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of 1Rockfot~~. 

~be ~tcturea. 

~~ EREIN are shown some of the principal features of Rockford as 

~rnlr they appear in the early summer of 1893. This book will 

~ speak for itself. The Photo-Gravnre pictures of some of the 

principal business blocks, residences, schools, churches, factories, birdseye 

views and bits of scenery were made especially for this book, and they give 

a correct and striking idea of the general appearance of the city. Scores of 

additional pictures of factories, residences and other buildings could have 

been added, if the price at which these books have been sold had permitted, 

but those which are given are fairly representative of what Rockford has to 

show. 

1Rockforb' s 'llocntton. 

~LOWING southwesterly in the north central part of the state, 

J,j~ through a gently rolling prairie country of unsurpassed richness, 

i rt" dotted here and there with fine groves of oak, black walnut, 

elm and other woods, is ~ock river, one of the most beautiful streams 

to be found in the entire country. The city of Rockford is built almost 

equally upon both sides of the river, which is here spanned by seven public 

and railroad bridges. As one looks upon the outspread city and the grace­

folly meandering river he is at once impelled to the conclusion that the situ­

ation is Oil!:! of rare beauty and of unusual attractiveness. The natural 

timber which is still left and the thousands of trees which have been planted 

along the streets and upon private grounds have gained for Rockford the 

name of the "Forest City,,, which is most appropriately bestowed. The 

river and several creeks afford excellent drainage, and Rockford is one of 

the most healthful cities in the country. The climate of northern Illinois, 

free alike from the severe cold of winter and the extreme heat of summer, 

may not be ideally perfect, but it comes as near to perfection as one is apt to 

find in any country which has anything to offer besides its climate. 
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tDarioua Statistics. 

~ ,~HE following miscellaneous statistics will g ive 

1 t concerning the present condition of Rockford. 

v 

a tolerably clear idea 

Ube :f6anlrn. 
The following is a summa ry of the con­

dit ion of the ban ks on l\lay +, 1893: 

RESOURCES. 

Loans and discounts ... . .. S3,o 16,920 63 

U. S. and other bonds. . . . . +3 1, 198 78 

Available cash .... . . . . . . . . 827,502 20 

Real esta te , furniture and 
fixt ures ........ . ,..... 123,618 37 

T otal ... ........ ... $4,399,239 98 

l, IAll ( I--IT IE S . 

Capita l stock ........ . . . .. S 850,000 oo 

S urplus and undiv'd profi ts 52+,408 19 

Deposits ....... . . ......... 2,86+,431 79 

Nationa l ba nk notes out-
standiug............. 160, +oo oo 

T otal. ............ . .. S+,399,239 98 

lRocJtfort>'s JDopnlatton. 
U. S . Census 1850 .... .... ' . .. . . . 2,093 

" 1860 . ............. ' 6,946 
'' ,, 1870 ............... Il 1 0+9 

1 880, .. , , ...... , ... I 3, l 29 

'' " 1890 . .............. 23,58+ 

Estima ted 1893 .... ..... ' ... . . 33,000 

Ube <tit)] \Dote. 
1890, April. ..................... . 2,815 

1891, , , . .. . .... . ... " ... '. " .4,+21 

1892, " . ........ . ....... . ..... +,208 

1893, " ..... . . ..... ........... 5,09+ 

• ll should be noted that as the e lection 

i n 1890 and 1892 was fo r Aldermen only, 

the full , ·ote was not called out. T he 

vote of this year was a bout as full as 

ordinarily happens. 

Scbool lReport. 
T he enrollmen t of p upils in the public 

schools a nd a lso the school popula tion 

for the last fou r yea rs will appear from 

the following : 
T otal School 

Enrol1111cnt. Ccnsns. 

June, 1890 .......... 3,755 9,912 

June, 1891 .......... 4,010 9,395 

J une, 1892 .......... +,407 I0,9+7 

April, 1893 ......... . 4,6 n * 
-ic-census for t his year not yet completed. 

)Dost ©fftce jfig n res. 
Receipts from the sale of s tamps, posta l 

cards a nd stamped en velopes : 

Year ending March 31, 1889, SH, II6 33 

" " " " 1890, +7,903 57 

" II 1891, 5+,447 55 

H 
II II 1892, 62,779 +7 

II II <I 1893, 70, 367 7+ 

The money order bus iness is nearly 

$400,000 per annum. 

:fSntlMng 1Recort>. 
1891. 1892. 

New residences .... $ 11 207,-000 $ 1,638,628 

New factor ies..... . 117,000 256,700 

Business b locks.... 2+7,000 390,500 

City improvemen ts. 278,000 130,678 

Churches.......... 13 1,000 . ..... . 

Schools.. . . . . . . . . . 541000 981000 

Street railways. ... 97,000 159,800 

Railroads.. . . . . . . . . 59,000 43 1 500 

E lectric cars . . . . . . 60,000 63,500 

1\1 iscellaneous . . . . . 115,000 1 501000 

T otal ...... .. . $2.365,000 $2,930,806 



BmDSEYE VIEW LOOKING EAST FROM COURT HOUSE . 
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BJRDSEYE VIE W LOOKING NOR'l'll F l/0:.\1 COURT JJ OvS.E. 



NELON HOTEL. 



CENE CORNER WE T TATE AND MA fN STREETS. 



• I I 
BIROSEYE VIEW LOOKING E AST VROi\[ WM .. DROWN D JLDING. 
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PA ENGER ' TATIO l l LLJNOI CENTRAL RA ILROAD COMPANY. 



ROCKFORD Ul\ION FCR ITCRE CO~IPANY. 



R OY AL ' E\Vll'\G l\IA(III • E COl\l I'A;\Y. 



FORE ·-r CITY KNI'l'TI ~C CO~I PA~ Y. 



YIE\\' 0 F E~GIXE 

--­• e d N e 

BOC' E XO . 1 ._' IIO\VIXC 

-

A PART OF TllE FIRE DEP.\HTME~'I'. 



FORE~T CITY NATIONAL BANK AND 8 UMNER BLOCK ' Ol'Tll CII"CRCII STREET. 
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SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH . 

...,. . 

COl.RT TREET M. E . CH URCH . FAIRFIELD l\IEMORIAL P ARISH H O CSE OF 
E'MillA;\; UEL EPI COP AL CHURCH. 
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VIEW OF WATER PO\VER F R OM COLLEGE GROUNDS. 



YIE\V OF ROCKFORD COLLEGE :\IAIN, B UILDI:'\GS. 

~InIOHIAL HALL. ROCKFORD COLLEGE. SILL HALL. 



R ESIDENCES I , IIIGH LA 1' D. :--ORTH MA IN STREET RE TDENCES . 

.. 

OF T. D. 

STE\VAl{T BLOCK ON SOUTH r.lAIN STREET HOCKFORll NATfONAL TI.-\NK BUILIJING 



WOODRUFF BLOCK, \VEST STATE STREET. RE, !DENCE OF JOH N nARNES, :s!ORTfl M AIN STREET. 



ROCKFORD MITTEN COl\fPANY'S \YORKS. 



RE ·mENCE OF :illR . N w' NORTH :il!AIN sTREE'I' . 



RESIDENCE OF !ION. L. :\1. NOLL~G. 



CITY \VA'rER \VORI'-S 



(;ROUP OF RE l DENCE I N HARLEM: PAR K. 



VIE \V ON SEVENTH STREET. 



Yrn,v ON EAST DANK OF ROCK RIVE R LOOKING · oRTH l◄'RO~[ RAILROAD BRIDGE. 



Y IE\ V ON ROCK R I VER L OOKfNG SOUTH FRO;\f NEAR MORGAN STREET IlRIDGE. 


