and made a short speech in reply, thanking him
for the valuable present which he had made him, and for the very polite
and impressive manner in which it had been done; and sent ta the steamer
for a quantity of tobacco and other presents, which were given to him in
return.  After this, and after several otliers of the chiefs had addressed him
in a similar manner; and, hike the brst, disrobed themselves, and thrown
their beautiful costumes at his feet, one of the three men in front deliber-’
ately lit a handsome pipe, and brought it to Ha-wan-je-tah to smoke. He
took it, and after presenting the stem to the North—to the South—to the
East, and the West—and then to the Sun that was over his head, and pro-
nounced the words * How—how —how!” drew a whiff or two of smoke
through it, and holding the bowl of it in ane hand, and its stem in the ather,
he then held it to each of our mouths, as we successively smoked it; afte:
which it was passed around through the whole group, who all smoked
through it, or as far as its contents lasted, when another of the three waiters
was ready with a second, and at length a third one, in the same way, which
lasted through the hands of the whole number of guests. This smoking was
conducted with the strictest adherence to exact and established. form, and
the feast the whole way, to the wost positive silence. After the pipe is
charged, and is being lit, until the time that the chief has drawn the smoke
through it, it is considered an evil omen for any one to speak; and if any
one break silence in that time, even in u whisper, the pipe is instantly drop-
ped by the chief, and their superstition is such, that they would not dare 10
use it on this occasion; but another one is called for and used in its stead,
1f there is no accident of the kind during the smoking. the waiters then pro-
ceed to distribute the meat, which 18 soen devoured in the feast.
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In his case the lids were raised from the kettles, which were all AllY
with dogs’ meat alone. It being well-cooked, and made into a sort of &3
stew, sent forth a very savoury and pleasing smell, promising to be an ‘a-;\;‘%

ceptable and palatable food. Each of us civilized guests had o lare

wooden how! placed before us, with a huge quantity of dogs’ flesh ﬂoatin‘§ ;‘
in a profusion of soup, or rich gravy, with a large spoon resting in the did;]g,“'
made of the buffale’s horn, In this most difficult and painful dilemma &%
sat; all of us knowing the solemnity and good feeling in which it was giveﬁ;g};,
and the absolute necessity of falling to, and devouring a little of it.  Weld
all tasted it a few times, and resigued our dishes, which were quite wi[linglj‘-o
taken, and passed around with others, to every part of the group, who all} & °

ate heactily of the deficlous viands, which were soon -dipped out of th

ketties, and entirely devoured ; after which each one arose as he felt dis
In this way the feast ended,”
and all retired silently, and graduzally, unti) the ground was left vacant to i~
the charge of the waiters or officers, who seemed to have charge of it during®

posed, and walked off without uttering a word.

the whole occasion, -

This feast was unquestionably given to us, as the most undoubted evi-

dence they could give us of their friendship; and we, who knew the spirit
and feeling in which it was given, could not but treat it respectfuily, and
Teceive it as a very high and marked compliment.

Since 1 witnessed it on this vecasion, 1 have been honoured with oumer-
ous entertainments of the kind amongst the other tribes, which I have visited
towards the sources of the Missouri, and all conducted in the same solemn
and impressive mapner; from which [ feel anthorized to pronounce the dog-
Jeast a truly religious ceremaony, wherein the poor Indian sees fit to sacrifice
his faithful companion to bear testimony to the sacredness of his vows of
friendship, and invile his friend to partake of its Hesh, to remind him for-
cibly of the reality of the sacrifice, and the solemuity of his professions.

The dog, amongst all Indian tribes, is more esteemed and more valued than
amongst any part of the civilized werld ; the Indian who has more time to
devote to his company, and whose untutored mind more nearly assimilates
to that of his fuithful servant, keeps him closer company, and draws him
nearer to his heart ; they hunt together, and are equal sharers in the chase—
their bed is one ; and on the rocks, and on their coats of arms they carve
his image as the symbol of fidelity. Yet, with all of these he will end his
affection with this faithful follower, and with tears in his eyes, offer himas a
sacrifice to seai the pledge he has made to man ; because a feast of venison,
or of buffalo meat, is what s due to every one who enters an Indian’s wig-
wam; and of course, conveys but a passive or neutral evidence, that gene-
rally goes for nothing,

I have sat at many of these feasts, and never could but appreciate the
moral and solemnity of them. I have secn the master take from the howl
the hzad of his victim, and descant on its former affection and fidelity with
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And 1 have seen guests at the same time byd'tlm-m:ednir
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LETTER—No, 29

MOUTH OF TETgN RIVER, UPPER MISSoug).
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poor and ignorant, misguided and superstitious man who undertakes it, puts
his everlasting reputation at stake upon the issue ; for when he takes his stand,
he expects to face the sen and gradually turn his body in listless silence, till
he sees it go dewn at night ; and if he faints and falls, of which there is im-

" minent danger, he loses bis reputation as a brave or mystery-man, and suffers

a signal disgrace in the estimation of the tribe, like all men who have the
prcsumption to set themselves up for braves or mystery-men, and fail Justly
to sustain the character,

The Sioux seem to have many modes of worshipping the Great or Good
Spirit, and also of conciliating the Evil Spirit: they have numerous fasts
and feasts, and many modes of sacrificing, but yet they seem to pay less
strict attention to them than the Mandans do, which may perhaps be owing
in 2 great measure to the wandering and predatory modes of life which they
pursue, rendering it dithicult to adhere so rigidly to the striet form and letter
of their customs, ’

There had been, a few days before I arrived at this place, a great medicine
operation held on the prairie, a mile or so back of the Fort, and which, of
course, I was not fucky enough to see. The poles were still standing, and
the wole transaction was described to me by my friend Mr. Halsey, one of
the clerks in the Establishment. From the account piven aof it, it seems to
bear some slight resemblance to that of the Mandan religious cerenony, but
no vearer to it than a feeble effort by 5o ignorant and superstitious a people,
to'copy a custom which they most - probably have had no opportunity to see
themselves, but have endeavoured to imitate from hearsay. They had an
awning of immense size erected on the prairie which is.yet standing, made
of willow bushes supported by posts, with poles and willow boughs laid over;
under the centre of which there was a pole set firmly in the ground, from
which many of the young men had suspended their bodies by splints
run through the flesh in different parts, the numerous scars of which were
yet seen bleeding afresh from day to day, amongst the crowds that were
about me,

During my stay amongst the Sioux, as I was considered by them to be
great medicine, I received muny pipes and other Yitile things from them as
presents, given to me in token of respect for me, and as assurances of their
friendship; and 1, being desirous to collect and bring from their country
every variety of their manufactures, of their costumes, their weapons, their
pipes, and their mystery-things, purchased a great many others, for which,
as [ was “ medicine” and a *‘ great white chief!” I was necessarily obliged
to pay very liberal prices.

Of the various costumes (of this, ag well as of other tribes), that I have col-
lected, there will be seen fair and fuithful representations in the numerous
portaits; and of their war-clubs, pipes, &e. 1 have set’forth in the follow-
ing illustrations, a few of the most interesting of the very great numbers of
those things which 1 have coliected in this and other tribes which I have visited,

YOL. I. HH
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The luxury of smoking ; k 3

.  luxury oking I8 known .ta all the North American [ng;; 2004
m their Primitive state, and that before they have any knowleqd E5c)

bicco; which is only introduced amongst them by civilized advengy g,

who teac_h therTn the use and luxury of whiskey at the same time y

In their native state they are excessive smokers, and many of- th R

(I would almost venture the assertion), would seem to be g T

. L moking opatkpav)
half 4f their lives, There may be two good reasong for this, the %rst ::‘

which is, that the idle and leisure life that the Indian leads s 5
no trade or business to follow—no office ’ - : E
8ion to learn), induces hLim to look for o 2
linocent a lexury, which ae - B
from its feeble and harmles I
and leaves, y:
growth: in: their countries, 4 3
In, pouches and smoke to great excess—and which in several of the lap. ¢ 3
gu;ges, when thus prepared, is called E'nick k'neck. : /K
8 smoking is 4 luxury so highly valued by the Indians, they have; ] E

s
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. tThe sot}:ll"ce from whence a[l.th-ese Pipes come, is, undoubtedly, somewhere "
etween this place and the Mississippi River; angd as the Indi;;s all speak
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‘I'he shafts ot stems of these Pipes, as will be seen in praTr 98, are from
two to four feet long, sometimes round, but most generally flat ; of an inch
or two in breadth, and wound half their length or more with braids of por-
cupines’ quills; and often ornamented with the beaks and tufts from the
wood-pecker’s head, with ermine skins and long red hair, dyed from white
horse hair ar the white buffalo’s tail,

The stems of these pipes will be found to be carved in many ingenious
forms, and in all cases they are perforated through the centre, quite stagger-

ing the wits of the enlightened world to guess how the holes have been bored

through them ; uatil it is simply and briefly explained, that the stems are
uniformly made of the stalk of the young ash, which generally grows straight,
and has a small pith through the centre, which is easily burned out with a hot
wire or a piece of hard wood, by a much slower process.

In praTe 93, the pipes marked & are ordinary pipes, made and used
for the Juzury only of smoking; and for this purpose, every Indian designs
and constructs his own pipe. The calumet, or pipe of peace (PLaTE 98 a),
ornamented with the war-eagle's quills, is a sacred pipe, and never allowed
to be used on any other occasion- than that of peace-making ; when the
chief brings it into treaty, and unfolding the many bandages which are
carefuily kept around it—has it ready to be mutually smoked by the chiefs,
after the terms of the treaty are agreed vpon, as the means of salenmizing
or signing, by an illiterate people, who cannot draw up an instrument, and
sign their names to it, as it is done in the civilized world.

The mode of solemnizing is by passing the sacred stem to each chief,
who draws one breath of smoke ouly through it, thereby passing the most
inviolable pledge that they can possibly give, for the keeping of the peace,

This sacred pipe is then carefully folded up, and stowed away in the chief’s

lodge, until a similar occasion calls it out to be used in a similar manner.
There is no custom more untformly in constant use amongst the poor
Indians than that of emoking, nor any other more highly valued. His pipe
is Liis constant companion through lifa—his messenger of peace; he pledges
his (riends through its stem and its bowl—and when its care-drowning (umes
cease to flow, it takes a place with him in his solitary grave, with his toma-

hawk and war-club, companions o his long fancied, “ mild and beautiful .’

hunting-grounds."” .

The weapons of these people, like their pipes, are numerous, and mostly
manufactured by themselves, In a former place (praTe I8) I have de-
scribed a part of these, such as the bows and arrows, lances, &c., and they
have yet many others, specimens of which I have collected from every tribe;
and a number of which 1 have grouped together in pLATE 99 ; consisting of
knives, war-clubs, and tomaliawks. I have here introduced the most gene-
ral and established forms that are in use amongst the different tribes, which
are all strictly copied from arnongst the great variety of these articles 1o be
‘ound in my Collection.
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The scalping-knives a and 3, and tomnhawks s e e e are of civilized 1537
manufacture, made expressly for Indian use, and carried into the Indian' i -4
country by thousands and tens of thousands, and sold at an enormous price. {4
The scabbards of the knives and handles for the tomahawks, the Indiany ;
construct themselves, according 1o their own taste, and oftentimes ornament %1
them very handsomely. In his rude and unapproached condition, the In-i-3 oy
dian i3 a stranger to such weapons g3 these—he works not in the metals; AR
and his untutored mind has not been ingenious enough to design or execute Pyt R
anything s0 savege or destructive as these civilized refinements on Indign {?“if‘}
barbarity. In his native simplicity he shapes out his rude hatchet from a .29 - <
piece of stone, as in letter £, heads his arrows and spears with flints; and ;
his knife is a sharpened bone, or the edge of a broken silex. The war-club 1
cis also another civilized refinement, with a blade of steel, of eight or ten .
inches in length, and set in a club, studded around and ornamented with .-~
some hundreds of brass nails. - -

Their primitive clubs d are curiously carved in wood, and fashioned out
with some considerable picturesque form and grace; are admirably fitted to
the hand, and calculated to deal a deadly blow with the spike of jron or
bone which is imbedded in the ball or bulb at the end.

Two of the tomahawks that [ have named, marked e, are what are dene-
minated ‘“ pipe~tomahawks,” as the heads of them are formed into bowls
like a pipe, in which their tobacco is put, and they smoke through the
handle. These are the most valued of an Indian’s weapons, inasmuch as
they are a matter of luxury, and useful for cutting his fire-wood, &e. in
time of peace; and deadly weapons in time of war, which they use in the
hand, or throw with unerring and deadly aim,

The scalping-knife 4in a beautiful scabbard, which is carried under the
belt, is the form of knife most generally used in all parts of the Indian coun-
try, where knives have been introduced. It is a common and cheap but--
cher knife with one edge, manufactured at Sheffield, in England, perhaps, for
sixpence; and'sold to the poor Indian in these wild regions for a horse. If.
1 shouid live to get home, and should ever cross the Atlantic with my Collec- -
tion, a. curious enigma would be solved for the English people, who may
enquire for a scalping-knife, when they find that every one in my Collection
(and hear also, that nearly every one that is to be seen in the Indian country,
to the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean) bears on its blade the
impress of G.R., which they will doubtless understand,

The huge two-edged knife, with its scabbard of a part of the skin of a
grizzly bear’s head, letter @, is one belonging to the famous chief of the
Mandans, of whom ! have before said much. * The manufacture of this knife .
1 undoubtedly American ; and its shape differs altogether from those which
ure in general use,*
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. Tb?a ec.rlobrated knifo is now in m} Invtaw Musgum, end thers is za doubt, from its
tuthentic history, that it hag baen several times pluaged to the henrts of his encmies by
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The above weapons, as well as the bow and lance, of which I have before
spoken, are all carried and used on horseback with great effect. The In-
dians in this country of green fields, all ride for their enemies, and also for
their game, which is almost invariably killed whilst their horses are at full-
speed, They are all cruel masters for their horses; and in war or the chase
goad them on with a heavy and cruel whip (eraTi 99 g), the handle of
which is generally made of a large prong of the elk’s horn or of wood, and
the lashes of rawhide are very heavy ; being braided, or twisted, or cut into
wide straps. These are invariably attached to the wrist of the right arm
by a tough thong, so that they can be taken up and used at any moment, and
dropped the next, without being lost.

During the time that | was engaged in patnting my portraits, [ was oc-
casionally inducing the young men to give me their dances, a great variety
of which they gave me by being slightly paid ; which I was glad to do, in
order to enable me to study their character and expression thoroughly, which
I am sure I have dong; and T shall take pleasure in shewing them to the
world when I get back. The dancing is generally done by the young men,
and considered undignified for the chiefs or doctors to join in.  Yet so great
was my medicine, that chiefs and medicine-men turned out and agreed tv
compliment me with a dance (pLaTz 100). I looked on with great satis-
faction ; having been assured by the Interpreters and Traders, that this was
the highest honour they had ever known them to pay to any stranger
amongst them,

In this dance, which [ have called “ the dance of the chiefs,” for want of
a more significant title, was given by fifleen or twenty chiefs and doctors;
many of whom were very old and venerable men. All of them came out in
their head-dresses of war-eagle quills, with a spear or staff in the left hand,
and a rattle in the right. It was given in the midst of the Sioux village, in
front of the head chief’s lodgze ; and beside the medicine-man who beat on
the drum, and sang for the dance, there were four young women standing
in a row, and chanting a sort of chorus for the dancers; forming one of the
very few instances that I ever have met, where the women are allowed to
take any part in the dancing, or other game or amusement, with the men.

This dance was a very spirited thing, and pleased me much, as well as all
the village, who were assembled around to witness what most of them never
before had seen, their aged and venerable chiefs united in giving a dance.
the hand of Mah-to-toh-pa, who wielded it. Seversl years aftor I left that country, and
one yeor after the destruction of the Mandans, I received the following letter from Mre.
M+Kenzie, accompanying the knife and other things sent to me by him from that country :
Extnact—* The poor Mandaps are gone, and amongst them your uld friend, Mah-to-
toh-pa. I have been able to send you but a rery few things, ne the Riccarees immedistely

took possession of everyihing they bad. Amongst the articles L have been able to procure,
I send you the wer-knifa of Mah-to-toh-pe, which is now looked upon as the greatest

_ medicine i this country; aud uy yeu will recollect i, it will bo highly appreciated by

'

you
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As T have iutroduced the scalping-knife above, it may be well for
give some further accognt in this place of the cuslom and the mbde}%'
taking ¢he scalp; a custom practiced by all the Noceh Awmerican [ndigf{_,"s
which is done when an enemy is killed in battle, by grasping the left hag

through the skin, tearing off a piece of the skin witl, the hair, as facge a’ij
the palm of the hand, or Yarger, which is dried, and often cariously prpga
mented and preserved, and highly valued as a trophy.  The scalping s a8 :
aperation not calenlated yf itself to toke life, as it. ouly removes tla skin,}
without mjuring the bone of the head ; and necessarily, to be a genuingas
scalp, must contain and show the CTOWR or centre of the head ; thay part of}
the skin which lies directly over what the phrenclogists call « self-esteem, "
where the hair divides apg radiates from the centre; of which they alj profess’
to be striet Jjudges, and able to decide whether an effort has beey made o7
produce two or more scalps from one head. Besiges taking the scalp, the &
vietor generally, if he has vime to'do it without endangering his own scalp, ¥ 5
cuts off and brings liome the res of the hair, which his wife will divide fnto
2 great many smail locks, and with them fringe off the seams of hig shirt
and his leggings, a5 wifl have been seen in many of ihe ilosirations ; which e
aleo are worn as traphies and ornaments to the dress, and then are fami-
liarly calleg < scalp-locks.”  OF these there are many dresses in my Coileg.
tion, which exhibit a tentinuous row from the top of each shoulder, dowg
the arms to the wrists, aad down the seamg of the legrings, from the hi
to the feet, rendering them a very costly article tn buy from the Indian
who is not surethat his success in his military eXphoits will ever enable him
i replace them, A .
The scalp, then, is a patch of the skin taken from the head of an ¢nemy
killed in battle, and preserved and highly appreciated a3 the record of 5 .
death produced by the hand of the individual who possesses it ; and may
oftentimes during his life, be of great service to a man living in a com- -
munity where there is no historian 1o enrol the hames of the famous—to
record the heroip deeds of the brave, who have gained their lairels in
mortal combat with their enemies; where it is ag lawf ul and as gloripus 10
slay an enemy in battle, as it is in Christjan communities; and where the
poor ladian is bound to keep the recocd himself, or be liable 1o Jose It
and the honour, for no aue in the iribe will keep it for him, As the scalp
is taken then g the evidence of » death, it wil] easily he geen, that the
Indian has ne business ar inclination to take it Jrom the head of the living;
which I venture to 52y is never done in North America, unless it be, asit
sometimes hag bappened, where 9 man falls in the heat af battle, stunned
with the blow of a Weapon or a gunshot, and the Indian, rushing over his
bedy, snatches off his scalp, supposing him t¢ead, who ufterwards rises_ from
the field of battle, and easily recovers from this superficial wouad of the ,
knife, wearing a bald *pot on his bead during the remainder of hig life, of 3
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which we have frequent occurrences on our Western frontiers. The scalp
"must be from the head of an enemy also, “or it subjects its possessor to
disgrace and infamy who carries it, There may be many instances wherean
Indian is justified in the estimation of his tribe in taking the life of one of
his own people ; and their laws are such, as oftentimes make it his imperative
duty; and yet no circumstances, however aggravating, will justify him or
retease him from the disgrace of taking the scalp.

There is no custom practised by the Indians, for which they are more
universally condemned, than that of taking the scalp ; and, at the same
time, [ think there is some excuse for them, inasmuch as it is a general
custom of the country, and founded, like many other apparently absurd
and ridiculous customs of these people, in one of the pecessities of Indian
life, which necessities we are free from in the civilized world, and which
customs, of course, we need not and do not practice, From an ancient
custom, ‘time out of mind,” the warriors of these tribes have been in the
habit of going to war, expecting to take the scalps of their enemies whom
they may slay in battle, and all eyes of the tribe are upon them, making it
their duty to do it ; so from custom it is every mau’s right, and his duty alse,
to continue and keep up a regulation of his society, which it is not in his
power as an individual, to abolish or correct, if he saw fit to do it.

One of the principal denunciations against the custom of taking the scalp,
is on account of its alleged cruelty, which it certainly has not ; as the cruelty
would be in the killing, and not in the act of cutting the skin from a man’s
head after he is dead. To say the most of it, it is a disgusting custom, and
T wish 1 conld be guite sure that the civilized and Christian world (who kill
hundreds, to where the poor Indians kill one), do not often treat their enemies
dead, in equally as indecent and disgusting 2 manner, as the Indian does by
taking the scalp,

If the reader thinks that I am taking too much pains to defend the
Indians for this, and others of their seemingly abominable customs, he will
bear it in mind, that I have lived with these people, until I have learned the
necessities of Indian life in which these customs are founded ; and also, that
I have met with so many acts of kindness and hospitality at the hands of the
poor Indian, that I feel bound, when I can do it, to render what excuse [ can
for a people, who are dying with broken hearts, and never can speak in the
civilized world in their own defencé.

And even yet, reader, if your education, and your reading of Indian cruel-
ties and Indian barbarities—of scalps, and scalping-knives, and scalping,
should have ossified a corner of your heart against these unfortunate people,
and would shut out their advocate, 1 will annoy you no longer on this sub-
ject, but withdraw, and leave you to cherish the very beautiful, humane and
parental moral that was carried out by the United States and British Govern-
ments during the last, and the revolutionary wars, when they mutually em-
ployed thousands of their ¢ Red children,” to aid and to bleed, in fighting
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their battles, and paid them, according to contract, so many pounds, shﬂ]
and pence oT 8D many dollars and cents for every sealp ofa « red”
a * blue coat” they could bring in !

In rrare 101, there will be seen the principal modes in which the sca
are prepared, znd several of the uses to which they are put.  The most usua]
way of preparing and dressing the scalp is that of stretching it on a ]ltﬂe ;
hoop at the end 6f a stick two or tliree feet long (letter a), for the purpgse
of * dancing it,”" as they term it; which will be described in the smlp»da A
in a few momenis. There are many again, which are small, and - iot
4 dressed ; sometimes not larger than a crown piece (letter ¢), and hut_\g
to different parts of the dress. In public shows and parades, they arag
often $uspended from the bridle bits or halter when they are paraded ap
carried as trophies (letter &). Sometimes they are cat oot, as i were in
a string, the hair forming a beautiful fringe to line the handie of a war-club s
(letter €). Sometimes they are hung at the end of a club (Jetter d), and at
ather times, by the order of the chief, are hung out, aver the wigwams;;
suspended from 4 pole, which is called the “ scafp-pole.” This is oft
done by the chief of a village, in 2 pleasant day, by his erecting over his wxg,—
wam a pole with all the scalps that he had taken, arranged upon it {Jetter f)
at the sight of which all the chiefs and warriors of the tribe, who had taken™
scalps, © follow suit;” enabling every member of the"community ta stroll %<
about the village on that day and * count scalps,” learning thereby the
standing of every warrior, which is decided in a great degree by the pumber -
of scalps they have taken in batrley with their enemies. Leiters g, g, shew |
the usual manner of taking the scalp, and (letter ), exhibits the head of
man who had been scalped and recovered from the wound.

So much for scalps and scalping, of which I shall yet say more, unless I
should unluckily lose one before T get out of the country.
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LETTER—No. 30.

MOUTH OF TETON RIVER, UPPER MISSOURI.

Tx the last letter I gave an account of many of the weapons and other many-
factures of these wild folks ; and as this has been a day of puching and
casing a great many of these things, which 1 have .obtained of the Indians,
to add to my Musée Indienne, T will name a few more, which I have just
been handling over; some description of which may be uecessary for the
reader in endeavouring to appreciate some of their strange customs and
amusemnents, which 1 am soon to unfold. In prate 1014, letters 2 and
5, will he seen the quiver made of the fawn’s skin, and the Sioux skield made
of the skin of the buifalo’s neck, hardened with the glue extracted from the
hoafs and joints of the same animal, The process of ** smoking the shiefd”
is a very curious, as well as an impartant one, in their estimation.  For this
purpose a young man about to construct him a shield, digs a hole of two
feet in depth, in the ground, and as large in diameter as he desigus to make
his shield. In this he builds a fire, and over it, a few inches higher than the
ground, he stretches the raw hide horizontally over the fire, with little peos
driven through holes made near the edges of the skin. This skin is at first,
twice as large as the size of the required shield ; but having got his particular
and best friends {who are invited on the occasion,) into a ring, to dance und
sing around it, and solicit the Great Spirit to instil into it the power to
protect him harmless against his enemies, he spreads over it the glue, which
is rubbed and dried in, as the skin is heated; and a second busily drives
other and other pegs, inside of those in *he ground, as they are gradually
giving way and being pulled up by the contraction of the skin. By this
curious process, which is most dexterously done, the skin is kept tight whilst
it contracts to one-half of its size, taking up the glue and increasing in thick-
ness until it is rendered as thick and hard as required (and his friends have
pleaded long enough to make it arrow, and aknost ball proof), when the
dance ceases, and the fire is put out. When it is cooled and cot into the
shape that he desires, it is often painted with his medicine or fotem upon it,
the figure of an eagle, an owl, a buffalo or other animal, as the case may be,

“which he trusts will guard and protect him from harm; it is then fringed

with eagles’ quills, or other crnaments he may have chosen, and slung with
a broad leather strap that crosses his breast. These shields are carried by
all the warriors in these regions, for their protection in battles, which are
almost invariably fought from their horses’ backs.

VoL, I : 11
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Of pipes, and the custom of smoking, U have already spoken; and Itb‘éﬁ}‘ L

said, that the Indians use several substitutes for tobacco, which lhey"c‘-a:ll}’ i
K'nick K'meck. For the carrying of this delicious weed or bark, and l{g‘é:{
serving its flavour, the wsmen construct very curious pouches of Otterfﬁ:*:*
heaver, or other skins (letters ¢, ¢, ¢,), which are ingeniously omame:{fgj.
with porcupine quills and Leads, and generally carried hanging across the
left arm, containing a quantity of the precious narcotic, with flint and stee) ¥ 7
and spunk, for lighting the pipe. ) :;‘:-’.i.:-"”'
The musical ins(ruments used amongst these people ave few, and exceed .\ 2
ingly rude and imperfect, consisting chiefly of rattles, drums, whistles, an:d%);,:}_ g
lutes, all of which are used in the different tribes. ¥
In prate 1014 (letters &, d,} will be seen the rattles (or She-she-quais)y;it. #d
most generally used, made of rawhide, which becomes very hard when dry:iﬁ*‘},,ffc;i e
and charged with pebbles or something of the kind, which produce a shril[?f;'_‘:-‘-‘f"'?;{
noise to niark the time in their dances and songs. Their drums (letters e, e,) s ¢ 0.3
are made in a very rude manner, oftentimes with a mere piece of rawhideﬁ?‘&‘ .
stretclfed over a hoop, very much in the shape of a tambourin ; and atother .. -3
times are made in the form of a keg, with a head of rawhide at each end; =
on these they beat with a drum-stick, which oftentimes itself i3 a rattle, the
bulb or head of it being wade of rawhide and filled with pebbles. In other
instances the stick has, at its end, a little hoop wound and covered with-buek- .
skin, to soften the sound ; with which they beat ou the drum with great -.°
violence, as the chief and Aeel-inspiring sound for all their dances, and also -
. 88 an accompaniment for their numerous and never-ending songs of amuse- -
ment, of thanksgiving, and medicine or metai. The mystery wkistle, (letter *
f.) is another instrument of their invention, and very ingeniously made, -

it, by the sleight or trick of an Indian boy, in so simple and svccessfula | '
manner, as to buffle entirely all civilized ingenuity, even when itis secen to
be played. An Indian boy would stand and blow his notes on this repeatedly, -5
for hundreds of white men who might be lookers-on, not one of whom could %7 &
make the least noise on it, even by practising with it for hours. When |
first saw this curious exhibition, I was charmed with the peculiar sweetness

little simple toy are liquid and sweet beyond description; and, though here -
only given in narmonics, 1 am inclined to think, might, by some ingenious * 3
musician or musical instrument-maker, be modulated and converted into
something very pleasing. .

The War-whistle (letter h,) is a well known and valued little instrument, ; 534

.
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of six or nine inches in length, nvariably made of .be bone of the deer
or turkey’s leg, and generally ornamented with porcupine quills of different
colours which are wound around it. A chief or leader carries this to battle
with him, suspended generally from his neck, and worn under his dress.

“This fittle instrument has but two notes, which are produced by blowing in

the ends of it.  The note produced in one end, being much more shrill than
the other, gives the signal for battle, whilst the other sounds a retreat; a
thing that is distinetly heard and understond by every man, even in the heat
and noise of battle, where all are barking and yelling as loud as possible,
and of course unable to hear the commands of their leader,

There is yet another wind instrument which T have added to my Collection,
and from its appearance would seem to have been barrawed, in part, fram the
civilized world (letter g). This is what is often on the frontier called a
“deer-shin flute,” a ** Winnebago courling flute,” a tsal-eet-quash-to,” &c.;
it is perforated with holes for the fingers, sometimes for six, at others for
four, and in some instances for three only, having only so many notes with
their octaves. These notes are very irregularly graduated, showing cleardy
that they have very little taste or ear for melody., These instruments are
biown in the end, and the sound produced much on the principle of a whistle.

In the vicinity of the Upper Mississippi, I often and familiarly heard this
instrument, called the Winnebago ecurting flute; and was credibly informed
by traders and others in those regions, thut the young men of that tribe meet
with signal success, oftentimes, in weoing their sweethearts with its stmple
notes, which they blow for hours together, and from day to day, from the
bank of some streain-—some favourite rock or log on which they are seated,
neur to the wigwam which contains the object of their tender passion ; until
her soul is touched, and she responds by some welcome signal, that she is
ready to repay the young Orpheus for his pains, with the gift of her hand
and ber heart. How true these representations may have been made, I
caunot say, but there certainly must have been some ground for the present
cognomen by which it is known in that country.

From these rude and exceedingly defective instruments, it will at once be
seen, that music has made but little progress with these people; and the
same fact will be still more clearly ;ﬁ'()ved, to those who have an opportunity
to hear their vocal exhibitions, which are daily and almost hourly serenading
the ears of the traveller through their conntry,

Dancing is one of the principal and most frequent amusements of all the
tribes of Lidians iv America; and, in all of these, both vocal and instrumentat
music are introduced. These dances cousist in about four different steps,
which constitute all the differont varieties 1 but the figures and formns of these
scencs are very numerous, and produced by the most violent jumps and con-
tortions, accompanied with.the song and beats of the drum, which are given
in exact time with their motions. It has been said by some travellers, that
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‘the Tndian has neither harmony or melody in his music, but I am unwilling” 35
te subscribe to such an assertion ; although 1 grant, that for the most part of ;3
their vocal exercises, there is a total absence of what the musical world would ' ;
call melody ; their songs being made up chiefly of a sort of violent chaunt of;ﬁd
harsh and jarring gutturals, of yelps and barks, and screams, which are
riven out in perfect time, not only with ‘ method (but with barmony) in :
their madness.” There are times too, as every traveller of the Indian conntry . 7
will attest, if he will recall them to his recollection, when the Indian lays
down by his fire-side with his drum in his band, which he lightly and aimost ~
imperceptibly touches over, as he accompanies it with his stifled voive of .
dulcet sounds that might come from the most tender and delicate female,

These quiet and tender songs are very different from those which are sung -
at their dances, in full chorus and violent gesticulation ; and many of them
seem to be quite rich in plaintive expression and melody, though barren of
change and variety.

Dancing, I have before said, is one of the principal and most valued
amusements of the indians, and much more frequently practised by them
than by any civilized society: inasmuch as it etters into their forms of wor-
ship, and is often their mode of appealing to the Great Spirit—of paving their
ustal devotions to their medicine—and of lionouring and entertaining
strangers of distinction in their country

Instead of the * giddy maze” of the guadrille or the camntry dance,
enlivened by the cheering smiles and gracas of silkened heauty, the Indian
perfarms his rounds with jumps, and starts, and vells, much to the satisfac-
tion 6f his awn exclusive self, and infinite amusement of the gentler sex, who
are always logkers on, but seldom allowed sa'great a pleasure, or so signal an
hongur, as that of jeining with their lords i this or any other estertainment.
Whilst staying with these people on my way up the river, I was repeatedly
honoured with the dance, and I as often hired them to give them, or went
to overlook where they were performing them ut their own pleasure, in pur-
suance of their peculiar customs, or for their own amusement, that [ might
study and cerrectly herald them to future ages. [ saw so many of their dif-
terent varieties of dances amongst the Sioux, that I should alinost be disposed
to denominate them the “ duncing Indians.” It would actually seem as if
they had dances for every thing, And in so large a village, there wns
scarcely an hour in any day or night, but what the beat of the drum could
somewhere be heard, These dances are almost as various and different in their
character as they are numerous—some of them so exceedingly protesque and
laughable, as to keep thebystanders in an irresistible roar of laughter—others
are ealculated 1o excite his pity, and furcibly appeal to his sympathies, whilst
others disgust, and yet others terrify and alarm him with their frightful
threats and contortions. :

All the world have heard of the * bear-daace,” though T doubt whether
more than a very small proportion have ever seen it; hereit is (pLaTe 102)
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The Sioux, like all the others of these western tnbr:s, are fond of Lear's meat,
‘and must have good stores of the ““bear’s-grease” laid in, to oil their long and
glossy locks, as well as the surface of Lhen- bodies. And they all like the
fine pleasure of a bear hunt, and also a participation in the bear dunce,
which is given several days in succession, previous to their starting out, and
in which they all join in a song to the Bear Spirit; which they think holds
somewhere an invisible existence, and must be consulted and coneiliated
before they can enfer upon their excursion with any prospect of success.
Far this grotesque and amusing scene, one of the chief medicine-men, placed
over his body the entire skin of a bear, with a war-eagle’s quill on his head,
taking the lead in the dance, and looking through the skin which formed a
masque that hung over his face. Many others in the dance wore masques
on their iaces, made of the skin from the bear’s head ; and all, with the
motions of their hands, closely imitated the movements of that animal; some
representing its motion in running, and others the peculiar attitude and
hanging of the paws, when it is sitting up on its hind feet, and looking out
for the approach of an enemy. This grotesque and amusing masquerade
oftentimes is continued at intervals, for several days previous to the starting
of a party on the bear hunt, who would scarcely count upon a tolerable
prospect of success, without a strict adherence to this most important and
indispensible form !

Dancing is done here too, as it is oftentimes done in the enlightened
world, to get favours—to buy the world’s goods; and in both countries
danced with about equal merit; except that the Indiun has surpassed us in
honesty by christening it in his own country, the *° beggar's dance.”  This
spirited d.nce (pLate 103), was given, not by a set of deggars though,
literally speaking, but by the first and most independent young men in the
tribe, beautifully dressed, (i.e. not dressed at all, exceptwith their breech clouts
ot kelts, made of eagles and ravens' quills,) with their lances, and pipes, and
rattles in their hands, and a medicine-man beating the drum, and joining in
the song at the-highest key of his voice. In this dance every one sings as
loud as he can hallov; uniting his voice with the others, in an appeal to the
Great Spirit, to open the hearts of the hystanders to give to the poor, and
noi.to themselves ; assuring them that the Great Spl"tt will be kind to those
who are kind to the helpless amd poor.

Of scalps, and of the modes and objects of scalping, [ have betore spoken ;
"and I therein stated, * that most of the scalps were stretched on little hoops
for the purpose of being used in the scalp-dance, of which T shail say more
at a future time.”

The Scalp-dance (pLaTe 104) is given as a celebration of a victory ; -and
amongst this tribe, as [ learned whilst residing with them, danced in the night,

" by the light of their torches, and just before retiring to bed. When a war
party returns from a war excursion, bringing home with them the scalps o’
their enemies, they generally * dance them” for fifleen nights in succe;sion,
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young women are selected 1o aid (though they do not actually join in_ tha™Fs,,
dance), by stepping into the centre of the ring, and helding up the scalpﬁ'm
that have been recently taken, whilst the warriors dunce (or rather jump)/';"l:a_?
around in a circle, brandishing their weapons, and barking and velping in the i,
most frightful manner, ali jumping on both feet at a time, with a simultas
neous stamp, and blow, and thrust of their weapons; with which it would
seem as if they were actually cutting and carving each other to pieces. i
During these frantic leaps, and yelps, and thrusts, every man distorts his face ¢
to the utmost of his muscles, darting about his glaring eye-balls and snapping 7, it
his teeth, as if he were in the heat {and actually breathing through bhis
inflated nostrils the very hissing death) of battle! No description that can® -
be written, could ever convey more then a feeble outline of the frightful
effects of these scenes enacted in the dead and darkness of night, under the" -
glaring light of their blazing flambeaux; nor could all the years allotted ta
mortal man, in the least obliterate or deface the vivié impress that one scene
of this kind would leave upon his memory.

The precise object for which the scalp is taken, is one which is definitely
understood, and has already been explained ; but the motive {or motives)
for which this strict ceremony is so scrupulously held by all the Awmerican
tribes, over the scalp of an enemy, is a subject, as yet not satisfactorily set-
tled in my mind. There is no doubt, but one great object in these exhibitions
is public exultation ;. yet there are several conclusive evidences, that there
are other and esseniial motives for thus formally and strictly displaying the
scalp.  Amongst some of the tribes, it iz the custom to bury the scalps after
they have gone through this series of public exhibitions; which may in a
measure have been held for the purpose of giving them notoriety, and of award-
ing public credit to the persons who obtained them, and now, from a custom of
the tribe, are obliged to part with them. The great respect which seems to
be paid to them whilst they use them, as well as the pitying aud wournful
song which they howl to the manes of their unfortunate victims; as well as
the precise care and solemnity with which they afierwards bury the scalps,
sufficiently convince me that they have a superstitious dread of the spirits of
their slain enemies, and many conciiiatory offices 16 perform, to ensure thei
own peace ; one of which ia the ceremony above described.
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LETTER—No, 31.

MOUTH OF TETON RIVER, UPPER MISSOURI.

Yy former Letters I have given some account of the Bisons, or (as they
are more familiarly denominated in this country) Buffaloes, which inhubut
these regions in numerous herds; and of which I must say yet a little more.

These noble animals of the ox species, and which have been so well de-
scribed in our books on Natural History, are a subject of curious interest
and great importance in this vast wilderness ; rendered peculiarly so at this
time, like the history of the poor savage ; and from the same consideration,
that they are rapidly wasting away at the approach of civilized man—and
like him and his character, in a very few years, to live only in books or on
canvass, -

The word buffalo is undoubtedly most incorrectly applied to these ani-
mals, and 1 can scarcely tell why they have been so ealled ; for thuy bear
* just about as much resemblance to the Eastern buifalo, as they do to a

zebra or to a common ox, How nearly they may approach to the bison of
Europe, which I never have had an opportunity to see, and which, I am
inclined to think, is now nearly extinct, I am unable to say ; vet if [ were
to judge from the rumerous engravings I have seen of those animals, and
descriptions 1 have read of them, I should be inclined to think, there was
yet a wide difference between the bizon of the American prairies, and those
in the North of Europe and Asia. The American bison, ot {as 1 shall here-
after call it) buffalo, is the largest of the ruminating animals that is now
living in America’; and seems to have been spread over the plains of this
vast country, by the Great S|:iirit, for the use and subsistence of the red men,
who live almost exclusively on their flesh, and clothe themseives with their
skins. The reader, by referring back to rrates 7 and 8, in the beginning
of «this Work, will see faihful traces of the male and female of this huge
animal, iu their proud and free state of nature, grazing on the plains of the
country to which they appropriately belong. Their colour is a dark brown,
but changing very much as the season varies from warm to cold; their hair
or fur, from its great length in the winter and 3spring, and exposure to the
weather, turning quite light, and almost to a jet black, when the winter coat
is shed off, and a new growth is shooting out.

The buffalo bull often grows to the enormous weight of 2000 pounds, and
shakes a long and shaggy black mane, that falls in great profusion and con-
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Jusion, over his head and shoulders ;

X

and oftentimes falling down

those of the common 0x, or of the goat species, .
The female is much smaller than the male, and always distinguishable by -
the peculiar shape of the horns, which are much smaller and more crooked, |

turning their points more in towards the centre of the forehead.
One of the most remarkable

and the iris jet black. The lids of the eye seem always to be strained quite,
open, and the ball rolling forward and down ; so that a considerable part of

the pure white of the eyeball .

glares out over it in an arch, in the shape of a moon at the end of its first -~
L

quarter.

_ These animals are, truly speaking, gregarious, but notmigratory—they graze
m immense and almost incredible numbers at times, and roam about and
Over vast tracts of country, from East 10 West, and from West to East, ay
often as from North to South; which has ofien been supposed they natu-
rally and habitually did 1o accommodate themselves to the temperature of
the climate in the different latitudes. The limits within which they are
found in America, are from the 30(h to the 55th degrees of Nortl, latitude ;
end their extent from East to West, which is from the border of our extrenie
Western frontier limits, to the Western verge of the Rocky Mountains, is
defined by quite different causes, than those whicl (e degree
ture have prescribed to them on the North and the Souh,
25 degrees of latitude, the buffaloes seem to fAuurish
without the necessity of evading the rigour of the elim
seems most wisely to have prepared them U
of fur, with whicl; she has clothed them.

It is very evident that, as high North as Lake Winnepeg, seven or eight
hundred miles North of this
winters ; getting its food chiefly by browsing amony

s of tempera-
Within these
»and get their living
ate, for which Nature
Y the greater or legs profusion

ter, with all its juices in
furnishes Very nutritions and efficient food ; “and
often, if not generally, supporting the animal i better fesh during these

difficult seasons of their lives, than they are fuund to be in, in the 30th degree

of latitude, upon the borcers of Mexico, where te severity of winter is not
known, but during a lon

2 and tedious autumn, the herbage, under the in-
fluence of g burning

: sun, is gradually dried away to a inere husk, and its -
nutriment gone, leaving these Poor creatures, even in
to bask in the warmth of

Juicy thing to bite o,
The place from which I am now writing,

it, and consequently

Rl
quite loy
the ground. The horns are short, but very large, and have baut one turﬁ;"l'
i.c. they are a simple arch, without the least approach 10 a spiral form, like., -
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charaeteristics of the buffale, is the peculiar '} £

“r

ot

‘e

vy -

L

. 249

nucleus ¢f the buffalo country, about equi-distant between the two extiemes;
and of course, the most congenial temperature for them to ﬂ-ouns?h in.  The
finest animals that graze on the prairies are to be found in this latitude ;
and 1 am sure I never could send from a better source. some f'urtl-u.ar account
of the death and destruction that is dealt among these noble animals, and
' i their final extinction.

hu:[l‘-lf:angi::x are a bold and desperate set of horsemen, a!lcl great hunters;
and in the heart of their country is one of the most extensive assortments of
goods, of whiskey, and other saleable commodltr?s, as well as a purtyh of the
most indefatigable men, who ar:): c_(instantly calling for every robe that can

i from these animals’ backs. .

beTslt::Ef idre tT\e causes which lead so directly to their rapid' c.lestrucuon:
and which open to the view of the travell.er so freshly, so vw:dl):, andhso
familiarly, the scenes of archery—of lancing, and of death-dealing, that

- belong peculiarly to this wild and shorn country

The almost countless herds of these animals that are somtletimes met wntlt
on these prairies, have been often sp(')ken of by oth_er wme}-:v.., a;lld~ may
yet be seen by any traveller who wnil_take the pains to visit t ese r[e-
gions. The *“ running season,” which is in {\ugust and Septemb‘er,'tﬁ the
time when they congregate into such masses in some places, as ‘lltera yht'?
blacken the prairies for miles together. It is no uncommon thmg'_actr t Z
season, at these gatherings, to see several ti}ousgnds‘ in 2 mass, Sd]clijtlno tz}:n
wheeling about under a cloud of c}ust,-which is rzused‘hy thtla1 u s '.1: me]y
are pawing in the dirt, or engaged in des_perate combat:.-, as they couspa“i
are, plunging and butting at each other in the most]furfous 1rna;.mer[( Land'
105). In these scenes, the males ure continually t'ol.owmg the et:‘na eslz 0
the whole mass are in coustant motion ; and all bellowing (or roiun?il
in deep and hollow sounds; which, mingle:d altogether, appear, at the dis
tance of a mile or two, like the sound of distant thunder. . heso donee

During the season whilst they are congregated together in these elnsi
and confused masses, the remainder of the country around for many r!m es,
becomes entirely vacated ; and the r.rave!]‘er may spend many ;1 tofl‘ Zonrsz
daj, and many a hungry night, without being cheerefl by the[.mg 1dto er.ed.
where, if he retraces his steps a fe.vt: weeks after, he will find tl.l.em 11:?“ :.Lh‘;
and grazing quietly in little famll.les and flocks, .and equally stoc viﬁ b
whole country. Of these quiet little hgrds, a fair reptl'esentatlxolfllﬁ\down
seen in rLaTe 106, where some al;;: grafmg: rf;)e:ls.l ::[t; Ei:{:.;;{mgl 1?s - ﬁ.e:

indulging in their * wallows,” - ) .
Z:gnott}sl:;?r:g(}n fhisg country ; and has a very mgniﬁ'cant mean::ng W‘l:;.llﬂ ll;is:
who have ever seen a buffalo bull perf‘ormmg a!{lulwn, or ra(;.d'lar endeay

ing to cool his heated sides, by tumbling .about in :_:\mud p::ll bi. For ver

"In the heat of summer, these hugevammals, which, no oubt, s;: neﬂ

much with the great profusion of Lhel.r. long and shaggy. halrrt:rl ul;.,a c:mm

graze on the low grounds in the prairies, }vhere there is & l-te stag
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- R
waler lying amongst the grass, and the ground underneath being s&tufatéa
with i, is soft, into which the enormous bull, lowered down upon ong kﬁeéu
will plunge bis horns, and at last his head, driving up the earth, and sdpns
making an excavation in the ground, into which the water filters frody
amongst the grass, forming for him in a few'moments, a cool and eomfor
able bath, into which he plunges like a hog in his mire. S

In this delectable laver, he throws himself flat upon his side, and forcing
- himself violently around, with his horns and his huge hump on his shouldery
presented to the sides, he ploughs up the ground by his ratary motion
sinking himself deeper and deeper in the ground, continually enlarging hig
poal, in which he at length becomes nearly immersed ; and the water ang H
mud about him mixed into a complete mortar, which changes his colour, and.
drips in streams from every part of him as he rises up upon his feet, g
hideous monster of mud and ugiiness, too frightful and too eccentric to be -
described | _—

-Itis generally the leuder of the herd that takes upon-him to make thiy
“excavation ; and if not (but another one opens the ground), the leader {who
Is conqueror) marches Torward, and driving the other from it pleoges him-
self into it; and having cooled his sides, and changed his colour tg g .
walking masy of mud and mortar; he stands in the pool until inclination -
induces him to step out, and give place to the next in command, whao stands -
teady; and another, and another, who advance forward in their turns, to
enjoy the luxury of the wallow; unti the whole band (sometimesﬁan hua.
dred or more) will pass through it in turn; each. one throwing his body
around in a similar manner ; and each one adding a little to the dimensiong
of the pool, while he carries away in his bair an equal &hare of the clay,
which dries to a grey or whitish colour, and gradually falls off. By this
operation, which is done, perhaps, in the space of half an howr, a eircalar
excavation of fifteen or twenty feet in diameter, and two feet in depth, is
completed, and left for the water to run into, which soon fills it to the level
of the ground. o . ‘

To these sinks, the waters lying on the surface of the prairies, are con-
tinually draining, end in them lodging their vegetable deposits ; which, aflera
lapse of years,-fll them up to the surface with a rich soil, which throws up
au anusual prowth of grass and herbage; forming couspicuous circles
‘Which arrest the eye of the traveller, and are caleflated 10 excite his surprise
for ages to come, { .

Many travellers who have penetrated not quite far engugh into the
Western country to see the habits of these animals, and the manner in which
these mysterious circles are made; but who have-seen the prairies strewed
with their bleached bones, and have beheld these strange circles, which
often occur in groups, and aof different sizes—have come home with beautiful -
and ingenious theories {which must needs be made), for the origin of these
‘singular and unaccountahble appearances, which, for waut of a ratigne!

Y
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theory, have generally been aitributed to fairy fret, and gained the appel-
lation of “ fairy circles.”

Many travellers, again, bave supposed that these rings were produced by,

the dances of the Indians, which are oftentimes {(and in fact most generally)
performed in a circle; yet a moment’s consideration disproves such a pro-
bability, inasmuch as the Indians always select the ground for their dancing

near the sites of their villages, and that always on a dry and hard founda-

tion ; when these * fairy circles” are unitformly found to be on low and wet
ground.

As my visit to these parts of the ¢ Great Far West” has brought me into
the heatt of the buffalo country, where 1 have had abundant opportunities of
seeing this noble animal in all ity phases—its habits of life, and every moda
of its death; I shall take the liherty of being yet a little more particular,
and of rendering some further accounts of scenes which I have witnessed in
following out my sporting propensities in these singular regions,

The chief hunting amusement of the Indians in these parts consists in the
chase of the buffalo, which is almost invariably done on horseback, with
bow and lance. In this exercise, which is highly prized by thewm, as oue of
their most valued amusements, as well as for the principal mode of pro-
curing meat for their subsistence, they become exceedingly expert; and are
able to slay these huge animals with apparent ease,

The Indians in these parls are all mounted on small, but serviceable
horses, which are caught by them on the prairies, where they are often run-
ning wild in numerous bands. The Indian, then, mounted on his little
wild horse, which has been through some years of training, dashes off at
full speed amongst the kerds of buffaloes, elks, or even antelopes, and deals
his deadly arrows to their hearts {rom his horse's back. The horse is the

fleetest animal of the prairie, and easily brings his rider alongside of his.

game, which falls a certain prey to his deadly shafs, at the distance of a
few paces.

In the chase of the buffalo, or other animal, the Indian generally * strips”
himself and his borse, by throwing off his shield and quiver, and every part
of his dress, which might be an encumbrance to him in running ; grasping

-his bow in his left hand, with five or six arrows drawn from his quiver, and

ready for instant use. In his right hand (or attached to the wrist} is a
heavy whip, which lie uses without mercy, and forces Lis horse alongside of
his game at the swiftest speed.

These horses are so trained, that the Indian has little use for the rein,
which bangs on the neck, whilst the horse approaches the animal on the
right side {prLaTE 107), giving his rider the chance to throw his arrow to the
left ; which he does at the instant when the horse is passing—bringing him
opposite to the heart, which receives the deadly weapon ‘*‘to the feather.”
When pursuing a large herd, the Indian generally rides close in the rear,
until he selects the animal he wishes to kill, which he separates “om the
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throng as soon as he can, by dav.hmw his horse between it and the herd ug
and fmcmcr it off by itself; ‘where he can approach’ it without the danger of :
being tmmp\ed to death, to which he is ofien liuble by too closely escorting

the multitude. T

In praTE 107, T have hur]y represented the mode of approachmg, at the
instant the arrow is to be thrown: and the striking disparity between the 3
size of a huge bull of 2000 pounds weight, and the Indian horse, which, it :‘f‘li ;
will be borae in mind, is but a pony. o é;‘ :

No bridle whatever is used in this country by the Indians, as they have X
no knowledge of a bit. A short halter, however, which answers in_place of
a bridle, is in general use ; of which they usually form a noose around the-
. under jaw of the horse, by which they get great power over the animal;
and which they use generally to sfop rather than guide the horse. Thia
halter is called by the French Traders in the country, I'arrét, the stop, and
has great power in arresting the speed of a horse; though it is extremely
dangerous to use too freely as a guide, interfering too much with the free-
dom of Itis limbs, for the certainty of his feet and security of his rider.

When the Indian then has directed the course of his steed to the animal
which he bhas selected, the training of the horse i such, that it knows the
abject of its rider’s selection, and exerts every muscle to give it close come
pany ; while the halter lies loose and untouched upon its neck, and the -
rider leans quite forward, and off from the side of his horse, with his bow
drawn, and ready for the ‘deadly shet, which is given at the instant he is
opposite to the animal's body. The horse being instinctively afraid of the
animal (though he generally brings his rider within theé reach of the end of
his bow), keeps his eye strained upon the furious enemy he is so closely en-
countering ; and the moment he has approached to the nearest distance
required, and has passed the animal, whether the sho* s given or not, he
gradually sheers off, to prevent cowing on to the horas of the infuriated
beast, which often are instantly tutned, and presented for the fatal reception
of its too familiar attendant. These frightful collisions often take place,
notwithstanding the sagacity of the horse, and the caution of its rider ; for
in these extraordinary (and inexpressible) exhilarations of chase, which seem
to drown the prudence atike, of instinctand reason, both horse and rider often
seem Tushing on to destruction, as if it were mere pastime and amusement.*

I bave always counted myself a prudent man, yet I have often waked (as
it were) out of the delirium of the chase (into which 1 had fallen, as into an
agitated sieep, ond through which I had passed as through 2 delightiul
dream), where to have dted would have been but to have remained, rldmg
on, without 2 struggle or a pang.

in some of these, too, I have arisen from the prairie, covered with dirt and

. * Tha reader will be futthar instructed on this subject, by referring buck to yrare 9,
in the baginniag of the hook, ‘ "
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blood, having severed company with gun and lorse, the one lying some
twenty or thirty feet from me with a broken stalk, and the other coolly
brousing on the grass at half a mile distance, without man, and without
other beast remaining in sight.

For the novice in these scenes there is much danger of his limbs and his
life, and be finds it a hard and a desperate struggle that brings him in at
the death of these huge monsters, except where it has heen praduced by
hands that have acquired more sleight and tact than his own.

With the Indian, who has made this the every day sport and amusement
of his life, there iz less difficulty and less danger; he rides without ¢ losing
his breath,” and his unagitated hand deals cerfainty in its deadly blows.

In praTE 108, | have represented a party of Indians in chase of a herd
some of whom are pursuing with lance and others with bows and arrows.
The group in the foreground shews the attitude at the instant afier the
arrow has been thrown and driven to the heart; the Indian at full speed,
and the luso dragging behind his horse’s heels. The laso is a long thong
of rawhide, of ten or fifteen yards in length, made of several braids or twists,
and used chiefly to catch the wild horse, which is done by throwing over
tieir necks a noose which is made at the end of the laso, with which they
are * choked down.” lu running the buffzloes, or in time of war, the laso
drags on the ground at the horse’s feet, and sometimes several rods behind,
so that if a man is dismounted, which is often the case, by the tripping or
stumbling of the horse, he has the power of grasping to the laso, and by
stubbornly holding on to it, of stopping and securing his lorse, on whose
back he is instantly replaced, and continuing on in the chase.

In the dead of the winters, which are very long and severely cold in this
country, where horses cannot be brought into the chase with any avail, the
Indian runs wpon the surface of the snow by the aid of his snow shoes,
which buoy him up, while the great weight of the buffuloes, sinks them down
to the middle of their sides, and completely stopping their progress, ensures
them certain and easy victims to the bow or lance of their pursuers, as m
pLATE 109. The snow in these regions often lies during the winter, to the
depth-of three aud four feet, being blown away from the tops and sides of
the hills in many places, which are left bare for the buffuloes to graze upon,
whilst-it is drifted in the hollows and ravines to a very great depth, and
fendered almost entirely impassable to these huge animals, which, when
closely pursued by their enemies, endeavour to plunge through it, but arc
svon wedged in and\plmost unable to move, where they fall an easy prey 10
the Indian, who runs up lightly upon his snow shoes and drives his lance to
their hearts. The skins are then stripped off, to be sold to the Fur Traders,
and the carcasses left to be devoured by the wolves. This is the season in
which the greatest numnber of these animals are destroyed for their robes—
iney are most easily killed at this time, and their hair or fur being longer
and more abundant, gives greater value to_the robe.
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The Indians generally kill and dry meat enough in the fall, when it

is fat and juicy, to last them through the winter; ‘s_u'thal. they have liile ‘b_._
other object for this unlimited slaughter, amid the drifts of snow, than

that of procuring their robes for traffic with their Traders. The snow;
shoes are made in a great many forms, of two and three feet in length,.

and one foot or more in width, of a hoop or houps bent around for the™
fraine, with a netting or web woven across with strings of rawhide, onm . -

which the feet rest, and to which they are fastened with siraps somewhat
like a skate.* With these the Indian will glide over the snow with as.

tonishing quickness, without sinking down, or scarcely leaving his track

where he has gone.
The poor buffaloes have their enemy man, besetting and beseiging them
at all times of the year, and in all the modes that man in his superior

wisdom has been able to devise for their destruction. They struggle in

vain to evade his deadly shafts, when he dashes amongst them over
the plaina on his wild horse—they plunge into the snow-drifts where they
yield themselves an easy prey to their destroyers, and they also stand un.
wittingly and belold him, unsuspected under the skin of a white wolt,
insinuating himself and his fatal weapons into close company, when thev
are peaceably grazing on the level prairies, and shot down before they
are aware of their danger (prLave 110} . ,

There are several varieties of the wolf species in this country, the most
formidable and most numerous af which are white, often sneaking about in
gangs or families of fifty or sixty in numbers, appeiring in distance, on
the green prairies like nothing but a Rock of sheep, Many of these animals
grow to a very great size, being I should think, quite a match for the.
largest Newfoundland dog. At present, whilst the buffuloes are so abun-
dant, and these ferocious animals are glutted with the buffalo’s flesh, they
are harmless, and everywhere sneak away from man's presence ; which [
scarcely think will be the case afier the buffuloes are ali gone, and they
are left, as they must be, with scarcely anything to eat. They always
are scen following about in the vicinity of herds of buffzloes and stand ready
to pick the bones of those that the hunters leave on the grodnd, or to over-
take and devour those that are wounded, which fall an easy prey to them.
While the herd of buffaloes are together, they seem to have little dread oc
the wolf, and allow them to come in close company with them. The Indian
tben has taken advantage of this fact, and often places himseli” under the
skin of this animal, and erawls for half 2 mile or more on his hands and
koees, until he approaches within a few rods of the unsuspecting group, and
easily shoots down the fattest of the thrang,

The buftalo is a very timid animal, and shuns the vicinity of man with the

I g
* The readers will look forward to pLares 240 ond 243, in the Sacond Volime,
ot saow shoes. o
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. keenest sagacity; yet, when overtuken, and harassed or wounded, turns
upon its assailants with the utmost fury, who have only to seek safety in .
flight. Lo their desperate resistance the finest horses are often destroyed ;
but the Indian, with his superior sagacity and dexterity, generally finds some
effective mode of escape, as in prate 111.

During the season of the year whilst the calves are young, the male seems

- “wasiroll about by the side of the dam, as if for the purpose of protecting the
young, at which time it is exceedingly hazardous to attack them, as they are
sure to turn upon their pursuers, who lave often to fly to each others assis-
tance {pLaTE 112). The buffalo calf, during the first six months is red, and
has so much the appearance of a red calf in cultivated fields, that it could
easily be mingled and mistaken amongst them. In the fall, when it changes
its hair it takes a brown coat for the winter, which it always retains. In
pursuing a large herd of buffaloes at the season when their calves are but a
few weeks old, I have often been exceedingly amused with the curious
manceuvres of these shy little things, Amidst the thundering confusion of a
throng of several hundreds or several thousands of these animals, there
will be many of the calves that lose sight of their dams; and being left
behind by the throng, and the swift passing hunters, they endeavour to
secrete themselves, when they are exceedingly put to it on a level prairie,
where nought can be seen but the short grass of six or eight inches in height,
save an occasional bunch of wild suge, 2 few inches hlﬂ'hel‘, 1o which the poor
atfrighted things will run, and dropping on their knees, will push their noses
under it,and into the grass, where they wiil stand for hours, with their eyes shut,
imagin'mg themselves securely hid, whilst they are standing up quite straight
upon their hind feet and can easily be seen at several miles distance. Itisa
familiar amunsement for us accustomed to these scenes, to retreat back over
the ground where we have just escorted the herd, and approach these little
trembling things, which stubbornly maintain their positions, with their noses
pushed under the grass, and their e:es strained upon uvs, as we dismount
from our horses and are passing around them. From this fixed position they
are sure not to move, until hands are laid upon them, and then for the shins
of a novice, we can extend cur a}mpalhy ; or if he can preserve the skin on
his hones from the. furicus buttings of~its head, we know how to con-
gratulate him on his signal success and good luck. In these desperate
struggles, for a2 moment, the little thing is conquered, and makes no further
resistance. And I have often, in concurrence with a known custom of the
country, held my hands over the eyes of the calf, and breathed a few strong
breaths into its nostrils ; after which [ have, with my hunting companions,
rode several miles into our encampment, with the livtle prisoner busily fel-
lowing the heels:of my horse the whole way, as closely and as affectionately
as its instinct wpuld attach it to the company of its dam !

This is one of the most extraordinary things that I have met with in the
habits of this wild country, and although I had often heard of it, and felt
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vnable exactly to believe it, I am now willing to bear testimony to the fact,
from the numerous instances which I have witnessed since I came into the. "3
country. During the time that T resided at this post,.in the spring of the\ v
year, on my way up the river, I assisted (in numerous hunts of the buffalo, , =
with the Fur Company’s men,) in bringing in, in the above manner, several .- -+ -
-of these little prisoners, which sometimes followed for five or six rn“es"-1 ‘
close to our horses’ heels, and even into the Fur Company’s Fort, and into the v
stable where our horses were led. In this way,‘befbre [ left for the hexd {4
waters of the Missouri, [ think we had collected about a dozen, which Mr.
Laidlaw was successfully raising with the aid of a good milch cow, and which
were to be committed to the care of Mr. Choutean to be transported by the 7",
return of the steamer, to his extensive plantation in the vicinity of St. Louis.*_ D
~ Tis truly a melancholy contemplation for the traveller in this country, to | .
nnticipate the pertod which is not far distant, when the last of these noble I{
animals, at the hands of white and red men, will fall victims to their cruel |
and impruvident rapacity ; leaving these beautiful green fields, a vast and/-
idle waste, unstocked and unpeopled for ages to come, until the bones of the
on= and the traditions of the other will have vanished, and left scarce an
intelligible trace behind. o . -

That the reader should not think me visionary in these contemplations, or
romancing in making such assertions, I will hand him the following item of
tle extravagancies which are practiced in these regions, and rapidly leading
to the results which I have just named. ' ‘ ’

When 1 first arrived at this place, on my way up the river, which was in
tle month of May, in 1832, and had taken up my lodgings in the Fur
Company's Fort, Mr. Laidlaw, of whom 1 have-before spaken, and also his
chief clerk, Mr. Halsey, and many of their mien, as well as the chiefs
of the Sioux, told me, that only a few.days before [ arrived, (when an
immense herd of buffaloes had showed themselves on the opposite side of
the river, almost blackening the plains fora great distance,)a party of five or
six hundred Sioux Indians on horseback, forded the river about mid-day,
and speuding a few hours amougst them, recrossed the river at sun-down
and came into the Fort with fourteen hundred fresh buffalo tongues, which
were thrown down in a mass, and for which they required but a few gallous
of whiskey, which was socon demolished, induiging them in a little, and.
harmless carouse, - ; .

This profiigate waste of the lives of these noble and useful animals,
when, from all that I could learn, not a skin or a pound of the meat (except
the tongues), was brought in, fully supports me in the seemingly extravagant

. * The fate of thess poor little prisoners, I was informed on my return to St. Louis 8 yenr
afterwords, was a very disnstrous one.  The stezmer having a distance of 1600 miles to -
perform, und lying a week or two oz sand bars, ina country where milk could not be pros

cured, they all perished but one, which is now ficurishing in the exteusive Gelds of thiis
gentleman, - ..
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proasctions that T have made as to their extinction, which T am certain is near
at hand. Tn the above extravagant instance, at a season when their skins
were without fur and not worth taking off, and their camp was so well
stucked with fresh and dried meat. that they had no cccasion for using the
flesh, there iz a faic exhibition of the improvident character of the savage,
and also of his recklessness in catering for his appetite, so long as the present
inducements are. held out te him in his country, for its gratification,

In this singular country, where the poor Indians have no laws orregulations

" of society, making it a vice or an impropriety to drink to excess, they think it

no harm to indulge in the delicions beverage, aslong as they are able to buy
whiskey to drink. They look to white men as wiser than themselves, and
able to set them examples—they see none of these in their country but sellers
of whiskey, who are constantly tendering it to them, and most of them setting
the example by using it themselves ; and they easily acquire a taste, that to
be catered for, where whiskey i3 sold at sixteen dollars per gallon, soon
impoverishes them, and must soon strip the skin from the last buffalo’s back
that lives in their country, to © be dressed by their squaws” and vended to
the Traders for a pint of diluted alcohol.

From the above remarks it will be seen, that not only the red men, hut
red men and white, have aimed destruction at the race of these animals ; and
with them, Jbeasts have turned hunters of buffaloes in this country, slaying
them, liowever, in less numbers, and for far more laudable purpose than that
of selling their skins. The white wolves, of which I have spoken in 2 former
epistle, follow the herds of buffaloes as [ have said, from one szeason to
another, glutting themselves on the carcasses of those that fall by the deadly
shafts of their enemies, or linger with disease or old age to be dispatched by
these sneaking cormorants, who are ready at all times kindly to relieve them
from the pangs of a lingering death. .

Whilst the herd is together, the wolves never attack them, as they instantly
gather for combined resistance, which they effectually make. But when
the herds are travelling, it often happens that an aged or wounded one,
lingers at a distance behind, and when fairly out of sight of the herd, is set
upon by these voracious hunters, which often gather to the number of fifty or
more, and are sure at last to torture him to death, and use him up at a
meal. The buffalo, however, isa huge and furious animal, and when his
Tetreat is cui off, makes desperate and deadly resistance, coniending 1o the
last moment for the right of life—and oftentimes deals death by wholesale,
to his canine assailants, which he is tossing into the air or stamping to death
under his feet (PraTe 113).

During my travels in these regions, I have several times come across such

~ a gang of these animals surrounding an'old or a wounded bull, where it would

seem, from appearances, that they had been for several days in attendance,

and at intervals desperately engaged in the effort to take hislife. But a

short time since, as one of my hunting companions and myself were return.
YOL. I ’ LL
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ing to our encampment with our horses loaded with meat, we discovered at a ~

distance, a huge ball, encircled with a gang of white wolves; we rode
up as near as we could without driving them away, and being within pistol
shot, we had a remarkably good view, where I sat for a few moments and

made a sketch in my note-book {rrate 114); after which, we tade up and -

gave the signal for them to digperse, which they instantly did, withdrawing
themselves to the distance of fifty or sixty rods, when we found, to our great
surprise, that the animal htad made desperate resistance, until his eyes were
entirely eaten out of his head—the grizzle of his nose was mostly grme—his
tongue was half eaten off, and the skin and flesh of his legs torn almost
literally into strings. In this tattered and torn “condition, the poor old
veteran stood bracing up in" the midst of his devourers, who had ceased
hostilities for a few minutes, to enjoy a sort of parley, recovering strength
and preparing to resume the attack in a few moments again. In this group,
some were reclining, to gain breath, whilst others were sneaking about and
licking their chaps in anxiety for a renewal of the attack ; and others, less
lucky, had been crushed to death by the feet or the horns of the bull, [
rode nearer to the pitiable object as he stood bleeding and trembling before
me, and said to him, ** Now is your time, old fellow, and you had better be
off.”  Though blind and nearly destroyed, there seemed evidently to be a
recognition of a friend in me, as he straightened up, and, trembling with
excitement, dashed off at full speed upon the prairie, in a straight line.
We turned our horses and resumed pur march, and when we had advanced
a mile or more, we looked back, and on our left, where we saw again the
ill-fated animal surrounded by his tormentors, to whose insatiable voracity
he unguestionably scon fell a victim, .

Thus much I wrote of the buffaloes, and of the accidents that befall them,
as well as of the fate that awaits them; and before 1 closed my book, I
strolled out one day to the shade of a plum-tree, where 1 laid in the grass
on a favourite bluff, and wrote thus :— B

It ix generally supposed, and familiarly said, that. a man * fulls’ into a
réverie ; but I seated myself in the shade a few minutes since, resolved to
Joree myself into one ; and for this purpose I laid open a small pocket-map
of North America, and excluding my thoughts from every other object in
the world, I soon succeeded in producing the desired illusion. This little
- chart, over which I bent, was seen in all its parts, as nothing but the green
and vivid reality. I was lifted up upon an imaginary pair of wings, which
easily raised and held me foating in the open air, from whence 1 could be-
hoid beneath me the Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans—the great cities of
the East, and the mighty rivers. I could see the blue chain of the great
lakes at the North—the Rocky Mountains, and beneath them and near
their base, the vast, and almost houndless plains of grags, which were
speckled with the bands of grazing buffaloes! ’

“ The world turned gently around, and I examined its surface ; contineat
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after continent passed under my eye, and yet amidst them all, T saw not the
vast and vivid green, that is spread like a carpet over the Western wilds of
my own country I saw not elsewhere in the world, the myriad herds of
buﬂaloes—my eyes scanned in vain, for they were not.  And when I turned
again to the wilds of my native land, I beheld them all in motion! For
the distance of several hundreds of miles from Nocth to South, they were
wheeling about in vast columns and herds—some were scauered, and ran
with furious wildness—some lay dead, and others were pawing the earth for
a hiding-place—some were sinking down and dying, guahing out thair life’s
blood in deep-drawn sighs—and others were contending in furious battle

for the life they possessed, and the O'round that they 5tood upon. They had

long since assembled from the thickets, and secret haunts of the deep forest,
into the midst of the treeless and bushless plains, as the place for their
safety. 1 could see in an hundred places, amid the wheeling bands, and
on their skirts and flanks, the leaping wild horse darting among them. I
saw not the arrows, nor heard .the twang of the sinewy bows that sent them;
but I saw their victims fall '—on other steeds that rushed along their sides
I saw the glistening lances, which seemed to lay across them ; their blades
were blazing in the sun, till dipped in blood, and then I lost them?! In
other parts (and there were many), the vivid flash of fire-arms was seen—
their victims fell too, and over their dead bodies hung suspended in air,
little clouds of whitened smoke, from under which the Aying horsemen had
darted forward to mingle again with, and deal death to, the trampling throng.

8¢ strange were men mixed (both red and white) with the countless
herds that wheeled and eddyed about, that all below seemed one vast ex-
tended field of battle—whole armies, in some places, seemed to blacken the
earth's surface ;—in other ports, regiments, badttalions, wings, platoons, rank
and fle, and ¢ Indian-file"—all were in motion; and death and destruc-
tion seemed to be the watch-word amongst them. In their turmoil, they
sent up great clouds of dust, and with them came the mingled din of
groans and trampling hoofs; that seemed like the rumbling of a dreadful
cataract, or the roaring of distant thunder. Alternate pity and admiration

-barrowed up in wy bosom and my brain, many a hidden thought; and

amongst them a few of the beautiful notes that were once sung, and exactly
in point : ¢ Quadrupedunte putrem sonitu quatit ungule campum.’ Even
such was the din amidst the quadrupeds of these vast plains. And from the
erapey cliffs of the Rocky Mountains also were seen descending into the

~ valley, the myriad Tartars, who had not horses to ride, but before their well-

drawn bows the fattest of the herds were falling. Hundreds and thousands
were strewed upon the plains—they were flayed, and their reddened car-
casses left; and about them bands of wolves, and dogs, and buzzards were
seen devouring them. Contiguous, and in sight, were the distant and feeble
#nokes of wigwams and villages, where the skins were dragged, and dressed
for white man’s laxury ! where they were all sold for whiskey, and the poor
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Indians laid drunk, and were crying. I cast my eyes intoHne towns and
cities of the East, and there I beheld buffalo robes hanging at\almost every
door for traffic; and Isaw also the curling smokes of a thousand Stills—and
I said, ¢ Oh insatiable man, is thy avarice such ! wouldst thou tear the skin
from the back of the last animal of this noble race, and rod thy fellow-man
of his meat, and for it give him poison !'” *  * * i

- - * - » » [ )

Many are the rudenesses and wilds in Nature's works, which are destined

to fall before the deadly axe and desolating hands of cultivating man ; and

s0 amongst her ranks of living, of beast and human, we .often find noble
stamps, or beautiful colours, to which our admiration clings ; and even in
the overwhelming march of civilized improvements and refinements do we
love to cherish their existence, and lend our efforts to preserve them in
their primitive rudeness. Such of Nature's works are always worthy of our
preservation and protection ; and the further we become separated {and the
face of the country) from that pristine wildness and beauty, the more plea-
sure does the mind of enlightened man feel in recurring to those scenes,
when he can have them preserved for his eyes and his mind to dwell upon.*
Of such *¢ rudenesses and wilds,” Nature has no where presented more
beautiful and lovely scenes, than those of the vast prairies of the West ;
and of man and beast, no nobler specimens than those who inhabit them—
the Indian and the duffalo—joint and original tenants of the soil, and fu-
gitives together from the approach of civilized man ; they have fled to the
great plains of the West, and there, under an equal doom, they have taken
up their lust abode, where their race will expire, and their bones will bleach
together.
" It may be that power is right, and voracity a virtue; and that these
people, and these noble animals, are righteousfy doomed to an issue that
- will not be averted. It can be easily proved—we have a civilized science
_thfit can easily do ir, or anything else that may be required to cover the
iniquities of civilized man in catering for his unholy appetites. It can beé
proved that the weak and ignorant have no rights—that there can be no
virtue in darkness—that God’s gifts have no meaning or merit until they are
appropriated by civilized man—by him brought into the light, and converted
to his use and luxury. We have a mode of reasoning (I forget what it is
called) by which all this can be proved, and even more. The word and the
system are entirely of civilized origin; and latitude is admirably given to
them in proportion to the increase of civilized wants, which often require a

Judge to overrnle the laws of nature. I say that we can prove such things; "

but an Indian cannot. Itisa mode of reasoning unknown to him in bis
nature’s simplicity, but admirably adapted to subserve the interests of the
enlightened world, who are always their own judges, when dealing with the
savage ; and who, in the present refined age, have many appetites that can
~only be lawfully indulged, by proving God's laws defective.
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It is not enough in this polished and extravagant age, that we get from the
Indian kis lands, and the very clothes from his back, but the food from
their mouths must be stopped, to add a new and useless aiticle to the
fashionable world's luxuriea. The ranks must be thinned, and the race ex-
terminated, of this noble ‘animal, and the Indians of the great plains left
without the means of supporting life, that white men may figure a few vears
longer, enveloped in buffalo robes—that they’ may spread them, for their
pleasure and elegance, over the backs of their sleighs, and trail them ostenta-
tiously amidst the busy throng, as things of beauty and elegance that
‘had been made for them ! )

Reader! listen to the followine caleulations, and forget them not. The
buffaloes (the quadrupeds from whose backs your beautiful robes were taken,
and whose myriads were once spread over the whole country, from the
Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean) have recently Hed berore the ap-
palling appearance of civilized man, and taken up their abode and pasturage
amid the almost boundless prairies of the West. An instinctive dread of
their deadly foes, who made an ecasy prey of them whilst grazing in the
forest, has led them to seek the midst of the vastand treeless plains of grass,
as the spot where they would be least exposed to the assaults of their ene-
mies; and it is exclusively in those desolate fields of silence (yet of beauty).
that they are to be found-—and over these vast steppes, or prairies, have they
fled, like the Indian, towards the “seiting sun;” until their hands have
been crowded together, and their limits confined to a narrow strip of coun-
try on this side of the Rocky Mountains. )

" This strip of country, which extends from the province of Mexico to
lake Winnepeg on the North, is almost one entire plain of grass, which is,
and ever must be, useless to cultivating man, It is here, and here chiefly,
that the buffaloes dwell ; and with, and hovering about them, live and flon-
rish the tribes of Indians, whom God made for the enjoyment of that fair
‘and arid its luxuries.

Itisa melancholy contemplation for one who has travelled as I have,
through these realms, and seen this noble animal in all its pride and glory,
to contemplate it so rapidly wasting from the world, drawing ‘the irresis-
tible conclusion too, which one must do, that its species is soon to be ex-
tinguished, and with it the peace and happiness (if not the actual existence)
of the tribes of Indians who are joint tenants with them, in the occupancy
of these vast and idle plains.

And what a splendid contemplation too, when one (who has travelicd
these realms, and can duly appreciate them) imagines them as they might in
future be seen, (by some great protecting policy of government) preserved in

their pristine beauty and wildness, in a magnificent park, where the wqud
could see for ages to come, the native Indian in his classic attire, galloping
* his wild horse, with sinewy bow, and shield and lance, amid the Reeting
herds of elks and buffaloes. W hat a beautiful and thrilling specimen for
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America to preserve and hold up to the view of her refined citizens and the
world, in future ages! A nation’s Puar, containing man and beast, ir. all
the wild und freshness of their nature’s beauty !

I would ask no other monument
of my name amongst the famous
the founder of such an institution. 5

Such scenes might easily have been preserved, and still could be che-
rished on the great plains of the West
its borders; for the tracts of country on which the buffaloes have as
bled, are uniformly sterile, and of no available use to cultivating man.

It is on these Plains, which are stocked with buffalces, that the fnest
specimens of the Indian race are to be seen, It is here, that the savage is
decorated in the richest costume. It is here, and here only, that his wants

are all satisfied, and even the luzuries of life are afforded him in abundance,
And here also is he the proud and honourable man (before he has had
teachers or laws), above the .imported wants, which beget meanness and

vice; stimulated by ideas of honour and virtue, in which the Gad of Nature
has certainly not curtailed him.

to my memory, nor any other enrolment
dead, than the reputation of having been

Sem-

There are, by a fair calculation, more than 300,000 Indians, who are now
subsisted on the flesh of the buffaloes, and by those animals supplied with al]
the luxuries of life which they desire, as they know of none others. The
great variety of uses to which they convert the body and other parts of that
animal, are almost incredible to the person who has not actually dwelt
amongst these people, and closely studied their modes and customs. Every
part of their flesh is converted into food, in one shape or another, and on it
they entirely subsist. The robes of the animals are worn by the {ndians instead
of blankets—their skins when tanned, are used as coverings for their lodges,
and for their beds; undressed, they are used for constructing canoes—for
saddles, for bridles—l'arréts,.lasos; and thongs. The horns are shaped into
ladles and spoons—the brains are used for dressing the skins—their bones

are used for saddle trees—for war clubs, and scrapers for graining the robes
—and others are broken up for the marrow-fat which is contained in them.
Their sinews are used for strings and backs to their bows—for thread to
string their beads and sew their dresses. The feet of the animals are boiled,
with their hoofs, for the glue they contain, for fastening their arrow points,
and many other uses. The hair from the head and shoulders, which is long,
is twisted and braided into halters, and the tail is used for a fly brush, In
this wise do these people convert and nse the various parts of this useful
animal, and with all these tuxuries of life about them, and their numerous

games, they are happy (God bless them} in the ignorance of the disastrous
fate that awaits them,

Yet this interesting community,
and all its manners and customs,
whose numbers would increase

with its sports, its wildnesses, its languages,
could be perpetuated, and also the buffaloes,
and supply them with food for ages and

y Without deiriment to the country or
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chriliied man; 90,{}00 of such have already been removed, and they dra:\‘r' from

Government some 5 or 600,000 dollars annually in cash ; which money, passes
immediately into the hands of white men, and for it the necessaries of fifamay

be abundantly furnished. But who, [ would ask, are to furnish the Indians

who have been instructed in this unnatural mode—living upon such neces~ -

saries, and even luxuries of life, extended to them by the hands of white
men, when those annuities are at an end, and the skin is stripped from the
last of the animals which God gave them for their subsistence ? L

Reader, [ will stop here, lest you might. forget to answer these impartant
queries—these are questions which I know will puzzle the world-=and, per~

haps it is not right that I should ask them. * * vt
L ] - L] - . " .
.. ' Thus much 1 wrote and; painted at this place, .

whilst on my way up the river : after which 1 embaff;l‘fd'qh the steamer for
the Yellow Stone, and the sources of the Missouri, through which interesting
regions I have made a suceessful Tour; and have returned, as will have been
seen by the foregoing narrations, in my canoe, to this place, from whence I
am to descend the river still further in a few days. If T ever get time, I may
give further Notes on this place, and of peopie and their doings, which [
met with here; but at present, I throw my note-book, and eanvass, and
brushes into my canoe, which will be launched to-morrow morning, and on
its way towards St. Louis, with myself at the stecring-oar, as usual; and
“with Ba‘_tiste_a!id Bogard to paddle,‘of whom, I beg the readers” pandon for

e

“:Qur way isznow over the foaming and muddy waters of the Missouri, and
amid snags and drift logs (for there is a sweeping freshet on her waters),
and irany a day will pass before other Letters will come from me; and
possibly, the reader may have to look to my biogeapher for the vest. Adieu.

EX¥D OF OL 1.
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