
Subject/Background Info re: the J. Flagg Correspondence Collection, RPL Archives 
 

The letters from the J. Flagg Correspondence Collection were written by 

James S. (Jim) Flagg in the summer of 1930. They are addressed to Jean 

Smith, an eighteen-year-old incoming student at the University of Illinois 

(Urbana-Champaign) from which Flagg had graduated that spring. 

 

While at UI, Flagg had been on the staff of the student newspaper, The 

Illini, which no doubt reinforced his interest in a newspaper job. In late June 

1930, Flagg was hired as a reporter for the Rockford Daily Republic.  

 

Each of these letters contains at least brief references to the city of 

Rockford, Illinois and/or the Republic.  

 

• The physical items in this collection are kept in the Historical Section 

of The Rockford Public Library (RPL) Archives, 215 N. Wyman Street, 

Rockford, Illinois 61101. 
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INT~LT,TOENCER WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 1930 

and 

LOXG LASHES 

It you want for yourself the lovaly 
long, sweeping eyelashes that you 
admire on your f:lvorlte movie star, 
or some good looking friend of yours, 
hc~e are some hints that may be o! 
use to you. 

Lashes do improve, in most cases, 
by being clipped back a little. So i! 

You Can :\fake Yorn· Lashes Look 

Thick nnd Long 

you are willing to go for a month or 
two with shortened lashes, you can 
trio them yourself. Use curve blade 
manicure scissors, with the points 
turned out away from the eyes, bend 
close to your mirror in a good light, 
and gently clip off only the very tips 
of the hairs. As these are usually 
too· fine to have much color in them, 
you won't look so very different. 

Rub them every night with castor 
oil. This is a very good tonic and it 

darkens the hair a bit too, which is 
an advantage. Eyebrows can be 
treated with hair tonic, but I never 
advise using anything on the lashes 
except this oil, which of course can­
not hurt the eyes. Some people ad­
vjse Vaseline-it is useless for mak­
ing the lashes grow ; it is a mineral 
oil. Vegetable oils-olive or castor 
-e..will do good. 

You ·can make the ;ashes look 
thicker by putting vaseline on them 
or by rubbing them with brilliantine 
or oil, the very last thing, after you 
have powdered your face. This gives 
them extra gloss, removes the pow­
dP.r and seems to make them darker 
-just for the time. You can use a 
mascara at night, for special effects, 
if you are clever enough to know 
how to put it on, which most people 
are not. 

As for the long lashes of your fa­
vorite screen star; some of the length 
may be clever make-up, most prob­
ably is, in fact. But pe,·er mi!:id, you 
can do a little towards making your 
lashes long, and that little counts as 
a lot in improYing your looks. 
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Der rest .TcLn- - -

Republic o:f."'ti.s 

8eturclny n-i r·ht 

her e cettil1~ reedy to fO ho!ne . It ' :=; only 11 :15 ::_,nd will ':c _.;· ir· le vc 

pr e t:- soon . I -hoa. to \1 or k stro.i[;ht throur,1: todr>.y Sii1ce 7 : 30 i n 

tho n or ninG ·::i"th t he exccptio11 of , iittlc ti o o-::f :for re: ls . :o 

Got out our rer.;ulr,r ed i tions this f·;;ern.ocn Lnd sine" then hrv e been 

puttinc out tonor r ou ' s Stmdcy 1x.:-.er . ':J0 orc nint n·o rest fer the ,;r.i.c::ed . 

I fiu s c "rtuinly r;l, d to --ct t~ o !l:e tters :Lori_ ~rou i n 

one any. yester d y . :i:_f,;o t t h e one tLc i'olkc forwarded 'nd tJ1 0 one- you 

sent ,;ednesdcy I tJ <:' l i evc . .Te~n, :~ou ' r c ~ 1)encr ~ or sendi:>.1p: ro ~notl1 cr 

' '?icture . I hnvent seen i•~ yet but I lmo11 I 1 1 like i t . 'l:h.e folks 
• ...L 

sent c l etter st yi nr, tlv=i t ther e was a photo at hone f or r:c from 
n - '--.... 

it 802 hdi .n~ , bn t they di Int lrnvc c noue:, ccnse t~ "."p.1H u·;. If 

.cl.i dnt co.:o ·l;od-- ~r'I ' n g0 i n f to nr i te to tl1at! ' Ild brrnl thc :-1 out .' I 1 vent 

h'-"'d ch n ,ce to go ltor~e yot tod·~ to sec i::' I c:;ot o.ny nc.i l . 

I ' ve n r i t ten co:i.unnt:i ~.nc1 ca1u:m~ tod y I bet: £ nd 

n-i ll ,be r:_c· dy, to r·o to bcn '.7hen I cct ho:'le . "!:':ro o-::: ~re bo~rs t! o 

11erc thinkinr, ~ bout ce"ttin(" • n a:p rt:,en t ·,,t' t:1 u.s 1 ve ch nGrG t1 " :rr 

:·1 i nc1s no·v so , I :ricy , et •• roo:. • ·it h Courtney . · ~;e c:oe::mt :ti~:c t i-, one 

he ha:s ~1ow. 
ro:1e y our d.c.d ., c so. othinf to c1 :··e up tbis ·,.rny ?or noon 

so 3"U c n co: ..,_c r.r itL h i m.o I tl,ouc:r.·c , b011·:; ,rou nore ·ch· n ever ye stcrcicy 

~ f'·i·er I .r·o·'· vour le·'1·te·• c 
\..._ .J I. V •. - ' ~ J. • .., . 

I 

·n·ou should ~ c. :..• t:i1c '1C0"'1l e t , J.l:: . bout Di~:ie Sni ·c11 u ·~ 

her e . ":he 1~·teot do.,,e i s ~h t Lo ho.~ :-'.d;:cc1. cve:ev ri L1 in t } e office 

:for • c1 ·-. t e rnd none of thci·1 ·.1ilJ. : .i ·c hi•' one . Ei t11lr they cb nt liJ:e 

h i ::-i• or tJ,cy e re 11 !'orr1:i.!' ~ a'!'1u-tu.-~1 ·)rotccti on sorJ.e ty for e~c:i1 ot:.er 

so th . t th<"?y \"Ont , bo j erJ.oun of c .... c:i-t- ether . 7'here .e r cou.-~lc ·of 

~m eritor ' s. 



if :--he "'Ot n d " t you tJ, en s.1 e ' d .:;et ·-ru c Lnned. I h~ vent h ::.d c~ dc-i:ie 
• ' for so lon.~· I '.70lJJ.c'1n t ! no,;,- 110 ,, to c·~ :i.f ~~on -: '!J.e u:p lero non . 

.n 
e·llv , 

I 1--i• vent h'd one since I \m s : 1ith you. I :-1ct nutL II<mna :::ccorr-ic1:s 

c1 • w J tor yestcrd".y nc1 she isnt co br d , bvt on t}1 tJ other h· nd nothiri-e 

You he vent SJ id nucr_ cbout yolT _ tri!) ·to C...,lifornic. l ctcly or 

to . tl1'nt c , .i:oronto, and other :points north sout'· ec:s t ,"v TTePt ::nd I 'r: 

nonderinc if yon ' r e coing. 

Time of: to re.a a lit le proof . 

I ' i'1 so t i red I think I ' 11 r o ho:;1c no\7 , 

I ots of love to you , n0- tJ nnkr fJ o I ucr for the 

picture, 

~ 

------
,, 
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The Glorious Fourth 

Jean , dearest-- -

Today i s the f our th of July but I havent bought 

' my f irecrackers ye t; in fact I haven t even gone on a p i cnic . 

I sl ept t ill af t er n i ne t h is mo rning a nd h ad to be at vo r k a t 

10 : 15 . Maybe I t ol d you before t ha t we were b rca dcasting over 

KFLV, the Hepubl i c sta t i on, inste a d of printing a p aper today . 

He each had to wor k about three hour s a t va rious times . It is 

about 4 o ' clock now and I just cafile ba ck t o the office . Paul 

i s worki ng no w a nd I wi ll go out t o eat with hifl after he gets 

t h r ough . I a~~uite e lated t o see that the ~~rtlinals won t he ir 

morning game, 15 to 4 , to day , a nd ho:ne they do the same this 

after noon. And t o t hink that aibx t he Cubs could do was s pl~ t 

even in a twi n bill ••• 

Si nce receivi ng y our letter yes t erday I have rea d i t over 
. . 

three times and all day I ' ve b ee n t hi nking of what a good tima 

we could have i f you we r e up he r e. And I t h ink j t would be just 

wond-erful if y ou woul d go to Lli n neapol is because you would 

proba bl y go up on the Chicago a n:l Northwestern railroad or else 

th e Chic ugo , Jjilwaukee , and St . Paul tha t goes throggh here. 

I f you do go up , p lea se s top here a whi le cause I ' m cr a zy to see 

you. 

I al s o t h ink 1 t would be a dandy i dea i ~ y£'ur mother could · 
--- .. I 

-o-rh~g you up s ome 'tnne . I f you ever know ahead·· of tiI09 t hat you 

can c ome , I ' 1 l e t you know what Saturday I ca n get of f at 5 

o ' c l ock. Wouldn ' t it be grea t i f we co uld be together a Sat ur day 

night and been t h ink i ng a l o t of what we would 

do if you we~ here --maybe i t ' s a l l dream ca s t l es, but I hope not . 

t 
The folks ·s a id theY. sen t up your picture -.~·e dne s day but I 

didnt get i t yesterday ro I s ur e l y ou ght to t omorrow. They ' ve 

be en so sl,ow a bout sending i t up t ha t i t 1.ooks as t hough I never 
' 

woul d get to l ook upon the newest dep iction of your b r i Ght' an d 

sh i ny c ountenance . And I 'll be l ooki ng f o r war d t o t hose snapshots 

t o o-- if you s t ill want to send them. 

This office is ri ght on the e dge of t he Rock river tha t 



runs through-;"t e .mi dd le o f Rockfo r d , and I am s itt ing r ight by 
- .... ;: ·-.,/ 

-- ----..-:1· -~l: . -

the window oTe 1rlooking it. Every once in a while a motorb oa t 

c ones throU$h 'the wa ter . I wa s just thinking it w:iuld be nice i f 

we could a ive a lit : le gondola and pa r a de up and cbwn the riv er 

I 
in thatJ 

Ye s terday I had t o take the Re public' s For d and go out t o a 

f a cto r y on t h _e dge of t own for a story. And the city editor went 

al on g with me and had me drive a round t o his bootle g j o i n t 

s o he could gt t a dr ink while I was gobe . I b r ought h i ri. back 

when I returne d but he was n 't part i cula r l y i n tox i ca t ed. ·.lhile I 

di dn 't even get a drink when :;: go t h i m. The Hepub l i c h as a l it t l e 

gr een c )Upe t li 1 t is co::monly known a s The Gr een Fl ash. I t i s 

named after en e of our l a t e a f t er noon s canda 1 ed i t ions p r inted 

on gr e e n pa_pet ·wh i ch is the orig ina l Lir een Fl a sh. Our f irst . 

ed it l on goes ·,o p re sf a t 1 :30 in the aft erno 'ln an d i s printed 

then so a s t o ca t ch the tra ins t o outly ing t ovms . The ma i n or 

' 
home edit i on dea dl i ne is 2 : 30 and is s ent to Rockfor d s ub s c r ibers . 

Then a t 3 : 30 a ad 4: 30 we ha ve two gree n e di t ions t hat have 

:-iostly crime a:i.d s ports news o n the front pa ge . The y ar e p r i nted 

mai nly for street s ales here in town with big he adl i n es to 

attract a tten t ion. 

rfh i l e I WE) S w:>rking t !i. is m0r n ing I wa s surpri s e d to -s ee a 

s tory on Bobby J one s f r r,m t he Int er n a t~onal News s erv i c e wri t t en 

by Hen r y Ifolde n . I t h as h is name a t t he top and eve r y t h ing-­

ca lled a "by- 1.ine" y 'know. I t hi nk I~ll write t o him an d 

congratul a te h i m on i t . The Republi c ha s t he I nte rnat i orel 
. . 

Hews servi ce----t'.rmt ead of · t l1e ~ ssoc i ated Pres s ---tut i t · s a lmos t a s 

good . It i s fl uite int ere s tin g be caus e th ey go .f or storie s about 

Cl a r a Bow and such a s tha t . 

l.1olden is i n the Chi cago o f f ice and th e other da y we sent 

a message to h i m ov er t he wire s a y i n g tha t a ll <hf us v,ere here . 

Ha ve you ever f ound ou t whether he really wa s engi ged t o 

Bertha Enger? 

Do you know wha t I ' d like t o do s anetime? I ' d like to s end 



you a lette ,rin ted i n type on a linotype machine s i it would 

look like a• )wspa per . I doubt if it can be d ·)ne here cause 

I don't knc JiGhe linotT ie o oerator s well enough, but I could if 

I wa s at the 1llini. One of the boys a t the I l lin i was going to 

do it fo1r me ne time, but I never got around to wri ting tbe 

let t er at the ri ght time and that was over · a year ago . 

I wish I wa s i n Champaign with you right now with no thing 

to worry abou up here, and maybe we could go up to Robeson ' s 

r ·)of ga rden a1)ld slide ar.ound a while on t he gl a ssy flo or. I ' d 
i 

also lil': e t o ~ee the boy s a t t he I llini and play bridge a t 

Fel dkamp ' s aga in. It ' s really not s uch a bad town if y ou don ' ,t 

have to worry about studying •••. I mean not studying. I never 

di d te l l t h e folks what terri ble gr ades I got t he last s c:1este r , 

but a ll they were interested in was whe ther I g r aduated s o it 

was a ll ri ght with me . 

You must be having a wonderful time there with a lot of 

school tea chers a nd p1~inci pa ls around t own, to S L Y nothing of 

a c oup le of ~ 1dred Ca tho lie s i s ters . Ita've they raided any 

fra ternity hou l es yet or kicked anybody out of school . It must 

be pretty dead around there if the y h aven ' t . 

Paul and k had dinner wi th J ack Adams the o ther ni ght and 

Phil Hedeker wrote to him s ay i ng tha t the Psi U house was under 
I • 

su sp i c ion and a s b e i ng wa tched clo sely by the deon' s men . I gues s . 
t hey ' re nakingl beer in the bath tub like they d id l as t summer . 

I woul d ! ma r.s i ne the Si G 'i house Ynt: l d be c losed if any were ca use 

with .L\1 rry Hie hn a n, nosy Rosenthal, and Bill Spivey staying t here, 

it's no te llir g what vmuld happem. 

This pape r 

I ' d better si g f 

t omorrow . 

seems t o be getti ng short on one end so possibly 

of f t ill next time . l hope this ge ts t o Urba na 

Lo t s of l ove end a big , l ong kiss , ~ , 



,. . . 
J 



Rockford , Ill. 

Thur sday ni ght . 

Dearest J e an- -

Here I a "Tl sti _l l u p in nockford ar c I suppose you 

will be a t h o~e i r Gh a~pai f.n ~ nday . I just started work today 

because 
I had El i nor scar u p he r e and had to take it back to 

Blo oming t on juesday night . lhen 1 ca~e back here yesterday ~or n J ~e 

a nd loafed a r ound in the afterno~n . 1his i s a dandy town axcept 

that 65 per· cent of the popul atio r. i s .::>wedes or 1 orwegi ans. You 

see them r unni ng ar ound them everywhere, i n fac t i t is i mpos s i ble t o 

avoi d t hem. 

Af t er onl y a day ' s work l like my job ve r y we l l . I am 

on the ci ty s taff and nobody know s just what my work will be 

a f te r v·e get sett l ed , bu t it' l l e ither b e re port ing: new s about t he 

c i ty or writing heads i n t he of f i ce . There are t wo or thre e new men 

i n t he offi ce now and t hey havent p.: ot us or·ganized just yet. 

Anyw ay I' m he r e and ~lad of it . By the time school starts i n the 

f all , I may h ave a chance to get on the sports s t a f f -- a t leas t 

tha t i s my ambit i on . You know , Dixi e S,1i th , t he SAE f r o:n sichool , 

appl ied for a job on the sports staff just tvo days before I d i d 

and conse quent·1:o got it . So I hope t-o tske hi s pl ace when he star t s 

to schoo l or before i f he gets canndd--ana t hat i snt unli kely . .. 
The Rockfo r a ne 2uolic h as j ust moved into a new building 

and it is the :nost mode rn thi ng i n newspaper offi ces in eve r y way . 

Al s o i t h as a :noder nistic t ouch which makes it ve ry beauti fu l. 

My b os s i s the c i t y e d i tor a nd he i s a re a l nice guy-- the k i nd most 

c ity e ditor s are n ' t . 'l hey say he has to go up and have a beer ev ery 

evening afte r wor k , but he ' s a l 1 r i fht when a round th e offi c e and 



that ' s all I care about . Al l of t he re porters on t he sta ff have to 

t ake turns acting a s gu i des for the crowd s t.b.at co:ne to look ove r our 
II 

new building at our '' open house thi s week. My t ur n was tonigh t and 

about 3 , 000 ca:ne through . I got so t i red of tel l ing peop l e the sa:ne 

thing t hat be t I s ay i t -i n :ny sleep tonight. 

~~ st~yin~ with Bob J acobs, a l he t a Alpha f ro:n school, be cause 

Courtney ha s on l y a sin~l e bed i n h i s ro o:n . f e t hree and anothe r 

:nan fro~ t he pape r expect to ge t an apart:nent soon but haven ' t 

don~ ~uch about it so fa r . You CF.n continue sending ~y :nail t o 

618 N. Na i n until I tel l you diffe rently . 

It' s been an awfully long ti~e since I hea r d fro~ you --probaQl y 

not ycur· fauly, but y ou se (.. I l e ft ho.T.e t1. 0 nd ay a 1 te rno 'Jn and 

the folks havent had ti:ne to forwar o any :na il ye t. Hope to see 

a letter from you forwa rded by to:norrow or ~a turday , howeve r . 

If I coulc hav e wa i ted a week longe r f or thi s job :naybe you 

could have co:ne to St . Louis and we cou l d have seen e ach other . 
I 

But such is li f e, and with no t hing ~~~~ except Sunoay of f , it s 

har d te l l i ng when I ' ll get to se e you now. If you eve r ge t a 

ch ance to co:ne up , pl e a se <d1o. I work fr o:n 7 ~ 30 t o 5 s i x days a we Ak 

butt i ll :ni dni ght eve r y other Sat ur day because we bsve to put out a 

Sunday paper for Sunday :n~rning . ~t i s an a fternoon pape r the other 

day s. 

I hope you had e n ice tri p bo:ne and t ha t afte r you ' r e t he r e 

you ' l l continue t~ write as fa ithfully as you have befor e . Pl e13se 

cont let the cub s ba s eball g a:nes i nter f ere wi th i t~ 

Lots of l o-we , 
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Offl ce •.. monday n i te, 
(or, the n i gh t AFTER ) ••• • ••• 

To t he t e ar es t : i r l i n t he world - - - ' 

Ne edl e s s t o s a y T ' ve been t~ inking 

of y ou a ll day a nd I ·•1 ish I h ad you righ t in my a r ms t h i s mi nu t e . 

It wa s so wonderf ul to s e e you ae a i n , and the memor y of thos e few 

hour s wi l l b e with me for a lo:mg , long ti me . i ver y t h i ~g was per f ect 

t ::::.s ·:rnek en d, at l eas t un t i l a fte r : h ad k i s s ed you goo dby e , a nd you 

can 't i mag i n e how g l ad I a m t hat I t ook t hat " cr azy" no ti on t o CO'.De 

down e nd see you • .t'1 ease , dear , under s t a nd me -- I don ' t .~et so 

r o :Jan t i c very ')~ : en but I just ha ve to t h i s ti me . I l ove y 0u so :nuch 

t r.a t I c ould j us t crus}J y ou in TIY a r ms , b,1 t the s a d ,;iar t o f it is 

t ha t t r.ere is nothi ng h er e to c r u sh ! Si nce le av i ng yJ u l ast nig h t 

I hav e t hought o f everyt hing you said and d i d - -everyth i ng my poor 

rne 1ory w,)u l d l e t r1e-- and I :1av e been t h i nk i ng e spe c i al l y of 

Sa t ;,1r du;:r n i 0;h t fr or.i -1 :--:30 t o 3 , and of our l as t half ~ :,11r to~eth er 

i n t he sta t i on . _:ve r y mi nute ·11ith yuu was ·11onderful , a nd e ven t h ouf;h 

:!'Ian 

a ne w~~:p aper i -: suppos ed t o b e a ble t o wr i t e , I can ' t tell you how -nu ch 

I en j oyed it a l l . 
I 

I ha ven t b e 0 n very ambi t i ou s . toda y , bu t ma n age d to st agg e r 

thr ough all r i ght . I t' s a good thing 1 didn ' t !la ve t o do a whol e 

l o t of work today or I ~i ght h ave heen even too t i r e d t o write . 

• 

You shoul d h av e hac. a chan ce tola h e ar al ! the r emarks hurle d a t me 

t oda•y dovm her " -- su ch a s , " Ho •1 wa s t he babe" or 11 Ar e yo u still 

s ingle ?"' and so for t h and so on . I t ell you , i t ' s a gr eat l ife . 

'tlhen I go t to vhica go l a s t n i 6h,t I wen t up t o t he a pa r t ne n t 

wh ere :!a r t :iraher a nd :Earr y 1'eil live , but :.iar t "//a s out on a da te 

and d i dn ' t s e t ba ck un t il a :f t e r I h a d t o go. I sa .•1 Har r y t hou gh and 

we exc h ant:; ed " d i rt"
1
f J r ~u ite a ·.•1h ile . The t r ain was abou t a n h our 

l ate at Chi cago , a n~ t h ey d i dn - t s t ar t f r o:n : r: a ·:r:;,a i gn unti l about 

20 or 30 m: nutes afrter you l e f t . If I h a c. known t ha t --·Nell. • · • . • • . • 

Rockfor d i s t he s a!llb a s eve r today e x c e:p t t hat we 'v e had ano t h Pr 

I 

gang shoo t i n,g: over -/sunda;:r . I t doe sn ' t make quit e a s Joo s a s t or y 



as the o t~1er one , thogh, because nobody was ki l l ed. ;e were 

I 
e;<pectine a nother ou '.!lr e ak toni~h t, s<a b1.:: t so f ar no th ing ha s 

h ap::_:i en Gd • ..,he trouble/is tha t s om e Chicago bootle ~:~ers are t rying to 

t ake trade a ~r y from r e Rockford hoJtleg~ers and the y ron ' t st and 

for it • So '.TlUch f or t l e bo:::, tl eggin --; situa tion . 

I hav en ' t : 11rittrn to my f olks ye t , so I guess I ' ll do t hat after 

I 

, I fin i sh t h is l e t t er . lThey don I t ·.vri t e t o me a ny too often either so 

t h ey ·.vo n ' t r.av E- any c,h1e~ack . I think Ka therin e is c o--1.Jiln ;,- u p t o 

v isit 3linor t;:is wee1, an d t h ey sa id t hey mi<-;ht co"'!e out here 

Sunday . I hope t h ey d~ a nd that 1: . brin~s a car .. , i th he r . 

After thinkin{; 6v er yester day I've decid.e d t hat I must have 

had an awful cap&.ci t ;,r to eat so much in a short time. Pe r ha)s I 

should b e ashamed :::, f myse l f , but I just couldn ' t re~use. Your '.TlOther 

i s a won derful cook , - arid you can tell he r s o for me . 

I 'll be looking for a le:ter f'ro~ you tomorrow , dear , and I 
I . • 

know I won __ t be dis a ppoint ed . I ' '!l a f ra i d 11aybe I :n writ ;_ng this too 

late t o 0 e ~ i t t o you t :::>~orrow, so I '.Tlay s enu it s pecial if I c an 

g et a star.ip a nywhere . 

:~ l ov t t o you , deares t , with a big , long kiss , · 
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RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLI S HER BARNEY THOMPS ON EDITOR 

ROCl{.FORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
I LLIN 015 

Fri day . . . 

fl earest .Tean- --, 
T 

Its 4 : JO no\7 and I ' r.1 all thr .. mgh wrr ting my r adio 

speec: a d everyi:,Ling und am 1 :ai t i ng for Courtney to get ·tluough 

' v: i th hi s wo rk. '..1. here haan t bs, n much doi .£3 here today except that 

-~1.e .9aper came out as usual, and that I hud to wri te trro feature s 

for thi s Sunday ' s pa_?er . ... :1ey are all d one now, i;hanlc goodness , . and 

I can 1·es t easily t ill nex-t neek . 

I was over joyeC to get a le uter from you three days 

strai ght this week, so I can hard.iy h o_Je· to have another when I ge t 

ho e tonight . I had a lot te.1' fror1 the fol ks yesterday ·too .nd they 

sa i d they ·trnuld :9robably dri ve U ) here to see . .1e ~1.ug. 30 or 31. 

So -:;1i th •'-atherine c:oming over 0unday I ,1ill get to see some of 

my family 2 Sundays i n a r o ~. 

I t looks as though Fl aggin' ' Em i s going to be 

r e vived :Jefore lons 'Jecause today I talked 1·li th the ci t y edi tor a nd 

he t; en ta lked to the manag·ng edi tor and they decided I should wri t e 

my co lumn for the sports )age Sunday, and wri te i t ever y week at f i rs t 

and then every other day or so l a ter on . I J.IU sure glad to get to 

do it aga in . "'U though I ' m not on the S)orts staff ye t, I may be in 

a few weeks , and I 'm sure I will get to hel p out a lo t on spor ts 

dur .:.ng the f ootb all sea son . I f" I don ' t put a ll my t i me on sports 

i t ' 11 be because they ure to o t i cht to h i re sor1ebody e l se i n the 

p lace I ha ve no w. :i: d on ' t have any i dea ,.:hat I u ill put i n my colurnn 

for Sunday, but then , o;.e never does t ill he s its dorm to the 

typewriter and writes i t . 

"A Great Newspaper Growing Greater" 



RUTH HANNA McCORMICK I PUBLIIHEA BARNEY T HOMPION EDITOR 

ROCI~FORD DAILY REPUBLIC • 

ROCKFORD 
ILLINOIS 

You surryri sed me the other day by tell i ng me you were ~ming i n 

for heavy reading now, an - I s up 1ose you will be a regular li ter ati 

before long . 'lhen , and no~ until then , you can be a star i n one of 

Bruce \ eirick ' s classes ! 

As t o y ...., ur goi ng to .1..1innesota to school , I thiri.c it vmuld be 

a good i dea because I thi n~c i t does everybody a l ot of good t o 

get a way from home. I wouldn ' t go to coll ege in my home town on a 
l 

bet and I think i t s mo re of a hand i cap than anyt:.ing else to ,... 

be a t home while you a t ten d i i.g school the l as t few years. But I 

realize that there i s a l so another s i de to the r uestion , and one 

of the biggest drawbacks in my mii:d is t hat I might not ge t iD 

see y ou quite as often . r1·0 tel 1 you the t ruth, I think a person gets 
a 

a broder e ducati on of ·i,he ;;mys and means of the world by g ...., i ng away 
t 

to 1s chool. qBut t hen , of course , you wouldn t know many eople up 
n 

there , an d you might no t l D:e the gi rls i.1 your chap ter . -~Je l l , don't 

le i, me infl 1ence you t oo much ..•. Do as you like and i i wi ll be 

y 
O. !C. wi th me . es , I gues s it woul d :.ave to be . 

Goodb ye dearest , t ~ll next time . 

Love , 

"A Great Newspaper Growing Greater" 
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RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISH ER BARNEY T HOMPSON E DI T OR 

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
ILLI N OIS 

1: 40 o..r:i . ...,und~.y. 

I 

It ::..s __ t ~u tE ti: c to uO 110_._e ycc , ~o ~- t _ JU&½.t :: 1 d 

\/rite a li•i:;..,le __ ote . .. _e hs.d quite bit of excite ~nt Lc r e 

to go ou-:; to \.hen, tL v ..... ccide: ... t ~ . .;1s , .... :.1 1:us getting· 2.1 the 

dope , helpL![; t _:cu 1-cturc.. .... , _nd ' .. -:cit G _bout it "' 1 1 cv E.nL_g 

t 

a .. d uith e. lot c:Jl' other ..,tmff to -.o , .iu1. t f;Ct to 1vo.t u. .. til 

10 o ' clJcL .:.nst ead o _ u . -~.\.,:..'• /t,8 om., ! .1._ k illeu ~:.ci. l:: i d .ho 

uill p:.•0b uly 1...ie . If' he ' s G.JL_., to die : hope Le '.ic . ....., of_ before 

the t i 1 e . 

_., i u you ev r l~o ;uy by t _ o ·.:.u:- c of : 1:,.kcc ' '39 frou 

...: thongl:t _,robe... bly you !:n• ~! hi: . 

I recL.1vsu yvi.J.r letter tou.y ... :..c it tlrr·i llcu. .::_c V1;;;ry 

rer::.e1.ber ?1er , ... !1d 

!lE;VC_' ~llOllJ.!).t bOUli -...0.t.:.:1.; ::icr . 

tol:ic;h t;, f.LO. h...d ju.;t f ..:.n::.~huL .:.t ·.,Le_ th ... t 
I 

'To .I th.,t i•t s ,ee~ ub .. i..,~1ec.. 
' 

I f' ·- al _•e .... d • 

of ho.1 rotten it is . 
"A Great Newspaper Growing Greater" 
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RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PU8l16HEA BARNEY T HOMPION EDITOR 

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
ILL I NOIS 

romJ ,t~ a __ d is co L 4; to Chic~ 0 0 to. o _•.,:o. to cee _.:.,c, o shou ·ch . t' ..., 

on the ...,tuee thE;re . _ _..e i s goL.g to vt ..... y ,. ith Jurgcy , t h e ·cough­

lookL: , guy you _ et u.) by th c o _d Y-- o:1cc . 

So uith hil g o~:e , : don 't lGlO., \hetLCl' I wil1 be up in 

You 1.ight be _;,.t c:'t..[,ted in :::no-.in6 th...t .ucly V~llee TI.:i s 

i n to'l'111 1 st _ icht ....... ld. t!:_;_d . ;:. r ::ing on his nay to soLewher c . 

I was sc:.i t u.p to the rou st to i nter v icTI hin t 8 : 30 th::. s r...or nL.g . 

I C t1:.0d hi.:; ran gor i n hi:., TOOL 1_11.d he tri6J. to tell LC th-t 

-~udy r11.1s ouc of t1..Y.m f or .:. f c\' hours . ~ut h uvL1g __ cur d th ... t o::ic 

S0!__B\1ll6rE- before , : hung r olLd t'e lob·/ \.ith the ,.JLoto._,:i.·c._,1:E,r 

·.mit::.2:..(, for Rudy to 1..>et out oi' bed . lhc_. t~_e .1. c,;:,istt;r- G ... zette 

on t 1.,_0 door, but .11 : ... e c ould C<:J.Y ·:.c.. s ' 1 ,101. t .,-uu l et l. .;·uy get; 

a little ;:,:._0 1..:;p . n ~"le )Ot,1:dcd on .., ·_c 6.00r ui te 

suid ... f t11erc \kS : uci_ ,01·c po __ d.:. ..L tii.vr·~ .ould be .. COU!)lc of 

fists c,. e out of .,che dOJr . :fur , h r . F.'..nu.lly He g vc up a~1d 

dec ided to ~,a: hi in our s·~or.:.cs . 11e .. I :;ot 1 .c': 'c') • h'- ..)ffice I 

fou .... u th ·t .. e i:::·l 01._ tho .. rncicty ::;t.. ff h c. callee.. Rudy e.1-d :...c 

didn.,c like bci e .:.n·Lcr\·i etiea. by i.:e:::_ ! So chc 1.1e __ up ncl _;oc 

story a:.d c-:re __ c:. iL s ht :1::.uposed to hc_r . 

• .. ith th t , : thin:: I ,_; _11 r un hoLe .:_d Gr .. "".c 3lcep . 
~OtJ 0~ lvV<.. , deurie , C'\NW'-

"A Great Newspaper Growing Greater" '0-
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RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISHER BARNEY T HOMPSON- EDITOR 

ROCI~FORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
ILLINOIS 

Office Monday night 

Jean, dearest---

While I'm waiting to go up to Rockford high school 

I might a s well use my time the best way ppssible, and there's 

nothing better than writing to you. I have to cover a board of 

education meeting tonight because Bob Jacobs is on his vacation. 

Here's hoping it doesn't last long or I will be bored to death. 

I suppose you are having a good time with Lois 

these days. Although I've never met her, tell her hello for me 

and give her my love and all tha t dontcha know. 

Katherine was here yesterday and she brought me 

a picture for the apartment and washed all the dishes and swept the 

kitchen and everything, so t he place looks civilized again. V!e 

don't have tine to clean it up in the mor n i ngs and are too lazy 

at night, so there just isn't much done about it. I am to have 

some more company this week when the folks come. Also Courtney 

got back this morni ng and said Jurgey was coming over next 

weekend too , so I don't know what I'll do with all the company. 

I also learned over the weekend that my brother and his wite had 

moved to Hannibal, t.1o. to putnup another bridge. 

I'm wondering whether you are going to get to 

come up and seetran Campbell before school starts. Dixon is only 

42 miles from here and if you got that f ar there surely must be 

some way t o get to Rockford from there. I do hope you can get up 

either before s chool starts or s oon aft erwards because, strange 

as it may seem, I want to see you again. 
"A Great Newspaper Growing Greater" 



RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISHER BARNEY THOMPION E DI TOR 

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
ILLINOIS 

There is a big f ar m picnic, called the Trask bridge picnic 

up here Wednesday and I guess I'll have to cover it. They have 

about 25,000 attend it every year from all ,over no.rthern Illinois 

and southern Wisconsin. I've been writing the publicity for it so 

f ar and had a feature on it Sunday. 

Yes, I guess I'll send you s ome of m:y columns some time when 

I think of it, but they aren 't worth a whoop. 

It's about time to run over to the high school so bye bye till 

·next time. 

Lots of love, 

" 

"A. Great Newspaper Crowing Greater" 
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RUTH H ANNA Mc co;uucK, PUBLISHI R CURTIS A. HODOE8 1 BU81NE88 MANAGER IARNIY THOMPION, IDITOR 

ROCI~FORD DAILY REPUBLIC 

ROCKFORD 
ILLINOIS 

nea rest--

I 1m kinda wea ry tonight because I 1V ·3 be.?n tran: .ing a round a t a crazy 

picnic a ll di..y--tha.t r a.sk bridge picnic you know whers 25,000 people come ev_ery 
T 

year . I t wae the bic~est bor e1 a nd I had to ait and listen to a congresarran 

spaa kJ and thay 11.":i eyen \'Torse than members of the state l egi sla ture. He t a lked 

for an hour a nd didnt s~y anythinG exce t that this was a pr etty good count ry we 

ware in a nd that tte should support the Republi ca n party. rt s eems like I ' ve heard 

speeches like t hat s omer1here before. Well, the only thing that happened al l 

da.y r,a s t hat some Swedish wonan ~:as hit i n t ::ne jaw by a ba t ted ball at the ball 

ga me a nd I phcmed t ha t in for the l ast editi.,m. Ff-d to use an old country telephone 

wl'e re you turn a cra nk to get centra.l - - like we have at M"ro ., by t he way. 

I never saw so r.aany f armers in one grou before in my life., and dont want t o again 

for quite a while . The ?.omen ware all goeaipping and t he ial thre\r horseshoes and 

pl~yed ball etc eta . •. 

So you think I 1m a hard- hearted gent. Well, you havent hear d anything yet 

but I g'te ss I wont tell you a ny more or I might get bawled out worse than last 

time l I d.idnt know I was so hard on the eo1)le in t he auto a ccident but perhaps you 

\7ere right,. But remember , you a lwa ys were more sentiment al than f ·,1a.s . 

The folks wrot~ y.asterday and said they 'ilould be u eat1.irday so I guess 

maybe I 1ll get the apartment cl~a ned agai n (not before they come ) . Jurgey is 

comi ng ovsr saturday morning and will ,robably go back E0nday l"lorni .g . 

I think ! 111 go home and go to bed, dearest . I'm not ver y ambitious 

tonighto 

&~-
Greatest Newspaper in Northern Illinois 

Love to you., 
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