Subject/Background Info re: the J. Flagg Correspondence Collection, RPL Archives

The letters from the J. Flagg Correspondence Collection were written by
James S. (Jim) Flagg in the summer of 1930. They are addressed to Jean
Smith, an eighteen-year-old incoming student at the University of lllinois
(Urbana-Champaign) from which Flagg had graduated that spring.

While at Ul, Flagg had been on the staff of the student newspaper, The
lllini, which no doubt reinforced his interest in a newspaper job. In late June
1930, Flagg was hired as a reporter for the Rockford Daily Republic.

Each of these letters contains at least brief references to the city of
Rockford, lllinois and/or the Republic.

e The physical items in this collection are kept in the Historical Section
of The Rockford Public Library (RPL) Archives, 215 N. Wyman Street,
Rockford, lllinois 61101.
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If you want for yourself the lovely
long, sweeping eyelashes that you
admire on your favorite movie star,
or some good looking friend of yours,
heie are some hints that may be of
use to you,

Lashes do improve, in most cases,
by being clipped back a little. So if

You Can Make Your Lashes Look
Thick and Long

you are willing to go for a month or
two with shortened lashes, you can
trim them yourself. Use curve blade
manicure scissors, with the points
turned out away from the eyes, bend |
close to your mirror in a good light,
and gently clip off only the very tips
of the hairs. As these are usually
too fine to have much color in them,
you won't look so very different.

Rub them every night with castor

oil. This is a very good tonic and it

darkens the hair a bit too, which is
an advantage. Eyebrows can be
treated with hair tonic, but I never
advise using anything on the lashes
except this oil, which of course can-
not hurt the eyes. Some people ad-
vise vaseline—it is useless for mak-
ing the lashes grow; it is a mineral
oil, Vegetable oils—olive or castor
—will do good.

- You can make the iashes look
thicker by putting vaseline on them
or by rubbing them with brilliantine
or oil, the very last thing, after you
have powdered your ﬁltce. This gives
them extra gloss, removes the pow-|
der and seems to make them darker
—just for the time. You can use a
mascara at night, for special effects,
if you are clever enough to know
how to put it on, which most people
are not.

As for the long lashes of your fa-
vorite sereen star; some of the length
may be clever make-up, most prob-
ably is, in fact. But{‘never mind, you
can do a little towards making vour
lashes long, and that little counts as
a lot in improving your looks.
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eorest Jesn——-

Thought I'd start a letler to you while I wes dowm

here getting ready to go home. It's only 11:15-and will get to lecve

‘ prethy soon. I-hod to work sgraight through todey sinmce 7:30 in

E the mornmg mtl* the exception of a 1i btlc tin 1é off .for meals. We

cot out our reguler editions this afternoon and since then have been

1

putting out tomorrov s Sunde Y pe.‘ser. There aint no rest fer the wicked.

o |

L 5 S g e e I was ccr'balnly al*d fo et %o &e‘btérs from you in

one dagr vesterday. I got 'l:he ono the I‘oll\.., forwarded un& ‘1}}“10.'-'01’16-'3"(511

sent fedncsd‘y I -believe. -Tegn, you Te 8 pe“ch 3?01: sendlrrg m unother

plcture. I havent seen Ak ye‘b but I k:eow T ll llke it. ”he I‘olks

sent a leti;er saylng _that there Was a photo at homeé for me i‘xom A

dldn'b come toddv I"m:gmlng 'bo v'rltc 'bo thetm and- bawl thcn ou’s. 1 h ven'l: ¢
e héd-\’a ch'nce ‘Go go hone yom todcv to see if T ~ot anj nall.
‘ » T've wrltten colu_rms "nd columnu todav T bet, Saa,
: '_willr,be read'f,r 1_;9 gor"'bo bed *.vp_en[I get h‘ome_. Two.0 ,+}B bovs o

‘were thinking beut"geﬁin.q an epartment with us have chonged. thedr’

;_1

‘minds now. s'o,I may 'r-e*b room wi ith 001 rtney.’ He doesnt kike the one
£ ! z = 3 e oy = 5 5

“he has now, : g s '
e  Hope. yorur dud has something to co me up tllls fay for soon
S0 you can come Wwith hin, I 'hhou{l abou’t you 1”’101‘6 thk n ever veuterd"v

after I got your :I.ei;‘_cers.

"

- You.should hear the neonle talk uboub Dixie Smith uy

here. "T‘he latest done is thrt_he haa asked every gi'clrin the of‘fice

© for @.dc te. and none of them will give him enss 'Eiﬁhpr they @ nt 1ile
B o him or ’bﬂev are a1l form_:vr. a'mutual-protection "“sbg} .ety for each other
e S0 ‘Lh t tley: wont, be ‘}e"iLoun, of ‘each other, "‘herp w?é g~ counle of

o= ____—-——'

[ SR fairly goqg_;gokln@-ra‘m@?ﬁarc but - the t;c st ione lﬂ }'hﬁ edl‘tOI' g4
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The Associated Press.
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. MinotsUnion Bollding
- CROERGE BILAOE

618 N.Main,
Rookford, Ill.

MISS JEAN SMITH,
5 SO2¢INDIANA AVE.$

URBANA, ILLINOIS




The Glorious TFourth

Jean, dearest---

| Today is the fourth of July but I havent bought
my firecrackers yet; in fact T haven't even gone on a picﬁio.
I slept till after nine this morning and had to be at wrk at
1LOHIL5) Maybe'l told you before that we were broa decasting over
KFLV, the Republic station, instead of printing a paper today.
We each had to work about three hours at various times. It is
about 4 o'clock now and I just came back to the of fice. Paul
is working now and I will go out to eat with him after he gets
through. I am<guite elated to see that the,darﬂinals won their
morning game, ;5 to 4, today, and hope they do the same this
afternoon. And to think that ahl the Cubs could do was split
even in a twin bill...

Since feceiving your letter yesterday I have read 1t over
three t imes énd all day I've been thinking of what a gdod time
we could have if you were up here. And I think it would be just
wonderful if you would go %o llinneapolis because you would
probably go up on the Chicago and Northwestern railroad or else
the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul that goes throggh here.

If you do go up, please stop here a while cause I'm crazy to see
you.

I also tbink it Would be a dandy idea if veur mother could -
—ur;ng"§5£"ﬁp some vIme. I you ever know ahead of time that you
can come, I'll let you know what Saturday I can get off at 5
o‘cloék. Wouldn't it be great if we could be together a Saturday
night and Sunday too? I've been thinking a lot of what we would
do if you wers here--maybe it's all dreaﬁ castles, but I hope not.

The folksfsaid they sent up your picture Wednesday but I
didnt get it yesterday so I surely ought'to tomorrow. They've
been so slow about sending it up that it looks as though I never
would get to look upon the newest depiction of your bri ght and
shiny counfenance. And I'1l be looking forward to those snapshots
too-- 1if you still want to send them. '

This office is right on the edge of the Rook river that



runs thn:ugh +Ae middle of Rockford, and I an sitting right by
the wzgao;_;;ﬁ;iooklng it. Every once in a whlle a motorboat G
oomes'throuﬁl'the water. I was just thinking it would be nice if
we could hive a little gondola and parade up'and dwn the river

~

in thatl \
Yesterﬁay'!l had to take the Republic's Ford end go out to a

factory on the edgeof town for a story. And the city editor went

along with me and had me drive around to his bootleg joint

S0 ho could ggt a drink while I was gohe. I brought him back

when I returned but he wasn't particularly intoxicated. While I

didn't even get a drink when I got him. fhe Republic has a little

green coupe thit is commonly known as The Green Flash. 1t is

named after ene of our late afternoon scandal editions printed

on green papetr.which is the original Upeen Tlash. Our first

edition goes 10 press at 1:30 in the afternoon and is printed

then so as to catch the trains to outlying towns. The main or

home edition deadline is 2:30 and 1s sent to Rockford subscriberse

Then at %:30 aad 4:30 we have two green editions that have

mostly crime gad sports news on the front pagé. They are printed

mainly for street sales here 1in town with big headlines

at tract attention.

While L was working this morning I was surprised to-see a
story on Bobby Jones from the Internatéonal News service written
by Henry Molden; It has his name at the top and everything--
called a "by-line" y'know. I think I811 write to him and ;
congratulate him on it. The Republic has the Internatiom1l
News service imdtead of the Lissociated Press but if:s almost as
good. It is cuite interesting because they go for stories about
Clara Bow and such as that.

lMolden is in the Chicago office and the other day we sent
a message to him over the wire saying that all af us were here.
Mave you ever found out whether he really was ens ged to .
Bertha Inger? |

Do vou know what I'd like to do sometime? I'd like to send



you a lette rinted in type on a linotype machine so i% would

look like & jwspaper. I doub?® it g ian can be done here cause
I don't knc “*he linotype operators well enough, but I could if
I was at the “[nini. One of the boys at the Illini was going to

ne time, but I never got around to writing the

do it for me
letter at the right time and that was over a year ago.

I wish I|was in Champaign with you right now with nothing
to worry about up here, and maybe we could go up to Robeson's
roof garden and slide around a while on the glassy floor. Tiva
also like to %ee the boys at the Illini and play bridge at
Feldkamp's again. It's really not such a bad town if you don '+t
have to worry.about studyiné.... I mean not studying. I never
did tell the folks what terrible grades I got the last semester,
but all they were interested in was whether I graduated so it
was all right with me. ;

You must be having a wonderful time there with a lot of
school teachers and principals around town, to s&y nothing of
a couple of_ggndred Catholic sisters. Have they raided any
fraternity hbu'es yet or kicked anybody out of school. It must
be pretty dead| around there if they haven't.

Paul and I hed dinner with Jack Adams the other night and
Phil "edeker wrote to him saying that the Psi U house was under
suspicion and was being watched closely by the dean's men. I guess
they 're naking}beer in the bathtub like they did last summer.
I would Imagine the Sig i house would be closed if any were cause
with “arry Richman, Rosy Rosenthal, and Bill Spivey staying there,
it's .no tellir g what.would happen.

This paper seems to be getting short on one end so possibly

T'd better sign off till next time. 1 hope this gets to Urbana

tomorrow. Lots of love and a big, long kiss, QQAAAAH
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Reckferd, Ill.
Thursday night.
Dearest Jean--
“ere I am still up in “ockford and I suppose you
will be at home in Champaign “unday. I just started work teday
because + had Elinor's car up here and had to take it back to
Bloomington Fuesday night. Then 1 came back here yesterday morning
and loafed around in the afternoon. i‘his &s a dandy Lown.axcept
that 65 per cent of the population is “wedes or Yorwegians. You
see them running around them everywhere, in fact it is impossible to
avold them.
After only = day's work L kike my job very well. I am
on the city staff and nobody-knows just what my work will be
after we get settled, but it'll either be reporting news about the
city or.writing heads in the office. There are two or three new men
in the office now and they havent got us organized just yet.
Anyway I'm here and glad of it, By the time school starts in the
fall, I may have a chance to get on the sports staff--at least
that is my embition. You know, Dixie Smith, the SAE from school,
applied for a job on the sports staff just two days before I did
and consequently got it, So I hope to taske his place when he starts
to school or before if he gets canned--and that isnt unlikely.

The Rockford 3epublic has just moved into 2 new building
and it is the most modern thing in newspaper offices in every way.
Also it has a modernistic tcuch which makes it very beautiful.

My boss is the city editor and he is a real nice guy--the kind most

city editors aren't. they say he has to go up and have a beer every

evening after work, but he's all right when around the office and



that's all 1 care gbout. All of the reporters on the staff have to
take turns acting as guldes for the crcwds that come to look over our
new building at our "open house  this week. My turn was tonight and

-

about 3,000 came through. I got so tired of telling people the same
thing that I bet I say it in my sleep tonight.
Am staying with Bob Jacobs, a ‘heta Alpha from school, because

Courtney has only a single bed in his room. We three and another
man from the paper expect to get an apartment scon but heven't
done much about it so far, You can continue sending my mail to
618 N, Main until I tell you differently.

It's been an awfully long time since I heard from you--probably
not your fauly, but you see 1 left hqme Mponday aiternocn and
the folks havent had time to forward any mail yet. Hope to see
a letter from you forwarded by tomeorrow or “aturday, however.

If L could have waited a week longer for this joh meybe you
could have come to St. Louis and we could have seen each other.
But such is 1ife, and with nothing £mem except Sunday off, it s
hard telling when I'll get to see you now. If you ever get a
chance to come up, please de. I work from 7:30 to 5 six days a week
buttill midnight every other Saturday because we hsve to put out a
Sunday paper for Sunday morning. “t is an afternoon paper theother
days.

I hope you had 2 nice trip home and that after vou're there

you'll continue tc write as faithfully as you have before. Please

Gont let the cubs baseball games interfere with itl

" Lots of love,



s B, S 4 ,_
«/ PHE v.w»mm “JTELINI
Ilinois Union Building
CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS
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AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO

 ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC

Q7 EAST STATE ST.

ROCKFORD

ILLINOIS
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/o Prof, W, F. Holdan,

University of Minnesota,

llinneapolis, Minnesota..
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| 0ffice...monday nite,
(o, the night AFTER)eecccss
To' the dearest zirl in the world---
Needless to say T've been t?inking
of you all day and I wish I hed you right in my arms this minute.
It was so wonderful to see you again, and the memory of those few
hours will be with me for a long, long time. Everything was perfect
this weekend, at least until after I had kissed you goodbye, and you
can't imegine how glad I am that I took that “crazy" notion to come -
down and sSee youe. P1ease, dear, understand me--1 don 1 zet so
rosentic very often but I just have to this %ime. I love you so much
that I could just crusk you in my arms, but the sad part of it is
that there is nothing here %o crush! Since leaving you last night
I have thought of everything you said and did--everything my poor
mesory would let me--and I have been thinking especially of -
Safurday night from 130 to 3, and of our last half homr together
in the station. Lvery minute with yau was wonderful, and even though
a newspaggﬁ is supposed to be able to ‘write, I canit tell you how much
T enjoyed it all. :

i havenlt been very ambitious. today, but manasged to stagzer
through all right. It's a good thing L didn't have to do a whole :
lot-0f work today or I night have been even too tired %0 write.

You shoulid have had a chance tok hear al! the remarks hurled at me
todery down here--such as, "mow was the babe"” or "Are you still
single?" and SO eorth and so on. I tell you, it's a great life.

when I got to Chicago last night I went up to the apartnent

where iMart l2her and Harry Yeil live, but lart was out on a date
and didn't sget back untll after I had to go. I saw Harry though and
' we exchanged "ert";fﬁr gquite & while. The train was about an bour
late at Chicago, ang they didn;t start from Champaign until about
20 or 30 minutes after you left. If I hac kﬁown that--welleeccescecs

Rockford is the sa:n| ag ever today except that we've had another

ESRE PRt Over’bundaﬁ- It doesn t make quite as 20& a story



as the other one, thoigh, because nobody was killed. ‘e were
expecting another oulhreak tonigcht, sa but so far nothing has

happened. The troublelis that some Chicago bootlegzers are trying to

take trade awsy from the Rockford bootlegzers and they gon't stand
for it. So much for tie bootlegginz situation.

I haven'%‘writt}n to my folks yet, so I guess I'11 do that after
I finish this letter.lThey don't write to me any too often either so
‘théy won't heve any c%neback. I think Ketherine isrconﬁnq up to
vigit Elinor this wee%, and they said they might come out here
Sunday. I hope they d{ and that K. brings a car with her.

After thinking %ver yesterday I've decided that I must have
had an awful capecit;fto eat so much in a short time. Perhaps I
should be ashamed of fyself, but I just couldn t refuse: Iour mother
is & wonderful cook, and you can tell her so for me.

T'1]1 be looking for a letter from yoﬁ tomorrow, deér, and I
know I won_t be disappointed. I'm afraid meybe I m writing this too
late to get it to you tomorrow, 30O I may send it spéoial if I can

get a stamp anywhere. \ : o

. Iy love to you, dearest, with a big, long kiss,’
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802 Indiana ave, ,

Urbana, Illinois,



RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISHER BARNEY THOMPBON EDITOR

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC

ROCKFORD

ILLINOIS

Friday...

It s 4:30 now and I'm all through writing my radio
speech and everything and am waiting for Courtney to get thmugh
with his work., There haan't been much doing here today except that
the paper came out as usual, and that I had to write two féatures
for this Sunday's paper. They are all done now, thank goodness,. and
I can rest easily till next week,

I was over joyed to get a leiter from you three days
straight this week, so I can hardly hope to have another when I get
-home tonight., I had a letter from the folks yesterday too and they
said they would probably drive up here to see me Aug, 30 or 31.

So with “atherine coming over Sunday I will get to see some of
my family 2 Sundays in a row,

1t looks as though TFlaggin'! 'Em is going toube

and

H

revived before long because today I talked with the city edito
he then talked to the managing editor and they decided I should write
my column for the sports page Sunday, and write it every wéek at first
and then every other day or so later on. I am sure glad to get to

do it again, Although I'm not on the sports staff yet, I may be in

a few weeks, and I'm sure I will get to help out a lot on sports
during the football season, If I don't put all my time on sports

it'1l be because they are too tight %o hire somebody else in the

place I have now, I don't have any idea what I will put in my column
for Sunday, but then, one never does till he sits down to the

typevwriter and writes it,
“4 Great Newspaper Growing Greater”



RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISHER BARNEY THOMPSON EDITOR

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC

ROCKFORD
ILLINOIS

You surprised me the other day by telling me you were gbing in
for heavy reading now, and I suppose you will be a regular literati
before long. Then, and no%t until then, you can be a star in one of
Bruce Weirick's classes!

As to your going to Minnesota to school, I think it would be
a good idea because I think it does everybody a lot of good to
get away from home, I wouldn'?t go to college in my home town on a

;

bet and I think it s more of a handicap than anything else

~

be at home while you attending school the last few years. But I

o+a

(s}

realize that there is also another side to the cuestion, and one

of the biggest drawbacks in my mind is that I might not get 1o

see you quite as often. ‘o tell you the truth, I think a person gets
a

a broder education of the ways and means of the world by gcing away

tonschool.qgBut then, of course, you Wouldn;t know many eople up

there, and you might not like the girls in your chapter, VWell, don'%®

let me influence you %too much.,.. Do as you like and it will be

0. K. with me. Ies, I guess it would have to be.

Goodbye dearest, till next time,

Love,

“A Great Newspaper Growing Greater”
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RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLISHER BARNEY THOMPEON EDITOR

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC

ROCKFORD

ILLINOIS

Degrest:

write a little note. We had quite a bit of excitement here
tonight when there was an auto accident south of town, It happened
at 6 o'clock just when I was going out to esat, and instead I had

to go out to where the accident was, and was getting all the

dope, helping take pictures, and writing about it all

1...]
D
g
*_‘.
a9

3 i * -
and with a lot of other stuff to do, didn t get to eat until

10 o'elock instead of 6. There was one mzn killed and & kid who
will probably die. If he's going to die I hope he kieks off before

2 oleloek so we gan get it in the paper. After caovering the

accident, I ate and laid aroumd the sheriff s office the rest of

Did you ever kmow a guy by the name of Baker '29 from

is from ~tiliman

i -~ - 0. 3.1

alle wherever thaet is. Sinece you are so ford-9f the AKIL's
, .

o1y -y T T TP Y =y ' 3 v
rht probably you knew him,

I received your letter today and it thrilled me very
mueh to know that Leota Miller wanted a date with me. Sure, I
remenber her, and I always thought she was a nice girl, but just

never thought about dating her.

Flagzin Em made its first appearance in The depublic

tonight, and T had just finished it when that accident call came,

Now that it s been published, I'm all ready to receive reports
of how rotten it is.
“A Great Newspaper Growing Greater”
S€Z you




RUTH HANNA McCORMICK, PUBLIEHER - BARNEY THOMPBON EDITOR

ROCKFORD DAILY REPUBLIC
ROCKFORD
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Paul hag contracted the adventuresome habit from his
roommate and is going to Chicago tomorrow to see .some show that's

on the stage there. He is going to stay with Jurgey, the tough-

loeking guy you met up by the old gym once.

So with him gone, I.don't know whether I will be up
> bl

=
=

B

time to receive my sister tomorrow or not. Only time can tell.
You might be interested in knowing that Rudy Vellee was

in.-town last night and this morning on his way to somewhere.

I was sent up to the Faust to interview him at 8:30 this morning.

I called his manager in his proom and he tried to tell me that

Rudy was out of town for & few hours. But having heard that one

somewhere before, I hung around the lobby with the photographer

waiting for Rudy to get out of bed. Then the Register-Gazette

men came along and four of us went up to his room and pounded

on the door, but all he could say was "won 't you let & guy get

." We pounded on the door quite a while and finally

went back downstairs and called the manager on the phone. He

said if there was much more pounding there would be a couple of

fists core out of the door, Har,har. Finally we gave up and

decided to pan him in our stories. When I got back to The office I

found that a on the society staff had called Rudy and he

1]
]_f.
[
l‘

had told her that he would let a WOMAN interview him, but that he
didnt like being interviewed by men! So she went up and got a
story and even claims he proposed to her.

With that, I think I shall run home and grab some sleep.

Lots of love, dearie, N\
“A Great Newspaper Growing Greater”
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802 Indiana ave..
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Office lionday night
Jean, dearest--=

While I'm waiting to go up to Rockford high school
I might &s well use my time the best way possible, and there's
nothing better then writing to you. L have to cover a board of
educeation meeting tonight because Bob Jacobs i on his vacation,
Here's hoping it doesn't last long or I will be bored to deeth.

I suppose you are heving a good time with Lois
these days. Although I've never met her, tell her hello for me
and give her my love and all that dontcha know.

Katherine was here yesterday and she brought ne
a picture for the apartment and washed &ll the dishes and swept the
kitchen and everything, so the place looks civilized again, Ve
don't have time to clean it up in the mornings and are too lazy
at night, so there just isn't much done about it. I am to have
some more company this week when the folks come. Also Courtney
got back this morning and said Jurgey was coming over next
weekend too, so I don't know what I'll do with all the compeny.

I also learned over the weekend that my brother and his wife had
moved to Hannibal, Lo, to putnup emnother bridge.

I'm wondering whether you are going to get to
come up and seéfran Campbell before school starts, Dixon is only
42 miles from here and if you got that far there surely nmust be
some way to get.to Rockford from there. I do hope you can get up
either before school starts or soon afterwards because, strange

as it may seem, I want to see you again.
“A Great Newspaper Growing Greater”
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There is a big farm picnic, called the Trask bridge picnic
up here Wednesday and I guess 1'll have to cover it. They have
about 25,000 attend it every year from all,over northern Illinois
and southern Wisconsin. I've been writing the pubgicity for it so
far end had z feature on it Sunday.

Yes, I guess I'll send you some of my columns some tims when
I think of it, but they aren't worth & whoop.

It's about time to run over to the high school so bye bye till

‘next time.,

Lots of love,

“A Great Newspaper Growing Greater”
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ROCKFORD
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August 27, 1930,
Dearesteea
I'w kinda weary tonight becauss I've been tramping around at a crazy
picnic all day--that Trask bridge picnic you know whers 35,000 people come every
year. It was the bigzest bers, and I had to git and listen to a congressman
spaak, and thay'rs even worse than meumbers of ths state legislature. ye talksd
for an hour and didnt say anything except that this was a protiy good countfy e
wers in and that we should support the Republican party. it sesms like I've heard
gp9achos like that somewhere befores. Well, ths only thing that happened all
day was that some gwedish Wwouman Was hit in the jaw by a batted ball at the ball
" game and I phened that in for the last edition. Had to use an old country tslephone
w® re you turn a crank to get central--like We have at yero, by the waye
I never saw so many farmers in one group before in my life, and dont want to again
for quite a while, Tha women wore all goeeipping and the mim threw horséshcss and
played ball atc otcC...

So you think I'm a hard-heartad gent. Well, you havent heard anything yet
but I ghess I wont téll you any more or [ might get bawled out worse than last
timel I didnt know I was 80 hard on the people in the auto accident dbut psrhaps you
wers rights But remember, you always were more sentimental than } was .

rhe folks wrots yesterday and sald they would be up saturday so 1 guess
maybe I'1l get the apartment cleaned again (nct bafors they come). Jurgey is
coming over gaturday moraning and will probably go back Monday morniige

I think I'1ll go home and go to bed, dearest. I'm not very ambitious

oo

(Anrer

tonight. Love to you,

o~

Greatest Newspaper in Northern Illinois
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